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ADVERTISEMENT. ^ 

Having by the publication, of the pre- 
sient; volumes brought, the Hfetory of Qreat 
Britain to a period, beyond which it is not 
the . iiiten^tioa . of the author to icontinu^ his 
worl^ nothing nqw remains but to return 
his ff;&Jie^\l.wypQwl^ to the Public 

ati l^r^i for this.ii^hyanrf distinguished pa- 
tronage which iiie^:hai''r^ceiyied.f^^ the di- 
f^nt fmx^^^^V^ dtiriog the var 

tied iprogress of it-rHa patronage,^ considering 
the circumstances bf the. tim^s,, ]^ supericMr 
to th« cool ealcjilflj:ic)» , of hk expectationfi, 
and even the moi$t ^ ^ngUiiie . suggestion of 
his>hope9.',.j ■;: ,.j ; .;•• ,rj ' ; .. • .^ . .. ■ ■ 
- . He ,^oul4 not be t;houkght lindifSbrent to 
tl»e' cesnisure he has incurred^ by the fcee and 
unrestrained avowal of his sentimehtis; in: re* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

lation to the political conduct of various 
personages, for whose general characters he 
entertains a sincere respect. But far be 
from him that "frigid philosophy," which, 
in treating'upon subjects the most interest- 
ing to the human welfare and happiness, 
can satisfy, itself with[ that sort of impar- 
tiality, or rather of monkish inseiisibilityif 
wbidbi confmesi its effi3rts and itd object to a 
simi^le and naked recital of facte, without 
advertii^g to principles, or to the bearingiS 
and tendencies ..of tdifie^nt and .^oj^posit^ 
systems of actiOii: * pii ,t^''cmslm!y, - he 
has labored, invariably* 4M**s(s^duously, to 
inculcate such prinjpi^es-al&^'kfttimentd a« 
have been proved by the reasonings df th« 
ablest pditical writers, by the prac^ce of 
the greatest statesmen, and by the uniibmi 
tenor of historical evidence, to be in the 
highest degree beneficial to mankind, ^ Fo? 
any occasional warmth c^ language,- arising 
- from this source, he trusts that the PabMc 
will tbihk an- apology very "imnebeteary: 
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and, on the calmest retrospection of his own 
views and motives, he has none to ofFen 

The critical reader will nevertheless find, 
that various expressions, bordering upon an-- 
ger and asperity, are, in the latest edition 
of the preceding volumes of this history, 
altered and modified; and, in those now 
offered to the Public, the author has been 
solicitous not to transgress the limits of that 
fi'eedom which is the inseparable privilege 
and characteristic of historical composition. 
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aoth of November, 1798, with a speech from thevJ^5S-r 
throne, ftill of elation at the recent successes of ^ ^79^* ^ 

Session of 

' the British arms, and of the firmest confidence parliament, 

1798-9. 

in present prospects. " The unexampled series 
of our naval triumphs," said his majesty, " has 
received fresh splendor from the memorable and 
decisive action in which a detachment of my 
fleet, under the command of rear-admiral lord 
Nelson, attacked and almost totally destroyed a 
superior force of the enemy, strengthened by 
every advantage of situation. By this great and 
brilliant victory, an enterprise, of which the in- ' 
justice, perfidy, and eittravagance, had fixed the 
attention of the world, and which was peculiarly 
directed against some of the most valuable in- 
terests of the British empire, has in the first in- 
stance been turned to the confiision of its au- 
thors ; and the blow thus given to the power and 
influence of France has afforded an opening, 
wluch, if improved by suitable exertions on the 

b2 
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BOOK part of the other powers, may lead to the general 

v,^->^^^ deliverance of Europe. 
1798. €i yj^^g wisdom and magnanimity so eminently 
displayed at this conjuncture by the emperor of 
Russia, and the decision and vigor of the Otto- 
• man Porte, have shown that these powers are 
irtipressed with a just sense of the present crisis; 
and their example, joined to the disposition ma- 
nifested almost universally in the different coun- 
tries struggling under the yoke of France, must 
be ^ powerful encouragement to other states to 
adopt that vigorous line of conduct which ex- 
perience has proved to be alone consistent with 
security or honor." 

^ebatt on The addrcss moved in the upper house by the 

Irlw. " earl of Darnley was ably animadverted upon by 
the marquis of Lansdown, who exhorted the 
ministers of the crown " to draw from those vic- 
tories, so much and so justly celebrated, the ad- 
vantages they were calculated to secure, and to 
make them the means of attaining that most de- 
sirable of all objects, a safe and honorable peace. 
Instead of this, the cpntinuance of war was an- 
nounced. But could we place any reliance on 
such a league as that which now subsisted between 
Russia and the Porte ? Was it upon such allies 
that we could depend for a vigorous co-operation ? 
It would be wise to lay aside all idle plans of 
conquest ; a spirit of moderation ^ddisinterested* 
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nesB should govern our conduct: and the tracBOOK 
dignity of the nation would be consulted in mak*v«#^v^ 
ing such concessions as were necessary for the ^^^^"^ 
restoration of the general tranquillity, at tliis 
moment. of gratulation and victory." 

Lord Holland said, " that if the only conse^ 
N quence of the victories we had gained was to be a 
revival of the horrors of war, England had little 
cause to rejoioe. The speech from the throne 
held forth the probable success of a powerful 
confederacy against France. We had heard such 
language before; but we had only seen devasta- 
tions extended over the surface of the globe, with 
less and less prospect of procuring tranquillity. 
He felt the difficulty of succeeding, in the hour 
of victory, in any attempt to moderate desire. He 
knew that it was an unwelcome task to address 
their lordships on the subject of peace ; but he 
coincided in opinion with his noble fri6;n4> that 
the greatest yictpriep were liseless, unless em- , 
ployed to obtain this legitimate end of war." 

Lord Mulgrave expressed his astonishment 
that any Englishman should think this to be 
the moment for proposing peace. Occupying A 
proud station, we ought not to forget our su^ 
periority, by renewing negotiations which pre- 
sented no prospect of honorable termination. 
Britain stood high amongst the nations of Eu- 
rope; she ought to invite them to cpmbine und^r 
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II a K her anspfces^ to resort to her banner for proteo 
v^-v^tion, and to confide in her efforts for security, 
1798, Lord Grenville highly approved the sentiments 
of the last noble speaker. The powers of the 
continent, his lordship said, were now willing to 
adopt a line of conduct more suited to their 
interests, and was this a moment for England to 
show that she was guided by little, selfish polt 
tics? Instead of accelerating the fete of Europe, 
and abandoning the victims of French domination 
to their misery, it ought to be the business of 
Great Britain to animate their efibrts, and con- 
tribute to their deliverance. It was the duty of 
ministers to promulgate this glorious purpose, 
to conciliate differences, to aJlay jealousies, and 
not, by reviving them^ to prevent that co*operar 
tion which was so necessary to the general safety, 
and so intimately connected with the true in- 
terests of the country. The question upon the 
address was then put, and carried without a 
division, 

In the house of commons a similar address 
was moved by lord Granville Levison Gower, 
The benches formerly occupied by the minority 
still appeared almost deserted. A feeble oppo^ 
sition was, however, yet maintained by those few 
members adverse to the ministry, who had not 
j6ined in the secession, Sir John Sinclair im-i 
puted gross misconduct to the q,dminiiMrationj| m 
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not resisting the progress of the French in b o o k 
^gy?^9 by sending thither a body of land forces ;v.^^v^ 
and in the course of his speech referred to the ^^^** 
disastrous consequences of the successive expe* 
ditions to St. Domingo, whioh he affirmed to have 
been rashly undertaken, unskilfully prosecuted, 
and at length disgracefully abandoned. It would 
be necessary to inquire into the number of troop9 
which had been sacrificed in this project, and 
the sums of money unavailingly squandered upon 
it. 

Sir Francis Burdett charged the speech with 
a studied ambiguity, which rendered it impossi- 
ble to judge of the fixture measures of admini- 
stration. " What was meant by the delivebancs 
OF EyaoPE, he could not conjecture. One 
thing, however, was plain: our victories were 
only signals of new expeditions, and accumu- 
lated burdens, instead of accelerating the long« 
wished-fi>r blessing p^ace. If unanimity be desira- 
ble, in order to obtain it, restore to us our good 
old laws, let the representation be reformed^ let 
the bastiles erected in Britain be destroyed, and 
the constitution be re-established ; without these, 
to call upon the country for unconditional sup- 
port was adding mockery and insult to injury 
and injustice." The question was carried, as in 
the upper house, without a division. 

On the nth of December, Mr. Tierney moved 
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BOOK the house for an address, advising his majesty 

5CXXI 

v,,^,^.,y^not to enter into any engagements which could 
1798. impede a negotiation for peace, whenever a disk 
ney'smp- pQsifion appeared in the French republic to 
peace. treat on terms consistent with the interest;? of 
Great Britain. This motion he enforced in an 
able speech. ^* It might," he said, *^ be objected, 
that such an address would tend to damp the 
rising spirit of Europe : but a second confederacy 
against France, grounded upon any rational 
principle; was not at all to be expected ^ and a 
confederacy void of principle was not at all to be 
desired. Was the confidence which had been 
placed in Austria and Prussia, on the former oc- 
casion, justified by the event ? and could England 
have more confidence in either of them, after 
having been deserted by bpth ? If a second con* 
federaoy were formed, it would be dissolved long 
before the object of it could be accomplished," 
Mr. Tierney reminded the house, " that, after the 
breaking up of the conferences at Lisle, his mar 
jesty had, in the declaration published by him on 
that occasion, when his arms had been crowned 
with recent success, given to his people, and to all 
Ei^rope, thq most solemn assurances of his readi- 
ness to conclude peace whenever the enemy ex- 
hibited proofs of a pacific disposition an their 
part. Why. should the victory of lord Nelsoxi 
produce an opposite effect to that gained th^ 



GEORGE III. 



9 



preceding year by lord Duncan? We were book 

XXXI 

carrying on a war which had added one hundred vj^-y-i^ 
and eighty millions to the public debt; and ^79S- 
which had created the necessity of adding eight 
millions annually to the public burdens, — a sum 
equal to the whole of the national expenditure 
previous to the American war. The country, 
indeed, suffered without complaining; for the law 
suspending the Habeas-Corpus act had silenced 
every one, excepting the members of that house. 
But, viewing as he did the situation of affairs, 
he must seriously ask how much longer this sy- 
stem of destruction could be supported ?" After 
a debate of some length, the motion of Mr, Tier- 
iliey was negatived without a division. 

On the second reading of the bill for renew- Debate om 
ing the suspension of the Habeas-Corpus act, {De-a?ofScHlI 
cember 21,) an interesting discussion took place. J^^^oS' 
Mr .Courtney remarked, ^^ that the Habeas-Corpus 
act was the statute upon which the personal 
liberty of eveiy Englishman depended. To the 
operation of that law, so justly the subject of 
universal .panegyric, was solely owing the para- 
mount security possessed by the natives of this 
island above all other n?rt;iops. There were at 
this moihent above seventy persons confined in 
consequence of the suspension of this act. Had 
tb^re not been .time to bring most of them to ^ 
triftl ? Their trial mi coovictipn would be thQ 
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BOOK best reason for continuing to entrast such power 
v^^^ilsy^to the executive government. The people con- 
^79S. fined under this suspension had been treated 
with unprecedented rigor and inhumanity. 
Desirous of obtaining some information upon 
the subject, he had procured an order to visit one 
of these state prisons situated in Coldbath Fields, 
and generally known by the name of the Bastile. 
The prisoners were locked up in damp and dis- 
mal cells, without .fire^ without candle 5 the only 
means afforded for the admission of light let- 
ting in also the cold and rain. He had talked 
with many of the prisoners ; amongst the rest 
colonel Despard, an officer who had been many 
years employed in the service of his country. 
Though lately removed to a different part of the 
prison, he had been long confined in the way 
now stated ; and even liis wife was never per- 
mitted to see him but through an iron grate, for 
a few minutes. He appealed to the house, whe- 
ther such rigor ought to be practised even to 
felons; and much less in relation to men who 
Mere deprived of the benefit of a trial ; and who 
might, if tried, very possibly be able to prove 
their innocence. In the French bastile, prison- 
ers had been treated much better than in this.'* 

Mr. secretary Dundas said the <{uestion before 
the house was, whether the bill suspending the 
Habeas-Corpus act should be i^ad a second time^ 
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or not ; foid that the observations of the honora- book 

XXXL 

ble gentleman had no earthly connection with it.v^^^v^^ 
They delated merely to the good or bad conduct *^3^' 
of a jail^ and had nothing to do with the power de- 
legated by the legislature to the executive govern- 
ment, by the present bill, for purposes of national 
safety. The management of jails was under the 
care of sheriffs pnd magistrates ; and to them the 
honorable gentleman, if induced by sympathy to 
deplore the sufferings of the seditious, should 
have made his complaint. 

Mr. Tierney insisted that the observations 
of the honorable gentleman were perfectly 
relevant to the question. Whatever pretext 
of danger had induced the house to consent 
to the original suspension, it no longer sub- 
sisted. There was now no apprehension of in- 
vasion, no appearance of disaffection ; and when, 
under the suspension contended for, a gentle- 
man suspected of treason was treated as a felon 
convicted of crimes, it was a strong reason why a 
power so liable to abuse, and in fact so flagrantly 
abused, should be discontinued, unless better 
/grounds for its renewal were offered than the 
house had yet heard. 

Sir Francis Burdett corroborated the assertions 
of Mr. Courtney, and declared it to be the duty 
of that house to take care that the extraordinary 
powers which it granted should not be abused ^ 



12 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BOOK and it possessed the power to grant such an in- 
k^i^-^^^quest as was necessary to put an end to oppres- 
^^5®- sion, if there was proof that it had been exercised. 
And unless strong evidence could be adduced of 
the conspiracies of which we had been told, we 
ought not to relinquish this bulwark of our per- 
sohal liberty. 

. On the qther hand, Mr. Wilberforce contended 
that nothing could be more satisfactory than the 
accounts he had heard of the situation and health 
of the prisoners ; and that it was no light thing 
to charge the executive government with acting 
malignantly in respect to the prisoners con- 
fined under the suspension. Many of the regu 
lations which prevailed in this prison were re 
commended by the excellent Howard *. Those 
who believed the country to be in danger ought 
not to relax their efforts, or deprive the execu- 
tive power of the means to provide for its secu- 
rity. Nor should it be forgotten, that men who 



* It must be remarked, that the regulations alluded to by 
Mr. Wilberforce, and recommended by Mr. Howard, had re- 
lation merely to felons, and persons grossly vicious and im- 
moral. No man was more susceptible of compassion tha^ 
Mr. Howard, at the view qf barbarities wantonly or unneces- 
sarily inflicted even on delinquents of this description ; and 
no man would have felt more indignant that his name shouM 
he used as a bar to any species of equitable or practicable 
mv^tigation, either judicial or parliamentary. 
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<bcpose thetnselves to suspicion must often incur book 
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the disadvantages of guilt. vji^^^^-^ 

Mr. Pitt treated the opposition to the bill with ^'^^^* 
much contempt^ and asked if this was a time to 
slumber, when there existed men who were 
hourly planning our destruction? men who 
never waked nor slept, nor walked abroad, with- 
out holding up to our view, as it were, a dagger 
streaming with blood ! Ought we to cast aside 
that shiel4 which alone enabled us to defy its 
point ? The question was then put, and carried 
with the customary superiority. 

On the motion of commitment, nevertheless, 
the debate was renewed with fresh vigor. Mr. 
Courtney urged, that last year the house pro- 
ceeded on the expressr declaration of the king, 
" that preparations were making in the ports of 
France, Flanders, and Holland, for an invasion of 
these realms ; and that in tliis attempt the enemy 
was encouraged by the correspondence of trai- ^ 
torous persons and societies of these kingdoms." 
, Here was a plain reason assigned for the suspen- 
sion r but were our enemies now preparing to 
invade us ? Had not the glory of Great Britain 
been extended over Europe by our late victories ? 
and was it probable that the French would choose 
the present momqnt to attack this country, when 
they were unable to defend their former con- 
quests ? Mr. Courtney, again adverting to the 
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BooK'situation of the state prisoners, re'Asserted that 
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v^^^v^they were treated with the most unprecedented 
^-^^^^ and unjustifiable rigor; and he defied any per- 
son to adduce instances from past times of skni- 
lar severity. To corroborate these assertions, he 
begged leave to read a letter from the wife of 
colonel Despard ; which was as follows : 
Case of CO- " Somc mention having been made in news- 
spard. paper reports of the house of commons, relative 
to the treatment of colonel Despard in the new 
prison, I think it necessary to state, that he was 
-confined near seven months in a damp cell, not 
seven feet square, without firq or candle, chair, 
table, knife, fork, a glazed window, or even a 
book* I made several applications in person to 
Mr. Wickham, and by letter to the duke of Port- 
land, all to no purpose. The 210th of laist month 
he was removed into a room with a fire, but not 
till his feet were ulcerated by a frost. For the 
truth of this statement I appeal to the honorable 
Mr. Lawless and John Reeves, esq., who visited 
him in prison, and at whose intercession Tie was 
removed. The jailor will bear witness that he 
never made any complaint of his treatment, how- 
ever severe it was. This statement of facts is 
without the knowledge of the colonel, who has 
served his majesty thirty years, and all his faiiiily 
^re now in the army. 

Berkeley-square. " Catharine Despard." 
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Mr. Courtney hoped, when this matter was first book 
mentioned to him, that it was not known to mi-s^^i^v^^^ 
nisters : but this letter bore proof to the con- ^^^' 
trary ; and in his opinion the abuse of the power 
intrusted to government might be very forcibly 
and logically urged against its renewal. 

On the other hand, the attorney-general stated 
that the duke of Portland had, in consequence of 
the application of Mrs. Despard, given orders for- 
the rattioval of the colonel from the cell to the 
apartment which he now occupied ; and subse- 
quent directions were given for all the prisoners 
to have every indulgence compatible with security. 
And Mr. Burdon, member for the county of Dur- 
ham^ iitformed the house, that he had also visited 
the prison, and that the cells were neither damp nor 
unwholesome; and colonel Despard had expressed 
himself well satined with his situation. The 
house then went into a committee upon the bill, 
and the suspension was continued to the Slst of 
May, 1799. 

In the house of lords the measure of suspension 
wafcs resisted by the lords Suffolk and Holland, by 
arguments similar to those urged by the mino- 
rity in the house of commons, and with as little 
effect. 

The enormous and increasing «cpenditure of '"^comc- 

^ * tax im- 

the present war had induced the minister, in poi«d. 
the course of the last session, to bring forward. 
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BOOK and the hotise to sanction, what, in the langii^gd 
v^^iHhv^ of Mr. Pitt, was styled " a new and solid system 
179^' of finance ;" the principle of which was to borrow, 
upon the credit of a new and very heavy tenapo-' 
rary tax, that large proportion of the loan which 
exceeded the sum dischiurged by the operation of 
the sinking fund ; so that no addition should he 
made to the permanent debt. The tax imposed, 
however, for this purpose, called the triple assess- 
ment, was not only extremely unequal and op* 
pressive in its operation, but it produced a sum 
so short of the minister's original estimate, bs to 
, make it evident to all, thatj if the war continued" 
but a few years longer, this temporary tax 'must 
be converted, by the successive mortgages upon 
it, into a perpetual one. Had Mr. Pitt, at the 
commencement of the present war, adopted a 
system of finance founded on the basis of the pre- 
sent proposition, it would have been perfectly^ 
feasible ; but the exhausted state of the revenue, 
after an addition of two hundred millions to the 
debt, made it now extremely difiicult to devise 
any tax sufficiently productive to sustain the 
pressure of that prodigious load which it was of 
the essence of this plan to lay upon it. Though 
much obloquy has been frequently cast upon the 
funding system, as ruinous iu its nature, and 
though it has undoubtedly been ruinous in its 
consequences, it must nevertheless be acknow- 
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ledged, that und^f a wise and provident govern- book 
meiit, if sufch a government could be silpposeds^^i^v^ 
to e3dst for any length of time in any country, ^'^^^* 
this wotfld be incomparably the easiest and most 
eligible mode of raising supplies, provided the 
taxes mortgaged for the pajonent of the interest 
of the successive loans should produce a surplus 
sufficient to liquidate the principal Mrithin a given 
and reasonable tertn. 

From the inexcusable neglect of this axiom, the 
national debt of Great Britain had accumulated to 
the presient exorbitant amount ; so that it was' 
now a perplexing problem for the ablest minister, 
to ascertain by what means, and under what mo- 
difii^ations, the future supplies ought to be raised. 
Mr. Pitt, however, determined to adhere to the' 
plan v^ich he had with so much confidence pro- 
posed the last year t but entirely changing the 
medium by which he had then engaged to carry 
it into effect, he on the 3d of December, 1798, 
moved " that the triple assessment should be al- 
together repeated; and, in lieu of it, that a 
general tax, subject to the same incumbrances, 
should be imposed upon the aggregate amount 
of the INCOME of each individual. No scale of 
income, he observed, could be devised which 
would be perfectly free from the objection of 
inequality; but this Was a tax s which seemed to 
approach nearer than any otlKo: to a &l\t and 

VOL. XI, c 
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BOOK equal contribution. The conimissioners, yth0 

• XXXI. 

v^-v^ were to be invested with a power of fixing the rate 
^^^^' of every person's ipcome, should be men respects 
able both for character and situation, and pofi^ 
sessed of estates of a certain value. The list of 
persons qualified^ to be referred to thos^e gentle* 
men who had served on the two last grand juries^ 
in ofder to make a proper Selection 5 who ^should 
also choose a second set of commissioners, for 
the purpose of receiving and deciding upon ap- 
peals. In commercial towns some special pro- 
visions would be necessary,^ adapted to the na« 
ture of circumstances, and tending, as it subse- 
quently appeared, to establish an inviolable se^ 
crecy relative to the incomes of merchants and 
principal traders. Mr. Pitt forther stated his 
intention that no income under 60/., per annum 
shall be called upon to contribute y and that the 
scale of modification up to 200/. per annum 
should be introduced with restriction. The 
quota then required by the proposed act would 
amount to a full tenth of the contributor's in- 
come. He estimated the national income at 
one hundred and two millions ; the produqe of 
the tas^ would therefore be ten millions ; whereas^ 
fhe triple assessment had netted scarcely four, 
millions*: so that the object for which the assessed 
taxes were designed would be sooner accom^ 
. [dished^ and the public would be in the same pro* 



GEORGE 111. ig 

portion more speedily relieved. If every motive book 
to exertion continued the same, and every effort ^^^^v^ 
we had made iVas a source of pride and exultation ^^^^' 
to the hearty should we not^" said the minister^ 
^ persevere in a course so fairly calculated to 
bring us to a happy issue ?'' 

Notwithstanding these vain sldA ill-timed 
boasts, the nation at large saw and felt that a 
more arbitrary and oppressive impost was never 
devised nor attempted by the most rapacious 
tyranny in any age or country^ Yet was it 
evident to all reflecting persons, that some 
effectual means must be resorted to, in order 
to avert the inraiinent danger which threatened 
the very existence of the community, from the 
ruinous and aJsurmingly accelerated progress of 
the funding system. The war, however unjust 
©r unnecessary in its origin, must now be i 

supported. Remote from immediate danger. 
Great Britain had ever been too ready to engage 
in war y and in one view, the more odious and op- 
pressive the new impost might be, the more be- 
neficially would it operate by making war itself 
odious and detestable. But when it was pro- 
posed to mortgage this temporary or " war tax," 
as it was at. first styled, in order to defray the in- 
terest of immense loans to be raised upon the 
credit of it, the greatest of all delusions was to 
^apprehended 3 and it appeared but too proba- 

c2 
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Bi o o K bje th»t it would uever again be ab<4ished or re- 
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1795. Though the principle of raising the supplies in 
great part within the year was dieerfiilly and 
bonorably acceded to by all descriptions of per 
sons in the house, the details and specific provi- 
flioes of the bill were assailed by rery powerful 
objections. Mr. Tierney compared the present 
{HTC^t of finance to the worst of the revolutio- 
nary measures (^France. It pot the tenth of all 
the property of the kingdoni into requisition 5 
aind as the prelude to this> a general disclosure of 
property must tdke place. Did any thing Vorse 
than this occur in the smnals of revolutionary ra- 
pine? Could the man who now dedaimed so 
eloquently against the accumulation of capital, 
be the same person who, in the short space of 
five years, had added so enormously to the public 
debt ? Did the minister mean to say that a life 
income, and an income arising from a disposable 
capital, were in fairness liable to the same im- 
positions ? The scale of taxation was also mani- 
festly inequitable and unjust. If it was right 
that the scale should rise from 60/. to 300/- per 
annum, why should it not continue to rise from 
200/. upwards ? The man of 200/. per annum 
would be deprived of a part of the moderate com- 
forts he possessed, while the man of 20,000/1 
would still ript in the eiyoyment of all hislu3cu« 
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TieSs To seize the tenth of every man's income, book 
was like taking away the tenth of every man'sv^v*^ 
stature. The overgrown in riches, or in stature, ^'^*^* 
would not be hurt, but it would reduce those 
who were already diminutive to pygmies. 

Upon the commercial clauses of the bill, sir 
Francis Baring made some very important obser- 
vations ; the justice of which, in defiance of the 
empty boasts of commercial honor, time and ex- 
^lerience sufficiently evinced. He affirmed, that 
under the veil of secrecy, which covered the com- 
mercial returns, the biU would be evaded, and 
frauds committed, beyond any thing it was pos- 
sible TO CONCEIVE. But supposiug the bill carried 
into effect, it was a tax upon industry and upon en- 
terprise. The profits arising from capital, he said, 
ought not to be touched ; when converted into 
capital, indeed, they became the fit sulgect oftaxf^ 
ation. Approving of the general principle, he 
disliked the measure, under the aspect which it 
presented, and augured ill of its success. 

Mr. William &nith. also declared his decided 
approbation of the principle of the bill. By 
raising a very large sum within the year, he. 
thought that the public finances could alone be 
|M*eserved fi'om impending ruin. But the pro- 
visions of the bill he deemed in the highest degree 
exceptionable. Where, or on what grounds of 
political economy, had it ever been asserted in 
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BOOK word, or imagined in thought, or by what cri- 
\M»*y^^terion could it be adjudged fair and honest, to 
^^^^' tax in an equal degree industry and indolence B 
A stockholder who received 500/. annually from 
his capital in the funds, and a shopkeeper of small 
property, who by active exertions, made 500/. 
per annum of his business, were similarly rated. 
Even in the Amds, proprietors of the long anr 
nuities, of the perpetual annuities, and of the 
exchequer annuities which expire in five years^^ 
were put precisely upon a level. The people of 
England had supported a great deal, but he be^ 
lieved the^ were not able, he hoped they were 
not willing, to support the present measure. 

Sir William Pulteney reprobated tjie bill as 
most unconstitutional in its spirit and tendency. 
While the Habea&^orpus act was suspended, we 
had, howevef necessary thc'suspension might be 
^ deemed, no security for our personal liberty: if 
the present bill passed, such were the inquisitorial 
powers vested in the commissioners th?it we ha4 
Tio security for our property. It was hostile in 
its very nature to the radical principles of freedom, 
and most dang<9rously attacked the vitals of our 
constitution. 

Notwithstanding these various objections, which 
the minister treated with little ceremony, the 
bill finally passed by a vast majority. 

lu the upper house it was again, opposed by 
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the lords Suffolk and Holland^ and the duke of book* 
Bedford; and defended by the earl of Liverpool^v 
the lords Grenville and Auckland/ and the lord 
chancellor; and passed without a division. 
The most remarkable circumstance which at- 
tended its passage through this house originated 
in an observation of lord Holland^ who, in the 
course of his speech, urged upon ministers the 
fetal consequences, both foreign and domes- 
tic, which had resulted from the war, and which, 
could they have been foreseen, he doubted not 
would have induced those who possessed the con*- 
fidence of his majesty to have counselled him 
against engaging in it. On this lord Grenville, 
rising in great warmth, declared, " that he would 
for himself repeat it an. hundred' times over, that 
had he been perfectly assured before-hand of all 
the events which had happened; the subjugation 
and pillage of Italy, Switzerland, and Flanders^ 
the conquest of Holland, or even the murder of 
the king of France, he would have recommended 
the adoption of the same system which this coun- 
try had pursued, and which he should consider as 
deriving additional urgency from those very cir-- 
cumstances.!' 

One hundred and twenty thousand secunen and 
marines, and about two hundredand fifty thousand 
land forces of diflferent descriptions being voted 
by the house, the sum to be raised for the current 
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» o |c servipe of the year was no less thfMi thirty-one ' 
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Si^rv^miUioQS. Of this immense charge, the nnmort- 
^^^^' gfiged taxes on malt, &c., lottery, sinking fund, 
conypy-tax recently in^posed, and arrear of the 
triple assessment, covered eight ipilliops and a half. 
The prqduce of the income-tax for the present year, 
Y^ith all its modifications and exemptions, wa9 
•now calgulated at seven millions and a half. 
^t was, moreover, mortgaged for eleven millions, 
with the accruing interest: and the rem^ing 
four millions were provided for in the usu£^ mode 
by perpetual taxes. This was not more than 
equal to the sum discharged by the commissioners 
under the sinking-fund acts. So that, according 
to the flattering representation of the minister, 
^o fuldition was made to the permanent debt of 
\he nation. But, by the new mode of funding, 
t;he 10 per cent, income-tax would in a short 
time be absorbed and perpetuated, and the whole 
projept was, by all impartial persons, regarded a3 
9 miserabje delusion. 
Loandffif- The reputation, however, derived from the 
ous. "fallacious idea of preventing any permanent in- 
crease of the public debt, pombined with the 
effects produced by the operation of the land- 
tax redanption act, and the recent successes of 
the British anus, had considerably raised the 
yalue of the public funds; so that Mr. Pitt was 
enabled to negotiate the new loan at the rate 



GEORGE HI. 25 

of onhf VJ5L 3 per cents, for 100/. in money; book 

XXXI 

the advantages of funding in a 4 or 5 per cent.v^»^v^ 
stock, on which he had formerly and with good ^•^5^- 
reason placed very great stress, being now, with 
the rest of his early opinions, entirely forgotten 
and forsaken. 

On the 22d of January, 1799, a message from Message 
the crown, af a very high and important nature, king reut: 
was delivered to the house by Mr. secretary land. 
Dundas, to the following effect : 

« GEORGE R. 

*^ His majesty is persuaded, that the unremit- 
ting industry with which our enemies persevere 
in their avowed design of effecting the separation 
of Ireland from this kingdom, cannot fail to en- 
gage the particular attention of parliament; and 
his majesty recommends it to this house to con- 
sider of the most effectual means of finally defeat- 
ing this design, by disposing the parliaments of 
both kingdoms to provide in the manner which 
they shall judge most expedient for settling such 
a complete and final adjustment as may best tend 
to improve and perpetuate a connection essential 
for their common security, and consolidate the 
strength, power, and resources of the British 
empire." 

That a complete legislative union with Ireland 
would be a measure highly conducive to the in* 
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BOOK terests of the empire at large, as well as to the 
v.^r-v^ security and' prosperity of that great and impor-^ 
^799. tant branch pf it in particular, had long been the 
ifixed opinion of many enlightened patriots, faiths 
ful and zealous friends to every measure, proceed* 
ing from whatever quarter, which- appeared to 
them of a salutary and beneficial tendency. And 
the present juncture seemed peculiarly favorable 
^ to the accomplishment ofthis grand design. Even 
the errors of government contributed to facilitate 
its execution. The severities exercised upon the 
catholics, under the sanction of the Irish parlia- 
ment, had made the parliament itself odious to the 
buik of the nation^ The sentiment of pride, 
woimded by the extinction of their independent 
legislature, had given way to that of a rooted 
detestation; and they contemplated its eventual 
annihilation with a sort of gloomy triumph. 

The dread entertained by the protestants of 
Jreland, of a final separation from Great Britain 
and of the establishment of a democratic republic, 
allied with, or, in other words, dependent upon 
and subject to, the directorial tyranny of France, 
ex^^'-emely diminished the unpopularity of an in- 
corporative union with Britain, which they re- 
garded as the most effectual presiervative from the 
, . existing and impending evils. 

The prodigious and almost unbounded in- 
fluence of the crown, over the members of th© 
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legislative bodies in that kingdom^ .would doubt- book: 
less be exerted to the utmost upon this great sj^^^^;^ 
occasion;. p^nd the resolute and persevering feniT ^^^9- 
per of the present minister would not be deterred 
from the prosecution of his plan, by the inter- 
vention of any subordinate or incidental ob- 
stacles. 

The unbiassed opinion of a great majority of 
the English nation appeared very favorable to' 
the measure, and even of those who were, in 
general, very adverse to the politics of the mini- 
ster. A considerable number of individuals never- 
theless, of the highest ability and integrity, were 
either extremely dubious as to the expediency of 
the union proposed, or decidedly hostile to it. 

The royal message was taken into early discus- Debates on 
sion on January the 23d, when Mr. secretary Dun-sa^eTn the 
das moved an address, importing that the house colons, 
would proceed with all due dispatch to the con- 
sideration of the several interests recoriimended 
to their serious attention in the message. Mr. 
Sheridan declared, that he was perfectly ready on 
this occasion to give credit to ministers for purity 
of intention, as they could not be suspected of » 

proposing a measure, which, in their own opinion, 
tended ultimately to the separation of Ireland 
from Great Britain. He said that the object of. 
the message was evidently a union, though 
the MTord itself was not. to be found in it. But, 
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Book Ireland Was most deplorable ; and that the Irish 
^^,^,.,^^^ legislature, from the peculiar circumstances of the 
1799. ^ nation, and not from Any defect of intention or 
want of talent, was incapable of restoring and 
tnaintaining the happiness of the people, and 
fixing the prosperity of the state on a firm and 
lasting basis. After a sharp altercation, Mr* 
Sheridan withdrawing his amendment, the original 
motion was put and carried* 

On the 3 1st of January, the order of the day 
beiijg read, Mr. Pitt rose, and said, that when he 
proposed to the house to fix that day for the fiirther 
consideration of his majesty's message, he indulged 
a hope that the result of a similar conmiunication 
to the parliament of Ireland would have opened 
a more favorable prospect than at present exist* 
ed, of the speedy accomplishment of the measure 
then in contemplation. He had, however, been 
disappointed by the proceedings of the Irish 
house of commons. He was convinced that the 
parliament of Ireland possessed the power, the 
entire competence, to accept or reject a propo- 
sition of this nature, a power which be by no 
means meant to dispute. But while he admitted 
the rights of the parliament of Ireland, he felt 
that, as a member of parliament of Great &itain, 
/ he had a right to exercise and a duty to perform j 
viz. to express the general nature and outline of 
the plan, which> in his estimation, would tend to 



GEOEGE III. ai 

insure the safety and the happiness of th6 two book 
kingdoms. Should parliament be of opinion tliatv,^^^^^-^ 
it was calculated to produce mutual advantage to ^^^* 
the two kingdoms^ he should propose it, in order 
to its being recorded 6u the journals of that 
house, leaving the rejection or adoption of this 
plan to the full and future consideration of the 
legislature of Ireland. Notwithstanding the 
opinion expressed by the Irish house of commons, 
he was convinced that the measure was founded 
upon such clear and demonstrable grounds of 
utility, and attended with so many advantages to 
Ireland, that all which was necessary to be done 
to insure its future adoption was, that it should 
be stated distinctly, temperately, and fully, and 
then left to the unprejudiced judgment of the 
parliament of Ireland. Mr. Pitt remarked, that 
the union with Scotland. was as much opposed, 
and by nearly the same arguments, prejudices, 
and miscpnceptions; creating the same alarms as 
had recently taken place in respect to Ireland ; 
yet could any man now doubt of the advantages 
which Scotland had derived from the union ? One 
of the greatest impediments to the prosperity of 
Ireland was the want of industry and the want 
of capital, which were only to be supplied by 
blending more closely with Ireland the industry 
and capital of this country. In the present state 
of things also^ and while Ireland remained a sepa- 
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BOOK rate kingdom, no reasonable person would aiBrm 
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v.^ii*v^^hat foil concessions could be made to the catho- 

^799' lies, without endangering the i§tate, and shaking 

the constitution of Ireland to its centre. At the 

conclusion of a very ahte speech, he proposed a 

series of resolutions, and moVed that the ho^'se 

resolve itself into a committee to discuss the s^gdxie 

in their proper order. 

tiesoiutV " I. That in order to proniote and secure the es- 

and carri- seutial iutcrcsts of Great Britain and Ireland, and 

Tng^ mer-'to Consolidate the straigth, power, and resources^ 

tinioii withof the British anpire, it will be advisable to con- 

^^\' cur in such measures as may best tend to unite 

the two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland 

into one kingdom, in such manner, and on such 

terms and conditions, as may be established by 

acts of the respective parliaments of his ms^esty V 

said kingdoms, 

" II. That it appears to this committee, that it 
would be fit to propose as the first article, to 
serve as a basis of the said union, that the said 
kingdoxhs of Great Britain and Ireland shall, 
upon a day to be agreed upon^ be united into 
one kingdom by the name of the united king* 

DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

" III. That for the same purpose it appears also 
to this committee, that it would be fit to propose- 
that the succession to the monarchy and the im- 
perial crown of the said united kingdoms shall 
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continue limited and settled^ in the isame manner book 

XXXI 

as the imperial crown of the said kingdoms of y^^^-y.^ 
Great Britain and Ireland now stands limited and ^'^99^ 
settled^ according to the existing ]{iws> and to 
the terms of the union between England and 
Scotland. ' 

•* IV. That for the same purpose it appears also 
to this committee, that it would be fit to propose 
that the said united kingdom be represented in 
one' and the same parliament, to be styled ** the 
parliament of the united kingdom of Great firitaiii 
and Ireland ;" and that such a number of lords 
spiritual and temporal, and such a number of 
members of the house of commons, as shall be 
hereafter agreed upon by acts of the respective 
parliaments as aforesaid, shall sit and vote Jn the 
scud parliament on the part of Ireland, and shall 
be sumoioned, chosen^ and returned in such - 
manner as shall be fixed by an act of the parlia- 
ment of Ireland, previous to the said union j 
and that every member hereafter to sit and vote 
in the said parliament of the united ^ kingdom 
shall, until the said parliament shall othei-wise 
provide* take and subscribe the same oaths, and 
make the same declaration, as are by law required 
to be taken, subscribed, and made by the mem^ 
bers of the parliaments of Great Britain and 
Ireland. ' " 

** V. That for the same purpose it appears also 

VOJ-. XI. D 
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B o o K to this committee, that it would be fit to propose 
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K,^0^y,,^tht3Lt the churches of England and Ireland, and 
1799. the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government 
thereof, shall be preserved as now by law esta- 
blished. 

^* VI. That for the same purpose it appears also 
tx) this committee, that it would be fit to propose 
that his majesty's subjects in Ireland shall at all 
times hereafter be entitled to the same privileges, 
and be' on the same footing in respect of trade 
and navigation in all por^ts and places belonging 
to Great Britain, and in all <:iases with respect to 
which treaties shall be made by his majesty, his 
heirs, or successors, with any fbreign power, as 
his majesty's subjects m Great Britain; that no 
duty shall be imposed on the import or export 
between Great Britain and Ireland, of any ar^ 
ticles now duty free > and that on othes article* 
there shall be established, for a time to be limited, 
such a moderate rate of equal duties a» shall, 
previous to the union, be agreed upon and ap- 
proved by J;he respective parliaments, subject, 
after the expiration of such limited time^ to be 
diminished equally with respect to both king* 
doms, but in no case to be increased : that aU 
articles which may at any time hereafter be im- 
ported into Great Britain from foreign parts, shall 
be importable through either kingdom into the 
other, subject to the like duties and regulations^ 
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as if the same were imported directly froni foreign book 
Jwts : that where any articles the growth, pro-v^-^^.^ 
duce, or manufacture of either kingdom, are sukh ^'^^' 
ject to any internal duty in one kingdom, such 
countervailing duties, over and above any duties 
on import to be fixed as aforesaid, shall be im^^ 
posed, as shall be necessary to prevent any in* 
equality in that respect : and that all other mat* 
ters of trade and commerce other than the fore* 
going, and than such others as may before the 
union be specially agreed upon for the due em 
coiiragement of the agriculture and manufactures 
of thi6 respective kingdoms, shall remain to be 
regulated firom time to time by the united par<- 
liament. 

^^ VII. That for the same purpose it would ht 
fit to propose, that the charge arising from the 
payment of the interest, or sinking fund for the 
reduction of the principal, of the debt ^incurred 
in either kingdom before the union, shall continue 
to be separately defrayed by Great Britain and 
Ireland respectively. That for a numbfer of 
yeaxs to be limited, the future ordinary expenses 
of the united kingdom in* peace or war should be 
defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland jointly, 
according to such proportions as shall be esta?- 
blished by the respective parliaments previous to 
the union. And that after the expiration of the 
time to be so limited, the proportions shall not be 

J>3 
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*5atxi^ liable to be varied, except according to such rate^ 
^■^•v-N^aJid principles as shall be iw like manner agreed 
upon previous to the union. 

" VIII. That for the like purpoi^e it would be 
fit to' propose, that all laws in force at the* time 
of the union, and that all the courts of civil or 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction within the respective 
kingdomsy shall remain as now by law established 
within the same,- subject only to such alterations 
or -regulations from time to* time; air circum- 
- stances- may appear to the plarliament of the 
' tmited kingdom to require. 

" That the foregoing resolutions be laid befoi^ 
his majesty, with an humble address, assuring hii^ 
majesty that we have proceeded with the utmost 
attention to the consideration of the important 
objects recommended to uS' iir his majesty's^ ^ra* 
cious message* 

^* That we entertain a firm persuasion that a 
torriplete and entire union between Oreat Britain? 
and Ireland, founded on equal and liberal prin- 
ciples ; on the similarity of laws, constitution, and' 
government; and on a sense of mutual interests 
and affections, by promoting the security, wealtli^ 
and commerce of the respective kingdomsV and, 
by allaying the distractions which have unliappil/ 
prevailed in Ireland, mtist afford -fresh meatts; 
of opposing at all times an effectual registance to 
the destructive projects of our foreign and do^ 
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tnestie ^enemies, and must tend to confirm and b<>ok 
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augment the stability, power, and jr^sources of thes^p->)-0 
empire, ^799- 

" Impressed with these considerations, we feel 
it our duty humbly to lay before his majesty such 
propositions as .appear to us best calculated to 
form the basis of such a settlanent, leaving it to 
his majesty's wisdom, at such time and in such 
manner as his majesty, in his parental solicitude 
for the happiness of his people, shall judge fit, to 
conmiunicate these propositions to his parliament 
of Irdand, with whom we shall be at all tiin^s 
ready to concur in all such measures as may be 
found most conducif e to the accomplishment of 
ibis great and salutary work. And we trust that, 
<after full and mature coni^ideration, such a settle- 
ment may be framed and established by the 
-deliberative consent jof the parliaments of both 
kingdoms^ as may be conformable to the sen- 
timents, wishes, and real interests of his majesty *b 
faithful subjects of Great Britain and Irdand, and 
may unite them inseparably in the full enjoyment 
of the blessings of our free and inyaluaUe con- 
stitutioa, in the support of the honour and dig- 
nity of his majesty's crown, and in the preser- 
vation and advancement of the wel&re and pro*- 
;Sperity of the whole British empire," 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply, again avowed his utter 
4ism^e and disapprobation of the n^easure ; and 
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BOOK expressed his conviction, that in the present coii- 
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v.<«^v^viilsed and disordered state of Ireland, it wa^i not 
1799* merely impolitic but unsafe to agitate the dis-^ 
cussion of such topics : and considering the re- 
cepti<Hi which the proposition in question had 
met with in Ireland, it could scarcely be imagined 
that the right honorable gentleman would per* 
severe. Mr. Sheridan avowed his doubts, whether 
the increase of prosperity which Scotland had 
enjoyed during this last century was to be a^ 
scribed to the union. And the evils which were 
predicted from the possible disagreement of two 
indepaident legislatures might with as much 
plausibility be supposed to result from the dis- 
agreement pf t\fo independent houses of legi<»- 
lature, such as the peers and..commDns of Great 
Britain: but experience refuted and proved 
the ftitility of these apprehensions. He. then 
stated his intention of moving the following re- 
solutions: " 1st, That no measures could have a 
tendency to improve and perpetuate the ties of 
amity between Great Britain and Ireland, which 
have not for their basis the feir and free appro- 
bation of the parliaments of the two countries. 
2dly, That whoever shall endeavour to obtain 
such approbation in either country; by employing 
the influence of government for the purposes of 
corruption or intimklation, is an enemy to his 
ipajesty and the constitution.'' . 
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Ijord Hawkesbury denied that the people of book 
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Ijeland^ collectively taken^ were adverse to thev^^v^^ 
oneai^ure of a union. The inhabitants of Cork ^^^^' 
and Limerick had expressed themselves in fevor 
of it ; and he had no doubt, if it once came to be 
duly considered, but that a great majority of the 
whole nation would view it in the same light. 
After some further debate, the house divided on 
the question of the speaker's leaving the chair; 
ayes 140, noes 15. 

On the 7th of February, upon Mr. Sheridan's . 
moving his resolutions in the house, Mr. Pitt ob* 
served, that the first of them was a mere truism, 
jto which no one could refuse his assent. The 
i^cond, he supposed, alluded to the case of a 
gentlemian lately high in office in the Irish ad* 
ministration, who had quitted his post because of 
his disagreeing in sentiment with his colleagues. 
But how could any number of persons continue 
to act together, if they diifered in points of es* 
sential importance ? Or what was there peculiar 
in a resignation or dismission, under such ciroum* 
stances? He deemed the first of these resolutions 
superfluous, and the second improper, and there* 
fore moiied the order of the day. 

Mr. Grey said, he could see nothing but dan* 
ger in the discussion of the question, and par^ 
ticularly as it would affect the public mind in 
Ireland; and the house, in his bpinion, should 
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BOOK have resisted it in the first stage. The union 
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^^i^^J^^ which he wished for was not a union of legis- 

^'^99' latures, but of hearts, affections, and interests* 
Evils of which government was itself the parent 
were made the pretext for depriving Ireland of 
her independency as a nationi 

Mr. secretary Dundas remarked, that it was 
impossible to imagine a remedy more appropriate 
to the political evils under which Ireland had so ' 
recently and severely suffered, than the measure of 
/ an incorporative union. The protestants would 
lay aside their jealousies and distrust, being cer- 
tain that against any attempt to endanger the 
protestant establishment in Ireland th^ whole 
strength of the united parliament would be ex- 
erted. And on the other hand, all those catholics 
who were friends to the connection with Great 
; Britain, desirous of obtaining every indulgence, 

and .of being admitted into a participation of 
every privilege consistent with that connection, 
would be confident that their cause would be 
candidly and impartially considered by a united 
parliament. ♦ In t[ie case of the Scottish union 
"" many melancholy pictures, in. the shape of pro- 
phecies, were presented to the public. view; and 
he adverted particularly to the celebrated speech 
of lord Belhaven on that occasion. Scotlfind, he 
asserted, could not, without the advantages she 
derived fi-om the union, ever hme advanced sOb 
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npidly in wealth and prosperity as she bad done book 
since that aera. The Irish house of commons v^^^^-^^.-^ 
had expresiSed what they thought of a union ; ^'^99^ 
and it was our business to. tell what we think of 
it also. 

Mr. Tiemey wished to know what advantages 
could be obtained by a union which could not be 
obtained without it. He did not contend that 
the measure was radically a bad one; but he 
thought that, after the opinion which had been 
expressed in the Irish parliament, the right ho- 
norable gentleman ought to abstain from pressing 
it. After a lengthened debate, the house divided 
for the speaker's leaving the chair 149, against 
the small minority of 24 who opposed it. 

At the next meeting of the house, February 
11, Mr. Sheridan asserted, that all the advantages 
which were professed to be expected from a 
union would be more certainly attained by the 
parliament of Great Britain setting the exam* 
pie of abolishing all civil incapacities on account 
. of religious distinctions;^ and for this end he 
moved, "that it be an instruction to the com* 
mittee, to consider how iar it would be consistent 
with justice or policy, and conducive to the, 
geueral interests, and especially to the con$olida<f 
tion.of the strength of the British empire, were 
eivjl incapacities, gn account of religious distincr 
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BOOK tions, to be done" away throughout hismsyesty's 

1799' Mr. Pitt asked, what probability there Mvss 
that the adoption of suth a measure by th^ par- 
liament of Great Britain would induce that of 
Ireland to adopt it? whether their acceding 
to it would have the desired eflfect of annihilating 
religious animosity? and, supposing these two 
objects accomplished, how feur this would go to- 
wiurds strengthening the connection between the 
two countries ? Mr. Pitt concluded by moving 
the order of the day ; and Mr. Sheridaii declined 
taking the sense of the house upon the subject of 
his proposition. 

The question, whether the adjustnient of 1782 
was or was not Signal adjustment between the 
two countries on all con$titutio]!^al points, was 
again warmly, but superfluously, debated. That 
it could not be regained as such, properly speak- 
ing, even at that time, was sufficiently evident 
from the act of renunciation paissed in 1783. 
But, allowing the adjustaient of 1782, as ex- 
plained and ratified by the act of renunciation, 
to foe, in a certain and 'speciik sense, final, what 
urais the nature and end of that adjustment ? Tp 
render the legislature of Ireland perfectly free 
and independent of Gifeat Britain. When re*-, 
stored, therefore, to that perfect freedom^ and 
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not till then, the parliament of Irelmid was cchoo- book 
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pcttent to tireat, upon terms of equality with Great v^^gg^^v^ 
Britain, upon the proposition of an incorporative ^7^- 
union. To suppose that the parliament of Ire- 
land, by regaining its independency, precluded 
Hself from treating upon any question which 
it might have treated upon had that indepen- 
dency never been lost, is, indeed, a solecism too^ 
gross to be made the subject of s^ious discus* 
sion. The " final adjustment" of 1782-3 wa$ 
evidently nothing more thaii the termination of 
the disputes actually subsisting, and could have 
no possible reference to an ulterior arrangement 
upon questions of a totally different nature at a 
future and distant period ; nor could such ulte» 
rior arrangement in ai^ manner infringe upon, 
or in any degree violate, that prior compact^ 
which was certainly never intended to limit the 
power of the legislature whose independence it 
recognised. 

On the reading of the first resolution in the 
committee on the following day, the speaker, 
Mr. Addington, rose and declared, that he had 
long been satisfied of the urgent and pressing 
necessity of the measure in question. There 
were, he observed, radical and inherent evils . 
clojsely interwoven with the state and condition 
of Ireland, which he was convinced the incor- 
poration of the two iegislatures only could re* 
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BOOK move. In contemplating the situation of Ire- 
^^^^-^^.^land even at a period of apparent tranquillity, it 
1799. w^as impossible not to discover the seeds of 
hostility, which had unhappily been matured by 
circumstances into insurrection and rebellion. 
To account for those long-subsisting animosities, 
it might be sufficient to state, that a large majo- 
rity of the people were catholics ; and that four- 
fifths of the property was in the hands of pro- 
testants, who are alone legally competent to 
hold high offices of state, and to perform the 
functions of the legislature. Hereditary feelings 
and resentments haii besides contributed to keep 
those elertients of internal discord in almost con- 
stant agitation. No remedy, therefore, could be 
effectual but such as \*rould strike at the very 
foot of the evil; by which the protestant. and 
qatholic inhabitants of the two countries would 
become one people, under the superintending 
authority and protection of a united and impe- 
rial parliament. Anxious as he was for the 
removal of the most obnoxious ground of comr 
- plaint against what was termed the protestant - 
ascendency, he sought that object by no other 
^ means than thojse of a legislative union. It had 
been suggested, as a measure of, expediency, to 
re-enact the whole code of popery iaws ugainst 
the catholics who did not produce certificates of 
their peaceable anld loyal conduct during the lat^ 
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rebellion* Of this the speaker declared his c(e- book 
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cided disapprobation^ Adverting to the system sJAJ^^ 
of 1793, by which the elective franchise and ^799- 
other privileges M^ere iinparted to the catholics v 
and to the opinion of Mr. Foster, the speaker of 
the Irish parliament, who had said respecting 
that system j that he considered it a$ the prelude) 
and certain forerunner of the overthrow of the 
proteststnt establishment in Ireland; Mr. Adding- 
ton observed, that if the predictions of Mr. Fub^- 
ter, with which he confessed his own appreheuf 
sions accorded, were well fomided, he saw no 
liieans by which their accomplishment could pos- 
sibly be averted but by a legislative union, or by 
a renewal of tlie restrictions and disabilities wlucl* 
were done away by the act of 1793. Some gen- . 
tiemen had entertained an opinion, which h« 
jacknowledged was entitled to serious attention 
and consideration, that as the measure had been 
discountenanced by the house of conunons in 
Ireland,' to persist in the discussion of it; hero 
would be to add to the irritation which unhappily 
prevailed in that country- Such an effect he ^ 
should most sincerely lament : but he trusteiil 
that the resolutions adopted by this house would 
jather tend to appease than to inflame > that 
they would be such as might be a pledge of qu^* 
liberality and oiir justice^ and mailifest the sin- 
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BOOK cerity of our wishes to extend to Ireland all the? 

Vi^^v^^^^^^^g^s of the British constitution. 
"^TgS^ Xhie resolutions were then pu^ in their propef 
order, and carried with trivial opposition. In- 
deed, these propositions were so wisely and judi- 
ciously framed, that, admitting the general po- 
licy of the measure, no well-founded or even 
plausible objection Could easily be made to them- 
The report of the committee being brought up 
on the 14th, Mr. Pitt moved, that a message be 
sent to the lords, requesting a conference respect- 
ing the means of perpetuating and improving the 
connection between the two countries. 

The subject which had so long and so deeply 
engaged the attention of the commons, had been 
at the same time introduced into the house of 
peers by a similar message from the king, deli- 
vered by lord G^renville. The address in answer 
-to this message was voted unanimously by the 
houses which then adjourned. From this period 
the business remained dormant in the upper 
house, till Monday, February the 18th, when the 
message from the commons was delivered by earl 
Temple. ' A conference accordingly taking place 
in the painted chamber, the lords deputed on 
this occasion soon returned with a copy of the 
resolutions voted by the house of commons. 
On the 1 9th of Marcli, their lordships havings 
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lieen previously summoned^ lord Grenville mored, book 
that the house do agree with the resolutions of O^vt^ 
the commons. He said that no diversity of opi- ^^93* 
ttion could possibly arise on the two chief preIimi-Sft!^n" 
nary points : first, that whatever steps they should J,'^u^ of 
take on the present occasion, the sole and exclu-^^"^** 
live rights of the Irish legislature should be duly 
respected, and considered upon the same footing 
as those of Great Britain ; and secondly, th^t it 
was essential to the interest of the empire at 
large, that the connection between the two king- 
doms should be strengthened and improved to bm 
high a degree of perfection as the nature of the^ 
case admitted* There was, he said, however, 
another preliminary to the main subject, started 
by some who appeared generally to approve of 
the measure -, and that was, whether, under the 
present state of things, it was proper at all to 
enter into the discussion ? In answer he asked, 
whether it would not be wise and politic to urge, 
with as little delay as the case would admit of, a 
feir and temperate survey of the general ques^ 
tion, in order to do away the mistaken prejudices 
and imfounded impressions which had prevsuled 
against the measure in Ireland. Here his lord- 
ship took occasion to remark upon the manner in 
wh^h the question stood in the parliament oflre^ 
land. The resolution of the Irish commons cer- 
tainly was not Conclusive. Far fi*om amounting 
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B o o K'to any thing like a law, it was,, in fact^ a mere 
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kl^v^^^^ad letter upon theiy journals. In such a case^ 
^^99' the British parliament surely ought not to be pre^ 
eluded from doing what wisdom and prudence 
dictated. His lordship theh entered into an ela- 
borate argument, to show the expediency and 
necessity of the measure t>roposed; similar in 
substance to that of Mr. Pitt in the house of 
commons. Lord Fitzwilliam objected to the 
whole proceeding, as improper, impolitic^ and un- 
seasonable. Adverting to the subject of cathoiio 
emancipation, he acknowledged th* hd never 
had ORDERS^, when intrusted with the government 
of Ireland, to bring that question forward: but 
. he liad explicitly declared that it diould have his 
full support if it came under discussion. . He be^ 
lieved, however, in his conscience, that the events 
which occurred at that period had led to the evils 
,which now existed^ 

The marquis of Lansdown avowed it to be his 
opinion, that it was morally impossible thingu 
should go on as they were now conducted* Upon 
the general utility of the measure, both in a com* 
mercial. and political view, he entertained no 
jdoubtj but as to the mode of carrying the project 
of a union into execution, he had some hesita^ 
tioii# He exposed the fallacy of making the pro- 
ceedings in 1782 an objection to the present 
measure. - There was no analogy in- respect to 
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the objects in view; The adjustment of 178^ book 
aimed to establish the independency of the twOv,^^v^ 
legislatures ; and as to that pointi it tvas unque^ ^'^^^ 
stiohably designed to be final. The? resolutions 
before them tended towards the effecting ah in- 
.corporalion of the same legislatures ; td which the 
proceedings of, 1782 could neVer have been in- 
tended to operate as a bto*; He adoiowlpdged 
himself somewhat startled at the ktea of adding a 
hundred members to the British house of com- 
mons; but if other's were satisfied as to this mat^ 
ter, he was dispelled to acquiescte in it; 

Lord Camden, late lord-lieutenant of Ireland^ 
denied that the late distractions in that country 
urose in any manner from the recal of lord 
FitzwUliam, for the kingdom was quiet for nine 
or ten months after that event ! The {^resent 
situation of Ireland was, however, such as to ren* 
der it absolutely necessary that some steps should 
be taken for the re-establishment of public order 
and tranquillity; and no riieasure wa,s so likely to 
produce a penrianent and Beneficial effect as that 
of an incorporative uniOni : • 

Marquis Townshend, the earls of Westmore- 
land and Carlisle, and the duke of Portland, who 
had all occupied the highest office of government 
In Ireland, declared also> in explicit terms^ theyt 
Approbation of the measure. 

On the other side, the earl of Moira rose to 

VOL. XI. K 
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BOOK oppose the resolutions. There was no person, 
v««ipv^he said, who would more heartily than hmiself 
1799. concur in the measure, w&^ he assured that it 
was founded on the wishes of the majority of the 
people of Ireland. But was it not manifest that 
the opposition to it was not limited to the Irii^b 
parliament only, but that it had been treated by . 
the nation at large with an abhorrence amount-^ 
ing almost to a degree of phrensy? After this 
marked reprobation of the proposal, what could 
be more' calculated to^d fuel to the flame, than 
our persevering in it? It had been stated, in 
support of the resolutions, that Ireland could not 
go on in its present state. He had predicted 
that the system of government which had been 
pursued in that country could not go on ; and 
• he had unfortunately proved too true a prophet : 
that, however, wag not a consequence flowing 
From the constitution of Ireland ; but the result 
of a frantic exercise of severities on the part of 
government. The noble lord had expatiated on 
the benefits which a union would confer on Ire- 
land. Possibly he might be right 5 but the imme- 
diate question, respecting which it was necessary 
to decide, related to the expediency of bringing 
forward these resolutions. Whether justly or 
not, it appears that the opposers of them think 
the demand upon Irel^md to be nothing less than 
to sacrifice the whole bodv of her laws, her 



GEORGE m. 51 

tights^ her liberties^ her independent parliament, book 
Under these circumstances, how does the massv^n^-y-O 
of the Irish nation weigh such a supposed de- ^^^^* 
ipand ? Disgusted as they have been by recent 
outrages, and "smarting from the lash of late 
severities, how could it be supposed that they 
Would meet with -temper the proposition fojr 
drawing closer the ties to which they have been 
taught to attribute all their sufferings ? In the 
nature of the union there was not any thing that 
held forth to the .inhabitants of Ireland a security 
against the violence of the executive government ; 
but, on the contrary, many checks upon that 
government would be withdrawn. 

The earl of Moira was seconded in these re- 
marks by lord HQlland, who animadverted with 
some severity on the assertion of lord Grenville, 
that it was necessary to exhibit to the people of 
Ireland what the terms were upon which this 
country proposed to unite the two legislatures. 
Such, he said, might very naturally be the desire 
of his msy esty's ministers ; but if they had impru'* 
dently involved themselves, by bringing forward 
this question, that was no reason why their lord* 
ships should be implicated with them. If there 
existed any necessity for showing the people 
what the intentions of his majesty*s ministers. 
Were, he thought that a report of the noble secre 
tary's speech would be sufficient for that purpose* 
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BOO K This, his lordship said, would be a better way of 
v^^-v^ settling the business, than for the house to agree 
^799' to the resolutions; which were not only in direct 
opposition to the adjustment of 1782, but to the 
recent vote of the Irish house of conraions. He 
expressed his doubts as to the great advant3.ges 
which Scotland had derived from the union with 
England ; and remarked, that it was forty years 
after that event before Scotland distinguished 
herself as a commercial nation. The proposition 
of adding one hundred members to the British 
house of commons, his lordship deprecated as a 
gross invasion of the constitution; and he was 
surprised at the apathy with which it was receiv- 
ed. Ireland itself was not disposed to the mea- 
sure ; and any attempt to affect a union by inti- 
midation or force, would be both unjust ajid 
impolitic. 
Resoiu- After various other lords had spoken, the ori- 

tions re- , ^ 

ipecting ginal motion was put, and agreed to without a 

the union • . . 

•greed to. diviSlOn. 

Debates on On the 1 1 th of April, the house being again sum- 
in the moned, lord Grenville moved an address to the 
throne, similar to that already voted by the com- 
mons ; upon which, lord Auckland immediately 
rose to express his entire approbation of the mea- 
sure. " There were few, indeed," his lordship 
said, " who. could deny the necessity of some 
great change in the system of Irish government /' 
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and he did not believe that any noble lord would book 
maintain that the union of the two kingdoms, ^^^^^v'-.O 
accomphshed upon grounds satisfactory to each, ^799- 
would not promote the tranquillity, civilisation, 
and prosperity of Ireland : but the consent and 
co-operation of Ireland were still wanting : Ire- 
land must form her own decision, through the 
medium of her own parliament. The unconsti- 
tutional doctrine, which denied the competency of 
parliament to effect .a union, and thus to operate 
what, by an inference falsely conceived and idly 
expressed, had been called its own extinction, 
was, he said, exploded even in the beginning of 
this century : it had been revived in the schools 
of deniocracy by the admirers of the sovereignty 
of the people^ This nobleman entered into a 
yery wide field of discussioii respecting the bene- x 
fits which Irelaijd would derive from the measure \ 

in contemplation ; and concluded a long and - ] 

elaborate speech with saying, " unless Providence 
shall have withdrawn from her all mercy and pro- . 
tecting influence ; unless its dispensations are to 
be such as to number her among the wrecks of 
nations ; she will gratefully receive our offer, and 
with gladness become an integral part of th^ 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

The bishop of Landaff stated to the house, 
that the duke of Rutland, when lord-lieute- 
jjjuit pf Ireland, had honored hinqi with his coa- 



54 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

,B o K fidence. In writing to the duke, about th^ 
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v^rfp^v^time the I^ish propositions were under discussion,i 
1799* he perfectly well remembered having said, " You 
and your friend, the minister of England, would 
immortalise your characters, if, instead of a mere 
conunercial arrangement, you could accomplish, 
fcy honorable means, a legislative union between 
the two kingdoms." If he were to express his 
sentiments of the utility of a union in a few 
. words, he should say, that it would enrich Ireland 
without impoverishing Great Britain; and that 
it would render the empire, as to defence, the 
i^trongest in Europe, The present bond of con- 
nexion between the two kingdoms was that of 
their having the same king ; the proposed bond 
Was that of their having the same legislature, 

^ How slight the former bond was, in comparison 

of the latter, had been fully shown. His lordship 
foresaw, as he declared, with great satisfaction, 
the time, should the union take place, when the 
whole state of Ireland should be changed: it 
Would convert her wastes into corn-fields; it 
would cover her mountains with forests ; and, in 
a word, it would render her people industrious, 

AMc tenlightened, and happy. But by far the most 

{speech of 

lord Minto. argumentative, as well as eloquent^ speech deli^ 
Vered on this occasion. Was that of lord Minto, 
late sir Gilbert Elliot ; which justly commanded 
Very great attention both from the house and the 
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public. . " If," said this enlightened speaker, book 
^* two countries, united under one executive go-s,.^^>,^^ 
yernment, but subject to different legislatures, ^^59- 
.should be unequal in power and influence, the in 
ferior state would retain merely a nominal inde* 
pendence, which would be attended with an irb- 
jsome consciousness, of real subordination. This 
contrariety of the real to the nominal condition 
of the country would be a perpetual source of 
icvil, from its. constant tendency to the produce 
tion of an acrimonious jealousy. An angry, int* 
patient, and intolerant love of independiency 
would be generated. Each victory would lead 
to a new claim; and the career of independence 
would be urged forward, by patriots or dema- « 

gogues, to the true goal of that course, namely, 
separation. From the calamities in which suck 
an event might involve both countries, the only 
sure refuge and sanctuary would be found in an 
incorporation, Wales, subdued by the first Ect 
ward, was for centuries connected with England 
by an imperfect political tie; the two nations 
being governed by the same sovereign, but en* 
joying only a partial conformity of Jaws and in- 
stitutions, This connexion, was attended with 
the prevalence of mutual outrage and petty war- 
fare, till Henry VIII* administered the only per- 
fect remedy for suph disorders, by effecting st 
legislative union. With Scotland, the English 
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wi-v^but their efforts were unsuccessful ; and the vior. 

^ ^'^^f lence of contest continued till the accession of 
James I. Then commenced a century of partial 
relation, disturbed by jealouiiy and disgust, which 
brought the two countries to the alternative of 
separa);ion or union. With respect to Ireland, 
exclusive of general motives, there existed certain 
peculiar and remarkable circumstances, relating 
to her internal and political condition, which 
seemed strongly to invite that nation to a unions, 
for the purposes of equal government, and o£ 
civil and municipal happiness. Ireland is acli- 
vided country; but u^equally diyided, as to pro- 
perty and numbers — the least numerous class 
possessing the property and the power 3 but the 
most numerous entertaining, and indeed cherishr 
ing, fondly and tenaciously, claims on both. I 
need not detain your lordships byjiescribing the 
extent or the violence pf those passions which iur 
flame and exasperate both parts of the Irish 
nation against each other. Eyery one knows the 
, firm and immovable basis on which their nmtual 
hatred stands; the irreconcilable nature of ita 
motives ; its bitter,- malignant, and implacable 
diaracter. It is hardly too. much to say, that 
there are two nations in Ireland— the one sove-- 
reign, the other subject. The sovereign class or 
past pf Irishpien claim their sovereignty as (>f 
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right 5 and ground it on an old title of conquest, book 
They claim also the federal support of Great vji^-v^ 
Britain in maintaining this dominion. They /^^^* 
show a close alliance and identity of views be^ 
tween themselves and the English interest in Ire- 
land: they call at once upon our honor and our 
gratitude, by an appeal to facts which we cannot 
controvert. I have always felt this point as con- 
stituting a true and proper dilemma ; for I can- 
not admit the ascendancy of one part of a nation 
over another and greater part, to the extent and 
to the purpose claimed in Ireland, as capable of 
assuming any character deserving the denomina- 
tion of right. That which is a wrong on one 
side, cannot, intelligibly to me, become a right 
on the other. Wrong is not a material out of 
which it is possible to construct right. But, in 
truths nothing can be less rational, or more dan- 
gerous, than these abstract views of practical 
questions afSecting the interests of multitudes or 
nations. In the blind pursuit of abstract right 
we shaH often find ourselves the instruments of 
great practical injustice and oppression. We 
cannot be ignorant that the first application of 
those rights with which we should be disposed to 
vest the Irish catholics, is likely to be the perpe- 
tration of a great wrong. They foster extensive 
claims on the property of protestants ; the present 
possession of which they treat as mere usurpa- 
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BOOK tion. We know the aspiring character of their 

XXXL 

v.^^-v-'^^ church; or, if you please, of qH churches; and; 
^799' indeed, of all bo(iies and descriptions of men coU 
lectively considered. We must, above all, recol- 
lect, that the catholics, besides their claims civil or 
religious, have passions to gratify— passions long 
irritated, long restrained, but not on th^it account 
less vehement or dangerous, I am. not more 
clear in thmking the catholics entitled to a fair 
participation of the civil and political .fiunchises 
of Irishmen, than I am in feeling that the pro- 
testants ought to be protected and defended in 
the security of their property, their religion, and 
their persons, against every violence which the 
catholics might be disposed to attempt* when 
they have passed from their present state of sub- 
jection to that of authority and pidiwer. The 
dilemma, therefore, has hitherto consisted in this; 
the protestants could not be supported in that 
ascendancy which seems necessary even for their 
protection, without derogating from what may 
appear to be a natural right of the catholics: 
the catholics could not be supported in their 
claim of equality, without transferring to them 
that ascendancy which equality of privileges 
inust draw to the larger body ; and which, from 
that moment, must expose the protestants to 
dangers from which they ought to be protected* 
Such seem to be the practical difficulties in. tho 
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way of abstract justice while the goveran^nt of b o o k 
Ireland continues merely local. An Irish par-v.^^^^ 
liament, in which the ascendancy is either pro* ^'^99^ 
testant or catholic, and it cannot but lie on one 
side or the other, may be expected still, I fear, 
to gore and lacerate the country by one or other 
of the horns of this dilemma : and I see no perfect 
remedy for Irish division, and its lamentable con^ 
sequences, while these two ^iraged and impla* 
cable opponents are still shut up together, are 
still enclosed, within the very theatre, on the very 
arena, of their ancient and furious contention. 
This divided and double condition of the Irish 
people requires a legislature founded on a broader 
and more liberal basis ; an imperial aula, to ad*^ 
minister impartial laws to all, and to reconcilo. 
security with justice, I am persuaded, that laws 
beneficial to the mass of the people of Ireland, 
and promoting its general prosperity and happi- 
ness, may be expected with greater confidence 
from the imited parliament, ia which local par« 
tialities, interests, a^d passions, will not divert the 
straight and equal current of legislation, than in an 
Irish parliament, where these stumbling-block^ 
^ust for ever bend or impede its course." 
' Proce^ing to the discussion of the various-ob- 
jections which had b^n urged against the mea** 
sure of an incorporative union, lord Minto tool; 
ispecml notice of that whidi appeared to have 
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BOOK been " the most operative and successful through- 
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K^^^^^y^out Ireland, and to have had the greatest share 
^799r in the rejection of this salutary propo^ ; namely^^ 
' . the notion that a legislativje union, however benefi- 
cial it might be to Ireland, would derogate from 
the honor and national independence of that 
country." This he styled " an airy unsubstan- 
tial sentiment ; a transient, evanescent, metaphy- 
sical point, tct which we were called upon to 
sacrifice the permanent g,nd perpetual interests^ 
of two great nations." — " I confess," said this in^ > 
telligent nobleman, "I cannot persuade 'myself 
to rank a sentiment so subtile, and subject to 
many refined and delicate modifications, with that 
sound and genuine affection which has deserved, 
by excellence, the dignified appellation of patrior 
tism. True patriotism will b;e found to rest on 
the solid basis of some rational and useful prin^ 
ciple, which will keep it uniform and uninflu- 
enced by time or circumstance, and which may 
- serye as a criterion to distinguish its own genuine 
' and steady course from the capricious and irre^ 
gular motions of some of its many counterfeits. 
vThe love of our country may be rational or fan- ^ 
tastical, as that of any other object ; but when 
founded in utility only can it challenge its de- 
sceht from heaven. If this love be well regur 
lated, and all its modes and affections in due 
subordination, he who is influenced by it wiU 
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prefer the real and solid happiness of his country book 
to any metaphysica.1 or speculative distinction, v^i^rv^ 
To this chaste and disciplined patriotism would ^^^^' 
I appeal, against the noisy and clamorous pre- 
tence which would usurp its seal, and bear away 
the decision by acclamation and tumult." Con- 
sidering, however, the question in a different point 
of view, and as it related marely to the supposed 
loss of dignity consequent upon a union, his 
lordship observed, " that Ireland, as a separate 
kingdom, still remained, in some particulars, de- 
pendent, subordinate, inferior. As the cdnnex- 
ion actually subsisting between the two coun- 
tries required an uniformity of counsels ii^ affairs 
of imperial concern, for the acquiescence^of Ircr 
land on these occasions the nature and frame of 
that connexion had provided divers securities. 
The king of Great Britain was, in virtue of the 
imperial prerogative annexed to that crown, king 
also of Ireland ; and the whole executive govern- 
ment of the latter realm was administered by a 
viceroy, whp was appointed, in effect, by a^^Bri- 
tish minister, and responsible only to the British 
tribunals. To these instances of subordination 
it might be added^ that the legislative functions 
of the sovereign of Ireland could be performed 
only under the great seal of Britain. By a 
union, on the other hand; Ireland, no longer sub- 
i^rdinate, would participate in all the rigl^ts of 
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BOOK sovereignty; and, though slie would forego hef 
' /indiyiduality, she would preserve her existence ia 
full vigor, and be identified with a larger whole." 
His lordship, lastly, adverted to the objection 
which imputed to the two parliaments an incom^ 
petency for the adoption of the plan proposed i 
and in strong, but not imguarded or intemperate^ 
language, asserted the amplitude and extent of 
parliamentary supremacy. ^' If a measure be 
expedient," said this noble orator, ** why may it 
not be executed by parliament ? or, if parliament 
be not competent, whete sl^all we find a more ade- 
quate authority? The general rule and law of 
the constitution establishes the universal autho-^ 
rity of the legislature, and defines it by no limits 
or qualification that I am acquainted with. 
Whatevear the whole nation could do, if there 
were no parliament, is within the regular and 
fundamental powers of parliament. It may be 
said, that powers, unlimited in theory, are yet 
finite in practice 5 and that, in its exercise, the 
most unbounded authority is still circumscribed, 
at least within the moral boundaries of right and 
wrong. I assent to this restriction, and even 
assert it : but who must judge the fallibility of 
parliament; and to whom must its questionable 
acts be submitted? Where are the men to be 
found, or in what forms or combinations a.'isem- 
bled, to whom suclTa superlative authority could 
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With safety be confided ? The whole efficacy of b o o k 
our constitution^ towards effecting its great and\^i^>9^^ 
Veneficial purposes, resides in this single prin- ^^^* 
ciple of the unlimited, unqualified supremacy of 
parliament. There is no appeal acknowledged 
in the conistitution from that authority, because 
no appellate tribunal can be imagined habile to 
such a jiu'isdiction. Parliament itself, affording 
the most commodious and perfect Organ of law 
and government, cannot be superseded by the 
people at large; whose inability and tinaptness to 
exercise the powers of government have given oc- 
casion to the institution thus to be superseded. 
But the abuse and perversion of this authority may 
be forcibly resisted ! " This he termed, " one of 
those mysteries, the acknowledgement of which is 
much connected with its recluse sanctity, and its 
being withheld fi-om daily and vulgar contem- 
plation, to be reserved only for the great occa- 
sions which are worthy to draw it forth. It 
ought not to be too closely or curiously exa- 
mined. Stated theoretically, it was always a 
£nare: when a practical instance should arise, 
it would answer for itself. Every case of this 
kind must stand, as it were, upon its own indivi- 
dual responsibility ; and must be sucli as to pro- 
vide for itself, without the aid of any antecedent 
principle to lean upon. Such cases must look 
Cor no support from law, being all in direct con- 
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B b b K tradiction to the particular constitution of outf 
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v.^-v-^own, as well as to the general principle of ally 
1799. governrtient. There is an established organ of 
the general will, qualified, by its frame and eon-» 
^titution, to apply the coUeptive wisdom of the 
nation to its collective interests, and to admini-^ 
ster the sovereign power of the state on this 
secure and solid foundation. The sovereignty of 
parliament, thus explained, is neither more nor 
less thaii the sovereignty of the people itself It is 
identically and precisely the «ame with it ; appear* 
ing in the only visible, tangible, or perceptible form 
. in which it can be recognised in this country*/* 

* This speech of lord Mirito i§ 6f high and unqu^stionabU 
excellence. It discovers the most liberal and comprehensive 
views of the subject on which it treats ; and all the practical 
conclusions are accurate and just. In one respect only it 
appears to admit of animadversion. His lordshrp seems t6 
allow the dilemma which he suggests, to be, in a theoretical 
view, absolutely insuperable : thus affording a great and dan« 
gcrous advantage, to the abstract reasoners on politics, who 
will, doubtless, be proud to boast, that their speculative argu- 
jnents admit of no refutation ; and to bring them forward, on 
all occasions, as nothing less than demonstrations. But,agree* 
ably to that only intelligible theory, which founds the princi* 
pies of morals on the basis of utility, there is no axiom of 
civil or political morality, not e\en justice itself, which is net 
capable of suspension, if the exercise of it can, in any in 
stance, be "proved to be really pernicious to the general inter- 
ests of society. Such was the nature of the protestant ascen- 
dency^ so long established in Irelcuid ; which, though in iiSk 
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The qiiestion Was at length put upon the' ad- b o o ic 
dress J and carried without a division; but a pro-v«^^><0 
test^ very ably drawn, was sighed it>n this oo^ ^'^®^' 
sion by the lofds HoHand^ Thanet) and King. 



abstract nature ufgust^ admitted of a complefe practical ju9* 
tification from the causey so ably stated by lord Minto. The 
real practical injustice was in refusing to the catholics a par*^ 
ticipation of those privileges with which they might have been 
safely invested; in fniticting upon them positive penalties t 
and subjectitig. them to arbitrary and tynumical restraint*. 
Also, in speaking of the nature and cxtei^t of the sovereigti 
power, lord- Minto improperly treats it as partaking of the 
mystical^ It is something too deep, and too sacred, to be in-^ 
quired into. But there is no reason whatever to represent 
government, like the Fame of Virgil, as standing with its 
feet upon the earth, and its head inveloped in the cloudsi 
Obedience to government, like all other gtelit moral duties^ 
is founded on the basis of utility ; and it is, like the rest, ca7 
pable of suspension, when it evidently .counteracts the end and 
object for which it was designed, — ^the welfare of the commu- 
nity at large. But this is a case which tio constitution 01;: 
frame of gbvemment can pre*suppose : therefore, in a general 
or legal sense, the sovereign authority has no limits. It is all- 
powerful to do good ; and to do evil, is incompatible with its 
end and essence. The popular maxims of government, conse- 
quently ,which refer all to the people, are true in a certain sense ; 
and it is infinitely better to explain that scnse^ and to show 
Jiow totally inconsistent it is with the spirit erf licentiousness 
.and anarchy, than to oppose, to the fury of wild democraciy, 
the shield^ or rather the veil, of mysticism, which will be 
easily and instantly torn asunder. Nothing can, on the one 
hand, be more explicit, than the famous declaration of Black- 
stone, respectipg those ultimate but dormant riglits .which 
VOL. Xt F 



6S .HISTORY OF GREAt BRITAIN. 

BOOK tive regulations, Mr. Wilberforce observed, that 
v„.*-v^the legal code of the Spaniards liad long and 
179&* justly been celebrated for its mildness and bene* 
ficence : hut had it rendered the slave-trade unne^ 
cessary ?. Laws of this kind could not alter the 
state o£ society, and the moral order of things. 
We were . engaged in a war with a nation whick 
had qast off all regard for those sacred principles 
whsch almost all men professed to venerate : yet 
France bad abolished the slave-trade ; while we,, 
^contrary to our own acknowledgements of the 
ne&riousness of this traffic, stilt continued to 
support and encourage it. In Africa, we were 
©nly known as corrupters and destroyers ^ and^ 
if there existed an over-ruling Providence, it 
might rarely he expected that the moral govern- 
ment of the universe would in some mode be 
. signally vindicated. For himself, he had per^ 
formed his duty : he solemnly protested against 
the consequences which should ensue from ihit 
obstinate and daring perseverance in guilt ; and 
he washed his hands of the blood which xnight 
be shed both in . the ^ea&tem and the westerii 
world. 

A committee being then moved for, in order 
to. take the state of the slave-trade into conside-- 
J-ation, a very long.debate ensued > in the course 
of which Mr. Dundas took upon him to affirm, 
that the abolition of the slave-trade could not b^ 
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effected without the coasent and concorrei^cp of b o o k 
the colonies thonsdves. We did not possess thes^rv^ 
physical means of rendering ^the resolution effi- ^799- 
cient. The trade would still be carried on^ and 
the supply woiJd be attained, with this di5i> 
rence^ that it was now conducted under the con- 
trol and regulation of the house ^ whereas, then 
it woiild be carried on by other natipns, free from 
all the salutary and humane regulations enforced 
by the parliament of this country. 

Mr. Windham observed, that people fond of 
abstract rights were apt to make very important 
mistakes. Sudden and violent remedies often cre- 
ated greater mischief than that which they were 
intended to rectify. It was not difficult to show 
the absurdity of this system of reversing the 
cause of an evil, by way of cure. Thus, for in- 
jstance, if a man were thrown out of a high wiur 
dow, and fractured a limb^ it would be but bxi indif- 
ferait mode ofcure to throw him up again. In the 
present case, it was his opinion not to attempt a 
direct reversal of the system, though bad, but to 
refer tho amelioratron of the condition of the 
slaves, to the colonial assemblies, as the wiser 
course of policy. 

Mr. Pitt made, os on former occasions, a most 
eloquent speech in &.vor j^f the immediate aboi- 
Htion ; for which he said the honor of the British 
nqme stood pledged The slave-trade was a tra& . 
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V^iP-v^^S^^^s^ humanity, against religion, and every 
^'^99' social compact. It had been, and still was, carr 
ried on under our laws, by our subjects, from our 
ports, with our capital j and shall it be asserted, 
that it is impossible for us to abolish it effectually 
without the consent of the colonial assemblies ? 
Were we to ask the advice, and wait for the con* 
sent, of these assemblies, before we dared to dis- 
continue the practice of tearing those helpless 
\^ctims of misery from their families and native 
land ? It had been observed, that the rieverse of 
wrong was not always right : but how did this 
maxim apply to the present case? Was it pro- 
piosed to send the negroes back to Africa? to 
throw any of those wretches who had their bones 
fractured, or their limbs dislocated, by their fall 
from a great height, up again? No: it was 
merely desired that no more should be thrown 
out of the window. The right honorable geur 
tleman thought, as the custom had so long cour 
tinned, it would be unwise to act precipitately. 
On this point he differed essentially: positive 
evil could not be too soon remedied ; a system of 
horror too sooji abolished: it was a murderous 
traffic; and the safety of our dominions also de- 
pended upon the improvement of- the condition 
of the negroes. He hoped the house would 
a^ee §t once to t^e measure proposed ^ or, if 
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they would not do so, declare e^^pressly and spe» book 
cifically for what purpose .the trade was to bev 
continued. He said, that the boundary should 
be marked for* the cultivation of the land: that 
new land should not be cultivated by the labor 
of imported negroes ; for if this were to be allowed^ 
there was no conjecturing where it would end : 
that the notion which some people entertained, of 
l^eir right to citltivate>all the lands held in gran(;s 
from the crown, was a great error. He would no 
more allow the cultivation of fresh lands, by the 
labor of newly imported negroes, than he should 
assent to any new colony being established upon 
the s£^e systei^ on any newly-discovered terri- 
tory. They were both equally r^epugnant to the 
spirit of tfee resolutions of the housc^ ^nd to tlie 
terms oa which even the planters pretended they 
jljiad a right to the importation of negroes. 

On dividing the house: 54 ^aembers only voted Mr. wii- 
for, and 84 against, the appointmei^t of the' ^om-,p»otion ne- 
mttee proposed by Mr. ^Vilberforoe. 

On the 12th of March, Mr. Dundas m^e his statement 
annual statement of India accounts^ Tl>e result airaL. 
was, that the debts of the company had hicreased, 
during the current year, from 5,590,000/. to 
75479>000/. J and the consequent increase of in- 
terest, payable annually, amounted, at 8 per 
cent., to 157,430/. The assets of the company 
iwid^ dufinjg the same period, according tv Jhe 
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sooRsame statement, increasecl from 8,9^8,000/. to 
w-N^ 10,531,000/., i.e. about 1,573,000/.; so thafe 
^7^99* the company was a loser, upon the balance, to the 
amount of 575,000/. But the increase of the 
debt bearing interest, was unfortunately a fact 
much more clearly made out th^ui the increase of 
the assets ; and, unless supported by the strong 
arm of government, the affairs of the company 
were evidently in a very precarious and alarming 
state. 

There was a disputed article of one million 
due to the nabob of Arcot. The East-India com- 
pany had been trustees for the payment of certain 
debts, of an extraordinary nature, from the nabob 
to certain individuals connected with the com-* 
pany; and the sum in question had been seques* 
trated out of the nabob's revenues. But the 
debts themselves being subsequently annihilated 
by act of parliament, the nabob, of course, re- 
d^manded the deposit: but the company said, 
" No ; it has been expended for the purpose of 
the war : you can have, thereforej no clainl upon 
- us for its restitution ; or, at best, it is but a loan/* 
But this counter-claim of the company not being, 
as yet^ fully established, Mr. Dundas acknoww 
ledged the propriety of regarding it, in the pre- 
sent statement of accounts, as a debt due to tho 
nabob. 

Towards the dose of the session, a m^u9ure,most 
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odious in its nature, of which the first mover and book 
chief advocate was lord Grenville, passed through v^,^.^^.^ 
both houses with surprising facility. This was a ^799. 
bill rendering perpetual those horrid penalties forfej^w 
for the crime of treason which, by the operation 
of an act passed at a crisis of alarm and expected 
rebellion, were, not without strong opposition, 
extended to the death of the sons of the late Pre* 
tender; the last of whom, cardinal York, was 
now become very aged and infirm.' A protest pri>te«ted 
was, however, altered, by the lords Ponsonby and 
Holland, against this bill; which, though drawn 
in concise terms, exposed in a just and striking 
manner the barbarity and iniquity of the prin- 
ciple on which it was founded. But it was now 
the fashion to stigmatise all advances in huma- 
nity and civilisation, or improvements in juris- 
prudence, as dangerous and democratic innova- 
tions ; and to extol, on all occasions, the provi- 
dent sagacity of our ancestors ; as if, in the opi- 
nion of these declaimers, all wisdom had died 
with their fathers, and nothing but folly re- 
mained to themselves. 

The protesting peers declare their dissent from 
the measure. 

Firsts Because the statute whidi it was by this 
bill proposed to make perpetual, appeared to 
them unjust and impolitic, and contrary to the 
H)ild spirit of the laws of England. Unjust, be- 
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? o o K cause it reduces to poverty and ruin children for 

<„^^-.^^,-^the crimes of their ancestors : impolitic, because, 

1799. instead of healing the divisions and animosities 

occasioned by civil war, it tend^i to make them 

continue. It appeared^ pioreover, contrary to 

the express declaration of magna chart a, /which 

says, that no person shall be disinherited, or de- 

. prived of his franchises, unless he be heard in his 

defence ; for in this case we disinherit persons 

who cannot be heard, and who have, committed 

no crime. 

Secondly J Because it does not appear diat any 
urgent necessity call3 for the immediate adoption 
of this law, at this late period of the session, when 
it cannot receive the due consideration which a 
question of this sort deserves^ and when th^ atT 
tendance is so thin in this house, 

Thirdly y Because we have the satisfaction of 
thinking, that it is not necessary for the preser-r 
ration of his majesty, wliosp throne cannot be 
more secure by severe penal statutes. AVe, 
tlierefore, will not agree to destroy that hope, 
* which sir William Blackstone exultingly says 
our posterity may entertain, " that corruption 
in blood may one day be abolished and for^ 
gotten." 

The parliament was prorogued on the 12th of 
July ( 1 799) : upon which occasion his majesty was 
pleased tp declare, " that the decision and energy: 
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which distinguished the councils of his ally the book 
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emperor of Russia, and the intimate union andv«.^^v**<^ 
concert so happily established between them, ^*^^* 
would enable him to employ, to the greatest ad- 
vantage, the powerful means entrusted to him 
by parliament, for establishing, on permanent 
grounds, the security and honor of this country, 
and the liberty and independence of Europe." 

On the 22d of January (1795), the very day onsessioa of 
which the hiessage on the union was delivered to lUmentJ 
Xhe two British houses of parliament, the session 
jof the Irish parliament commenced at Dublin ; 
and a speech was pn this occasion made by the 
lord-lieutenant, which concluded with the follow-- ^ 
ing analogous declamtipn; " The unremitting 
industry with which our enemies persevere in 
their avowed design of endeavouring to efiect a 
separation of this kingdom from Great Britain, 
;must have engaged your particular attention ; 
and his majesty conmiands me to express his 
anxious hope that this consideration, joined to 
the sentiment of mutual affection and common 
interest, may dispose the parliaments in both 
kingdoms to provide the most -effectual means of 
maintaining and improving a connexion, essen- 
tial to their common security, and of consoli- 
dating, asi far as possible, into one firm and lasting , 
fabric, the strength, the power, and the resources 
pf the British empire," 
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BOOK The address brourfit forward in tfe house of 
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s,,^..^,-^ peers was opposed chiefly by the lords Powers* 
.^^799* court and BeJlaipont; who severaliy moved 

Vehement ^ ' "^ 

debates on amendments, expressive of their disapprobation 

the address. •*■ * * 

Irish house ^^ a legislative union with Great Britain. On 

vora^rt^ *'^^ first division, the numbers were 46 to 19, 

the union, ^^d on tlic last, 35 to 17> in fevor of the court. 

But it was in the house of commons that the 

grand battle was expected to be fought. 

No sooner had the address of thanks been 
moved in that assembly, than sir John Parneli, 
who had long filled, with high reputation, th^ 
office of chancellor of the exchequer, from which 
he had been recently -dianissed, rose to reprobate 
the project of a union while yet in embryo. As 
for as he could judge^ of the scheme, fi-om what he 
already knew of it, he believed it to be adverse to 
the permanent interest of Ireland, smd incon** 
sistent with the rights of the people~rights, 
whidi, having been delegated to the care q£ par- ' 
^ liament, ought not to be surrendered by arepre^ 
sentative body. It w6uld zSect the constitution, 
the trade,.and the property, of the country. The 
constitution would be no more, when the legist - 
lature of Ireland was merged in that of Great 
&itain, and the concerns of the former country 
were to be entrusted to the care of men who 
would not be its representatives; -who w^uld 
have different interests, and woyld be too pre^ 
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judicedj and too ranote, to conduct its aiTairs book 

XXXI 

with justice or propriety. What would an En-v,^.y^ 
glishxnan say^ if Ireland should propose to him ^^9^- 
the suppression of one half of the number of re- 
][»resentatives of his country, and the substitution 
of Irishmen for them? Would he be satisfied 
with an asinirance, that England would be as well 
represented by Irish as by Englidi members? 
Yet even this would be a much fairer proposal 
than that which was now made to Ireland. By 
occasioning the absence of a great number of 
the nobility and gentry, it would diminish, in a 
serious degree, both the capitaJ and the con- 
sumption of the country. It would lay a foun* 
dation for permanent discontent, which would 
increase with the increasing evils the people of 
Ireland would experience from this measure. A 
similar proposition had, indeed, been acceded to 
by Scotland : But that country, a century s^o, 
was in circumstances very different from thos§ iu 
which Ireland now stood. Scotland could not 
reject the proposal, without exposing herself (o 
a contest which might have terminated in her 
ruin. A union between the British nations was 
necessary, to secure the two crowns to the same 
sovereign; but no such hazard existed in the 
present instance, for the crown of Ireland wa$ 
wnexol to that of Britain by indissoluble ties* 
That a union would s^ure the country agiainsr 
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BOOK external attack he denied ; for a foreign eneiily 
v^^,->J^^ would not be deterred from invasion by an act of 
^799^ parlijtment- He exhorted the house to disprove 
the popular charge of cotrupt influence, by d 
-tmanimous rejection of the pife^ent proposal ; 
and he concluded with the old and famotis decla- 
ration, substituting Ireland for England, "iVa- 
tinntis leges HiBEltNiiE niutari,^* 

Mr. George Ponsonby, brother 16 the earl of 
Besboroughj d baitister of high reputation and 
distinguished talents, opposed, in strong terms^ 
every idea of a legislative ilnion, as at scheme 
that would injure the prosperity and destroy the 
liberties of Ireland. He even denied the compe- 
tency of the legislature to the adoption of a 
measure invasive of the rights of the people and 
subversive of tlie constitution of tlie country. 
But, if parliament had an undoubted authority to 
exercise such power, it would, he cohtendedi be 
tlie height of folly to make such a sacrifice to the 
pride of Britain. 'What influence would a hun* 
dred Irish members have, absorbed in an assem- 
bly of 558 Britishtaembers? They must be mere 
ciphers in tlie united legislature^ and would be 
constrained, on every occasion^ to i^ubmit to the 
dictates of a haughty and powerful majority. 
For six centuries, he aflirmed, the Irish na^ 
tion had been precluded, by a series of oppres- 
sions, from the enjoyment of those advantages 
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\v\t\i which nature had blessed them; and he cfe- b o o k 
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precated the subjection of his country to thcv.^,^.^-^ 
sway of a British parliament ; declaring his fer« ^'^99* 
vent wishes for the preservation of that legist 
. lative independence^ which was the best foun- 
dation of the national happiness. Mr. Ponsonby 
also indignantly condemned the means that had 
been used for the promotion of this pernicious 
end; alluding to the dismission of sir John Par- 
nel, as an example calculated to deter every / 
possessor of office from a conscientious disclosure 
of his opinion, if it should happen to be adverse 
to the views of the court. He concluded with 
moving^ as an ^miendment to the address^ " that 
the house should declare its resolution of main- 
taining the right of the people of Ireland to 
a resident and independent legislature, as recog- 
nised by the British parliament in 1782, and ^ 
finally settled at the adjustment of all differences 
between the two kingdoms." 

Mr. Conolly, who was generally considered, in 
point' of property and influence, as the first com- 
moner in Ireland, avowed his sentiments to be 
decidedly in favor of the measure of a union. 
He compared the absurdity of two independent 
legislatures in one empire, to the unnatural phae- 
nomenon of two heads on one pair of shoulders* 
Ma»y of the evils of Ireland, he was convinced, 
jbad arisen from this source. Yet an hundred 
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B o o It &nd sbfteen placemen and pensioners, who hsA 

XXXI 

i^,^-.,^,^been known at one time to occupy seats in that 
^7^99- house^ showed how little of the real spirit of inde- 
pendence existed amongst them. 

The secretary of state, lord Castlereagh, re- 
marked, that an acquiescence in the address did 
not involve an approbation of legislative unions 
It only promised, that the house would deliberate 
on the best means of improving the connexion 
between the two kingdoms, and augmenting the 
energy of the empire. That these desirable eByds 
would be most effectually secured by an incor- 
poration oi the realmsj he was fully persuaded; 
but the members who might vote for the address, 
would not be bound to give their sanction to that 
opinion. To tranquillise and improve Ireland, 
and consolidate the strength and glory of the 
empire, were the real aim of the projectors^ of the 
measure in contemplation: and they surely de^ 
served to be hailed by public gratitude, rather 
than attacked by malice and calumny. Tlie mi- 
series of the country were indisputably great; and, 
for want of a speedy remedy, might lead to nar 
tiojQial ruin. Its state and government exhibited 
no f]xed principles on which the human mind 
could rest; no one standard to which its different 
prejudices might be accommodated. By an in^ 
corporation with Britain, a common interest 
would be established; and the welfare of (Mija 
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country would be that of the other. Religious book 

XXXI 

dissensions would be allayed; jealousy and pre-^^^v^ 
jjitdice would subside; trade would greatly flou- ^'^99* 
rish; a respectable class of men, between the 
landlord and mere peasant, would arise; and the 
morals of the lowest order of inhabitants be im* 
proved. The increase of the number of absen*. 
tees, and other incidental inconveniences, would 
be of very trifling import, compared with the 
safety and prosperity that would result from the 
measure. He did not expect to hear, from con- 
stitutional lawyers, the allegation of parliament 
tary incompetence. It was clear to him, that a 
legislative body was at all times competent to the 
adoption of the most effectual means of pro- 
moting the general welfare. For that purpose 
the parliament was instituted; and, as a union 
was calculated for such an object without violating 
the principles of the constitution, the denial of 
competency might justly be exploded. 

Mr* G<»-ry, who had succeeded sir John P^tmell 
in the office of chancdlor of the exchequer, con- 
firmed the assertion of the secretary of state, that 
no member would be considered as pledged by 
4^ addpefi». The idea of a legislative union was 
honestly lavowed; but every one would remain at 
fall fiberfy to oppose fit. Me panegyrised the 
British consl^itution, and expatiated on the ad« 
Tantag^ . of that consolidation which would 

VOL. Xh o 
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BOOK admit Ireland to the participation of all its 

s^i^^^^-wy blessings. 
1799* This great and memorable debate lasted no less 
tlian twenty hours; and, in the course of it, ^ 
very large prqportion of the members delivered 
their 'sentiments. The contest was so close, that 
only a majority of one appeared against th<5 
amendment ;— the numbers being, on the division, 
106 and 105 ; and, when the question was put for 
agreeing to the address, the ministry had in th^ip 
favor 107 against 105 voices. During the- lat- 
ter period of the debate, which continued till noou 
on the second day, the avenues to the bouse wer# 
crowded with people anxious to hear the result; 
which, when known, was hailed as a victory on 
the part of the anti-imionists> and the nbetfopolis 
resounded with acclamations. The leaders of tbt 
opposition, elevated with hope, prepared fop 
another conflict, which they did not doubt would 
give them a decided superiority. 

Tlie address was reported two days afterwards 
(January 24) ; when sir Laurence Parsons rose, 
afia with much force of eloquence opposed its. 
.^eing received. ~ He had hoped, he ss^id, that th« 
ophiions lately expressed in that hpus^ would 
have occasioned a dereliction of the proposal: 
,bqt, as the ministi^r resolved to p^ifsist in it, h« 
was glad tliat «uch pertinacity afforded an oppor- 
tunity to those gentlemen wtto had support^ tb^ 
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measure on a former night to retrieve their cha* book 
ract^rs from the disgrace which they must havev^r->,^0 
incurred by a conduct so hostile to the honor ^'^^* 
and liberties of their countiy . The proposal^ he 
said, arose from a wish, on the part of England^ 
to recover that dominion over the Irish which 
she had lost in 1782. Two considerations ought 
to regulate the adoption of any public measure ^ 
one was, whether it was intrinsically good; the 
other, whether it agreed with the temper and 
disposition of the people. Were these principles 
included in the present measure? Even if it were 
a good scheme, it would be impolitic to press it 
in opposition to the general will; and, if it Were 
bad, the consequences of persistence in it might be 
dreadful. " But," exclaimed this ardent speaker, 
** it cannot be carried into effect ; for every gentle- 
man, in Ireland will sooner part with his life, than 
give up the independence of his country. Let, 
then, this scandalous and irritating measure be 
relinquished ; and let the country, panting from 
its recent struggles and its present alarms, repose 
at last in tranquillity I " ^ 

Lord Castlereagh, in reply, allowed that minis- , 
ter& did not intend to relinquish the measure^ 
while they had any hope Of success. If they 
should, they would be unworthy of the situations 
which they filled; and might be accused of a dis- 
regard to the interests of thieir country and the 

G 2 
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BO o K empire. The parliament, helioped, would have 
WiiP^rw too just a sense of its own character, to dismiss a 
^'^99^ qfuestion of such importance, without a sober and 
ddib^ate discussion. The measure ought not to 
be sacrificed to the clamors of Action. It was, 
peiiiaps, the first virtue of ministers, to maintain 
a dignified firmness against faction. The dis^ 
mission^of those who were unfriendly to a union, 
could not justly be condemned. It was a part of 
the king's prerogative, to determine who should 
be his servants ; and as to himself no obloquy 
OT calmnny should deter him fi-om the prosecu- 
tion of a beneficial scheme. 

Mr. John Beresford, the leader of a great antf 
dominant party in the kingdom, professed hisdesire^ 
V of a union, as thinking it the best remedy for the 
miserable condition to which Ireland was reduced^ 
by the perpetusd conflict of contending interests. 

Sir John Pamell pronounced it degrading ta 
the dignity of parliganent, to entertain a question,, 
whether it should put an end to its own existence. 
He animadverted on the absurdity of pretending, 
as some had done, that it was inconsistent or 
presumptuous to declare against a union, without 
knowing the terms, or understanding the true 
nature of the question. Could any man be ig- 
norant, that the question was, whether the par- 
liament of Ireland and the independence of the 
nation should be given up for ever? As the 
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ministers would not bind themselves by a promise book 
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to preserve these great objects^ the parliameat,v.,#^v^ 
he hoped, would determine the point, by voting ^'^^^ 
that it would never surrender the legislative in* 
dependence of the reakn. 

After a violent debate^ scarcely inferior inniswnt of 
length or asperity to the former, a division todkcommoDs. 
place, when the motion of sir Laurence Parsons, 
for the omission of the obnoxious clause in the 
address, prevailed, by a majority of 111 to 106 
voices. 

The exultation of the metropolis rose to astat« of 
great height on this d^eat of the ministry. Theireiand/^ 
unionists were insulted and calunmiated by every 
possible mode of inventive malignity. On the 
other hand, the chief speakers of opposition ac- 
quired a sudden and extraordinary increase of ' 
popularity. Their eloquence was extolled with 
h3rperbolic praise, and their patriotism applauded 
in high-flown terms of admiration and gratitude. 
Attentive and calm observers nevertheless re- 
marked, that the vehement enthusiasm of the OBr 
pital did not extend to the nation at large. It was 
apparent, that the weight of the landed Interest ^ 
was in favor of the measure; that Cork, the 
second city of the kingdom, and the commercial 
towns in general, though greatly agitated and 
divided, were, upon the whole, rather friendly 
than hostile to it; that government had secured 
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BOOK the chief political interests of the country, which, 
v^^-Y'-O added to the powerful means of influence, corrupt 
Th ^^^ 's ^^ constitutional, possessed by the crown, gave 
try gain a mighty and apparently irresistible force to itaf 
pariia- Operations, But, above all, it was perceivable 
that the great mass of the Irish nation j consisting 
of the Roman-catholics — sunk into apathy, and 
almost into despair— made no effort in opposition 
to the measure/ They were fully sensible that 
theif condition could scarcely ^be made worse; 
there was a possibility that it might be made 
better by a union ; and far from feeling, in their 
present circumstances, those emotions of national 
pride which the extinction of Irish independency 
was calculated so severely to wound, they rather 
saw, with a sensation of pleasure, the chagrin and 
humiliation of their most inveterate adversaries^ 
those petty protestant tyrants, who arrogated to 
themselves the title of the nation, to the ex- 
clusion of three-fourths of the conmiunity . Upon 
the whole, it must be acknowledged that the sen- 
timents of a great majority of persons of weight 
and influence, who acted with government on thisr 
occasion, were powerfully biassed in favor of the 
measure by the indelible impression of recent 
events; and it may be inferred, from the for- 
midable efforts actually made by the opponents 
of this project in parliament, that the whole in- 
fluence of government, vast and unbounded as it 
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«iay seem, would in ordinary circumstances have if o o k 
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been found wholly unequal to the accomplislimentv^.^»,v-^ 
•of so daring and difficult a measure. . ^^58- 

A large proportion of counties, cities, and 
towns, throughout the kingdom, sent up addresses 
expressive of their detestation of the design of & 
legislative union. The counter-addresses and 
resolutions passed in fevor of the project were 
much inferior in number; but this was easily ac- 
counted for, even supposing the unionists to be 
equal or superior in this respect to the opposers of 
the measure. For that enthusiasm which prompts 
to active and vigorous exertion was entirely with 
the anti-unionists; while the friends of the union, 
unless influenced by motives foreign to the merits 
of the project, contented themselves, for the most 
part, with a calm and noiseless approbation. 

The /county of Galway distinguished itself 
however, among a few others, by a strong con- 
test, when the resolutions condemnatory of the 
lawon were proposed: and the archbishop of 
Tu^m, metropolitan of Connaught^ supported by 
vtjty many respectable gentlemen of the county, 
protested against them. In the towii of Galway, 
also, an addi^ss was voted in fevor of an incor- 
porative union. ^^ In the constitution of the 
empire," say these addi^ssers, " as it at present 
stands, we discover >the' seeds of party animosity 
;md national jealousy— a protestant parliament^ 
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BOOK 9nd a catholic people ! Hence religious dissen* 
v^^^i;^sion and dvil discord.--Two legislatures in the 
1799. same empire! Hence local prejudices and com- 
mercial rivahy! For this radical defect in the 
polity of the empire, we can see but cme remedy, 
and that remedy is an union." - 
Lord Cor- On the 15th of February, lord Corry, son of the 
!SJc'S?''''earl of Behnore, moved « That the house of cont- 
mons should resolve itself into a general com- 
mittee on the state of the nation, and consider of 
an address to the king, declaring an inviolable 
attachment to British connexion ; and represent- 
ing a separate independent parliament, as essen- 
tial to the interest and prosperity of Ireland." 
This was opposed by lord Castlereagh, as wholly 
superfluous; it not being the intention of the 
ministry to press the measure of union at a time 
of public irritation. Mr. Ponsonby ably sup- 
ported the motion, and with great spirit repelled 
the insinuc^tion, that sinister artifices had been 
employed, to delude the country gentlemen into 
a ftctious: opposition to the measure. He was, 
however, well pleased at the firmness with which 
many of them had expressed their opinions; 
and he hsfd no doubt that, with good sense and 
patriotism only for their guides, they would 
escape the Pitt-faUs with which the ways of par- 
liament were overspread. On the division, 103 
gave their sufirages for the motion, against 133 
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who opposed it ; and it was evident that the book 
court-party were gradually gaining strength. y^p-v-^i^ 
As one of the chief arguments in fevor of a^J'^^j^^ 
legislative union was founded on the danger of wnby'g 

^ ^ motion rc- 

an eventual division of the executive power,J«cte<L 
which had in fact appeared extremely probable 
ten years since upon the proceedings respecting 
the regency, a bill was brought forward early in 
the month of April, by Mr. Ponsonby, to pre- 
clude future difference between the parliaments 
of the two realms in the appointment of a re- 
gent. This was opposed by lord Castlereagh, as 
a delusive measure, which, while it pretended tp 
obviate the effect, left the cause of the evil un- 
touched; and would not prevent the disagree- 
ment of two independent legislatures, by oae or 
other of whose opinions the regent must neces- 
sarily be influenced. 

Mr. Foster, the speaker of the house, a man of 
,gre^t knowledge, talents, and integrity, in the 
course of the debate, attracted profound atten- 
tion by an elaborate speech in favor of the bill, 
and in opposition to the general principle of a 
legislative union. As the existing constitution 
conferred benefits which could from no other sy- 
stem be^so confidently expected, he saw no suffi 
cieut reason for a change which amounted to an 
absolute subversion of it. Though there was a 
possibility of a serious difference of opinion be- 



yO HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BOOK tween the two parliaments, the probability of this 
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^..i^nv^was not so great as to require a surrender of the 
1799* constitution, for the purpose of preventing such 
discordancy; and the present bill would remove 
the only apparent foundation of alarm. The two 
houses of either parliament might disagree, and 
ought, by parity of reasoning, to be formed into 
one assembly J but a system, which was proved 
by experience to answer all the beneficial ends 
of government, ought not to be sacrificed to idle 
speculation. Commerce, the speaker affinned 
to be already in a thriving state, requiring 
only the care iand attention of its natural protec- 
tors; and as to religion, an Irish parliament 
might adjust all points in which tiie protestants or 
catholips were concerned, as effectually as an im- 
perial legislature ; and he urged the natives of 
Ireland, whether protestant or catholic, alike ia- 
terested in its trade, its prosperity, and its free- 
doni,^to join all hands and hearts together, dis- 
missing all local and partial jealousies, to sq.ve 
their common country from the danger whioh 
threatened her. 
noTern- After great debate, the further consideration of 

ment dc- j -n i /» * 

terminedtothe*bill was postponcd till the 1st of August, and 
perse\ere. ^^^ jniuistry gained another important, though 
indecisive, victory. On the termination, how- 
ever, of the session (June 1, 1799)> it manifestly 
appeared that the court were firmly resolved to 
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^tievete in their original design. The lord- book 
lieutenant, on this occasion, informed the two^^l^^,^ 
houses, "that he had hi$ majesty's particular ^7^99- 
-COnmiands, to acquaint them that a joint address 
x>f the two houses of parliament of Great Britain . 
had been laid before his majesty, accompanied by 
resolutions proposing and recommending a com- 
plete and entire union between Great Britain and 
Ireland 5 and he declared that his majesty, as the ' 
common fether of his people, must look forward 
with esH'nest anxiety to the moment when, in con- 
formity to tiie sentiments, wishes, and real in- 
terests of his subjects in both kingdoms, they may 
all be inseparably united in the full enjojrment 
of the blessings of a free C9nstitution." And in 
the royal speech, at the conclusion of the British 
session (July 12, 1799)j the king went so far as 
to declare, " that the ultimate security x)f Ireland 
could alone be ensured by its intimate and entire 
union with Great Britain ; and I am happy," said 
this well-intentioned monarch, " to observe that 
the sentiments manifested by numerous a^d re.- ' 
spectable descriptions of my Irish subjects justify 
the hope, that the accomplishment of this great 
and salutary work will be proved to be as much 
the joint wish, as it unquestionably is the com- 
mon interest, of both my kingdoms." 

The congress of Rastadt had, from the begin- 
ning of the present year (1799), become a mere • . 
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BOOK form and modcery of negotiation, serving ooly as 

^.^^^.y^a pretext for delay — the armies of neither of the 

Diiato^' belligerent powers being yet ready to enter the 

and incf- field. AustHa awaited with impatience the af- 
fective pro- * 
ceedings ofrival of the Russians, and the approach of that 

the con- '^^ 

gross at season of the year when the op^ations concerted 
between the miperial courts on the side of Italy 
and the Tyrol might commaice ; and France was 
solicitous to replace/by military conscriptions, the 
dreadful void which appeared in all the armies of 
the republic. The renewal of the war was, how- 
ever, regarded with aversion by all classes of the 
nation. Every degree of confidence in the go- 
vernment was lost, the most gloomy apprehen- 
sions were entertained, and defeat and disgrace 
were already anticipated. 
- Rccom- At the end of February, general Jourdain be- 
f^hostiiitiesgan his march into Suabia ; but the French pie- 
Austria and nipotentiaries at Rastadt informed count Metter- 
rance. ^.^j^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ deputation of the empire, ** that 

the march of the army ought to be considered aa 
a precaution rendered necessary by circumstances ; 
and that the directory persisted in the intention 
of concluding peace with the empire, if the em- 
pire would declare itself against the march of the 
Russians." The deputation, the majority of 
whose members sincerely wished for peace, came 
to a conclusum, that the note in question should 
be sent to the diet, accompanied by a declara- 
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tioB, stating the urgent necessity of such an b o o k 
answer as would enable them to resume the's,^»-y.«w 
fi^otiation. But the Austrian minister, in a ^"^^r 
note dated Mari^h 4> signified, in explicit terms, 
how much this proceeding was disagreeable to 
his imperial ms^sty; and that all further decla- 
ration sh<mld have been suspended till the ulte- 
rior decision of the emperor and the empire, agree- 
aUy to the former conclusum of the deputation. 

But hostilities between t!he emperor and France Army of 
had actually commenced. The army of Jour-j^ain 
dain, amounting to forty thousand nven, hadji^i^^ 
crossed the Rhine at Kehl and Basle^ March 1st. 
A secohdaiy army, under the command of gene- 
ral Bemadotte, had at the same time advanced 
into the palatinate, and penetrated as far as Hail-* 
bron. The great object of Jourdain was to pre- 
vent the junction of the Austrians and Russians 
on the Adige. For this purpose, an attack was Operations 
made upon the Tyrol. The army of Jourdain, many and 
now styled the army of the Danube, was strongly f^^*^" 
supported by the force stationed in Switj^erland, 
under general Massena, which had gained the 
heights of the Lake of Constance, and threatened 
the entrance of the. Grisons^ The archduke 
Charles passed the Lech on the 5th of March^ 
and took a position on the Inn, parallel to the 
general line of the operations of the French. 
The campaign was opened with success by ge* 
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BOO K neral Massena, who captured the important for*' 
v^^v^ tress of Luciensteig by assault. Another divtsipn 
^799' of Massena's army, having passed the Rhine at 
Ragatz, and secured the post of Holdenstein, the 
Austrian general AufFenberg, being nearly sur- 
rounded, was compelled to capitulate, and the 
town of Coire was instantly occupied by the 
French. 

No communication, however^ could take {>lace 
between the armies of Jourdain and Massena, on 
the eastern side of the Lake of Constance, while 
the Austrians maintained possession of Feldkjrch. 
On the 12th of March, general Jourdain made a 
fierce attack upon the enemy intrenched, under 
the command of the gallant general Hotze, at 
that place ; but was repulsed with considerable 
loss, and fell back on Dillengen, closely followed 
by the archduke, who took a position in sight of 
the French, a narrow valley and rivulet only se- 
parating the two armies. One of JourdaSn's. 
adjutants presented himself before the Austrian 
camp, to ask if the dispatches from Vienna, ex- 
pected in return to the ulterior demands of the 
directory, had arrived? On receiving an answer, 
in the negative, he proclaimed the rupture of the 
armistice. Thisformality was followed by a very 
Successes ^"^k attack on the vanguard of the Austriaa 
^^^^^'^^^^•^rmy, which retreated to the main body. The 
Gbarjei. n^t day the Austrians attacked the French with 
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tqvtal vigor, and far superior force, tliroughout book 

XXXI 

the whole extent of their line; and the latter were v^.^..,^^^ 
in their turn compelled to retreat tp Stockach. ^799. 
Here another bloody and obstinate engagenaientstockach. 
took place, on the 25th of Mai^cb. Night alone 
put an end to the carnage, and ten thousand 
men were left dead or dying on the field of battle. 
The loss was probably nearly equal; but the ef- 
fect was fer more seriously felt by the French 
than the Austrians; and, on the morning succeed- Retreat of 
ing, genial Joiirdain continued his retreat, °" **" 
somewhat precipitately, towards SchafFhausen and 
Ba^le. The efforts of this commander had been 
«o great, in proportion to his force, that the 
whole weight of public indignation in France fell 
entirely upon the executive government, which 
had not furnished him with the means of success, imbecimy 
In obeying the order of the directory, to cross rectorial 
the Rhine, he stated to them the insufficiency of ^nt?" 
the force which he commanded to the purpose of an 
invasion ; and observed, that " it would be more 
easy to find a glorious death, from such an un- 
equal contest, than to reap any laurels." The 
answer of general Scherer, the war-minister, to 
this dispatch, consisted merely of common-place 
impertinence. He allowed " that the dispropor- 
tion between the forces of Jourdain and those of 
the archduke might occasion disquietude in som^ ' 
circumstances ; b;ut that superiority of numbers 
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BOOK conW never terrify an army led by the conqueror dt 
^^^^^EJeurus, &c."— and talked of" national vengeance 
^7$9* to be exercised against perfidions governments." 
General Although general Ma^sena had failed in re- 
i^^tes peated attempts to force the post of Feldkirch, 
Tyroi^^ the difierent detachments from his division had 
penetrated into the mountains of the Tyrol to- 
wards the sources of the Inn and the Adige, and 
had rendered themselves masters, in great mea-^ 
sure, of this key both .of Germany and Italy. 
General Laudohn guarded, however, the defilea 
fowa^rds the Engadine and the Valteline with 
great care ; and general Lecourbe, who com- 
manded in the Tyrol, found it dilBSicult to surprise 
his vigilance^ Geitetals £)esoIles smd Loiseau be- 
feg severally directed to turn the flanks of the 
Austrian army, performed this service with great 
dexterity 5 the former in particular, notwithstand* 
ing the ices and snows, scaling the rugged and 
hitherto inaccessible mountains which separate' 
thesoBTcesof the Adda and the Adige. General 
Lecourbe eommanded in person the attack in 
front ; and scarcely could general Laudohn force 
his way, vt^h the loss of his baggage and cannon, 
through the chain of the French posts, to the 
Valley of the Adige, called Venosta, where he 
found general Bellegarde, who now thought it ex- 
pedient to retneat still further, in oMerto coter 
Botaien, and press the levy of the Tyrolian militia; 
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The campaign in Italy had not opened when book 
that on the Danube seemed closed by the retreatv^^^Ij 
of . Jomdain> whose array had been the victim of ^799- 
the incapacity and corruption of the directory 
and their agents; particularly of Scherer^ minis* 
ter of war, who was at length dismissed from his 
post. But scarcely had the public time to con-oenmai 
gratulate themselves on this event, when it wsspmnted'to 
announced/ that this justly obnoxious person wasf^ *'"*' 



appointed commander-in-chief of the army iuurdy. 
Lombardy. 

The whole of Italy, from the western Alps to 
the Adige, and from the Venetian frontier to 
Sicily, was at this period in possession of the 
French; and the revolutionary spirit having 
strongly seized the minds otsL great majority of 
the more daring and enterprising part of the 
Italians, a vast force might have been collected^ 
under an able and experienced leader, for the de** 
fence of the country ; a force which, in conjunc* 
tion with the French, might have defied every 
effort of the combined powers. But the direc* 
tory had, by their weak and oppressive policy, 
alienated the hearts of the Italians, as much 
as those of the Gallic nation. ' 

Trouve, under the title of ambassador otopprem- 
France to the Cisalpine republic, had domineer^ diroctorr. 
ov^ that state with the most insolent and o^^r$- 

VOL. XL H 
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BOOK cious tyranny. Not even the fonns of a frfee 

s.,^^^y^government were suffered to subsist : a new con-- 

^T^99' stitution was imperiously proposed to, or, ta 

speak more properly, imposed by force upon, 

than ; and the Cisalpines, after tasting the sweet». 

» of liberty and indepencfence, were enraged to find 

their pretended guadrdians converted into the 

most cruel oppressors. 

The principal changes in the new constitution — 
framed for the Cisalpines by the directwy^and said 
to be the immediate fabrication of Lepaux, who 
designed it as a model for the future improvement 
of the French government— were the diminutioi^ 
of themmvber of the legislative body; the lessen^ 
ing the niusiber of departments y Sk prorogation of 
three months in every year ; the perpetual right of 
the ex-Klirectors to sit in the council of ancients v 
the renovation of a third of the councils every 
two years ; the nomination to every rank in the 
army by the directory— who were also to hav& 
the liberty of the press under their control, as 
well as the ikiances-3 and the initiative in the 
enacting of laws. 

Liguria^ Tuscany, Rome, and even Lucca, 
groaned under the directorial yoke : what seemed 
most, however, to excite the public astonishment, 
was the disgraceful dismission of the ambassadors 
of the Neapolitan government, so recently esta- 
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blished by the iimnediate instramentality ofBooK 
France; but it now appeared that the directory v,3^^lLi 
did not will a, Neapolitan republic. ^799* 

On assuming the command, geneiral Schereri))M«tew 
assembled his troops on the Venetian frontier,undlrSSS 
while the Austrian army formed itself, under the 
orders of general Kray, along the left side of the 
Adige. On the 26th of March, the whole Aus- - 
trian line, between the Lake of Garda and that 
river, was attacked by six divisions ; three of 
which attempted to force the posts on the lake, 
in order to take Verona in the rear. This plan, 
concerted by general Moreau, who led the three 
divisions, was, so fer as related to himself, crowned 
with success. They carried the redoubts and in-^ 
trenchments, took possession of Rivoli, and, pass* 
ing the Adige, cut the line of the Austrian troops, 
part of which retreated far into the valley. The 
remaining diyjsions, under the command of Scherep 
in person, furiously attacked tlie outposts of Ve- 
rona, where they were received with such intre- 
pidity by the Austrians, that the fort of St.Maxi« 
min was taken and retaken seven different tinxeSf 
In the result, the French were repulsed, and ge- 
neral Scherer, contrary to the pressing remon- 
strances of Moreau, who deprecated as fetal this 
retrograde movement, determined to repass the 
Adige, and retreat to Peschiera. In a few dajrsi 
however, throwing bridges over the^ Adige, h* 

h3 
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B o o k rq>eated his attack on the Aiistrian line, but was 
y^^!^9ffi^ repulsed with great idaughter; and the 
^J99* bridges having been broken down, by a detach- 
ment which took the French in the rear, the re- 
treat was precluded of mwy thousands, who were 
either entirely cut off, « dispersed among the 
neighbouring mountains. The loss of the French, 
on that day, was estin^ted at about seven thou- 
s^q4 men. 
Battle o^ Thu3 defeated in bis various ent^prises, Scherer 
di:ew off (April 1) fa^. forces from the Lake of 
Ga^rda« after throwing a strong gai^rison into Pes- 
chif^ra, ^d Concentrated his aimy bdow ViUa 
fra^fic^ near Ma<gnAi]e--the ri^ divisiou^ of the 
Fre^jch, being encwiped b^ore Porto Le»g^mp/ 
Me^u^whUe thp Austria^ army passed the Adiige^ 
occupied C^tel Nupvo, and, maaking Beschi^^ 
p)«^sed uppn the le^ of the Fren^ army^. Ge- 
neral Scherer5 in ordear to prevent the AustriMui 
from tp^miig his l^ fiap]^, detenniD^. (Aprils.) 
tahai^f|r4 a thi<?di general attacks Gpenend Kottjf^ 
wa^ w;eU prepared foir the conflict, and equally re* 
soly^ not to d^Vne so &,vorable an opportunityr 
pf engsiging a; retreating adversary. The battle 
w^ l0ijg and desperate. Every point oi the Une, 
on wl^ch, thq columns ii^t, was disputed witfa^ 
gr^a^ obstinacy. Moreau pierced through the 
c^itre^ CMld fought under the wall^ of Verona^ 
Q^ thQ:Q^he)[! h{a]|d)tMl^ column (^thieAwtriw 
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army, having succeeded in turning the right of b o o k 
the French, threw the division on that side intos.^^v^ 
confusion, and in the end decided the victa^5^ ^^*®' 
Hie next day, Scherer began his retreat to Rover- 
bello, and passed the Mincio at Goito. The cap- 
ture oi Gov6rnoIo, the blockade of Peschiera and 
Mantua, and the total interruption of the eottt' 
munication of Scherer with Ferrara and M6dena, 
were the immediate consequ^ces of the victbry 
of Magnan. Such was the situation of affairs in 
Italy at the mbment of the arrival of the first 
columns of the Russian army. 

The successes of Lecourbe, in the Tyrol, were General 
no longer useful, since the plan of offensive warevacuate« 
was relinquished by Scherer. He therefore with- ^^^ ' 
drew, not without being much harassed by the 
enemy, into theEngadine,' General Jourdain, General 
in consequence of his continued misunderstanding superceded 
with the directory, had been superceded, and the uJ^mH 
chief command conferred upon Massena; who, 
with his united force, took a strong position along 
the lefl side of the Rhine; from the Grisons to 
the extent of the territory occupied by the French, 
and fixed his head-quarters at Basle. About the 
middle of April, the archduke invested Schaff- 
hausen^ and the gates being forced, the Austrians 
entered the city sword in hand, the French re- 
irCDIing precipitately across the Rhine j and„on 
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BOOK leaving the town, they destroyed the bridge so 

v^^^v^i^uch faqied for its singular conatruction. 

17P9. The French army in Italy, in the mean tinie, 

continued its march beyond the Oglio andChiusa, 

while general Kray passed the Mincio with his 

Arrival of main forcc. The vanguard of the Russians, un-r 

ans in Italy der the famous Suwaroff, had by thia time en-e 

S?ars^Ltered the beautiful plains of Italy, reaching V^ 

^ ' rona on the 13th of April*; and pressing the 

miarch of his columns, he quickly joined the Ausr 

trians, and assumed the chief commaQd of the 

imperial armies. Cremona was now evacuated 

by the French, who fell back behind the Adda ; 

and, on the 1 7th of April, general Scherer, covered 

with disgrace and confusion, after having caused 

the ruin of the army of the Danube as minister, 

and that of Italy as commander, Ws^s compelled 

to abandon a station which he was so unworthy 

General to fill; and general Moreau was now entrusted 

S^^thc*' with the hazardous direction of this dispirited and 

SJ'^JJ^ dimiiaished force. Ag^^iftst such deci4ed supe« 

Moreao. ^ 

* The prostrate South to th^ destroyer yields 
Her boasted titles, and her golden fields. 
With grim delight, the brood of Winter view 
A brighter day, and heavens of azure hue \ 
Scent the new fragrance of the breathing rose, 
And quaff tixe pfsndent vintage a& it grows* 

en AY, 
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riority^ no talents could avail. Peschiera and book 
Brescia were reduced to surrender at discretion^v^ipv^ 
and Mantua was closely blockaded. The head- ^^^' 
quarters of the French were now removed to 
Milan, and the army intrenched itself on the 
Adda; while gaieral Moreau impatiently awaited 
the reinforcements promised from France; ex- 
|>ecting also to be joined by the division which 
occupied Tuscany, commanded by general Mac- 
donald, and anotlier detached from the army of 
Massena, under general DesoUes. Meanwhile 
t?he archduke remained indisposed at Stockach, 
and the war on the Rhine seemed for a time 
/suspended. 

On the 8 th of April, count Metternich informed Negotia- 
the French ministers, at Rastadt, that he had re-^t firn- 
ceived a formal order from his imperial majesty ,off.*'"*'^ 
in his quality of chief of the empire, to take no 
further part in the negotiations for peace^ since 
the circumstances and relations under which the 
congress had assembled were totally changed; 
and that he should immediately leave the place 
of congress. The deputation of the empire, Jiow- 
ever,L refused to concur in this resolution, and 
contented themselves with referring the decision 
to the general diet. Divers members, neverthe- 
less, of the deputation left Rastadt immediately ^ 
on the departure of count Metternich. The 
bark retained for the conveyance of the French 
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BOOK mioi^ters iiaving been cut away by an Austrifui 
^J^^^^pipktrole^ and complaint being made of this 
\799» injg^action of the l^w of nations to the grand 
ohancellor of the empire, baron d'Albini^ answer 
W9^ returned, that he woiild not be responsible fof 
(he events of war, nor promise any further secu- 
rity tp the congress, Xbe d^put^tipn^ on this, 
gave notice to the ministers of Franpe, that the 
course of negotiations should be suspended ^ and 
ihey, m their turn, protesting against the violas 
tions of public right, declared that they should 
retire in three days to Strasburg, where they 
fvould wait for the renewal of the negotiations^ 
and receive whatever prpppsitions of pe^ce shoidcl 
be offered them, 
seeretartu At this period, the secret artiples of the treaty 
ti^ty^of**<>f C^mpo Formio were made public, doubtless 
f^m. by the policy of the French directory 5 frpm whiclj 
it appeared, that the emperor had formally cpn<: 
sented tp the cession of the lefl side pf the Rhine 
to France, frpm Basle as far as the confluenpe of 
this river With the Nethe below Andernach, com^ 
prehending'Mentz, and t^ie head of the bridge at 
Manheim;— also to evacuate the fprtresses of 
Ehrenbreitstein, Philipsburg,&c. j— and to furnish 
nothing beyond his contingent in case of the 
pontinuance of hqstilities with the empire, 
France agreed, in return, tp a fidl equivalent to 
tjie emperor 5 and particularly to the cession of 
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jSaltzburg,, and the Bayarian provinces on the book 
right side of the Inn, The Gennan princess^i'^^^^ 
who were injured by the' cessions in question^ to ^739- 
be indemnified in such manner a^ should be re^ 
gulated by the oonmion consent of the emperor 
lEind the French republic. 

In cpnsequence of the notice given by the 
French ministers at Rastadt (April 26)<, of their 
intended departure^ the baron d'Albini, grand 
phancellori wrote to colonel Barbaczy, the com* 
iqandar of the cordon of the Austrian advanced 
posts^ demanding escorti; for the deputies of the 
i&mpire, and safe conduct for the French pleni* 
potentiaries. Colonel Barbaczy, on the SSth^ 
addressed a very extraordinary note to the French 
ministers, informing them> *^ that, as it did not 
accord with military plans to tolerate citizens of 
the French republic in countries ocoipied by 
the royal aiid imperial armies, they consequently 
should notvtake it ill that the circumstances of 
war forced him to signify to them to quit the 
territory of the army in the space of twenty-four 
Jiours." It is remarkable, that the plenipoten* 
tiaries would actually have quitted Rastadt oiif 
the preceding d^y, had not the deputies of the 
empire prevailed on them to wait the return of' 
baron d'Albini's messenger. Tlie demand was 
for a safe conduct ; and when it was observed to 
Ihe Hungarian officer w)]io brought Barbac^f 
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iook letter, that it contained nothing relative to the 
\,4r^r-^^bject of the demand, he answered, that a doubt 
1759. on that head would be injurious to the honor 
of an Austrian officer. At the same moment, 
four hundred hussars, of the regiment of Szeck- 
ler, entered Rastadt, took possession of the 
posts and gates of tlie town, with an order to 
suflbr no person to enter or go out. The 
French ministers hastened their departure, and 
at eight in the evening they were in their car- 
riages. On coming to the gates, they^ were sur- 
prised to find a passage refused them; and it 
was not Y^ithout an express permission from the 
military commandant of the place, that they 
were at length suffered to pass. It was then 
two hours after sunset ; and when they had ad- 
vanced about five hundred paces from the gate, 
a troop of Szeckler's hussars, or of persons ex- 
actly resembling them, suddenly burst out from a 

Horrid ms-wood that skirtcd the road, and surrounded the 

sassination , . .',1. 

of the first carriage, m which was Jean Debry, with his 

Frenchmi- , .1 ^ rri . t • 

nisters. Wife and Children. Thinking them to be some 
and Rob«r-patrole, he exhibited his passport from the win- 
^ * jdow, and mentioned his name and quality. 

^ You are the minister Jean Debry !" was the 
reply ; and immediately he was dragged out of 
his carriage,- aud' fell, covered with blood, from 
repeated strokes of the sabre. The hussars pro- 
^deeded to plunder the carriage ^ and, returning to 
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see if he was actually dispatched, raised up his b o o k 
arm, which falling again, as perfectly destitute of^^g^^^,^^ 
sensation, they exclaimed " Oh, for him, he is ^799. 
dead enough !" In the second coach were the 
secretary and other domestics of the minister, 
who were suffered to pass, after the pillage of 
their property. In the third carriage was Bon- 
nier alone. They asked if he was the minister 
Bonnier. On his answering in the affirmative, 
the hussar opened the door of the carriage, drag*^ 
ged him out, and he was instantly murdered 
with many mortal wounds. The secretary of 
the legation, Rbsenstiel, who was in the fourth 
coach, seeing by the light of a flambeau what 
was passing, jumped out of the carriage, and for^ 
tunately made his escape. In the fifth coach was 
the nunister Roberjot and his wife. They at^^ 
tempted to drag him out ; but Madame Roberjot 
holding him fast clasped in her arms, they massar' 
cred him in this position ; and, having thus exe- 
cuted their commission of pillage and slaughter, 
the hussars rode off. The carriages, immediately 
turning back to Rastadt, were freely readmitted 
within the walls. The secretary Rosenstiel, hav- 
ing wandered about for some time, gained a nar- 
row path which led salely to Rastadt ; and Jean 
^Debry, with much difficulty making his way to 
a neighbouring wood, bound up his wounds in 
tKe best manner he was able, the coldness of the 
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BOOK night contributing happily to^ stop the effusion 
v^^pv^of blood. He continued there till daylight, and 
V99f then, venturing out, crept slowly and unobserved 
into the town. 
tnjarious T^^ indignation and horror excited by this 
inrcl^*oa*^troci^^s and unexampled act of barbarity, per- 
SV^na.^"^*^^ every mind susceptible of the feelings 
. of humanity. The Prussian legation wrote im- 
mediately a letter to colonel Barbaczy, expressed 
in terms which strongly marked their suspicions 
of that officer; and demanding kn effectual 
escort and safeguard for what remained of the. 
French legation. It app'bared, indeed, incredible 
that this crime could have been committed with«^ 
out his knowledge. Had the ruffians who per* 
petrated these J)loody deeds been prompted 
merely by the motives common to such wretches, 
would the ministers have been the only persons 
sacrificed by them? Would they have carried the 
effects and papers pillaged, as was opeiUy affirmed 
to be the case, to the Austrian commandant at Rp^ 
stadt ? Would they, in a word, have practised that 
port of discrimination which marks a premeditated 
design ? It was imagined by many that Barbaczy 
was but the instrument of this abominable crime; 
In proof of which it was alleged, that, when the 
llirectorial minist^ ofM^ntz complained to that 
ojpScer of the insults offered by the Austrian 
troops during the last d?iys of tb^ congress, Bar« 
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haczy did not venture to give any answer him- a o o k 
seli^ but sent the letter to the commandant of w^v-^^^ 
Freudenstadt, who, in his turn, waited the orders ^'^^^ 
of a superior. 

^ Jean Debry, and the other survivors of the 
legation, left Rastadt the following day under 
an Austrian escort, accompanied by another, and 
much stronger, furnished by the margrave cS 
Baden. Colonel Barbazcy was subsequently bt^ 
rested, by order of the archduke Charles, with 
the prc^essed view of undergoing a trial by court** 
martial; which however did not eventually 
take place. It was pretended— by those who 
wii^d to perplex what the vilest of mankind 
dared not to palliate— in express contradiction, 
not only to the oral evidence of the parties, but 
to the, solemn judicial depositions taken at Carls^ 
ruhe, that the murderers were not Austrians^ but 
French emigrants in disguise. How &r tbm 
court of Vienna was implicated, directly or in- 
directly, in this black and mysterious business, 
cannot easily be ^tsc^tained. Against the arch- 
duke,indeed,aprince of unblemished virtue,andaf 
the highest honor, or even the emperor ^personalfy, 
no suspicion could possibly attach; and sup- 
posing, contrary to all previous probability, any 
persons possessing the imperial confidence capa- 
ble of so horrid a design, it still remains to point 
QUt^what motives of sufficient magnitude, public 
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' »o o K qo^itly took his seat in the council of dders^ thcT 
v;.^p^^.^bench where, he placed himself was instantly de« 
Abw^^' ^^**^ ^y ^ ^^^ other members of the council. 
sieycs The person fixed upon as his successor was the fer 

chosen ^ * 

member of mous abbe Siwcs^then ambassador at the court of 

thedirec- ^ 

tory. Berlin. This choice, made in avowed oppositicm to 
the utmost exertions of the directory, portended 
some great and important change in the politi- 
cal system. The power of the directory received, 
from the impression of public opinion, an alarm- 
ing shock; for the sentiments of Sieyes were 
well known to be in the highest degree inimical, 
not merely to the conduct and to the persons of 
his colleagues, but to the whole plan of the di- 
rectorial constitution. They dreaded him, there- 
fore, as an enemy whom it were hopeless to sub- 
due, and impossible so soften. The repeated dis- 
graces recently attending the arms^ of France had 
provoked the council of five hundred to exertions 
of which it was thought incapable* On the report 
of an extraordinary commission, a message was 
sent to the directory to demand detailed accounts 
respecting the administration of the ex-minister 
, . of war, Scherer, who had exacted pay for an army 
of four hundred and thirty-seven thousand men, 
to be found only on paper ; and the deficiency of 
the^cavalry, in particular, was stated at no less 
than forty thousand men. 
The Austriaa army, during these political coti- 
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tentions, continued its career of conquest. The book 

J XXXI 

battles of Stpckach and Magnan had entirely v^i^y^^ 
disconcerted the plans of the French, both in Ger- ^ ^'^^' , 
many and Italy. The retreat of Moreau uponMore»tt. 
the Milanese, however necessary, rendered the 
situation of the army of Naples very critical ; 
for, Ferraraand Mantua being actually invested, ^ 
and the posts of the Po abandoned, the communi- 
cation with Tuscany and the south of Italy could 
not fail to be intercepted. Marshal SuwarofT, 
whose f(Jrce at this time amounted to triple the 
number of the French, now in a manner invested 
the intrenched camp of Moreau, on the banks of 
the Adda, where that able general could not ex- 
pect much longer to maintain his position. By 
fixing, however, the chief attention of his antago- 
nist, he materially favored the march and con- 
sequent Junction of the southern divisions. ' On Battle of 

^ ^ the Adda, 

the 26th and 27th of April a general attack 
took place on all the posts of the French upon 
the Adda. After a gallant resistance, the supe- 
riority of numbers prevailed, and the Austro- 
Russian army, led by marshal SuwarofF ancT 
general Melas, forced their bloody passage ^ 
^rezzo and Cassano. The French made then* 
retreat through Milan during the night, and the 
allied araiies entered that city the following day. 
The capital of the Cisalpine republic was now 
once more in the power of the Austrians ; and 

VOL. XI. I ^ 
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BOOK had they used that power with moderation, the 
c^p-v^ expulsion of the French would never have become 
^'^99' a subject of regret Instead of seeking in the 
Italian republics powerful and faithful allies^ 
capable of contributing to the general support, 
find fighting under the common banner of liberty, 
the directory had been solicitous only to form 
feeble and dependent governments, all whose 
motions should be influenced by their supreme 
and sovereign will, e:!iercise4 through the me- 
dium of their harpy commissaries, in a nnaim^ 
the most oppressive and capricious. 

No sooner was the result of the battle on the 
Adda known at Milan, than the members of the 
Cisalpine directory provided for their personal 
- ' safety by an immediate flight. But the majority 

of those citizens who had exercised the powers of 
government under the republic,, submitted to 
the clemejicy of the conquerors ; and eagerly _in- 
Gcnerai dulgiug the dclusivc hopcs of the moment, even 
ent^rrMi- SuwarofF was hailed as a protector and deliverer, 
laxu r^Y^^ Russian commander, intent upon his mili- 
tary operations, seemed to regard Milan with 
no peculiar emotion, and, consigning over the de- 
linquents, with equal indifference, to the mercy 
or the justice of the Austrian government, con- 
tinued his pursuit of the French, extending his 
^ right into Upper Italy, with the view of securing 
the principal entrances into Switzerland. 



GEORGE III. 115 

The grand Austrian army, since the capture of b o o k 

XXXI 

SchafFhausen, had made no considerable move- v^^^v^ 
ment. General Massena, including his recent ^'^SP. 
reinforcements, now commanded an army of 
sixty thousand men. A combined attempt, by 
general Hotze, detached from the army of tl\e 
archduke, on the one side, and general Belle- 
garde, from the Tyrol, on the other, early in the 
month of May, to penetrate into the country of 
the Grisons, was rendered abortive by the cou- 
rage and activity of Lecourbe. The archduke 
remained, notwithstanding, firm to his plan, not 
to hazard c^ensive operations on the Rhine, till 
he had dislodged the French from the strong 
holds they possessed in his rear. The genei;als 
. Hotze and Bellegarde concerted a new attack ; 
and the redoubtable post of Luciensteig, theLapien- 
key of the Grisons, situated in a narrow defile, turU by ^ 
formed by high and rugged rocks, and» which, tnans. * 
since its occupation by the French, had been 
made almost impregnable, was again (May 14) 
assailed with desperate valor by Hotze, in con- 
junction with a numerous corps of armed Swiss 
and Grisons, collected by the ex-avoyer Stei- 
guier 'y and the pass being at length forced, the 
garrison surrendered prisoners of war. After 
this success the French evacuated the Grisons and 
the Valtdine, retreating hastily across the Rhine. ' 

General Bellegarde, who pursued them with dili- 
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BOOK gence, took possession of Coire, May 16. The 
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v«^^v^archdi^ and Md.99ena now concentrated their 
1799- forces, and operations still more important tfasfti > 
the past excited the general expectation. 

Having reached the centre of Lombardy, 
sooner even than the mofit flattering hope could 
have ventured to predict, marshal Stiw^H'oiF^ im- 
proved with vigor the advantages he had gained. 
He detached general Ott with a strong division 
to support general Kl'enau, who was engaged in 
the sieges of Bologna and Ferrara^ and, by seiz^ 
ing the passes of the Appennines, to stop the 
progress of the army of Naples, now on itis- 
march towards Tuscany, under the command of 
general Macdonald. General Kray had been 
for some time past occupied in forming the siege>- 
of Mantua. 

Subse<]pient to the retreat of general Moreau 
beyond the Adda, he advanced his army, in three 
columns, towards the Genoese territory j repair- 
ing in person to Turin, in order to provide for 
the eventual evacuation ^f that city, aod ther 
safety of the citadel : and on the 7th of May he. 
transferred his head-quarters to Alessandria. 
SuwarofF in the mean ^hile had advanced to 
Pavia, and sent out strong detadhments to take 
possession of Tortona, Novarra, Piacen^a, Piz- 
zighitorie, the castle of Milan, &c. ; thus, by his 
vetrious diverging movements, dangerously en- 
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ledbling his main force, which general Moreau book 

XXXL 

was. utterly unable^ had it b?en consolidated, to v^..^^^,^,^ 
withstand. That skilful commander took an ex- ^'^^' 
cellent military position between Valenza and 
Alessandria, behind the Po, fortifying himself, as 
he had before done, on the Adda, within a sort 
of intrenched camp. On the 12th of May a Ru»- 
dian division passed the river below Valenza, and 
made a furious attack on the left of the Frendi ; 
but were driven back with much slau^ter. Su- 
waroff now resolved to march his main force 
along the left bank of the Po to Turin, in order 
to compel the French general ^ either to fall back 
on the frontier of France itself, or to take refiige ' 
in the territory of the Ugurian republic. Gene* 
ral Moreau, perqeiving the movements made to - 
IBu^ilitate this design^ threw |i bridge in the night 
over the Bormida, near Ales^ndria, and, passing 
it the next morning in person at the head of a 
strong column, attacke4 and broke the chain of 
Austrian and Russian posts of Marenzo, Guili- 
ano, and Garrafolo, and retired in safety^to Ales- 
sandria. Notwithstanding this success, he deem- loss of 
od it expedient, in consequence of the loss of Furthierre* 
Casal^ captured by general Vukassowich, to eva- Moreau. 
cuate Valenza and Alessandria; retreating by 
way of Coni, and still keeping open his conuhu- 
riication with Finale, and the other posts on the 
Genoese coast. 
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BOOK Marshal Suwaroff, thus disappointed by the 

v^^!^^;^ superior generalship of Moreau in his design of 

1799. surrounding the enemy in the camp of Alessan- 

renders to dria, bent his march towards Turin, which quickly 

general 

Suwaroff. surrendered to the, allies; the garrison retiring 
to the citadel. May the 27th, Thus ten week» 
scarcely had elapsed from the beginning of hosti- 
lities on the Adige, till the daring Russian had 
led his northern barbarians from the foot of the 
^hetian Alps, across the beautifiil and yerdant 
plains of Lombardy, almost within sight of the 
purple vineyards of Provence, 

But, though Suwaroff had made this surprising 
progress in front, he had yet behind him an 
army against which it was necessary to assemble 
BO inconsiderable force. General MacdonaId3 
on the news of the retreat from the Adige, had 
Army of cvacuat^ the kingdom of Naples. A camp was 
tJStMT* previously formed at Caserta, and a numerous 
Tuactfnj. national guard Created at Naples. Fort St. Elmo, 
Capua, and Gaeta, were severally provided and 
garrisoned for a siege; the government, was or- 
ganised; and the Neapolitan patriots seemed 
eager to defend themselves against all the efforts 
of the court of Palermo, entertaining no suspi- 
cion of the intended desertion of their allies. 
But they were thrown into la stupor of amaze- 
ment when, on the 9th of May, general Macdonald 
departed from the camp of Caserta, in con- 
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sequence of the pt)sitive orders which he had book 
received ; taking the route of Rome and Florence, v^^^^ij 
The Roman republicans were scarcely less con- ^'^^' 
founded. A feeble garrison was left in Rome, 
which had directions, in case of necessity, to re- 
tire to the castle of St. Angelo. General Miolis, 
who commanded in Tuscany, had formed a camp 
of observation between Florence and Bologna, 
with a view to guard the passes of the Appen- 
nines. Ferrara and Ravenna, with the castle, of 
Milan, had before this time fallen into the hands of 
the Austrians, and Bologna was closely invested. 
That city made, however, a most obstinate de- 
fence, it being a matter of the highest impor- 
tance to the French general to retain possession 
of it till he had secured his retreat through 
the Bolognese to Lombardy. Such was the situ-- 
ation of alSairs, and such the respective positions 
of the contending armies, at the beginning of 
June. It is now proper to advert more particu- 
larly to the state of things in the city and king- 
dom of Naples. 

Newly awakened to freedom, the hearts of the 
Neapolitans had, on the establishment of their 
republic, begun to dilate at the prospect of the 
progressive happiness which lay, or seemed to 
lie, before them. Deputations flowed in from 
all quarters to congratulate the republican go- 
vienim^nt The nobles, laying aside their Gothic 
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BOOK prerogatires, felt pleasure in saluting by the 
%^0-y,^^ name of brothers and equals, those whom pride, . 
^^-^- supported by despotism, had hitherto called their 
. vassals. The greater part ot the bishops sent 
letters declaratory .9f. their a|ttaehment to the 
revolution. Fpr th^ first time in the Neapolitim 
provinces was seen the interesting spectacle of 
ll-iberty crowned by the hands of Religion. Al- 
most every where the tree of liberty was planted 
by the intervention of the clergy, who, clothed 
in their tiered robe$, implored the blessing of 
Heaven on their regenerated country, and con- 
secrated the J03rful celebration with pious and 
solemn rites. In a word, a great majority of the 
higher classes of the conununity, both laics and 
ecclesiastics, seemed strongly infliienced by the 
revolutionary spirit. They had long discerned 
and detested the ignorance, the bigotry, and the 
<>ppressipn, of the vile despotism to which they 
were subject ; and they seemed to embrace with 
enthusiastic eagerness the opportunity which 
now offered for ever to shake off so ignominious 
a yoke. But the inferior ranks of the Neapolitan 
nation were by no means prepared for so great a . 
change. Their minds, unenlightened by know- 
ledge, and degraded by the habits of slavery, did 
not expand at the idea of liberty ; a term' of 
which they could, indeed, scarcely be made to 
comprehend the im,port. 
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Cardinal RufFo, at the head of the partisans of b o o k 
the court, had fixed bimaelf at Reggio, in Calars,^p-y^ 
J>ria, bearing aloft the crucifix in the one hand, ^799* 
md brandishing the sword in the other. Eternal 
liappiness in ^. future world, and the spoils of the 
patriots in the present, were the temptations 
held out to the superstitious and barbarous Cala- 
brese. Proclamations were every where diffused 
in the name and by the authority of the king, and 
desperadoes of all sorts crowded to the royal 
standard. The English naval jPorce on •the coast 
maintained a correspondence with the different 
bodies of insurgents in the interior, and excited 
the spirit of revolt wherever its sphere of influence 
extended. 

The provisional government, without regular 
troops, or the means of raising a military force, 
surrounded by the tempests which arose on all 
sides, remained in reluctant inactivity. So long 
as they were under the protection of the French 
army, and no longer, was even the personal 
safety of the members of the new government to 
be depended on ; and the departure of the French 
served as the signal for the counter-revolution. 
The most distinguished ^patriots of the provinces, 
flying from the poniard of assassination, took 
refuge in the metropolis, >s the sole remainiijg 
asylum. Those districts which had hitherto re- 
mained faitliful, now despairing of the cause of 
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BOOK liberty, joined the murderous bands under car« 

XXXI 

v>»v^dinal Ruf£3, in the hope, if not to preyent, at 
1799' least to soften the royal vengeance, which eveiy 
man figured as about to be terrible in its effects i 
and the Neapolitan republic, just awakened into 
existence, already hung trembFrng over the abyss 
of dissolution* 

The defence of the two gulphs of Naples and 
Puzzuoli, and the internal care of the capitsd, 
were confided to the Neapolitan patriots alone. 
They had at once to maintain order among the 
Lazaroni within, and to oppose the attacks of the 
insurgents from without. At length, on the 13th 
of June, the counters-revolutionists, with the car- 
' ^ dinal, a true son of the church militant, at their 
head, formed before the gates ; and, aided by the 
English, Russian, and Turkish squadrons, com- 
pletely blockaded the city. After one desperate 
sally, the patriots were compelled to shut them- 
selves up in their strong holds. The fort first 
attacked was that of Avigliano, situated on the 
sea shores which, little capable of resistance, soon 
Naples capitulated upon terms : but the ferocious assail- 
to cardinal auts, unobscrvant of the treaty, broke in, aiid 
began to plunder and to massacre; upon which 
the garrison, with generous despair, set fire to 
the magazine, and involved themselves and the 
enemy in one commonruin. The day following^ 
the insurgents entered the city on every side. 
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The Neapolitan populace, hitherto tranquil, on b o o k 
the first contact with this new fermentation ,,^„p.^^^ 
burst into a most furious insurrection. In an ^^^* 
instant^ Calabrians, galley-slaves, ruffians, and 
Lazaroni, spread themselves through every quar- 
ter, thirsting for blood and daughter. Heads of 
patriots, bathed in gore, were carried on pikes 
in triumph through the streets. Those savage 
and horrible excesses which ! characterised the 
direst periods of the reign of terror and of revo- 
lutionary madness in France, were here re-acted, 
with fury if possible still more infernal, by these 
detestable restorers of regular government and 
.social order f The prisons and dungeons were 
at the same time thronged with persons who 
formed the pride and ornament of the Neapolitan 
nation ; and who now became the victims of the 
generous, but fatal, delusion^ that their fellow- 
countrymen were prepared to throw off the yoke 
of a degrading despotism, and to receive, with 
gratitude proportionate to its value, the inesti- 
mable blessing of freedom. 
. The members of the Neapolitan government 
had taken possession of the two forts of the capi- 
tal; viz. Castel Nuovo and Castel del Uovo: as 
also of the Castell-a^mare, six leagues from Na- 
ples. The latter immediately oapitulated, on 
terms t>f siafety to the l^j^s, persons^ and pro- 
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BOOK perty of the garrison, to the English squadron 
v,^p..v^^ conmianded by commodore Foote. The capture 
1799' of the two former was at^nded with more difficul*- 
ty. The patriots, who had at first taken the reso- 
lution of burying then^selves under the ruins of 
their liberty, fpught with incredible valor. Feelf 
ing, however, ^pn receiving a second summons of 
surrender, that, deprived of all external succour,, 
their eventual resistance would serve only to in* 
crease the misfortunes of their country, they a^ * 
length decided on a treaty, in ccmcert with citi- 
zen Mejah, commander of the fort of St. Elmo, 
garrisoned by the French; and a joint capitulat 
tion was accordingly signed, June 22, upon conn 
dition of their being allowed to march out with 
the honors of war ; of security, both to persons 
and property, for all those in the tw6 forts ; and 
iiberty to all, either to remain at Naples, or emr 
bark for France on board transports to be pro- 
vided and equipped by his Neapolil;an majesty. 
The capitulation thus solemnly agreed on wa^ 
ratified by cardinal Ruffo, vicar-general of the 
king of the Two Sicilies, by commodore Foote, 
and by the respective commanders of the Russian 
and Turkish squadrons, the last of whom affixed 
his mark and seal, Consisting of a/ cimeter and 
half-moon. Hostages were, agreeably to the 
tenor of the treaty, c^ivered on the one side ; 
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and on the other, the prisoners of all descriptions book 
were set at liberty*. \J^^ 

While the capitularies^ to the number of about ^^99. 
1500, who had declared their intention of emi- 
grating, were waiting fw the vessels which were 
to convey them to Framce, lord Nelson arrived 
with his whole fleet in the bay of Naples, having 
oji board the Anglo-Neapolitan ambassador, sir 
William Hatiiilton, and his lady. On the evening 
of the 26th of June the patriots evacuated their 
forts, and embarked on board the transports pre- 
pared for them, and which were moored along- 
side the English fleet. On the next day the Horrible 
members of the executive Commission, a ^reat; of the^'ea- 
part of those of the legislative commission, the ^^^^ 
whole of the officers who had occupied the first - 
ranks of the republic, and others who had been 
marked by the court of Sicily, were taken out of 
the transports, and carried on board the British 
admiral's own ship. Among these was the cele- 
brated DominicoCerilli, above thirty years thfe 

* There afe two (Copies extant of this capitulation, one i]> 
Italian, the other in French. The Fremch copy is in Paris^ 
and was confided to the inspection of the celebrated Helen 
Maria Williams by ihe bishop of Canosa^ moiisignor Forges 
4i Avanzati, who was a member of the. legislative body of the 
Neapolitan, r^ublic. Various of the most interestiag parti- 
culars in the narrative are extracted from the publication of 
ihat elegant and animated writer, styled, " Sketches of Man- 
^ners, &x;. in the •Frenxfr HepubHc/' " ' , 
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BOOK intimate friend of the English ambassador. Oil 
v^,^^^^^the deck of the admiral's ship stood sir William 
1799. Hamilton and his lady, surveying, with curious 
attention, these devoted victims, bound hand and 
foot like the vilest criminals. After this review, 
these martyrs at the shrine of liberty were distri- 
buted among the different ships of the fleet. 
The remainder of tlie revolutionists Were shut up 
in the dungeons of the castles which they had 
surrendered on the faith of the treaty. 

A few days subsequent to these transactions, 
the king of Naples, accompp-nied by his ministCT 
Acton, arrived from Palermo on board an En- 
glish frigate. He immediately declared, by an 
edict, that it never was his intention to capitulate 
with rebels, and that consequently the fate of 
those who were in the transports, or in the forts, 
was to depend entirely upon his justice and cle- 
mency. And by a second edict the property of 
' thfe patriots was put under sequestration. Against 
this procedure remonstrances were in vain made 
by the commanders of the coalesce^ powers who 
had signed the articles of the capitulation. 

Wearied by the crueltips they suffered, and 
emboldened by the sanctity of the treaties so 
recently concluded, the prisoners on board the 
ships in the bay at length addressed a letter to 
adniiral Nelson, in which they stated, in clear 
md specific terms, the conditions to which they 
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were entitled. ** After the arrival/* say they, book 
/* of the British fleet in this road, commanded by v-^^v^ 
your excellency, the capitulation was begun to ^^^' 
be put in execution. The garrisons of the forts, 
on their part, set at liberty the state prisoners 
and the English prisoners of war, and gave up to 
the troops of his Britannic n^ajesty the gate of the 
royal palace which leads to the new fort : and on 
the other side, the troops of his majesty the em- 
peror of all the Russias attended the march of 
the garrison, with all the honors of war, out of 
the forts. It is now twenty-four days that we 
are l^nng in this road, unprovided with every 
thing necessary to existence. We have nothing 
but bread to eat ; we drink nothing but putrid 
water, or wine mingled with sea-water ; and we 
have nothing but the bare planks to sleep on. 
Our houses have been entirely pillaged, and the 
greater part of our relations either imprisoned or 
massacred. We are persuaded that all the treat- 
ment which we suffer, after having capitulated, 
and after having on our side put the articles of 
the capitulation religiously into execution, is en- 
tirely unknown to your excellency, and to his 
Sicilian majesty, your fidelity and his benevo- 
lence being engaged in our deliverance^ The 
delay of the execution of the capitulation gives 
us room to claim and implore his and your jus- 
tice, in order that a treaty concluded with four 
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BOOK of the most civilised pov/ers of Europe, who have 

iw^'v^ alwajrs appreciated the inviolability of treaties^ 

1799^ should be executed as speedily is possible* We 

hope that, by means of your good offices with 

his Sicilian majesty, du^ execution will be given 

to the articles of a capitulation which has been 

signed with good faith, and religiously fulfilled 

on the part of the garrison/' The answer of 

lord Nelson to this moving address will he for 

Proceed- evcr toemorftble in history. " I have," said this 

ingsofthe 

court renowned hero, " shown your paper to your gra* 
nancedby cwusking, who must be the best and only judge 
naval com- of the mcrits and demerits of his subjects/* 
What ! was the king of Naples the only judge • 
wliether the articles of a treaty,, to the, strict ob- 
servance of which the faith and honor of Britain 
were irrevocably engaged, should, or should not, 
• be carried into execution ? Could so , monstrous 
a proposition be advanced with seriousness, or 
heard without scorn and amazement ? 

Afler the surrender of the fort Castell-a^mare, 
commodore Foote had shown the most anxious 
solicitude that the conditions granted to the gar- 
rison should bjB punctually performed* ^* 1 en- 
treat you," said this gallant oflScer to the com- 
mander of the fortress for the king of Naples, 
who had, as it appears, detained some effects be- 
longing to the offices of the garrison, " to ob- 
serve, that I am highly interested in seeing these 
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gentlem6n sd.tisfied ; sin<ie such is the cohdition book 
of the capitulation: which is necessMily sacred." s.#»^v^ 
The whole body of Neapolitan revolutionists 1799. 
being thus consigned to remediless ruin> by the 
British admirai, in open, and almost avowed; vio- 
lation of the faith of Britain, solemnly And pub- 
licly pledged, a horrible scene commenced; 
of which the view, and even the relation, might 
suffice to rouse the most infusible to. indigna- 
tion, to melt the most obdurate to pdty. 

All the dungeons of the forts being filled With 
prisoners, floating prisons were formed of old dis- 
masted vessels. Around the British admiral's 
> own ship, on board of which was the king of Na- 
ples, the sea was covered with thoi^e watery Bas- 
tiles, where the unhappy prisoners were so closely 
stowed that tliey seemed to form one great im- 
moveable mass. Without shelter, and almost 
without food or clothing, they stood exposed to 
the burning rays of a meridian and solstitial sun, 
suffering, in silence, the brutal insults of theCa- 
labrian ruffians who were placed over them as 
guards. The king himself, from the deck of the 
admiral's ship, not unfrequently satiated his royal 
vengeance with gating on this dreadful display 
of human misery. But what still more, perhaps, 
affected the feelings of these unfortunate victims, 
was the extraordinary spectacle of the British 
ambassadress, gallantly- attended, like another 

VOL. XI. . K 
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BOOK Cleopatra, and rowed along the bay, in nautical 
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' /hiagaificence, before these floating tombs; which 
contain^ all that Naples could boast of science, 
of patriotiflm> and of virtue. 

Nevmtheless what has yet been relate4> was 
only the beginning of sorrows. Cardinal Ruffo^ 
who was well known to be highly dissatisfied with 
theiste proceedings, though honored with the title 
of viceroy^ possessed no real or efficient autho- 
rity; the whole power of government being 
"Vestefd in the famous counter-revolutionary tri- 
bimal or councU established by royal edict, and' 
c(mmionly styled the junto of state: through 
the medium of which a most sanguinary pro- 
scripti^i now conmienced. Such as had ren^ 
dered tfaemselvies conspicuous by apcepting civil 
or military employments under the ill-fated re- 
pubfic ; such as were distinguished by their intel- 
lect^ talents, or literary acquirements; were all 
mariM out for punishment. As fast as these 
bloody lists were framed, the persons described 
in them were loaded with irons, and carried back 
to the forts, where they awaited the order of exe-^ 
cution. Every afternoon the transports in turn 
underwent this terrible visitation, and the decree 
of arrestation was the virtual sentence of death. 

What appeared most extraordinary during the 
continuance of this reign of terror, was, that Bri- 
tish officers were made the instruments, howevCT 
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relactant, of royal outrage and barbarity. " The book 
soldiers of Great Britain/' exclaimed a distin- s«^^i^ 
guished Neapolitan patriot, ** the sons of the En- ^799- 
glish nation, the first-born of liberty in Europe^ 
the heirs of so niany pfailosof^rs, who were the 
founders of public morality and of the rights of 
nations ; Englii^imen, the acknowledged defimdr 
ers of the principles of freedom throughout the 
world, found themselves humbled to the condi* 
tion of becoming satellites of the cruelty of the 
king of Naples, and gendarmes of his tribunal of 
blood.** Sudi were the sentiments excited by 
the habitual reverence impressed upon the mind 
of these Neapolitans for the character of the En- 
glish nation. How British honor in this £ital 
business bled at every pore, remains yet further 
to be narrated. 

Admiral Nelson, when he arrived in the bay, 
issued a proclamation, ordering all who had ac- 
cepted employments, or in any n[ianner commt-^ 
ted themselves, during the republican govern- 
ment at Naples, to repair to Castel Nuovo, to 
give in their names and places of abode, with a 
statement of the nature of the obligations which 
Jthey had contracted ; promising protection and 
security to those who should make such confes- 
-wms. The greater number of the delinquents 
.hastened to conq>ly with the terms of the ^pro- 
clamation i among whom were the mwrquis Gia- 

k2 
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^ B 6 6 K cinto Dragonetti, Nicola Gionatti, and OnofricJ 
v^^^^^^ Calace ; all of whom were magistrates of great 
^799' distinction under the monarchy, and, from th<* 
probity of their characters, had been continued in 
their functions under the new organisation of 
the government. Notwithstanding, however, th^ 
iassurances previously given, in a few days these 
venerable citizens were put under arrest, and 
brought to their trials. In the result, the two 
first were banished to Marseilles, and the third 
perished upon the scaifold. 

Amid such crowds of victims as sealed their 
attachment to liberty with their blood, it is diffi- 
cult to select the names of individuals^ The de- 
struction was terrible : and Naples lost, by the 
hands of the executioner, almost all that it boast- 
ed of men illustrious for knowledge and- merit, 
and who had given distinctipn to their country 
^ong the states of Italy, or the nations of 
Christendom. 

The celebrated prince CarracioH, general and 
chief of the Neapolitan marine, pleaded his own 
cause with all the dignified eloquence of an ?inh 
cient Roman. He was executed on board a 
Neapolitan frigate^ in sight of the English fleet. 
Mario Pogano, esteemed the genius of Neapolitan 
liberty ; the learned Marcello Scoti, an ecdesi-- 
astic of the purest, life and manners, and member 

^ of the legislative coxnmissiott; Pasehale Buffo 
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and Joseph Luogbteta, both members of the book 
provisional government, and distinguished parv 
trons of literature ; the marchesi Carlato and 
Gensano, young men of high hopes and lofty 
views, who had breathed early vows for the li- 
berty of their country; the bishop of Vico 
MpnsignorT^atale ; the generals Massa and Fre- 
derici ; and to add no more, the accomplished 
Eleonora Fonseca, were all fated to undergo the- 
^ame cruel and ignominious death, as perpetual 
warnings to their successors in patriotisfn and 
philanthropy, if any such shall hereafter arise in 
Naples, how dangerous is the sublime attempt 
to inspire a people, snvk and lost in the depths 
of ignorance, superstition, and despotism, with 
just and noble sentiments, or awaken them to a 
sense of their own natural, inherent, and inde- 
feasible rights ! 

Wearied at length with arrests, trials, and ex- Extirpa- 
ecutions, the junto decreed, that such persons banishment 

of the Nest* 

as had capitulated j and whp remained on board poiitan pa- 
the transports, might sail for one of the ports df "° ** 
France, under condition of perpetual banishment, 
with the absolute confiscation of all their estates. 
The number of capitularies, originally about 
1500, was now reduced to 500 ; and deplo- 
rable as the alternative now offered them appears, 
this act of royal clemency was accepted with un^ 
litterable joy, and on the 12th of August they 
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BOOK mSed fit>m thebay of Naples^ the objects of 
} envy to thousands who walked the streets of that 



^799i nietropolis, tinder the salutary protection of that 
lawful and regular gove^unent by the recent ex- 
ertions of which} moral and social order had been 
so happily and effectually restored*. 

It is now proper to resume the less horrific de» 
tail of military operations. The French columns^ 
in retreating from the Grisons, were closely pur* 
sued by the generals Bellegarde and Hotze. Le« 
courbe, after having repassed Mount St. Gothard 
from Bellinzone, rallied^ and approached the 
Battteof ^^^ army of Massena, Towards the end of 
j^affhau- May the archduke passed the Rhine at SchafF- 
hausen, with a view to join the corps of general 
Hotze; which, notwithstanding the utmost eft 

* The horrid barbarities of the court of Naples excited the 
pity and indignation, not merely of those who were classed 
^mong the friends ?ind advocates of liberty and reform, but 
of all other persons capable of the common feelings and sym- 
pathies of humanity. <* Napj.es/' says M. Mallet du Pan, 
^^ opened her gates to him (z. e, cardinal Rufib) upon a ca*> 
pitulation, which the king afterwards refused to ratify; and 
the town was again plunged ipto mourning and terror, by the^ 
horrible excesses committed by the Calabrians against all 
whom they siispepted of having aided the revoHition, It has 
been attempted to cast a veil over the scenes of this period j 
and. the only knowledge of them among foreign nations has 
been received from the accounts given by spme Englishmen, 
wha witnessed them with horror and indiguation/'-*-JBnYw4 
Mercury y Sept. 30, 179?, ^ ^ ^ . 
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forts of the French commander, he effected on book 
the 27th at Winterthus, where the head quarters s^i^v^ 
oftheAustrians were established. GreneraJ Belle- ^'^99* 
garde in the mean time, seconded by divers of 
the hardy mountaineers of the lesser cantons, had 
taken possession of Claris; and appearing to ma« 
nace Lucerne, the members of the Helvetic go^ 
vernment withdrew from that city to Berne*. 
General Massena was now obliged to concentrate 
his forces in his entrenched camp before Zurich. 
After much skilful^ manoeuvring, and the attack of 
various posts with various success, the archduke 
on the 5th of June bore down with his whole force 
upon the entrenchments, which the French de- 
fended with obstinate valor. The approach .of 
night at length compelled the Austrians to retire* 
Orders were issued to re-commence the attack 
early the next morning : but Massena took advan- 
tage of the darkness to evacuate Zurich, and as- Zurich mr. 
sume a new position on the heights of Mount the ^h^ 
Albis; his left extending to the Rhinei and his^"^ 
right to the lake of Zug: and the archduke took 
triumphant possession of the city of Zurich, 

* It is 9 remarkable acknowledgment of M. Mallet du Pan, 
" that some hundreds of mountaineers in the three democratic 
cantons, armed for the defence of their rocks, and some par- 
ticular regiments in the pay of Great Britain, and by no meam 
kviedffeehfy were almost the only auxiliaries in the field that 
seconded the imperial anny/^ 
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BOOK General Moreau on the other side, after a 

XXXI. 

\^pv^b^^ conflict found himself compelled, from the 
^J^'J^^^j^^ successes and superior force of Suwaroff, to relin* 
^"^^'^pquiiA his communication with Switzerland; hi^ 
Tuscany, primary object being to cover the Ligurian re* 
public, and to defend the barrier of the Appen- 
nines, so as to afford general Macdonald the 
means of effectuating his retreat. The ambitioa 
of Suwaroff to complete the conquest of Piedmont, 
by the capture of Turin, was very favorable to 
the views of Moreau, who, from his entrenched 
camp of Coni, detached a division under general 
• Victor to cross the Genoese territory, and form 
a junction, if possible, with the army of Naples; 
while he himself engaged and almost engrossed 
the attention of the Russian commander, who, 
after the surrender of Turin, had caused a great 
part of his army to march towards the Pays de 
Vaud and the department of Mont Blanc, vainly 
threatening to penetrate the ancient frontier- of 
France. "General Suwaroff proceeded in persoa^ 
against Moreau, who leaving a strong garrison iq. 
Coni, withdrew, June the 7th, to the strong post of 
the Col de Tende, At this period the archduke, 
perceiving the schemes of Suwaroff difficulf of 
accomplishment, directed general Bellegarde with 
the greater part of his division to join the army 
of Italy; which that officer successfully effected^ 
^ marching by the route of Milan to Tortona, 
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On the arrival of general Macdonald at Florence, book 

XXXI 

May the 24th, he hastened to form a junction with v^#-v-0 
the troops stationed in Tuscany; which with the ^799. 
reinforcement under general Victor, who soon 
after joined him with the whole of his division, 
formed, including the original force of Macdo- 
nald, an army of forty thousand effective men. 
In the beginning of June he transferred hisGeneni 
head quarters to Lucca; apparently with a viewrecoirerg 
to enter the Genoese by the route of Sarzana; 
but finding his strength so great, on the 8th 
of that month he unexpectedly began his 
march towards Modena; and on the l2th made 
a fierce attack upon the Austrians, a large body 
of whom were encamped near that place under 
general HphenzoUern, who was forced, after a 
bloody engagement, to abandon Modena to the 
'French, and retreat to Mirandola. Macdonald 
now prepared to march on to the relief of Man- 
tua : but general Kray, ordering the bridges on the 
Po to be broken, posted himself with a great force 
on the opposite bank of the river to oppose the 
passage of the French. General Macdonald upon 
this, turning to the westward, entered Parma June 
the 14th, and the day after Piacenza, the citadel ocnerrf 
of which he immediately invested* In the mean^eg^^ ^ 
time general Mor^u moved with his army to ^®^^ 
Genoa, where he formed a junction with the Li- 
gurian division under general Perignan, with a 
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BOOK view to resume oflFensive operations in concert 

vji^^i^ with Macdonald. 
^799' Marshal SuwarofF, alarnied at the recent move- 
-. ments of the French armies, left general Kaim 
before the citadel of Turin, which was still re* 
solutely defended, and marched with> a large 
division of his force towards ♦Tortona and Piar 
cenza, where the Austrians had assembled in 
great strength under general Melas; and a junc-r 
tion between the two imperial commanders took 
place on the 17th of June, very critically, and in 
the midst of an attack on the part of the French 

Battle of upon the bhain of posts on the Tidone. The 

the Trebia. , . i » i n. i 

next day measures Ivere taken by the allied ge^ 
neral* to compel the enemy to a decisive en^ 
' gagement. General Macdonald had ranged his 
army on the left side of the Trebia, with that 
river in his rear. After a furious conflict, as usual^ 
and much effusion of blood, the French were 
obliged to retire beyond the Trebia. On the en- 
suing morning, however, general Macdonald, who 
wa^ supposed to have sustained a serious defeat, 
repassed the river, and attacked the allies in his 
turn with the utmost impetuosity. The whole 
space of country between the Trebia and the 
Tidone was strewed with the dying and the 
dead ; and on all sides the carnage was terrible. 
In conclusion, Macdonald was a second time 
forced beyond the Trebia^ after suffering greats 
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loss. The next day the French evacuated Pia bo-ok 
cen^a^ and, inarching in two columns, the first, s^^^t^ 
ascending the Val de Taro under general Victor, ^799* 
took the road of Sestri, and resumed its former-^acdouaid 

.. .•■"r 1 . .^ . takes re- 

position m the Lucchese territory, with a view to Aige in tba • 
secure the passes of the Appennines on the side of 
Sarzana: and the other, commanded by Macdo- 
nald in person, took the route of Modaia. When' 
general SuwarpfF was complimented upon his vic- 
tory on the Trebia, he is said to have answered in 
the words of the monarch of Epirus, '< Such an« 
other, and we are undone !" 

During these operations general Moreau had 
advanced as far as Tortona, and, suddenly attack- « 
ing the Austrians under general Bellegarde, drove 
them precipitately beyond the Bormida. After 
maintaining his position for some time, and iind^ 
ing that the plan of co-operation, concerted be- 
tween liimself and Macdonald, was frustrated, he 
retreated again about the end of June into the 
Ligurian territory. At this period intelligence 
was received of the surrender, on capitulation, of 
the citadd of Timn, which could no longer with- 
stand the tremendous fire of 300 pieces of artillery 
mounted on the batteries against it. The allies 
now,'therefore, at length found themselves inasta*8 
of the whole country on this side the mountains; 
the strong fortress of Coni, and Genoa with its 
territory^ alone excepted. Yet did not marshal 



J40 ' HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BOOK SuwarofF escape the censure ormilitary men,. for. 

v^^^ suffering, in the face of that superior force of 

1799' which he had the supreme command, the army 

of Naples to effect so extraordinary a retreat. 

• Pressed by the Austrian generals Ott, Klenau, 

and HohenzoUern, general Macdonald deter- 
mined to evacuate the Tuscan territory; and re- 
tiring to Lucca early in July, he sent off his heavy 
cannon under a strong escort to Leghorn, and 
began his march to the Genoese through the 
narrow and difficult defiles of Sarzana. General: 

Atistrians Klcuau entered Florence on the 8th of July, and 

take pos- 
session of on the I6th Leffhorn capitulated: an acquisition 

Florence, , ,1,1 i-., 

and of Leg- the morc valuablc, because that gity contained 
the train of artillery and camp equipage of Mac- 
donald, who with very diminished forces at length 
accomplished a junction with general Moreau. 
On the 2!2d of July the strong fortress of Alessan- 
dria surrendered to the Russians, the garrison 

Mantua being made prisoners of war. On the 28th of the 

surrenders ^ * 

to General samc mouth the still more important fortress of. 
Mantua, garrisoned by ten thousand men, was. 
disgracefully surrendered to the Austriins under 
general Kray, by the commandant Latour Fois** 
sac, to the great indignation of the whole French 
nation; as it was known to be capable of a much 
longer and more vigoroils resistance, and circum- 
stances required that^it should be defended to' 
the last extremity* The generals Kray and Su^. 
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tvaroffby the fall of Mantua, the investment of book 

XXXI 

which had employed so great a force^ regained vj^^v^^ 
the entire and perfect liberty of action. - ^'^99- 

No decisive or important engagement had taken 
place during this interval between the armies of 
the archduke and general Massena in Switzerland ; 
on the eastern frontier of which country a second 
army of Russians arrived early in August, under 
the command of general Korsakof. Previous to . 
their junction with the Austrians, general Mas^ 
sena made repeated attacks on the line of the 
Austrian posts, from Zurich to Mount St. Go- 
thard, not without considerable success; general 
Lecourbe particularly distinguishing himself, on 
this occasion as on many others, by his spirit of 
enterprise and activity. At length, the archduke 
being strengthened by the junction of the first Arrival of a 
Russian columns at Schaffhausen, the temporary my of rus- 
' triumphs of the French received an effectual 
check r and the balance of war was still doubtfully 
;suspended. 

In Italy, confined and almost besieged within 
the narrow space of the Genoese territory, bounr 
ded as well as defended by a continued range of 
moimtains, the troops of the republic occupied 
the Bochetta and other principal passes. /The 
chief command of the. French army was nowG«»erai ^ 

^ Joubertap- 

trahsierred, by the caprice of the directory, from pointed 

___ iTi .nr> ^successor 

general Moreaii to general Joubert,: an o0icer oftoMomu. 
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B o OX gwat merit, who, in assuming the exercise of his 
x.^^>^.^functions, took occasion to express in the most 
^799' public manner the very high sense which he en- 
tertained of the talents of his predecessor; whom 
he generously invited to defer for some tune his 
departure, in order that he might concert with 
him his future plan ' of operations. Moreau no 
less generously acceded to this proposal, and 
consented to act as a volunteer luiider the orders 
of Joubert ; a rare instance, on both sides, <^ 
that true greatness of mind which rises superior 
to all petty and personal jealousies. 

After reconnoitring the positions df the enemy, 
a resolution was taken by the two generals to 
march into the plains. In consequence of this de- 
termination, general Bellegarde's corps stationed 
' at Trezzo was on the 15th of August vigorously 
attadced. At the same time general Joubert pre- 
pared to march in person along the right side of 
the Scrivia, while Moreau descended by the defiles 
of the Bochetta, in order to co-operate in raising 
the siege of the citadel of Tortona. General 
SuwarofF on his part, rightly conjecturing their 
design by the nature of these movements, resolved 
Battle of tipon an immediate attack; which accordingly 
, took place near the town of Novi very early in 
the morning of the I6di. The great and exten- 
sive plain of Piedmont is terminated at Novi by 
a very long ridge of hiHs, which rise so suddenly. 
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and are so steep, that the ascent is. eictremely di& book 
ficult, though the height is not very great/ Upon v^SrO 
these hills the French lay strongly entrenched. ^^^' 
The action was scarcely begun on the left of the 
enemy by general Kray, when general Joubert, 
eager to animate by his presence the charge of 
infentry, advancing too indiscreetly forward, was 
struck with a ball which pierced his heart, and he Joabert 
expired almost without a sigh, in the act of in- 
citing by his exhortations and example his men 
to deeds of heroism. Tlie French had, indis- 
putably, the advantage in point of situation, but 
were greatly out-numbered by the combined forces 
of the allies. The two armies were engaged 
along the whole extent of their line. The slaugh- 
ter WES terrible, and no impression could be made 
on either side. Three tunes SuwarofF charged 
the centre of the enemy in person, at the head of 
hiiB hardy veterans, aad three times he was repul- 
srf by the invincible valor of the French. Mo- 
reau, who again took upon him the command on 
the death of Joubert, was here opposed to Su- 
3varoff ; and, assisted by the generals St. Cyr and 
Des9lles, achieved acts worthy of - admiration. 
Meanwhile general Mdas, with the left wing of 
the allies, reached the heights of Novi on the side 
of Pietalle, and, mso^ching along the banks of the 
Scrivia, by unwearied efforts at length completely 
succeeded in turning the right iBank of the Frendb 
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BOOK army. This manoeuvre decided the victory. The 
^.^.-.^r^ danger of being surrounded compelled the French 
1799. generals to abandon the field of battle to the 
allies; retreating with the loss of the greater 
part of their artillery, by way of Ovada. The 
' rear-guard of their army suffered much in the at- 
tempt to cover this retreat, and night at length 
' ^ved them from destruction. This was, perhaps, 
the most bloody action which had been fought in 
the course of the present horrid and destructive 
war. The loss on both sides, in killed and 
wounded, was very moderately estimated at twenty 
thousand men. The French retired once more 
within the line of their posts ; and SuwarofF, leav- 
ing the generals Melas and Klenau to watoh the 
motions of Moreau, ordered the troops under his 
own immediate command to Asti, in order to 
cover the siege of Coni, and to prevent, if pos- 
sible, the advance of general Championet, already 
on hrs march to succeed general Joubert, and who 
brought with him large reinforcements. 

The situation of Genoa became every day more 
critical. General Championet had seized upon 
several important posts on the frontier of Pied- 
mont, particularly those of Tuile in the dudxy of 
Aosta, and the strong pass of Suza; penetrating 
as far as Pignerol : but a junction with Moreau 
seemed still' a matter of great difficulty. On 
th^ 1 1th of September the citadel of Tortona sur- 
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rendered to general SuwarofF, who was now, by b o o k 
an unexpected destination of his services, and inv.,,,^^^-^ 
consequence of a new arrangement of the im- ^'^99- 
perial courts, compelled to bid a reluctant and^^^J^^ 
everlasting adieu to Italy. fromuLiy. 

, The months of June and July passed away 
without any decisive advantage gained by either 
army in Switzerland. Massena, post^ on Mount 
Albis, behind the Limmat, not only impeded the 
approach of the archduke beyond Zurich, but ac- 
quired, as already noticed, considerable , advan- 
tages over the imperial army, previous to the ar- 
rival of the second Russian army under general 
Korsakof. In the interval the French had assem-inrasion ©f 
bled a numerous body of forces on the Rhine tinate* * 
under general MuUer, who established his head 
quarters at Manheim, August the 25th; and after 
taking possession of Heidelberg and Frankfort, 
he in the beginning of September invested the 
city of Philipsburg. The archduke, alarmed at 
his progress, now resigned the command of the 
army in Switzerland to general Hotze, and crossed 
the Rhine with a very considerable force, des- 
tined for the relief of Philipsburg; and on the 
subsequent junction of this corps with the army 
of the empire, that martial and active prince 
found himself at the head of sixty thousand men.Bepeiied 
General Muller, unable to resist so great a sura^hduk«. 
periority, on the approach ^f the archduke raised 

VOL. XI. TL 
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BOOK the aiege of Philipsburg, after an ineffectual bonv 

XXXI. X «-' 

v^^-^^bardment of five days and nights, in which space 
^799' of time the town was nearly laid in ashes. The 
French retreated by the bridge of Manheim 5 and^ 
to guard the works of that imp6rtant pass^ tliey 
lefl a corps of about six thousand men under ge- 
neral La Roche. But the Austrians boldly at- 
tacked and carried the place by assault, the whole 
of the garrison being either cut to pieces or sur- 
rendering prisoners^ ' The archduke was now 
master of both sides of the Maine, and pontoons 
were prepared for the purpose of passing the 
Rhine; while general MuUer retired northward, 
with the view of covering the city of Mentz. 

The plan which now appeared to be projected 
by the two imperial courts, consisted in forming 
in Switzerland, as the centre, a great Austro- 
Russian army under the orders of SuwarofF; on 
the left, in Italy, an Austrian and Italian army, 
commanded by the generals Kray andMelas; on 
the right, a tliird or iniperial army under the arch- 
duke, who had with great success so far executed 
the part allotted to him. The first column of 
Russians, under general Rosenburg, began their 
march September 8, by Novarra, in order to pass 
the St. Gothard by Bellinzona. Upon the rear- 
, ' guard of this colunm Moreau made a fierce at- 
tack, but was ultimately repulsed, and resumed 
immediately his formt^r positions. Suwaroif him* 
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self^ after taking a public and melancholy farewel book 

. XXXI. 

of the Austrian troops^ his companionsrin danger vj^v'^ 
and in victory, followed at the head of the second ^^' 
column*. 

The grand object of the Austrian generals 
Kray and Melas, on the departure of Suwaroff, 
was to prevent the purposed junction of Moreau 
and Championet before Coni, The army of the 
latter being now so far advanced as to be almost 
insulated, was on the 18 th of September attacked 
by the Austrian commanders near Fossano; ge- 
neral Bdlegarde at the ^axne time breaking 
^ through the chain of posts above Turin. This com- 
bined operation was attended with such success^^ 



* In a small tract written by count Dietrichstem Proskau, 
major-general in the Austrian service, and publicly circulated 
on the continent, that officer, in animadverting on the depar- 
ture of the Russians from Italy after their glorious successes, 
asserts that " the court of Vienna assented to it upon the de- 
sire which the court of (iOndon had manifested to that of 
St. Petersburg, of seeing the Russian auxiliary troops of Jtaly, 
joined to the Russian army paid and maintained by England/' 
" I acknowledge,^' says this intelligent officer, " that, in a 
military as well as political point of view, my weak discern- 
ment has never allowed me to perceive the advantage oi re- 
placing in the middle of a campaign, as one would relieve a 
sentincV, an Austrian army in Switzerland by a Russian onct. 
I know that my court has no more conceived this than my- 
self. It . only consented to it through complaisance to its, 
allies, and against its own opinion/' < ' 
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BOOK that the major part of the French were obliged to 

v^-v^retreat with considerable loss to Suza. General 

^799^ Ghampionet himself, nevertheless, repaired in 

cte^'^o- person to Genoa, to receive from the hands of 

thc*<^^^Moreau the conimahd of the army of Italy* 

mandinthe 
room of 
Moftau, 



cess 
waroff in 
Switzer- 
land. 



Marshal Suwaroif had by this time made his 
dispositions to attack the passes of Mouht St. 
^'"ofsu- Gothard; and, ascending the valley of the Levan- 
tine, in concert with the Austrian generals Aut 
fenburg and Laudohn, to drive back Lecourbe^ 
and, pressing forward upon Lucerne and Berne^ to 
compel Massena to quit his position and pass the 
Aar, in order to secure his rear. General Le- 
courbe, encompassed on all sides, now found the 
necessity of hastily relinquishing those important 
posts which he had so long maintained, and the 
Russians extended themselves along the. lake of 
Zurich. The army of Massena, occupying a. 
chain of posts betw^een the St. Gothard and Ba- 
den, was decidedly superior to the pnemy, pre- 
vious to the arrival of SuwarofF: and he resolved 
to avail himself of that superiority while it ex- 
isted. On the 24th/Of Septiember, therefore, this 
able commander issued orders for a division of 
the army to pass the Linunat, on the banks of 
which general KorsakofTs division lay encamped. 
A second division was at the same time directed 
to storm the heights on the west of Zurich, and a 
third to attack the advanced posts of the Aus- 



BatUe of 
Zurich. 
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trians on the Linthe, General Hotze, on the book 
first alarm that the French had passed thes^^^^^,^ 
JLinthe, mounted his horse in order to recon- ^-^99- 
noitrie the enemy; when- his small party was^®*^ 
suddenly murounded, and that gallant officer, ^<>^«* 
who possessed the most distinguished merit and 
talents, and was the object of universal esteem, 
enjoying ajso the entire confidence and affection 
of the soldiery, was slain in the very prime of 
Kfe,- almost within sight of the walls of Zurich; 
of which city he was himself a native. The 
Austrians, thrown into confusion by the loss of 
their commander, fell back precipitately towards 
LichtensteinandSt. Gall; by this means entirely 
separating themselves from the centre of the 
army. The attack against Zurich was no less Triumphs 
successful. The Russians were driven from thejj^^n^^ 
heights with dreadful carnage, and the town was 
carried sword in hand. General Korsakoff^ with 
the loss of his baggage and artillery, retreated by 
Bulach to Schaffhausen, The French pursuing 
their advantages in both directions, the allies were 
compelled to pass the Rhine, and to place the 
lake of Constance between them and the enemy. 
Marshal SuwarofF, inflamed and enraged at the 
unexpected intelligence of this great and total 
defeat, wrote to general Korsakoff, " You shall 
answer with your head if you make another re- 
trograde step : I am coming to repair your errors." 
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BOOK The commander-in-chief had now penetrated, 
v^^v-^ with extreme difficulty and incessant lighting, as 
1799' for as Schwitz; and on the 4th of October he car- 
ried by assault the post of Brunnen, with the 
bridge over the Muten, after a desperate resis- 
tance on the part of Lecourbe. This was the last 
of his triumphs. Had he dared to push forward 
' through the valley of Claris, he would have found 
Massena at the head of a superior army, flushed 
with recent conquest; and he must have iiicurred 
the imminent hazard of beipg surrounded. He 
Suwarpff therefore indignantly quitted the cantons of 

retreats r* t » t ^ . . • i t a 

into the Schwitz and Claris; retreatmg with the Austrian 
. divisions under Auffenberg and Jellachich, by the 
Flemstahl, into the valley of the Crisons. This 
retreat was not' effected without immense labor 
aijd equal loss ; the French pursuing close behind, 
harassing, and by reiterated attacks almost de-< 
stroying the rear-guard, and taking great part 
of the heavy artillery and baggage, which S«\fra- 
roff, who exposed his person to every danger, had 
no means to carry off. 

The generals Korsakoff anci Petrasch had by 
this time ventured to repass the Rhine; but- ge- 
neral Massena, passing from the right to tHe left 
of the French -army, put himself at the head of 

Battle df the divisions before Zurich, and, charging the ad- 
vanced columns of the allies, October the 7th, be- 
tween the Thur and the Rhine, compelled them 
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jonce more to seek for safety on the opposite bank book 
of the river. Seizing in this retreat the bridge s-^^>^-^i^ 
of Constance, the French pressed vigorously upon g^^J^f^^ 
the rear of the flying army, doing great execution ^**'''^^*"*^*'- 
upon the Bavarian division and the corps of emi- 
grants commanded by the prince of Conde, which 
had attached itself to this army. The Austrian 
general Bauer, nevertheless, recovered the bridge, 
and the French were checked in the midst of the 
pursuit; but after reiterated efforts the city of 
Constance, said to be three times lost and won, 
remained in possession of the republicans. 

For the space of fifteen days, lio intermission 
or scarcely remission of hostilities had taken place; 
in which dreadful interval it was computed that 
not less than thirty thousand men on both sides 
had fallen victims to the devouring rage of the 
sword, which still thirsted for human blood. 

As 30on as the archduke received intelligence Return of 
of the death of Hotze, and the subsequent reverse duke to 
of fortune in Switzerland, he relinquished his pro-J^n^f^^" 
ject of crossing the Rhine, and set out imme- 
diately on his march with the greater part^of his 
ttoops to the southward; leaving only a sufficient 
force to cover Manheim and Philipsburg. At 
Donaueschingen, October 4, be held a grand coun- 
cil of war ; a few days after which, the Austrian 
army re-entered^vvitzerland. Subsequent to his 
departure, general Muller, again passing the Rhine, 
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BOOK recovered Frankfort, and dispersed the levies o( 
v;^^-.^^^^ armed peasantry, which by the late movementd 
1799. were left nearly destitute of military support. 

. The Russians were now rapidly retiring frc«n 
the field of action. General Korsakoff^ with tfe 
chief part of his troops, filed off by the lake of 
Constance; and on the other side, marshal Su^ 
. waroff, who had for a time established his head 
quarters at Coire, marched to Feldkireh, uniting 
the cordon on the right side of the lake, a^d join^ 
ing at Lindau the different divisions of his army; 
more than one third of which had been uaavail- 
ingly sacrificed, by the caprice of a barbarous 
despot, in a distant clime and foreign quarrel, far 
fi*om their friends, their families, and native home. 
After efforts so prodigious, the armies on both 
sides, being almost equally exhausted, were forced 
to a sort o{ suspension of hostilities, and waited 
in silent and motionless expectation the arrival of 
further reinforcements, iii order to renew tlies^ 
. horrid scenes of carnage, death, and desolation. 
DecUra- In the midst of the -rejoicings of the court of 
Emperor^ Petersburg, at the news of the first successes of 
Suwaroff, the emperor Paul, indignant that the 
Germanic states were not universally actuated by 
the same furious zeal with himself, in support of 
the same cause, issued an official notification, da- 
ted from Petersburg, September 15, and addressed 
to all the members of the Germanic empire, ia 
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wluch hie t^resieiited, *' that, having been con- book 

XXXI 

stitntly animated )vith zeal for the <^use of so- v^^^v^ 
vereignSj a^id desirows 6f putting an end to the ^'^S^* 
deya;8tations and dtsofders carried into the most 
distant countries hj the impious goTemmteht 
imder which France ^oaned in silence, he had 
taken the firm resolution of sending his forces hj 
sea and land to succour the oppressed; to re^ 
iestaMish, withcKit suffering the least division, the 
iiionarchy of France -, the ancient governments of 
the United Provinces and the Helvetic cantons; 
to preserve the iirtegrtty of the Germanic em- 
pwe; and find his recompense in the happiness 
and tranquillity of Europe. Providence had 
biessed liis arms, and hitherto the Russian troops* 
had triumphed over the enemies of thrones, re- 
ligion, and social ^rder : and he invites all the 
numbers of the German empire to unJle their 
forces with his and rally round hiiii; in which 
case he will not ^ath his sword till he has seen 
the dowrifeU of the monster which threatens to 
cmsh all legal authorities.'* But scarcely could 
this boastful' declaration be received by those to 
whom it was addressed, before the victories of 
which it ispoke were changed to mournfiil reverses 
and disastrous defeats. 

j^t the beginning of the month of November 
the opposite armies found themselves nearly in 
the same positions which they had occupied six 
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j3 o o K months before. The archduke fixed fads head 
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s^'^v^ quarters at Sdhaffhausen andDpnaueschii\gen,aad 

sJw^oi general Massena resumed his former situation at 

the Gru ^ Basle. SttwarofF, who ha4 assembled his army 

^"^- in the vicinity of Lindau^ now fell back to Mem- 

mingen. Coire, and the other posts held by 

him in the Grisons, were evacuated. But the 

Austrian general Linken^ successor to Hot^e, 

jstill occupied the Voralberg, and by means of the 

post of Mayenfield kept up his comnmnication 

with Feldkirch, 

No sooner was the retteat of the Russians de^ 
cided, than the archduke, resolvin|f to rest on the 
defensive in Switzerland, detached all the troops 
which could be collected in Carinthjia and the 
Xyrolj to reinforce the generals Melas and Kray, 
Melas had already formeji the investment o£ the 
importtttxt and hitlierto impregnable fortress of 
Coni, while Kray coimnaiided the covering army^ 
and Klenau was still eng^tged in the distaiUt block? 
ade of Genoa. General Champipnet^determining 
at length to make one great eSbrt for the relief 
of Coni, meditated the project of cutting- off thg 
right wing of the Austrians on the side of Genola; 
for which purpose he previously made a succession 
of false attacks on the left. But general Melas, 
penetrating his design, had strengthened the posts 
in danger; when on the 4th of November thq two 
armies made their respective dispositions for a 
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general engagement. Both French and Austrian^ book 
fought on this occasion, as on so many others^v^^-^r^' 
with heroic braverjr, Exclusively of the respective gj^^^^ 
commanders in chief, Grenier, Victor, and Riche- o«»»«**- 
pause, on the part of the former, and Ott, Mi- 
trowski, and EInitz, on that of the latter, particu- 
larly distinguished themselves. The charges on 
both sides were furious, and firmly sustained. Nei- 
ther could gain, nor would either yield the advan- 
tage. At length the column of Grenier, overborne 
by superior numbers, combined with equal valor, 
was broken by the efforts of general Ott; and 
the whole French army, falling co^nsequently into 
irretrievable confusion, were foi*ced'^bacik on-Val- 
dizzio. ' And being again attacked in' the aft- 
ernoon of the same day by general Meks, in 
his new position, general Championet retired with 
great additional loss to Contala^ which he aban* 
doned in the night, leaving Coni to its o^vn de- 
fence, after sacrificing eight thousand men in this 
bold but unavailing attempt. 

On the other side, general Kray had given a 
sevefe clieck to the French under general St. Cyr, 
on his march to join general Ghampionet, com- 
pelling him to retreat beyond the mountains of 
Novi. Intelligence was at the siaihe time re^ surrender 
ceived of the surrender of the important maritime 
town of Ancona, which had been for some months 
blocked up by -a squadron of the Russian and 
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BOOK Turkish ^hips by sea, and a body of Austriam 

vJi-v^under general Frolich by land; joined by a nti- 

'^799- meroiis corps of insurgents. The commander^ 

■ general Monnier, capitulated to general Frolich, 

whQ took possession of the place in the name of 

the emperor of Germany only: a procedure 

which gave great <^ence, when reported to the 

court of St. Petersburg. 

The trenches were now open in form before 
Cbni, and nineteen batteries, mounted with two 
hundred pieces of heavy artillery, kept up a tre* 
mendous fire on that fortress. A bomb acciden- 
tally falling on a powder ma^zine, set it on fire, 
and blew up a redoubt. The flames continued to 
spread, and the incessant explosio^ of , bombs 
and daells left no hope of extinguishing them- 
The French commandant despairing of assistance^ 
and finding no advantage in prolonging a de* 
fence which must necessarily terminate in the 
destruction of the place, 'determined to submit, 
and in the evening of the 2d of January (1800) a 
ttf c^nf *^ capitulation was signed, and the garrison surren- 
dered prisoners of war. Thus .Coni, justly re* 
puted the key of Piedmont, fell into the posses-, 
sion of the Austrians, and the Liguri^n territory 
was .all that now remained of the French con- 
quests in Italy. 
^ The history of the naval naturally succeeds to 
that of the military transactions of this ever me- 
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morable year. At the termination of the last book 
campaign, the fleets of Britain rode everywhere'^^^^^^^ 
triumphant; at the commencement of the pre-. ^799^ 
sent, the ports of France, Spain, and Holland, 
were completely blockaded, and the harbour of 
Brest in particular was vigilantly watched by 
lord Bridport, who commanded a powerful squa* 
dron in the channel. Preparations, however, had 
been long making by the French, with a view to 
«ome maritime expedition : and a sudden gale of 
wind compelling the English admiral to quit his 
station before Brest for a single day, the French 
commander, Brueys, took immediate advantage 
of his absence, by standing out to sea with a 
fleet, consisting, as it subsequently appeared, of 
no less than twenty-five ships of the line, four of 
them carrying more than one hundred guns each, 
accompanied by eight frigates, besides smaller * 
vessels, Ttie next day lord Bridport^ whose force 
was far inferior, resumed his station; but hearing 
that the. French fleet had sailed, and not being 
able, in the thick fog which happened at that 
time to envelop both squadrons, to learn what 
direction they had taken, he deemed it expedient 
to make sail for Ireland, as the part most obvious 
to attack, iind most important to defend. But 
the object of the French was to form a juncticm Junctioaof 
with the Spanish fleet at Carthagena, which was and Spanish 
skilfully aud successfully effected. As soon as ^ *" 
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BOOK the destination of admiral Brueys was ascertain- 
v.«»^v-^^> great reinforcements were sent with all ima- 
1799* ginable expedition to lord St. Vincent in the Me- 
diterranean ; and the fleet commanded by lord 
iBridport being also considerably strengthened, 
^ the two British admirals could muster together a 
prodigious force of sixty sail of the line, to which 
the Prench and Spaniards could not, with any 
chance of success, oppose their united squadrons. 
But the same fortune which had from the first 
governed this dangerous attempt, brought them 
in safety from Carthagena to the road of Cadiz : 
arid notwithstanding the utmost vigilance of the 
English commanders, and to the great disappoint- 
ment of the nation, they ultimately re-entered 
(July 21) the harbour of Brest, to the number of 
forty-seven sail of the line; without sustaining the 
slightest injury, or even coming within sight of 
an English ship. 

The counter-revolution at Naples was followed, 
after a very short interval, by the fell of th^ newly 
established Roman republic. It is necessary to 
premise, that the infirm and aged pontiff* had, on 
the first* success of the allied arms in Italy, been 
removed, by order of the Gallic directory, from 
^Florence, across the Appennines and Alps, to Bri- 
an90n, whence, on the alarm caused by the ap- 
proach of Suwaroff to the frontier of France, he 
was again transferred to Valence, Here he oc^ 
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ctipied the beautiful suite of apartments belong- 3001: 
ing to the ancient conunandant of that fortress s.^^^^^ 
under the monarchy. Again he seemed to enjoy ^799. 
something of repose; the fine gardens, and de- 
lightful scenery of the surrounding country, af- 
fording him much apparent pleasure. He divided 
his time chiefly between his books and his de- 
votions, with occasional exercise; but he slept 
Httle, and his health visibly declined. It being 
declared to him, that it was in contemplation of 
the directory to remove him to Dijon, he ex- 
claimed with emotion, " Why will they not let 
ine die in peace?" The truth, perhaps nnknown 
to the pontiff, was, that Valence was deemed too 
near to Avignon, at that period in a state of in- 
surrection. From this time, the agitation of his 
mind preyed rapidly on his frail q,nd feeble frame. 
He was soon after seized with a partial paralysis; Death of 
and his end visibly approaching, it was deemed 
needless to incur the odium of disturbing his 
dying moments. Religion, of which he had been 
accused of loving too much the exterior pomp, 
became now the sole consolation of his sorrows. 
He expired tranquilly and serenely on the 29th of 
August (I799)? in the 82d year of his age, and 
fi4th of his pontificate. His remains were em- 
balmed, and deposited in a leaden coiSin, with all 
external marks of respect, in the presence of the 
municipality of Valence. / . 
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V o o K A month had scarcely elapsed from the Aeaih 
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K^^^^^ofVius VI., ere his late seat of government was 
J799. rescued from the dominion of his oppressors. 

2fiSS!''^The fortmie of the campaign had produced the 
same eflTects in the Roman republic as in other^ 
parts of Italy. Macdoaald, in his retreat from 
Naples, had left at Rome about 3500 Frendb, m- 
- eluding all descriptions, civil and military. The 
. defeat of the republican army on the Trebia was 
the signal of insurrection in the Romaii state, as 
well as at Naples. On the approach of the in- 
surgents at the beginning of August, every part 
of the government appeared in a state of dis- 
organisation. The treasury was empty of nlo- 
ney, the magazines of arms : and the city was 
totally unprepared for an event so unlooked for 
as a siege. In the present state of things it was 
deemed necessary to suspend the consulate, and to 
proclaim mihtary law. The numbers of the insur- 
gents, aided by reinforcements from Naples and. 
Tuscany, continually increased. General Gar- 
Bier, the commandant, made two successive sail ies, 
but was driven back with loss. He determined, 
nevertheless, to defend the city to the last ex- 
tremity. 

The post of Frescati being that from which 
the inhabitants were most annoyed, the Roman 
national guard, headed by the princes Santa 
Croce a»d Borghese, joining themselves to the 
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French, a third attack was resolved upon (Au- book 
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gust 20),. which was attended with great success, s.^^v^ 
the intrenchments at that place being forced; ^'^99- 
and twenty pieces of cannon, with other trophies 
of war, testified the triumph of the Victors* This, 
however, was of no essential service. The post 
of Frescati was soon re-occupied; different di- 
visions of Austrian and Russian troops approached 
the city, and an ilnglish squadron blocked up the 
port of Civita Vecchia, and summoned Rome to 
surrender. A council of war being held, it was 
determined to enter into a negotiation with the 
English, who proposed the same capitulation as 
had taken place at Gaeta. The British squadron 
was under the direction of commodore Trow- 
bridge; an officer of the highest reputation. Incon- 
sequence of the positive instructions he received 
from Naples, the British commander was obliged 
to make a formal demand of the French governor, 
to deliver up the Neapolitan patriots who had 
fled for refuge to Rome. General Gamier nobly 
answered, " that he would never consent to an 
action so unworthy; but that the French would 
rather' sacrifice their own lives with those of their 
friends." 

The first name on the fatal list happened. to 
be that of the princess de Belmonte ; and when 
the determination of the French commandant 
was made known to the commodore, he is said 

VOL. XI. M 
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9 e o tc to have signified very intelligibly his high ap- 
* /probation of it. He knew what had passed at 
Naples. He felt how, paramount to all orders 
or instructions, was the honor and dignity of a 
British soldier. " I never will become the ex- 
ecutioner of the vengeance, of the queen of Na- 
ples!" was the indignant declaration of this 
Kome sur- gi^ftut oSicev. This bciug perfectly understood, 
theanns a capitutatiou was signed 6th Vindemiaire,^ 
Britak. (Sept. 27)3 confonnably to the articles of which, 
KoMs and its dependencies, for the first time 
since the foundation of that femous capital of the 
world, surrendered to the arms of Britain : — -«n 
event than which, had the awful book of destiny 
been laid open to the view of the Julian or Au- 
gustan age, nothing more calculated to excite 
^Wiazement could have occurred in all its re- 
cords. 

The twelfth and other concurrent articles of 
Jkhe treaty of capitulation imported, that " such 
citizens of Rome as shall now form, or have here- 
tofore formed, a part of the constituted authorities 
of the Roman republic ; and those also who shall 
have served the republican cause by their pa- 
triotic works, or taken up arms for that purpose, 
jhall be at liberty to depart with their property 
at the sameitime with the French troops, and on 
the same terms as they do." And by other 
articles it was agreed, '^ that transports shoul$i 
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be provided by the En^ish coitimatider, and book 
victualled^ for the conveyance of the above de-^.^^-^^,^ 
scriptions of persons to Villa Franca, Antibes, ^799* 
or Toulon ; and that such Romans as choose to 
remain, shall suffer no molestation. '^ Tlie last 
article even expressly stipulates, ^ in case of 
any difficulty arising with respect to the in- 
terpretation of the articles of this donvention, 
that such articles shall be explained. in favor of 
the French and their allies." 

During tibe transietit existence of the Nea- 
politan r€^ublic, the duke of Cansano had been 
sent as ambeussador to Rome, and many other 
Neapolitans of high rank were also resident in^ 
that city at the period of its investment. Even Genferosity 
previous to its surrender, the English commander tish com"" 
took an anxious interest in the fete of these un-^"^ 
fortunate exiles. He precipitated their depar- 
ture from the port of Civita Vecchia; and> on 
their being unavoidably forced back to that place, 
commodore Trowbridge, inflexible in his hu- 
manity, again enabled the vessel to put to sea, 
and theproscribed fugitives were at length happily 
landed at Toulon. In return, they paid him— and 
it was all they could pay— those grateful tears of 
admiration which are shed over noble deeds. 
Thus the honor of the British name was vin- 
dicated 5 and th^ world, as in other and better 

342 ^ 
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B OX) K tknes^ saw that it did not without reason aspire 
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k^^^v^ to a rivabhip with tliat of ancient Rome. 
1799- Civita Vecchia, Corneto, Tolsa, and the other 
maritime places in the Roman state, were put 
into possession of the English immediately on 
signing the articles of the capitulation : and in 
forty-eight hours afterwards, general Boucard, 
' with a regular Neapolitan force, was admitted 
into the city of Rome, tod occupied the castle 
of St. Angelo; the French garrison marching out 
at the same time with all the honprs of. war. 
No sooner was the Neapolitan flag hoisted, than 
the trees of liberty were cut down and bumt> 
and the arms of the republic destroyed. Sealsr 
were affixed to the apartments of the Quirinal 
and Vatican palaces, and the officers of the re- 
public; and some excesses were committed by 
the mob, who carried about^ in derision, the bust 
of Brutus, so lately the object of veneration. 
But all the articles^ of the convention, concluded 
under the sanction of the British commander, 
were strictly and religiously executed. 
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BOOK XXXII. 

EXPEDITION to H&Uand. Surrender of the Dutch naval 
force. Successive Victories of the Dake of York, Contention 
of the Helder, State of St, Dmningo, Capture of Surinam, 
Situation of France^ Changes in the Directory, Law of 
Hostages passed. Jacobin Meetings suppressed. Fatal Conse- 
quences of the Law of Hostages, Transactions in Egypt. 
Capture of ElArisch. General Bonaparte enters Palestine, 
Capture of Gaza — and of Jaffa. French Army encantps on - 
Mount Carmel, Siege of Acre, Train' of battering 4ft i^^^^y 
intercepted by Sir Sydney Smith . Heroic Defence of Acre. 
Turkish Army assembles at Damascus. Complete Victory of 
Bonaparte over the Turks. Unsuccessful Assault of Acre. 
I^ege of Ai:re raised. Return of Bonaparte ta Grand Cmro. 
Victory over the Turks at Aboukir, Bonaparte departs for 
France. His Arrival^ at Paris, Engages with Sieyes in the 
Design of subverting the existing Government. - Dissolution of 
the Directorial Constitution, Establishment of the Consular 
Governments Consular Constitution delineated. General Bona* 
parte declared First Consul. Renewal of the Negotiation wUh 
America, Death of General Washington. Embarrassments 
of the Senate of Hamburg. Haughty Conduct of the Em- 
' peror Paul — His Manifesto against Spain. He assuifies the 
, ^SitieofOrand Master of the Order ofSt\ Jolm of Jerusalem* 
Pr4^e. of Brasil declares himself Regent 4)f Portugal. ' Trans* 
actions in India, Tippoo Sultaun's Intrigues with the French at ^ 
Mauritius. Earl of^Mornington appointed Gorvernor-General 
of India. Tippoo Sultaun*s secret Negotiations mth the King 
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of Candahar — and with the French Directory — also at the 
Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad. His deceiifid Profesaons 
. of Friendship to the English Gtroemmeat. Discreet Conduct 
cf Lord Mormngton, The Company's Forces assemble at 
VeUore, The Govemor-GejieraTs energetic Remonstrance to 
Tippoo Suttaim. Systematic Dissim'^lation of the Svltaun, 
Attempts to excite the Ottoman Porte against the English, 
The Goroemor-General declares War against thp Sultaun of 
Mysore. Succ&ses (f the EngUsh Jrmy. Inwstmeai rf 
' Scring^ipatam. The Sult<fun sues in vain for Peace — His Rag€ 
and Devoir. S^ngapatam taken by Storm. Heroic Death 
.rf the Sultam' Partition of his Dominions, Ancient royal 
House of ^Mysore r^iored. Death qfKien Longj Ewpemr of 
China, 



*^jj^ XN the grand plan of mUitary operations^ con-. 
^— "Sr^^i^certecl between the confederate courts, for the 
Exp Jaion present year, it was detennuip4 that Qrpat Britain 
to Holland. gjjQijj^ attempt a powerful diversion of the French 
arms, by the actual invasion of Holland, aided by a 
* body of about twi^nly thousand auxiliaries, to be 
furbished by Russia, exclusive pf the force employ- 
ed by the emperor Paul in Italy and Switzerland^ 
Though a^pparently of the utmost consequence 
that this expedition should be undertaken at an 
egrly period of the campaign, it was not till the 
month of June (1799) ^^^.t preparations began to 
})e. nd^de at: Yarmouth and Southampton. Instead 
of ahning at or even pretending secresy, it wa$ 
publicly kpiown, andVindeed ostentatiously an- 
nounced^ that IIol)a}i4 was the object in view j 
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and the duke of York, who had displayed sudi book 
extrabrdmary military talents during the ktev«^*v^«i»^ 
continental campaigns, was appointed coi;n- ^'^^* 
mander^in-chief on the present occasion. 

The first division; under general sir Ralph Aber* 
<jrombie, an officer of great reputation and expe- 
rience, sailed from the Downs "early in August; 
and the second division, commanded by the duke 
of York in person, lay at Margate^ and other sidj^r 
cent places, in order to follow as soon as inteUi* 
gence was received of the sgrfe arrival of the former. 
These two divisions were composed of 30 bat» 
talions of infantry, besides cavalry and artillery, 
making, in conjunction with the Russians, an 
atmy of forty-five or fifty thousand men. The 
Dutch government had not been inert in prepar- 
ing the means of defence and reeastance. : Their 
naval force, consisting of nine ships of the line and 
a great number of fiigates, under the ocmuntod of 
admiral Story, who had saved himself by an early 
flight from the battle oflF Camperdown, lay at 
anchor in the inner channel of the Tex^l. Their 
raiHtary did not exceed twenty thousand men; 
to which must be added about fifteen thousand 
French veterans under general Brune, the exi- 
jgeiicies of the times not allowing tiie directory t9 
maintain a larger force in these pKOvioQes. 

The winds were adverse till near the en^ ^ 
August ; when the English fleet> commaii^d by 
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BOO K lord Duncan, anchored near the mouth of the 
v^p-v^^^ Texel. Oh the morning of the 27th, general Aber- 
I7a9* crombie landed his whole force, under its protec- 
tion, near the Helder point. Scarcely were the ^ 
, English troops formed, when the Dutch under 
general Daendals charged them with great spirit, 
and a sharp engagement ensued, in which the 
English, by the official account, lost near five hun- 
. dred men. Late, however, in the evening, the 
garrison of the fort, consisting of about two thou^ 
sand national troops, was withdrawn, and the 
English took possession of the wqrks next mom<- 
ing. This was but a prelude to the great success 
which followed. On the 30th of August, the pas^ 
sage being how entirely opened to the Texel, 
vice-admiral Mitchell summoned the whole Dutch 
navy, lying near the Vlieter, to surrender to thtv 
prince of Orange ; allowing them ** one hour to 
submit, or take the consequences." In less than 
that time an an^er was returned, that they sub- 
surrcnder mitted accordin^ to the summons. " The trai* 

of the , 

Dutch na- tors," says admiral Story, "whom I commanded 
^^^* refused to fight; and nothing remains to me, and 
my brave officers, but vain rage and the dreadfiil 
teflexion of our present situation. I therefore 3e^ 
liver over to you the fleet which I commandec^ 
and declare nvyself, and my officers, prisoners 
^of^a^" . 

Geperal Abercrombie, now waiting for rerin- 
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forcements, entrenched himself on the peninsula book 
of the Helder, and geheral Brune directed 4jis^,>^^^^ 
march, at the head of his collected force, by Haer- ^'^99- 
Jem to Alkmaer, where he arrived September 2. 
But, what was infinitely more discouraging,* the 
spirit of determined resistance everywhere di- 
splayed itself In every village the citi^sens took 
arms; the requisitions of ^ the government were 
answered, not by a cold and formal compliance, 
but with an emulation of eagerness ; and multi- 
tudes offered themselves on all sides, as volun- 
teers, to join the army in North Holland. On 
the 10th of September, at day-break, a fierce at-^ 
tack was made by the united army of French and 
Batavians on the English intrenchments: but 
they were everywhere repulsed; "owing,** says 
the &)g!ish commander in his official dispatches, 
*' to the strength of oiu* position, and the deter* 
mined courage of the troops." About ten o'clock 
ihe enetny i«etired to Alkmaer ; and this advan- 
tage was, by credulous presumption, regarded as 
a second 4HMed victory over the Dutch. 

On the very day this engagement took 
I^ace, the duke of York sailed from Yarmouth 
with the second division of troops, and was soon 
followed by the greater part of the Russian arma- 
ment under the command of generals Herman 
and Essen. Ehiring these operations, the he- 
reditary prince of Orange h^ made a feeble 
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B o • K attack on the frontier of the province of Overy^ 
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v.,^^v^sel, summotiing the fortress of Coverden, and 
1799. dispersing his proclamations and manifestoes. 
But not the least discernible eflfect was produced, 
nor the slightest movement excited. At length, 
, on the approach of the national guards of Am- 
heim and Oldenrad, the little army of the prince 
hastily separated ; and on receiving intelligence 
of the capture of the Dutch fleet, he himself em» 
barked at Embden, to join the army of tlic duke 
ofYork. 

On the 19th of September, nearly all the 
forces destined for this expedition having ar* 
rived, it was determined to commence offensive 
Operations; and two hours before day^ genaral 
attack on the lines of general Bruiie, before Alk- 
maer, was made in four columns, with a view to 
flank both wings of the wemy* General Aber-^ 
crombie was previously detadied to occupy the 
post of Hoorn,in order to taketbeDtttch,whocon- 
' stituted the right wiog, in the rear ; and gtfterai 
Herman made an impetuous as^smlt mi t^ front 
and left of the line. The French gave way : but the 
Russian column, advancing too far, Co^und itself iq 
€;8d:reme danger of being 9urrouBded.; and 4he vil- 
lage of Bergen^ which Wjas for some time oocu- 
pied by the Russians, was recovered by geamnl 
Yandamme at the, point: of the bayonet. Not 
receiving the support they escpected from the 
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c<«aimander-in-chief, they were m the 'end, and book 
after fighting with the greatest obstinacy, de- v.^ip-v-iO 
stroyed rather than defeated ^ general Herman ^'^^' 
iiimself being made prisoner, aiid Essen dange- 
T^QUsly woimded. ' 

. The right wing of the Batavian army, /conv^ 
imanded by general Daendals, was opposed to 
^e English, and, having stood .firm till past midr 
day, was at length compelled to a retreat ; but 
raying towards the dose of the engagement, 
general Daendals recovered several of the batte- 
ries which he had lost. The total discomfiture 
pf the Russians obliged the duke of York to with- 
liraw his left; and general Abercrombie also evar 
cnating the post of Hoorn during the night, the 
two armies remmed their former positions. This 
jbloody battle, which lasted fi*om three in the 
morning to five in the afternoon, cost the allied 
^rmy of British and Russians, by the official re- 
turns, avowedly incomplete, not less than two 
thpusand five hundred men. Other accounts 
lafiade the I093 &t greater ; and n(^ an indi of 
j^ound hd4 been gained by the present victory ; 
being the third pbtained. over the enemy in the 
^pac^ of aboltf as npany weeks. But it must, in 
jwtice^ be acknowledged, that the duke of York 
was inot a general easily discouraged ; for^ in his 
publie letter to Mr. secretary Dundas on this 
iiK^casiont he »y3, •' I have mucji consolation in 
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BOOK being able to state, that the efforts which have 
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v.^p>^-^beea made, ahhough not crowned with success, 

1799. so far from militating against the general object 

of the campaign, promise to be highly useibi 

to our fiiture operations/' A' paradox which 

seemed, to defy all solution. 

From the day of the bafetlq of Bergen, nothing 
of importance passedfor almost a fortnight. The 
channel of the Amstel was by this time rendered 
impassable to s^hips of war, and th€i inhabitants 
of Amsterdam had completely recovered from 
their first alarms. The two armies, continuing to 
intrench themselves in their opposite positions, 
became every day more formidable to each, 
other. But as this was not precisely the way in 
which Holland; was to be conquered, the royal 
commander resolved, October 2, . upon another 
general attack. This was directed chiefly against 
the village of Be«gen,' situated between sand- 
hills * extending to the sea, and extensive woods 
through which passes the great road to -Haerlem. 
The columnls of the English, cojtnmanded by ge- ^ 
nerals Abercrombie and Dundas^^ * after a most 
gallant, resistance,- forced the posts of -Egmoiit 
' and Bergen. The centre of the 'Freiith and Ba- 
N Aavian army was also broken; ftfld gtn^t-alBnine 
thought* it expedient U} tske-Bimw and still 
stronger position than the former^, at B^verwick, 
i three leagues only from Haerlem. This fourth 



GEORGE IIL 173 

victory was attended with the serious loss ' of b o o k 
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above two thousand men; but on the next day s^g^v-^ 
tiie British army took triumphant possession of ^^99- 
Alkmaer. The hopes of the commander-in-chief vJitori^^of 
now became very sanguine. "I entertain no y^rk!*^* '^^^ 
doubt,"^ says his royaJ highness in his official di- 
spatch^ " that the extent of country which will 
now be under the protection of the allied army, 
and rescued from French tyranny, will afford an 
opportunity to its loyal inhabitants of declaring 
themselves." 

On the 6th of October the duke found it neces- 
sary to renew his attack, to use his own words, 
^ before thie enemy had an opportunity of 
strengthening by works the short and veiy de- 
fensible line which he occupied.; and tp oblige 
him still further to retire before he could be joined 
by the re-inforcements which were upon their 
march." At first little opposition was shown, 
and the English and Russians succeeded in? tat 
ing possession of the villages of Limmen, Bac- 
cum, &c. But the enemy gradually advancing 
their whole force, the action became general along 
the whole line from Limmen to the sea, and was 
maintainied with great obstinacy" on both sides 
till night ; when the enemy retired, leaving the 
allie3 masters of the field of battle. Such at least 
is the flattering relation of the royal commander. 
The Erench accounts, on the contrary, state that 
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BOOK general Bnine, who greatly distinguished hims^ 
^,>^^^^on this occasion by his personal exertions, and 
1799. who had two horses killed under him, charging at 
the head of his cavalry, broke the line of English 
and Russians, and drove them, from their several 
positions, beyond Baccum . The loss of the allies^ 
in this fifth engagement, was no less than two 
thousand five hundred and fifty-five men, in killed^ 
wounded, and prisoners ; and in consequence of this 
rapid series of victories, the situation of the victors 
became extremely critical. From the prisoners 
taken in the last battle, the duke of YcM'k learned 
" the certainty of the enemy's havii^ been re- 
inforced, since the action of the 2d, by six thou- 
sand infe.ntry -, and of their having strengthened 
the position of Beverwick, and fortified strongly, 
in the rear of it, points which it would still be 
necessary to carry before Haerlem could be at- 
. tacked.^ The enemy had also retired a large 
force upon Purmirind, which, as the allied army 
advanced, would be placed in. the rear. Such ob- 
stacles," however, the duke declarer, ^^ would; 
have been overcome, had not the state of the 
weather, the ruined condition of the roads, and 
the total want of the necessary supplies, pre- 
sented difficulties which required the most* serious 
_ consideration." Having maturely weighed the 
" difficulties" in which the army was thus placed, 
the duke, after holding ^ council of war, detep- 
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mined to turn his victoirious back upon thfC foe, book 
deeming it, to adopt again his own words, ^* fors^^^^,^ 
the benefit of the general cause, to withdraw the ^^99* 
troopd from their advanced position, in order to 
wait his majesty's fiirther instructions." That the 
safety of the sdlied army required this retrograde 
inovement, no possible doubt can be entertained : 
but how this retreat, which evidently amounted 
to an absolute abandonment of their object, could 
possibly conduce to " the benefit of the general 
cause," or in any degree promote the success of 
it, is another paradox which no common sagacity 
can hope to explain. 

The Eftglish and Russians now evacuated in 
succession the different posts they had occupied^ 
and concentred their strength in their intrench- 
meiits within the Helder point. Alkmaer and 
Hoom were again taken possession of by the 
French army, who in a mannei: invested the En- 
glish camp. In the face of this army it would have 
been very hazardous to have attempted a- re- 
embarkation. On the other hand, the English 
had it in their power to devastate the country by 
breaking down the dykes. In this situation, it 
was the mutual interest of both to avoid extre- 
mities. The duke of York had indeed declared, 
that his intention in withdrawing his troops was 
to wait his majesty's orders -, but his situation was 
too critical to allow him to wait long. In a few 
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BOOK clays subsequent to his arrival at the Helder, he 

Y V"V' IT 

^.^..^..^^^^sent a flag of truce to general Brune, proposing 

179$. an immediate agreement on the basis of an ar-' 

conven- niistice, or of the free retreat and re-embarkation 

tion of the ' 

H^Uijr. Qf his army. This proposition was regarded by 
general Brune as much too favorable to the allies; 
but a negotiation in consequence taking place, 
on the 18th of October a convention was signed, 
the leading articles of which imported that *' the 
combined English and Russian army shall em- 
bark as soon as possible, without committing any 
devastation by inundations, cutting the dykes, or 
otherwise injuring the sources of navigation 3 and 
that eight thousand prisoners of war, French and 
Batavians, taken before the present campaign^ 
. and now detained in England^ shall be restored, 
without conditions, to their respective countries." 
The duke of York, in the dispatch which trans- 
mitted the intelligence of this humiliating con- 
vention, modestly acknowledged " that he had 
from day to day- additional reason to apprehend 
that any attempt towards a prosecution of the 
campaign in this country could not be attended 
with decisive advantages." And his royaJ high- 
ness, on the consideration of circumstances, was 
• pleased to express his " conviction that the most 
advfsable measure to pursue was to remove with 
the army to England — resting confident that he 
shall have the sati^sfaction of knowing that his 
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conduct in not waiting for previous imtructions book 
from home has met with his majesty's gracious s,^^^ill^ 
approbation." 1799- 

Thus ended this memorable expedition^ which 
auned at no less than the entire subversion of the 
Batavian republic, but which only served to con- 
solidate the new government, to add another gar- 
land to the Gallic laurels, and to display in the * 
most striking colors the detestation which per- 
vaded the Dutch nation of the serene house of, 
Orange, and of all those who by force attempted 
the re-establishment of the stadtholderate. The 
facility, nevertheless, with which the court of 
London, and the zealous partisans of that court, 
expected to accomplish the purposes of this rash 
and unadvised expedition, is scarcely credible. 
** To an army of forty-five thousand men," says 
one of the most respectable of the government 
writers, ** fiill of anulation, from the general to 
the last soldier, to a squadron commanding the 
Zuyder Sea, to the support which there are hopes 
of obtaining from a, great portion of the inliabi- 
tants,-and to the ancient and unalterable attach 
ment of the Dutch regular troops to the stadt- 
holder, what do the Batavian directory, the revo- 
lutionary faction, and their extravagant guar- 
dians on the banks of the Seine, oppose ? About 
twenty thousand French, commanded by a prin- 
ttr^s boy of Limosin; by that Brune who juggled 

TOL. XI. N 
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BOOK and pillacfed Switzerlafld ; who receive his ittw 

XXXII. A t» 

y^^-^^-^litary and political education ill the tennis courti^ 
1799. Qf i\^Q French revolution *." When such was the 
language applatlded by the English court^who 
' could. w^Onder at the repeated disappointmenti!f 
which, in the course of seven campaigns, had equal- 
ly amazed its ignoTance arid confounded its pride ? 
state of St. The commercial relations of France with other 

Domingo. 

countries, aifd everl with its own colonies, were 
rendered ex:tremely difficult, from the great naval 
superiority of Britain'. The island of St. Doming^ 
still displaying indications of a disposition to in- 
dependence,^ general Hedouville had been sent 
out by the directory as governor of that great 
colony, and with a view efficaciously to re- 
establish the authority of the mother country. 
But finding Touissant in possessien of all the real 
power of government, he in a short time returned 
to France, afler in vain inviting the people to 
rally round the constitutional act. Immediately 
on his departure, in the autumn of' 1798, Touis- 
sant sent his own aide-de-camp with diispatches 
for the directory, recriminating on Hedouville, 
asserting his attachment to France, and trusting 
that St. Domingo, " delivered from the dangers 
to which it had been exposed, would continue its 
progress un^der the protection of constitutional 

' * Vide British Mercury, by M. Mallet du Pan, Septem- 
ber 30. 
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laws, and the auspices of that liberty which it liad book 
obtained." This negro chief had in a wonderful v.^^^^^^^ 
manner sucx^eeded in restoring tranquillity, and ^799* 
even a considerable degree of prosperity, to this 
invaluable colony. He was for a time strongly - 
opposed by general Rigaud, another native chieft 
who had great influence in the southern depart-^ 
ments of the island 5 and some bloody encounters 
had during the present year taken place between 
them, to the disadvantage of Rigaud ^ when an 
order, rendered necessary by the actual state of 
things, was received from the directory, appoint- 
ing Touissant sole' governor of St. Domingo, and 
the peace of the island was at once restored* 

In the month of August (1799) Surinam, the capture of 
last and generally considered as the most valuable ""'^°* 
of the Dutch colonies on the continent of South 
America, submitted to a small squadron of 
ships of war in those seas, commanded by lord 
Hugh Seymour, without making any attempt at 
resistance. Another possession was thus added 
to those Atlantean conquests which have so in- 
variably proved the bane of the victors; and 
where pestilence suspends perpetually, and by a 
single hair, over the votaries of avarice and sen- 
suality, the fa-tal sword of death. 

From the detail of a campaign upon the whole situation 
very disastrous to France, it is necessary to re- ^ ^"^^^' 
vert to her internal and domestic situation, which, 

n2 
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B o o K as the summer advanced, seemed fast approaching 
v^^nis^^^ to some great crisis. The subversion of the direc- 
^-^SP* torial constitution had long been meditated; but 
any mode of executionj free from desperate 
hazard, had not yet present^ itself. The 
liberty of the press, it must be remembered, 
had been put under the special protection of th6 
directory, by an article of the* fciw of the famous 
19th Fructidor. Tlie "council of five hundred 
now ventured to declare, that great abuses had 
been committed, under this pretext, by the agents 
of those in power, who were thus secured against 
all denunciations. On the motion of Boulay de la 
Meurthe, once the zealous defender ctfthe direo- 
. tory, a message was sent to the executive govern- 
ment, importing, that in the present alarming 
crisis the council expected such communications 
as were prescribed by the constitution. An ^ 
dress to the people of France was also, on the 
motion of Fran9ais de Nantes, published at the 
same time ; which was regarded as an appeal to 
the nation against the usurpation and despotism 
of the executive power. The directory 3aw the 
storm gathering round their heads. The tide of 
public t)pinion had set strongly against them; and 
any fresh violence practised against the councils, 
would, in all probability, only serve to hasten 
their own ruin. The vengeance of the opposi- 
tion, of which Sieyes was considered as the head. 
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appeared to be levelled against the three direc- book 

XXXII 

tors. Merlin, Lepeaiix, and Treilhard j for Barras,v,^,i^.^^ 
deeming it safest to second the views of Sieyes, ^-^59. 
had already made his peace with the leaders of 
the opposition j who also carried on a secret and 
confidential intercourse with the chiefs of the 
military stationed in and near the metropolis. 

On the 15th of June (1799) the council, not hav* changes iu- 
ing received any reply to the message, declared tory. 
itself permanent, and appointed a special commis- 
sion, invested with extraordinary powers, and con- 
sisting of eleven members. The director Treilhard 
being a oian of a mild disposition, equally unfit 
and unwilling to engage in those scenes of vio- 
lence which seemed approaching, a pretext was 
found to remove him from the directorial office. 
The thirteenth article of the constitution stated, 
that no member of the legislative body can be 
elected into the directory, either during the 
time of his legislative functions, or during the 
year which follows the expiration of his functions. 
Now Treilhard, having been chosen director 26 
Floreal, 6th year, it was opportunely discovered 
that four days were wanting to complete the inter- 
vening year. TreiUmrd instantly, and with appa- 
rent eagerness, acknowledged the violation, and 
abdicated his ofiice. The vacancy was filled by 
Gohier, president of the tribunal of revision, and 
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BOOK the council now possessed a msyority of votes 

^-»-v^-Oeven at the directorial board. 
1/99' ji; y^Qjg j^gxt proposed to pass a decree of accu- 
sation against the two refractory directors, Mer- 
^ lin and Lepeaux: but, first, a deputation was 
sent from the council to. invite them to give in 
their resignations. After some high language 
this compromise was adopted, and the two direc- 
tors quitted the Luxemburg amid the execmtions 
of the people. In their room the choice of the 
legislature fell on two very obscure and insignifi-^ 
cant persons, Roger Ducos and Moulins, who 
were supposed less likely, than others of higher 
consequence, to dispute or oppose the will of 
' Sieyes. A report from the committee of eleven 
was presented by Fran9ais de Nantes, containing 
a strong and well drawn picture of the late direc- 
torial government ; many of the instruments of 
which were formally denounced, particularly 
Scherer, who had fled fi-om the combined veUf 
geance of the law and the people. General Ber^ 
nadotte succeeded as minister of war : and !^he- 
' rer, to the general astonishment and indignation^^ 
as has been befpre related, was promoted to the 
command of the army of Italy. 

On the 26th of June the new directory sent a 
message to the council, enumerating the disorders 
and necessities of the state, and invitipg the 
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council to adopt the most speedy and effectual bo o k 
measures for warding off from the political bodys,!*;^;^-^ 
the dissolution with which it was threatened. In ^^^^' 
consequence of this message, a general levy of 
conscripts was decreed, and a coercive loan of 
one hundred millions. A second address to the 
French nation was also publislied, inviting them 
to co-operate with their representatives in the 
arduous and necessary work of political regene- 
ration. The general ferment rose to such a 
height, that, notwithstanding the tacit engage- 
ment of impunity, the council was lirtuaJly 
compelled to pass a vote that there was room for 
wcusation against the^four ex-directors. Merlin, 
Lepeaux, Reubel, and Treilliard. The violent 
party, even after carrying this point, were by no 
means satisfied; and the jacobins, to whom 
Sieyes had ever been odious, and who had again 
jbeen permitted to hold their assemblies, began 
to include him also in their daily and nightly de- 
nunciations. His famous declaration at the time 
of the flight of Louis to Varennes, respecting the 
superior eligibility of a pyramid to a platform of 
government, was revived ; hi^ secret negotiations 
at Berlin animadverted upon ; and every art put 
in practice to represent him as a concealed roy- 
alist. In the midst of the general agitation 
Sieyes preserved a profound and dignified silence: 
but Courtois, a menjber of the legislative council. 
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BOOK formally denounced the jacobin society at the 
v.^^v^^ Manege, as harboring designs of the most dan- 
1799' gerous nature/ and such as tended speedily to 
revive the reign of terror. In the result, the 
council determined that no popular society 
should hold its sittings within their precincts; 
and the jacobins, amidst a torrent of menace and 
invectives, were finally compelled to abandon the 
Manege. 
Lawofhos- In order to secure the internal tranquillity of 
cd!**^^**^the republic, a most tyrannical law passed, 
known by the appellation of the law of hostages, 
by which the relations of emigrants, and other 
suspected persons, were made personally and 
civilly responsible for the disorders which should 
take place in the communes which they in- 
habited: and empowering the administrators 
of departments to secure any number of ci* 
tizens of this description as Iiostages for the 
good behaviour of the rest. This law, as might 
be expected, was the signal of almost universal 
revolt ; and a state of open insurrection, however 
dangerous, seemed preferable to a submission to 
laws founded in such abominable injustice. 

The restraints on the liberty of the press being 

relaxed, both jacobins and royalists attacked the - 

existing government with the most unbounded 

acrimony of censure : and 9' formal complaint 

, being preferred by the directory to the council 
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of a practice so audacious, as tending to the ab- book 
solute dissolution of tlie state, a commission wass^i^^r^ 
appointed for the suppression o^ this grievance. ^^^' 

The proposition also for the accusation of the 
four ex-directors was finally rejected, notwith* 
standing the public voice in its favor. It was 
alleged, with great plausibility, that if scaffolds 
were thus erected for the first magistrates of the 
republic, government would lose all its weight 
and dignity in the public estimation ; that fac- 
tion would never cease to threaten their succes- 
sors with a similar catastrophe; and that, with 
such an example before their eyes, it would be 
impossible iii future to feel confidence sufficient 
to attempt the execution of such bold and deci- 
sive measures as might, in certain circumstances, 
be necessary to save the country. It was, how- 
ever, the subject of bitter regret, that men, who 
had brought the nation into so deplorable a state, 
whether from treachery or misconduct, should 
escape that punidiment which was so justly their 
due. 

The jacobin club, driven from the Manege, 
now held its assemblies ia a church situated in 
the Fauxbourg St. Germaine, where they con- 
tinued their debates with the same, or, if possi- 
ble, increasing virulence and insolence. And 
not Paris merely, but Lyons, Toulouse, Mar- 
seilles, Bourdeaux, Valence, and various other 
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3B o o K cities, witnessed with terror the revival of those 
^political unions which had so lately covered their 
CQuntry with blood. A correspondence was 
^established between the society at Paris and 
those affiliated clubs ; denunciations were openly 
niade against members of the existing govern^ 
pient, and a general dread of the return of the 
reign of terror began to pervade the public mind. 
Qn the anniversary of the fall of the miscreant 
Robespierre, the jacobins hung their tribune with 
^ black; while the constituted authorities repaired 
to the Champ de Mars to celebrate it as a day of 
thanksgiving. Sieyes was then president of the 
directory ; and, in his public discourse on this 
occasion, he drew a most striking picture of the 
crimes and atrocities of the principal actors in 
thos^ dreadfiil scenes by which the. reign of jacor 
binism was distinguished, And soon after, on 
occasion of a message from the council of elders 
to the direptory, denouncing the jacpbins, a report 
was transmitted to the council, framed by th^ 
minister of police, Fouche, in which the societies 
of Paris and the departments were represented 
as directed by foreign agents, alienating the pubr 
lie muid by incessant calumnies, and openly vior 
ating the constitution. . 

The report of the minister received a more 
^mple developement in the ;5peech delivered by 
the director Sieyes ii) the Champ 4e Mars, on 
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Ae anniversary of the 10th of August, when, in a bVo o k 
strain of glowing eloquence, he held up the mem- v^^s^^^ 
bers of those societies as " traitors subsidised ^799^ 
by the common enemy, or slaves only to their 
passions, anxious either for the speedy restora- 
tion of royalty,, or preferring rather the return 
of that terror so justly abhorred by the French/* 
The necessity of saving the country, incapable of 

/saving itself, became the favorite subject of dis- 
cussion in the societies: but, in the midst ofj^cMn 
their debates, the directory, with prompt deci-8uppress«A, 
sion, passed a decree, Ijy which their doors were 
instantly shut, seals were put on all their papers, 
and a military guard stationed before each place 
of meeting. Domiciliary visits for a month were 
likewise authorised, in order to clear the metro- 
polis of those swarms of jacobins and royalists 
who had poured in from all the departments in 
order to share in the new revolution, to be jointly 
effected by those old and inveterate adversaries. 
These bold measures equally surprised and en* 

' raged the feiction against which they were direct- 
ed. At Bourdeaux, Toulouse, and various other 
places, revolutionary movements were excited, al- 
though immediately repelled by the military, But 
in the council of five hundred the lep-ders of the 
party exerted themselves to the utmost in order 
tp regain their former ascendency. Matters 
being prepared, general Jourdain represented 
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BOOK the dangers to which the republic wa3 exposed. 

v^^^^-^ Italy lost, Batavia invaded, and even the frontier 
1799. of France itself menaced by the enemy. Withm, 
a vast royalist conspiracy, completely organised, 
and ready to burst forth. On every side the 
torches of civil war lighted, and the patriots sa^ 
crificed. He then proceeded to state to the 
council the necessity of continuing the sitting; 
and urged the revival of the famous plan of Bar- 
rere, that the country should once more rise in a 
mass for the defence of its liberty and indepen- 
dence. And he concluded with moving to. de- 
clare the republic in danger. This was vehe- 
mently opposed by Lucien Bonaparte, who re* 
commended a plenary confidence in. the direic- 
tory, protesting against the projects of perma- 
nence, federation, and other revolutionary mea- 
wres suggested by Jourdain and his co-adjutors* 
*^ Great as the evils were which the nation suffered, 
and greater still as were those which it appre-^ 
hended, constitutional remedfes were at hand^ 
and he deprecated the adoption of such measures 
as were calculated to lead insensibly to the com- 
mission or sufferance of crimes, the bare idea of 
which would make the assembly start back with 
horror.'* The motion of Jourdain was at length' 
negatived by ^45 voices to 1 7 1. A vast maJQi'ity 
of the citizens of Paris, who pkiJed a just reli-» 
Ance on the talents and fe'mness o( Sieyes, re^ 
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joiced in this decision ; but a profligate mob, who book 
surrounded the hall of the assembly, insulted the JJ^^JIi^ 
dej^uties who voted against the motion of Jour- ^799' 
dain, and scarcely could they be restrained by 
the military )from acts of open outrage. 
> Partial insurrections had for some time past 
disturbed the peace of various departments ; but, 
towards the end of August, a general insurrec- 
tion broke out in the department of M ayennci 
on the right of the Loire ; when the insurgaits, 
who had hitherto kept chiefly within their woods 
and £istnesses, appeared in force, with leaders at 
their head, deposing the constituted authorities ; 
and, styling themselves the royal and catholic 
army, they openly avowed their intention of re- 
storing the church and monarchy. The spirit of 
revolt, equally cherished by royalists and jaco 
bins, rapidly difiused itself; and in a short space 
of time no less than twenty departments were 
in* a state of the most alarming commotion. 

TTie folly, as well as wickedness, of the law Fatal con- 
respecting departmental hostages now became orthe^iaw 
fiilly apparent; and the forced loan having^^ osajcs- 
proved very unproductive, the treasury was ex- 
hausted, and without resource. The republic 
was rent with the rage of civil discord, the armies 
of France were defeated, and the enemy trium* 
phant. Suspicion and fear pervaded every mind; , 
public confidence was annihilated ; and an insuT'* 
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BOOH mountable apathy, or rather despair, prevailed- 
s^^v^^Mo^g those who had so long breathed ineffeC' 
^799^ tual wishes for their country* Justice had be- 
come a name; patriotism a mask; liberty a 
phantom ; and virtue a deception. Obscure and 
opposing machinations involved every one in 
perplexity ; and the state appeared reeling, as it 
were, like a drunken Bacchanal, without either 
guide, guardian, or support, • 

All France felt the foil force of her past and 
present evils, -and the imperious necessity of esta* 
blishing a better order of things. She required 
. a government capable of repairing the ruins of 
the political edifice ; or rather of re-constructing 
' it on more solid and durable foundations. But 
by what miraculous interposition was this to be 
accomplished ? By what super-human means 
was confidence to be restored, was courage to bcf 
re-animated, was civil discord to be healed, and 
authority, now every where spurned at, to be in- 
vigorated and confirmed ? To solve these inter- 
esting questions, it is now become necessary to 
- revert to the history of that celebrated com- 
mander who, in the spirit of romantic enterprise, 
had, in the beginning of the preceding year, bid 
adieu to his country, in search of new adventures, 
and in the hope of acquiring fresh and, if possi- 
ble, more verdant laurels on the opposite side of 
the globe. 
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The genius of general Bonaparte, fertile in re«^ o o & 
sources, and confident in its own superi(Mrity,s,rf>>v^ 
seemed to expand in proportion as new diffioul« ^^^99* 
ties presented themsdres* The defeat of Aboiv J^,"?^' 
kiTj the hostile disposition of the Turkish courts ^«^^*' 
with the obstinate resistance of the M^unelouks, 
rendered his original project, of transporting a 
great part of his army to India by the Red Sea, 
totally impracticable. On the contrary, ^the 
French commander had good reason to believe 
that his entire force would be scarcely sufficient 
to maintain possession of his new conquest, in 
opposition to the expected attack against Egypt 
both on the side of Syria and on that of the Me- 
diterranean. Ibrahim Bey, with the remains of 
his Mamelouks, after the victory obtained over 
him -by general Kleber, had fled towards Ga^a; 
Achnied Djezzar, pacha of Acre, receiving him 
with the utmost cordiality, and threatening the 
French garrisons in that quarter by great hostile 
preparations. General Bonaparte immediately 
adopted the resolution to anticipate the inten- 
tions of Djezzar, by attempting an expedition into 
Syria, in order either to gain or to chastise the 
pacha, and then return to the defence of Egypt- 

The weeks which intervened from the entire 
submission of the Egyptians, to the moment 
when the troops destined to this purpose pre- 
pared to march, were employed i» scientific; in- 
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8 o o K vestigations, and in military and naval surveys ; 

v„^.v^P^rt^"l2irfy ^3.^ of the lake Menzala by general 
^799' Andreossi. The resolution of the famous pro- 
blem relative to the existence of the canal of Suez 
was the object of Bonaparte's personal attention. 
He had detached, about the middle of Novem- 
ber (1798), a corps of 1500 men, who had taken 
possession of Suez. Thither he repaired himself^ 
at the end of the following month, with Monge 
and BerthoUet; and, bending his way to the 
.north of Suez, he found the entrance of the canal, 
and followed the course of it for more than four 
leagues. Returning by Belbeis, he again traced 
the vestiges of the same great work upon the 
border of the cultivated and watered lands of 
Lower Egypt. He then charged Peyre to take 
the level of the canal, beginning bis operation 
from Suez. 

Diiring this survey general Bonaparte had 
adopted the precaution to send a body of troops 
towards El Arisch, near the entrance of the de- 
sert on the side of Syria : and general Regnier, 
with the first division of the army, had taken post 
at Salahieh and Cathieh, on the ppposite extre- 
mity of the desert. All these places are culti- 
vated .spotSy with wells, and plantations of palm- 
trees, insulated amid the sandy and burning . 
waste. Bonaparte himself returned to Cairo for 
the purpose of giving his last orders respecting 
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the march of the army ; which consisted of about book 

XXXII 

13^000 regular troops^ provided with a train ofv^^py-i^ 
light iartillery. General Desaix was left with a ^'^^' 
considerable force in the command of Upper 
Egypt, to keep in awe the remains of the Mame* 
louks under Mourad Bey. General Dugua was 
entrusted with the government of Cairo ; Menou 
was stationed at Rosetta, Almeyns at Damietta^ 
and Marmont at Alexandria^ 

General Kleber joining Regnier (February 4,c»p*«»«o' 
1799) at Cathieh, marched on to El Arisch, the 
garrison of which consisted of 2000 chosen 
troops. A convoy destined for this place being 
intercepted, and general Bonaparte arriving in 
person on the 17th, the fort surrendered on 
the 19th. The French anny now, in different 
divisions, urged its painful march across the de* 
sert — ^following each other in succession, at two 
days' distance, that they might not exhaust the 
wells of water. On the 24th of February theOenena 
head-quarters were fixed at Khan-Jounesge,-thetot€nPa- 
first village of Palestine, whence the beautiful 
plain of Gaza, bounded by distant rising hills, 
was plainly discernible. The enemy fell backcaptoreof 
from Gaza ; and Bonaparte, entering the city^ 
found there a great quantity of provisions and 
warlike stores. 

On the 1st of March the army moved towards 
Jaffa, the ancient Joppa. The trenches were im* 

TOL.'XIi P 
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B o Q k' mediately opened ; and, in a few days, the breach 

v^^i-v^ appearing practicable, the place Was carried by 

j;^^^^^*^^ assault J and the greater part of the garrison, 

Jaffa, ^ji^ made a resistance equally furious and obsti- 

iiate> put to the sword. " Never," says the ge- 

aeral in his official dispatch, " did the horrors of 

war appear to me so hideous." Jaffa was an ac- 

quisition of the highest importance, being a 

. secure depot for whatever commodities or stores 

might be sent to the French from Damietta and 

Alexandria. 

French Tfhe army now continued its march from 

anny en- ** 

camp on Jaffa, not without being incessantly harassed on ^ 

Mount ^ "^ 

Camel, both flanks. On the 17th they encamped at 
Sabarien, at the opening of the defiles of Mount 
Carmel leading to the plains of Acre — ^names 
wliich revive all the romantic and chivalrous ideas 
associated with the crusades of the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries *. On arriving at CaifFa, at the 

. ^ . * << Lo, the toilsome voyage past, 

^ Heaven's favour'd hills appear at last I 
Object of our Jioly vow, 
We ti*ead the Syrian valleys now. 
From Carmel's almond-shaded steep 
We feel the cheering fragrance creep ; 
O'er Engaddi's shrubs of balm 
Curls the vine, and waves the palm. 
^ SeeLebanon's aspiring head,. ^ 

Wide his immortal umbrage spread I" 
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foot of the mountain, the advanced guard, to boo k 
their surprise, discovered a squadron, hoisting theK.^^y^m^ 
English flag, lying off the coast, and which soon ^''S^* 
appeai'ed sufficiently near to annoy them with 
repeated discharges of grape i^ot. It was com- 
manded by commodore sir Sydney Smith, wfio 
had already distinguished himself by his ardent 
and daring spirit of enterprise on various occa- 
sions. On the 18th the French army encamped sjcge of 
on an insulated height in the vicinity of the city of 
Acre t, and bordering the sea, at about a mile 
distance. On the other side was a plain of con- 
siderable extent, bounded by the hills beyond 
which flows the celebrated river Jordan. 

General Bonaparte, not expecting any consi- ' 
derable resistance from this place, ordered the 
castles of Safflet and Shefflanz to be taken pos- 
session of, in order to clear the route to Damas- 
cus. But the English commander had adopted the 
precaution to send able engineers -to the assist- ' 
ance of Djezzar Pacha, who had repaired the an* 
cient fortifications of the city, consisting, agree-* 
ably to the fashion of the twelfth century, of cur- 
tined flanked with square tovt^ers.N On the 19th 
the trenches were opened, and thf labor of 

* Called by the French St. J(^an d'Acrc, on account of its 
having been the residence of the knights of St. John of Jef u- 
salcm, (Ltxd defended by them, in the times of the crusades, 
against the Saracens. 

q2 
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BOOK erecting batteries commenced. But scarcely ws£s 
^^^v^^he investment of the fortfess completed, whe'ii 
ttI^ Bonaparte received the inexpressibly mortifying 
^tcring intelligenQe, that the iQotilla under admiral Pe- 
jnterceptedj^e, Oil board of which his whole train of batter^ 

by sir Syd- " ^ . /• v 

ney Smith, ihg artillery, together with a large quantity of 
'warlike stores, was embarked at Alexandria, had 
been encountered by the English squadron, which 
captured the greater part of the vessels, the re- 
mainder, . with difficulty, taking refuge in tjie 
port of Jaffa. The cannon and stores were in- 
stantly landed at Acre from the flotilla, and con- 
.verted to the defence of the place which they 
had been designed to destroy. The presence o£ 
the English commander diffused a new and heroic 
spirit into the pacha and the garrison^ who now 
determined to exert every possible means of re- 
sistance. " The town," says sir Sydney Smith, in 
an official tlispatch to lord Nelson, " is not nor 
.ever has been defensible according to the rules of 
art, but, according to every other rule, it must 
and shall be defended; — not that.it is in itself 
worth defending, but we feel that it is by this 
breach that Bonaparte means to march to further 
conquests." 
Gallant de- On the 29th of March, a breach being effected. 
Acre. the troops advanced to" the assault, but were re- 
pulsed with considerable loss. Encouraged by 
this success, Djezzar sent emissaries to Damas- 
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ens, Aleppo^ Said, and Nauplusiim, to raise in a b o o $ 
mass allthe mussulmen capable of bearing anns,v^^^!^ 
^ in order," said the Jimian^ " to combat the in^ ^1^^ 
fidels." He affirmed^ " that he was supported! by 
a formidable English force ; and that they had 
only to appear in order to exterminate their ene- 
mies." Sir Sydney Smith also wrote circular let- 
tej^ to the prinjces ^d chiefs of ^he Christians of 
Mount Lebanon^ ^nd likewise to theisdjeiks of the 
Druses, *' recalling then\," to adopt hk x>wn ^^* 
pression, "to a sei\se of their duty, and engaging 
them to cut off the supplies frosm the Fr^n^ch 
canjp." He sent them^ nxoreover, a .copy of Bo- 
naparte;'^ " impious proclamation," in which he 
boasts, according to the representation of sir Syd- 
ney Smith, " of having overthrown all Christian 
establishments y accompanied by a suitable ex- 
horta^tion, calling upon them, in the genuine 
spirit -of chivalry, "to choose between the 
friendship of a Christian knight and that of 
Cn unprincipled renegado'* General Bonaparte, 
therefore, now found himself in a singular predi- 
cament; being openly denounced as an infidel 
and renegado, for speaking with, ^oo much com- 
plaisance of the religion, of Mahomed, by those 
very persons who acknowledged, by the same 
public and authentic declaratip^, the ignorant 
and ferocious votaries of that religion, as rank- 
ing in the number of their dearest friends and 
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BOOK allies. A Christian knight combating not 

v^^v^^S^i^^^ ^^* *^ aid of ** the Turkish miscreants," 

1799* was a strange phenomenon in Pdestine ; and it 

must be owned that the renowned C<£uit de I jon 

would never have recognised him in that cha^ 

racter. 

Turkish ^hc exhoftatious and denunciations, however* 

.army m- ' ' 

sembies at q{ ij^q English commandcr and the Turkish pa* 
cha, conjoined) produced a great effect. Troops 
were speedily assembled at Damascus and else- 
where for the relief of Acre. Meanwhile, the 
brave garrison made continual sallies. The 
battering in breacli with the field-pieces com- 
menced anew, but with little effect. A small 
" part of the counterscarp, however, faUmg in^ the 
French attempted a lodgement in the tower of 
the breach, but were again repulsed. On the 8th 
of April the garrison sallied at once on the right, 
the 1^, and the centre of the French. At the 
head of each column were the marine troops of 
the English vessels : all the batteries were served 
by the English ; ajld the British standard, for the 
first time, waved beside the Turkish crescents 
A furious conflict ensued, in which the reverses 
of the parallels were covered with slain. The 
French accounts affirm, that the heads of the 
wounded, and of the prisoners taken by the 
Turks, were cut off, and their bleeding bodies 
enveloped in sacks and thrown into the water- 
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^ Yet," say they, " the Englidi flag floated on b 6 o r 
the ramparts by the side of that of I>je22ar P* \^^^Iw 

Bonapafte now receiving intelligence that the >^^' 
Mamelouks of Ibrahim Bey, with the Jatiisaries 
of I^unascus and Aleppo, were preparing to poBB 
Jthe Jordan, in order to join the Arabs and meun^ 
taineers of Nauplusium, gave orders to genial 
Kleber to advance towards Nazareth, in <Mrder to 
observe the enemy, whom he discov^ed on thfe 
heights of Sed Jarra, four leagues from l^t 
place. Descending rapidly into the plain, they 
attempted to surround the small force of Kle^ 
ber ; who not only defended himself with sue* 
cess, but, charging with resistless impetuosity in 
his turn, drove the Turks in disorder back to the 
Jordan. Here they again assembled in prodigi^ 
ous force ; their numbers being calculated at not 
less than fifty thousand men. Bonaparte now 
began to perceive tliat a decisive victory 6nly 
could enable him, either to remain in his present 
position, or to retreat with safety. On the 15th 
of April he quitted the camp before Acre, leav- 
ing two divisions there ; and, in the course of 
the next day's march, from a rising ground he 
perceived general Kleber actually engaged with 
a vast body of the enemy*s cavalry. He imme* - 
diately formed his dispositions fcr turning the 
flank and rear of the Turks, and separating them 
from their camp. A cannon-shot announced tor 
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BOOK general KJeber the approach of Bonaparte, The 
i,^p-^^^w^necessary mantBUvres being executed with the 
Com^to gr^**^*^ military skill and precision, a general 
Jj^^yjj^ charge was made with the bayonet, Terror 
T*w!* pervaded the Turkish ranks; and, perceiving 
themselves cut qfTfrom their camp and magazines, 
they fled with precipitation towards Mount Ta* 
bor ; and part, attempting to ford the river, were 
drowned in the Jordan, The separate body of 
the Mamelouks, with the troops of Damascus, 
were at the same time surprised and totally de* 
&ated by general Murat ; and the enemy expe-> 
rienced on this day a loss of Ave thousand men 
killed, with all their magazines, can^ equipage, 
and stores, ^' Wh?it most surprised these barbae 
rians,'* say the French accounts, ^^ was to be, at 
the same time, beaten through a line of nine 
leagues; — so much were the combined move-, 
ments unknown to them." 
^f^^[?^ General Bonaparte now returned to the hopes. 
Acre. i^gg t^jg of the siege of Acre. On the 24th of 
Aprilj, the mine destined to spring the tower ad-* 
jojining to the breach was completed. A canno- 
nade commenced from all the batteries; but the 
explosion of the mine produced very little effect, 
A second attempt wis made to obtain a lodgement 
in the tower, without success. Admiral Per^e 
Iwd disembarked at Jaffa three pieces of heavy can- 
non, twentyfour-pounders : these, with six o^he^ 
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pieces, eighteen-pounders, sent from Damietta, book 
had by this time reached Acre; and the worics v..^^sy,^ 
of the besiegers were renewed with redoubled ^799^ 
ardor. Sallies and attacks were almost daily ^ 
repeated, and the siege seemed to be converted 
into one continued battle. On the 7th of May 
a numerous fleet was descried bringing a rein* 
forcement of men, provisions, and ammunition 
to the besieged. Bonaparte immediately ordered 
a general assault, and tlie covered way of the 
glacis and the tower of the breach were carried 
sword in hand ; but not without great loss oh 
the part of the assailants ; seventeen French of* 
ficers being killed or dangerously wounded on 
th|s occasion. Early the next morning the cur* 
tine was battered in breach, which, in Mling, 
presented a passage sufficiently practicable. Bo- 
naparte instantly renewed the attack; and the 
French were already descending into the place, 
with sanguine hope of success, when a detach- 
ment from the garrison, sallying through the 
foss6 of the right and left,, took the enemy in the 
s rear. A second tower, commanding the right of 
the breach, severely annoyed them in flank. • 
Combustibles also were thrown among the asr 
$ailants; which occasioning great confusion, to- 
gethj^r with the fire from the houses, the barri- 
cadoes, and the palace of Djezzar, * temporarily 
converted into a place of arms,' caused at length 
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B o o K a retrograde movement, notwithstanding the ut- 
si^^^iL/Diost efforts of general Lasnes, who was himsetf 
J79ff- severely wounded. Never was any prize of so 
little intrinsic value so obslJinately and heroically 
contested. Divided only by a breast-w4lrk of 
rains, the muzzles of the masquets touchy, and 
the spear-heads of the standards locked. E^^^' 
zair Pacha, hearing the English were on the 
breach^ quitted his station in the garden of the 
palace, where, according to the ancient and 'sa- 
vage custom of the Turks, " he was sitting to re- 
ward those who should bring him the heads of the 
enemy J*' and, repairing hastily to the spot, pulled 
down such^as he could seize, with violence, say* 
ing, ** if any harm l)a{)pened to his English 
frieridsy all was lost *.'/ 

All rational hope of success before Acre had 
now vanished; but Bonaparte could not resolve 
. ^ ^ ^ to relinquish an olgect which Fortune, for the 
first time faithless to this most distinguished of 
her favorites, had flattered him w4th so easily ob- 
taining. He was anxious to try once more the 
chance of arms. On the 1 1th of May, this great 
commander, incited by excessive chagrin to an 
^iGt of inexcusable rashness^, caused three despe- 
rate assaults to be successively made, in which 
the French lost more than five hundred privates , 

* Vide official dispatches of sir Sydney Smith, dated May 
ikl and 9th. ^ 
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and many brave and distinguished ofHc^rs. On book 
the morning of the 12th, Bonaparte sent a flagv^^-y-,^^ 
of truce to the pacha, in order tq propose a ces- ^^SS- 
sation of arms for the interment . of the dead 
bodies; the effluvia from which contaminated 
the atanosphere. But the bearer, according to 
the French accounts, was forcibly detained^ and 
scarcely escaped with life. Sir Sydney Sn^th re- . 
lates, by way of palliation, *' that while the an- 
swer was under consideration a volley of ^ot and 
shells on a sudden announced an assault, easily 
indeed and speedily repelled ; and that he res- 
cued the life of the Arab dervise, who brought , 
the message, from the indignation of the Turks, 
by taking him On board his own ship, the Tigre; 
and that he afterwards returned, charged by 
him, with a message to the French commander/' 

Whether this ineifectual attack was merely an 
act of passionate indiscretion, or of artful design, 
on the part of the French general, it by no 
means amounted to what sir S3ndney Smith, in 
his dispatch of May 30, styles " a most flagrant 
breach of every law of honour and of war ; " £6r 
more than this could not have been aflirmed 6f 
the violation of a formal treaty, had tbe proposal 
of a cessation of arms been actually acceded to *• 

* * That lofty energy of mind which exults and expands, as 
it ivere, in the conflict with difficulty and with danger, is very 
apparent 4n die letters written l^y sir Sydney Smith during 
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BOOK Geneiiai Bonaparte now recognised the fatal* 

v^^^^ii^ necessity of raising the siege, which had been hi* 

^799' thertp continued with unabating resolution and 

the siege of Acre : and there are also discernible many traces • 
of generosity and humanity, which are no less essential to the 
(Character of the hero. In his dispatch of May 2,. he say&— 
" Noting but desperation can induce them," i.c, the French, 
** to mount a breach, practicable only by the means of sc^ipgr 
ladders, under suck a fire as rve pour in upon them ; and it is 
iropos^ble to see die lives even of our enemies thus sacrificed, 
and so much bravery misapplied, without regret/^ In his 
subsequent letter of May 9th, he speaks of the courage of 
general Lasnes in terms of admiration ;. ^d in that of May 
do, in a manner equally honorable of the exertions of general 
Kteber and his division. On the other hand, the gross and vi-^ 
rulent pem>na)ities directed by the hero of Acre, the Pal?> 
if£&iv of Ekglakd, against the new Amaims d^ Gaul, 
are wholly incompatible with the decorum and courtesy of 
knighthood. By fa^ the most serious of the charges brought 
against the French commander, has, however, been fully 
corroborated by later and more detailed evidence, viz. that 
of ^^ haviqg massacred the Turkish prisoivers taken at Jaffa* 
in cool blood, three days after the capture of that place."— p 
Vide letter dated Mat/ 30, 

The account given by Bonaparte himself of the stonping of 
Jaffa, and the consequent events, is as follows: " At fiv^ 
o^lock we were mfisters of the town, which during twenty^- 
four hours wa|^iven up to all the horrors of war, which never 
appeared tom^so hideous. Four thousand of Djezzar's troops, 
among whom were >eight hundred cannoneers, were put to' the 
swdrd: part of the inhabitants were massacred. I have sent 
Lome more than five hundred persons of Damascus .and 
Aleppo ; as well as fjrom four to five hundred Egyptians. J' 
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pertinacity. This heavy disappointment was, book 
however, unattended with the slightest degree of Jt^^^ 
military degradation. He had, with an army of ^799^ 

have pardoned the Mamelouks and Cashcfs, whom wc took a^ 
El-Arisch. I have pardoned Omai' Makram, scbcik of Cairo. 
J have been merciful with the Egyptians, as well as with the 
people of Jaffa ; but severe with the garrison which was takci| 
with arms in its hands — severe enver^ la ganuson qui s*est 
laissi prendre les armes de la main/^ — Vide Official Dispatch, 

It appears from this narrative, confirmed by all the-other 
Frejich accounts, that the * massacre' alluded to by. sir Syd- 
ney Smith, however barbarous and unjustifiable, was by no 
means, according to the vulgar report and belief, universal of 
the captured garrison, but, as sir Sydney's letter indicates, of 
the Turkish prisoners only ; the number of whom has never - 
fceen ascertained. In extenuation of this deed of blood and 
horror, it has been urged that it was intended as an act of just 
an4 necessary retaliation— the Turks never having, on any oc-* 
casion, given quarter to the French. It is also affirmed that 
yhe Turkish part of the garrison of Jaffa was in great measure 
composed of men released on their parole after the surrender 
of El-Arisch and Gaza,; and who were therefore, by the laws 
of war, liable to military execution — men whom it was equally 
unsafe for the French commander to retain or to release. No- 
riiing, however, can reconcile such a procedure to the feelings 
of aifiieted humanity. It may, nevertheless, be truly said - 
that the massacre perpetrated by the detestable Suwa- 
roff, at Warsaw, though comparatively little animadverted- 
upon, and the author of which has even been extolled as a 
Christian hero, was infinitely more atrocious than this of 
^affa, as admitting none of the same palliating circumstances. 
As to the other popular charge against Bonaparte, not indeed 
mentioned or hinted at by sir Sydney S;nith, of his having 
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BOOK thirteen or fourteen thousand' men, trsv^ersed 
i„^^.,,^^the desert which separates Africa from Asia ; and 
1799. had surmounted every obstacle with unexampled 
activity and constancy. He had maintained,- 
during three months, a war in the heart of Syr^a, 
and taken forty field-pieces and fifty standards. 
He had killed, or made prisoners^ in that time^ 
above seven thousand men; captured the for* 
tresses of Gaza, Jaffa, and Caiffa, and totally de- 
feated the vast army collected for the invasipn 
- and re-conquest of Egypt. 
Siege of The requisite preparations having been made, 
iaised. on the first Prairial (May 20), at nine in the 
evening, Bonaparte ordered the ginerale to beat, 
and the siege was raised, after the trenches had 
been open sixty days. " Soldiers," said the 

caused all the sick in the hospital at Jaifa to be poisoned ixk 
one night, it appears to be mere fiction and romance j and it 
~ is probably not believed by a single individual in France. 

Such an act as that of poisoning six or seven hundred per- 
sons in one night, must have been as little capable of conceal- 
ment as the murder of the same number of persons in open 
day ; and it is impossible that Bonaparte could have retained, 
for a moment after the perpetration of it, the attachment or 
confidence of his troops. Upon the subject of attention to the 
sick, the testimony of Desgcnettes, the celebrated physician- 
general to the French army in the cast, is in the highest degree 
favorable to Bonaparte ; whom he represents " a§ accustomed 
in person to visit and relieve thlose who were afflicted with the 
picstilential contagion."*— ///Vfo/re medicalc de VArmce dVrient^ 
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French commander, in his proclamation on this book 
•occasion, " you have a career of fatigue andv^^^p-y^ 
danger still to run : after having disabled the ^^99- 
cast from acting against us during the present - 
campaign, we have now to repel the efforts of a 
part of the west. You will there find new op- 
portunities of acquiring glory.** The army, hav- 
ing first buried in the sand, or thrown into the sea, 
their whole train ^f heavy 'artillery, commenced 
a painful retreat, which, in defiance of every 
obstacle, was executed with exemplary fortitude 
and little comparative loss ; the general himself 
marching on foot for three days over the burning 
sands of the desert. After dispersing the nu- 
merous parties of Arabs which harassed them on 
every side, the troops arrived, without any Rctum of 

Bonaparte^ 

disaster, 26th Prairial (June 15), at Grand Cairo, to Grand 
where they were hailed by their fellow citizens 
and soldiers with loud acclamations. 

Here, in this great metropolis and centre of 
his conquests, general Bonaparte enjoyed a trans- 
ient repose; undisturbed except by some un- 
important operations directed against the Arabs 
^nd Mamelouks under the command of Mourad 
Bey. But on the 26th of Messidor (July 15), he 
was informed by a letter from Alexandria that a 
Turkish fleet, consisting of a hundred sail, which 
had been long collecting in the port$ of the isle of 
|Lhodes, liad cast anchor in the bay of Aboukir 
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B o o R on the 23d. He hnmediately took his departure 
^>^^^for Rhamanie, where he arrived 1st Thermidor 
I7fl9- (July 19th) ; the army quickly joining him in dif- 
ferent divisions. He there learned that the 
Turks had landed in great force, and on the 27th 
Messidor (July 15) had captured the castle of 
Aboukir, though well fortified and in a condition 
to make a vigorous resistance ; after which, they 
made every disposition to establish themselves in 
the peninsula of Aboukir ; wtience general Bona- 
Victory psuTtc dctermixicd to dislodge them. On the 7th 
tScs at Thermidor the army nmrched to the attack, and 
^' the action soon became general. After a conflict 
clearly demonstrating how susceptible the an^, 
cient Ottoman valor was of revival under a new 
Solyman or Amurath, the Turks, unskilled in the 
military art, were put completely to the rout : 
Mustapha Pacha, the commander^ was taken s 
several thousands of his followers left dead on the 
field ; all the baggage and artillery fell into the 
hands of the French j and the remainder of the 
Turkish forces were either wholly dispersed or 
driven into the sea : so that a great army seemed 
at once anniliilated. In a short time the castle 
of Aboukir, notwithstanding the assistance it de- 
rived from the English squadron off the bay, was 
compelled to surrender at discretion. 

After acquiring these new laurels, rendered 
more wonderful to the world from the previoiis 
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reports circulated by authority of the utter ruin of b o o k 
Bonaparte aud his army *, that general returned vj^^ijj 
to Grand Cairo, where he made such regulations ^^^99^ 
as were requisite to the permanence and w:elfare 
of the rising establishments of that place; distrir» 
buted rewards to those officers and soldiers who 
had distinguished themselves; held out encou^* 
ragement to the infant manufiictures of the city, 
and the various literary and scientific institutions 
which had been lately set on foot : and having 
ordered every thing as a great general, statesman, 
and skilful administrator, he resolved, in conse- 
quence of the interesting and important intelli- 
gence recently received from Europe, to quit 
Egypt, and return without delay to France. 

For this purpose, he required of admiral Gan- 
theaume to make ready for sea two frigates, an 
advice boat, and a tartane; addressing ^ sealed 
note to each of the persons he wished to take 
.with him, accompanied by directions not to open 
the note until a certain specified time, when they 
were to repair to the sea-shore. The5th Fructidor, 
year VII, (August 23, 1799,) was the day ap- 
pointed. All who had received notes arrived at 
the rendezvous, opened their instructions, and 
found they were to embark immediately. Bona-Bonapaite 

, , departs for 

parte, gomg on board, left a packet addressed to Franc«. 

* Vide official articles from Vienna, published in the Lon- 
don Gazette, July 6 and 9, 1799- 
VOL. XI, ' 1^ 
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B <^vo K general Kleber, which was not to be opened till 
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s^i-v^ twenty-four hours after his departure. It con- 
1799. tained the nomination of that officer to the com- 
mand of the army of Egypt during his absence, and 
directions to confer the government of Upper 
Egypt upon general Desaix. He arrived, Octo- 
ber 1st, at Ajaccio in Corsica, his native country; 
. having, by that rare fortune which so constantly 
attended him, met with no part of the English 
fleet at sea, nor seen any vessel but one English 
frigate at a distance. On the 1 6th he reached 
St. Rapheau, and at two^ o'clock entered the town 
of Frejus, with his companions and suite, sur- 
rounded by an immense concourse of people, as- 
sembled from all the adjacent communes, making 
the air resound with the cries of Vive la Repub- 
lique ! Vive Bonapai'te ! 

Bonaparte From Frejus he the next day set out for Paris 

arrives at •* •' ^ 

Paris. with general Bertliier; and was received* on his 
arrival with the highest honors, both by the di- 
rectoTyand the two councils 5 — ^for his great talents 
were acknowledged by all parties, and his fanie 
had, indeed, extended itself throughout the 
world. Scarcely had he reached the metropo- 
lis, when the leaders of the different factions 
flocked about him to strengthen themselves with 
his suffrage. Iri the midst of this fluctuation and 
uncertainty, Bonaparte felt the necessity of a 
prompt afid vigorous decision. Urged by his 
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high and ambitious hopes, he resolved^ in this book 
, xxxn. 

perplexing dilemma, to sever with his sword thev^^^v^ 

Gordian knot, and to take upon himself an im- ^^^^' 
mense responsibility, by seizing with a firm and 
daring hand the slackened reins of the state. 

The 18th Brumaire (November 9) was fix§d Bonaparte 
upon a$ the period of action 5 and, agreeably towithsicyes 
the plan pre*conc'erted with a small number ofngn of sub- 
persons, of whom Sieyes was the chief, the council existmg 
of elders, such only excepted as were avowedly ^^' , 
Jacobinical, were summoned to meet early in the 
morning j when on the motion of Kegnier, who 
described to them in lively colors the danger of 
the iX)untry, and the necessity of taking speedy 
and effective measures for its deliverance, it was, 
by a vast majority, decreed to transfer the sittings 
* of the legislative body to St. Cloud; and gene-^ 
raJ Bonaparte was charged with the execution of 
the decree — the legislative guard being also 
placed under his orders. No sooner was thi^ 
appointment officially notified to him, than he 
repaired to the palace of the Tuilleries, accom- 
panied by generals Berthier and Lefevre, and, 
addressing the council, declared to them '^ tluit 
the decree their wisdom had issued, the arms of 
himself, and the generals l^s associates, would 
carry into execution. We will," said he, " have 
a republic founded on the right- bans; on civil 
liberty and national representatiop-^I 9wew it 

P2 
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BOOK in my own name, and in that of my fellow- 

vJSJIi^soldiers." 
17^99. At eleven o'clock the gates of the Tuilleries 
were shut, and guards placed at the principal 
posts in and abdut Paris. He therf reviewed the 
troops stationed in the courts and gardens of the 
palace, which resembled a camp; and published 
a proclamation addressed to the soldiery at large, 
inviting them to second him with their accu^ 
tomed energy, • firmness, and courage. ** In 
what state,'* said he, ** did I leave France ? In 
what state have I found it ? I left you peace, and 
I find war ! I left you conquests, and the enemy 
are passing your frontiers ! I left your drsenals 
well supplied ; you are without arms : robbery 
has been reduced to system j the resources of 
the state are drained ; and the soldiery is with- 
out the necessary means of defence— Where are 
the hundred thousand comrades whom ^ I left 
covered with laurels ? " 

On the news of the unexpected isitting of the 
council of the ancients, the directory called an ex- 
traiordinary meeting. Gohier, at this crisis presi- 
dent, Moulins, and Barras, were at the directorial 
palace of the Luxemburg : ISieyes and Roger Du- 
cos had previously repaired to the Tuilleries, A 
message was sent to the military commandant of 
Paris. He camej ■- iahd when called upon to ex- 
plain the cause oFthe ttunult, he answered that an 
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irrevocable decree, which had just been issued, book . 

XXXII ' 

invested Bonaparte with the command of all the v^p-v^ 
troops in Paris — that he,\va$ now only a subal- ^799^ 
tern; and that to the general in chief they 
must address themselves for any further informa- 
tion they required. Gohier and Moulins were 
at first inclined to adopt violent measures, and 
it was proposed to arrest general Bonaparte in 
his own house ; • but it wa§ immediately dis- 
covered that the guard had deserted to the Tuil- 
leries ; and even that the directorial palace was 
invested by a troop of soldiers. The three di- 
rectors, no longer supported either by public ' 
force or public opinion, perceived the supreme 
authority dropping from their hands. At noon, 
Barras sent in his resignation to Bonaparte, and 
obtained leave to retire,, under a guard, to his 
superb villa of Gros-bois. He alone had conti- 
nued from -the very commencement of the exist- 
ing constitution in the directorial office j and his 
character had been distinguished rather by dissi- 
pation and corruption than by cruelty or op- 
pression, Moulins and Gohier were confined to 
their apartments in the Luxemburg: the former 
esc9^ped, however, during the night, and the latter 
.was peiTOitted on tlie next day to retire to his 
own house. 

The council of five hundred opened their sit* 
ting, as usual;^ at noon. Tbey knew nothing of 
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BOOK the causes which had determined the conduct of 
v^^^^^^^^the elders but from vague reports. After the 
}799' prods verbal had been read, every one wished to 
qfthedi- be heard. But the president, Lucien Bonaparte, 
Hjonstitu- brother to the general, cut short all debate by 
' reciting the decree by which the council of 
elders, in virtue of the lOSd article of the con- 
stitution, transferred the legislative sittings to 
St. Cloud) and, in defiance of every attempt at 
opposition, . declared the meeting dissolved. 
Two proclamations were then published by ge^ 
neral Bonaparte : — one announcing to the na- 
tional guard the removal of the legislature to St 
Cloud, in order to guarantee it from the danger 
with which it was threatened by the disorganisa- 
tion of the administrative government; the other 
declaring to the soldiery that he had taken the com- 
mand of the army for the purpose of executing mea- 
isures devised solely for the benefit of the people. 
And in a third proclamation^ the citizens of 
Paris were exhorted to rematti quiet, and in- 
formed that the measures which would be 
adopted were intended to re-establish interior 
order, to restore liberty, and fix the republic 
on sure foundations. In consequence of these 
public avowals, and still more of the universal 
persuai^ion which prevailed, that the result of the 
measures now in agitsltion would be found highly 
beneficial^ the most profound tranquillity reigned 
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throughout that vast city ; and the committee of b o 6 k 
inspection, appointed by the council of elders, v^^,^^,^^ 
with the directors Sieyes and Ducos, remained ^'^99- 
all night at the Tuilleries to prepare matters for 
the sitting on the ensuing day, conformably to 
the decree. 

On the next morning the senate assembled 
^in the great galleiy at the palace of St. Cloudy 
and the council of five hundred occupied the 
orangery, which opened on the garden. Gaudirf, 
a member of the great council, moved, at the 
end of a speech stating the urgent necessity of 
such a measure, that a committee of seven 
should be chosen to make an immediate report 
on the situation of the state ; but no sooner had 
Jie concluded, than a violent clamor arose — some 
moving for a message to the council of elders to 
know the motives of such a translation ; others . 
for a renewal of the oath of fidelity to the consti- 
tution. After the first tumult had subsided, the 
proposition for a renewal of the oath was made 
in form, and carried by accIamaUon. 

In the mean time Bonaparte was engaged in 
haranguing the council of elders, and exhort- 
ing them to associate their wisdom with his 
finnness. He declared the constitutiou of the 
year III, to be at present nothing but a ruin- 
that it had been successively the sport of every 
party, who had each of them, in turn, trodden 
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B o o K it under foot ; and he affirmed that,' in the name 
^^^iJl^of the constitution; every species of tyranny 
1799- had not only been practised, but sanctioned 
and organised. On using in the course of his 
speech the memorable words " We will save 
THE REPUBLIC AND LIBERTY ! " a voicc exclaimcd, 
" Who will answer for it?*' On which, with a 
noble enthusiasm, or the semblance of it, suddenly 
apostrophising the surrounding military guard, 
•^ Soldiers !-' cried he, " say if I ever deceived you 
when I promised you victory ? " He concluded 
with exhorting the ancients to take the most 
speedy measures to save the country. 

Having finished his speech, general Bona- 
parte repaired to the council of five hundred; 
who, after renewing their vows of fidelity to the 
constitution, were discussing with warmth the 
questions of electing a successor to Barras, of 
making an appeal to the people, of return- 
ing to Paris in a mass, &c. when the general 
presented himself at the doox of the orangery, 
accompanied by several officers and soldiers 
without arms. He advanced a few steps into 
the room; as if wishing, to address the assembly; 
when a hundred voices in an instant exclaim- 
ed, " Down with the tyrant ! Down with the 
Dictator! Kill him I kijll him ! Divers of the 
members even left their- seats, and rushed to- 
wards the door, imprecating vengeance^ with 
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menacing gesticulations ^ and Arenai, one of the book 
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deputies, struck a blow at him with a poniard, ^^^^-..^^^ 
which one of the grenadiers parried, and re- ^^^9- 
ceived on his arm. Bonaparte, with all his he- 
roism, stood for a moment astonished and 
speechless; for, though he doubtless expected 
opposition, he was not prepared for a scene of 
such frantic violence. Jacobinism personified, 
seemed to present itself to his view ; murder in 
its eye, and the dagger in its hand. The officers 
who accompanied him at length came forward to 
rescue their chief from the danger which envi- 
j?oined him; and Bonaparte was persuaded to 
return to the soldiery drawn up in thecourt of 
the palace. 

The president, Lucieh Bonaparte, now ascend- 
ing the tribune, proclaimed aloud that the 
general had no other design than to impart to 
the council very important information respect- 
ing the present situation of affairs; and de- 
manded that he should be called into the haJl 
to state to the assembly the motives of his con- 
duct. But his voice was drowned in the tu- 
mult of reproaches and exclamations; and a 
scene of chaotic confusion ensued, till the presi- 
dent, throwing off his robe, declared himself di- 
vested of his presidency. Immediately po- 
niards and pistols were presented to his» breast, 
to compel him to resume his office; w-hen ge- 
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BOOK neral Lefevre, deputed by Bonaparte, by this 
v.^^v'^ time appirised of the dangerous situation of his 
^799' brother, entered the hall at the head of a de- 
tachment of the military, and, surrounding the 
president, Ifed him into the court of the palace. 
The troops, animated indeed by the presence of 
their general, but by no means unanimous or 
determined in their opinions, listened with pro- 
found attention to the president ; while he de- 
clared to them, in moving terms, that he, as 
well as his brother, had been menaced with as- 
sassination ; that the assembly of five hundred 
no longer existed ; that the minority had be- 
come rebels, and were holding the poniard of 
sedition and despotism over the heads of the 
unarmed majority; and that he, as president, 
invoked the aid of the military force to expel* 
those rebels from the council chamber, where 
they were then exercising acts of despotism and 
violence ; and were on the point of overthrow- 
ing the republic. The soldiers, on the termi- 
nation of this harangue, drew their swords, 
rending the air with the cries of Viv? la kefuBt 
LiauE.! 

The general, now perceiving that the critical 
moment was arrived, gave aloud the order to 
march, and was eagerly obeyed. The chamber 
of the council was still the seat of uproar and of 
anarchy, when on a sudden the pas de charge 
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was lieard, and the voices of the speakers were book. 
lost in the sound of drums and clarionets. In an v,.*»^v^ 
instant the soldiers appeared at the door, pre- ^799- 
ceded by officers ; one of whom invited the de- 
puties to withdraw, declaring that he would not 
be responsible for their safety. Very many 
yielded to the invitation. Others renewed their 
invectives and exclamations; but the pas de 
charge being sounded a second time, the grena- 
diers, with fixed bayonets, quickly cleared the 
hall; the representativeis crowding into the 
garden, and leaving the military in complete 
possession of the palace. The most violent of 
the malcontents retreated with precipitation to 
Paris. The first imperfect intelligence of these 
events had filled the metropolis with extreme 
apprehension ; but no sooner were the ciitjum- 
stances attending this new revolution made 
known, than the Parisians appeared overjoyed 
at the final subversion of the Jacobin power, 
and the prospect of establishing a new and bet- 
ter government, founded on principles of jus- ] 
tice and humanity, under the guardian care of 
which citizens obedient to the laws might find 
protection and safety. 

While the conflict between the great council 
and the general continued, the council of elders 
were far from being unanhnous in their resolu- 
tion to adopt measures eventually subversive of 
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BOOK the directorial constitution ; and it was asserted 
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N^^^i^-^^-^that adequate remedies might be found for the 
^799' disorders of the state, however great, without 
resorting to that dangerous extremity. But no 
sooner was the contest terminated than they 
agreed to the propositions — that an executive 
provisionary commission should be ^named — 
that the legislative body should be adjourned to 
the 1st Nivose (December 2 1) — and 'that an in- 
termediary commission, to preserve the rights of 
the national representation, should be formed. 

hi the evening the council of five hundred, 
and that of the ancients, again assembled; 
but the former now appeared of a very diffe- 
rent complexion from that which it had worn 
a few hours before. Lucien Bonaparte congra- 
tulated the members present on the deliverance 
they had obtained from the yoke of demagogues 
and assassins; although the vanquished party 
doubtless burned to extend a second time their 
bloody and horrible domination over the af- 
frighted land. His speech was interrupted only 
by applauses. The way being now sufficiently 
paved, Boulay de la Meurthe> in an eloquent 
harangue, demonstrated hy cogent arguments 
the necessity of a radical change in the consti-^ 
tution. Under the guidance of the directory, 
.fee affirmed, that Fr^ce might be considered as 
possessing nothing stable either in its agents or 
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its means. Under the directorial tyranny per- book 

XXXII 

sonal security was every instant violated, pro-s^iP^^.^ 
perty was uncertain, commerce and the arts ^799^ 
were in a state of stagnation j confidence was 
annihilated, and the oppression of the people 
carried to such excess that it was equally dan- 
gerous to point out the evils of the state or the . 
remedies to those evils. He developed with 
great sagacity the inherent defects of that con- 
stitution, and the causes which rendered it 
morally impossible th^t harmony or confidence 
should ever exist between the executive and le- 
gislative powers. These two authorities, iiir 
stead of marching together, were almost always 
in opposition ; presenting the spectacle of two 
furious enemies continually in action and seek- 
ing to crush each other. If a review were taken of 
the inmiediate operation of the executive power 
on thip people, or an examination to be made of 
the administrative system, nothing appeared 
either fixed or regular; The administrators 
were in a state of perpetual mutation, according 
to the wiles or caprice of the alternately domi- 
nating party, which was itself continually oc- 
cupied, not about the good of the public at 
large, but how to Consolidate its own triumph 
over the adverse &ction. " In short, upon inves- 
tigating the public service, is there," said this 
orator^ ^^ a single part which is organised, or 
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s,^^^,.^Taode ? On the contrary, every thing is in 
^799' chaos, and all our efforts to extricate ourselves 
have ended in nothing; and never can end in 
any thing except to plunge us deeper in the 
abyss of ruin. Is it astonishing, therefore, that 
neither public nor private liberty has yet ex- 
isted in France, where all command and none 
obey ; where nothing, in short, exists but the 
phantom of a government ? The basis of the 
constitution, or the general principles of it, are 
indeed gqod ; they are the principles of every ' 
rq>ublican government;— the sovereignty of 
the people, the unity of the repitblic, equality 
of tights, liberty, and the representative system* 
But the constitutional organisation arranged on 
this basis is essentially vicious. It is in the 
conviction of the demagogues as well as of 
ourselves, that the actual order of things can 
no longer continue. They would willingly take 
advantage of the movement, and govern France 
as in 17^; while, we are anxious for the esta- 
blishment of a plan of liberty allied with order 
and productive of happiness. We wish liberty 
for all, they only for themselves." 

On the conclusion of this speech, the project 

' already approved by the council of elders was 

brought forward. It stated tbsaA the directory 
existed no longer — ^that certaift deputies^ to the 
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ntuaber of sixty-one, were no longer members of b o o k 
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the national representation — ^that an executive v.^^^.^'O 
commission should be provisionally appointed, ^'^^' 
composed of Sieyes, Ducos, and Bonaparte, whomentofthc 
should bear the appellation of consuls of thegovern^ 
French republic — ^that the two council!} should 
name commissions of twenty-five members each, 
charged to prepare the changes in the organic 
dispositions of the constitution — the end of 
which changes was to consolidate, guarantee, 
and inviolably consecrate the sovereignty of the 
French people — ^that they should also be charged 
with the formation of a civil code. Finally, a 
proclamation was issued, declaring to the people 
of France the events which had taken place, and 
the causes which led to the present changes. 
Thus terminated this great revolution in the 
state, which, like the famous preceding one of 
Thermidor, was wholly effected in the short 
space of twenty-four hours; and, like that; was 
received with enthusiasm by all classes of per* 
sons, the Jacobin^ 6nly excepted. 

The three consuls entered upon their public 
functions the following day at the palape of the 
Luxemburg; and the legislative commissions 
also, without delay, commenced their sittings. 
The first objects which engaged their attention, 
were the repeal of the law of the forced loan, and 
that known under the name of the law of hos- 
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BOOK tages — the former of which had extinguished the 
vj^^lil^ remains of public credit, and the latter once 
1799. more lighted up the flames of internal war. Bor 
naparte's earliest and more especial care was to 
tranquillise La Vendee and the neighbouring de- 
partments, where Discord, armed with the torch 
of Fanaticism, still spread destruction around her. 
For this purpose general Bernadottje was sent 
thither with a powerful force. But mild and per- 
suasive measures were the principal arms used in 
this warfere. Peace was oflFered to the chief of the 
leaders, and the terms were accepted. In a dbort 
time there remained only a few hordes of bri- 
gands who could find in civil and internal dissen- 
sions alone the means of retaining an usurped 
authority, and of giving vent to their brutal bar- 
barity. 

In the interior, Bonaparte made every effort 
to pacify and unite the different factions; esta- 
blishing freedom of general worship ; infusing 
confidence into every breast harassed by the 
storms of the revolution, and pantiiig for the 
blessings of repose. Regularity succeeded to 
trouble and disorder ; the several branches of the 
military establishment' Wete re-orga.n]sed ; the 
civil administration experienced great and essen- 
tial ameliorations; and the tribunals of justice 
•regained their activity. The list of emigrants- 
till this period kept open in order to be occa- 
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«ionalIy exercised as a rod of terror aad of ven* book 
geance — ^was finally closed; and the sun of pros-y^^°°^"* 
perity began once more to shed its benign rays 
on a desolated and distracted country. 

During the interval between the abolition of 
one constitution and the establishment of an* 
other, a sort of dictatorial authority was vested 
in the consular commission, who, by an article 
of the decree enacted at St. Cloud, were spe* 
cially charged with the maintenance of the 
public tranquillity. Under the sanction of this 
vague injunction, an arrAte of the consuls, issu- 
ing eight days only after the revolution, con- 
demned fifty-nine of the most fiirious and inve- 
terate jacobins to banishment; thirty-seven of 
them to Guiana, and the remainder to the Isle of 
Oleron. Various arrests of other leaders of the 
jacobin party at the same time took place. But 
although that fiiction had so lately practised and 
so publicly defended the propriety and necessity* 
of similar measures, a violent cry of indignation 
was raised by them on this occasion against 
the new government; and very many real 
friends of liberty, who had suffered deeply under 
the Jacobinical tyranny, expressed their regret 
that the principles of fireedom should be violated 
even in the persons of those atrocious wretches, 
covered with crimes and stained with the blood 
of their fellow-citizens. It is, however, possible 

VOL. XI, Q 
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^^^v^^into these ter7Y)m/jr; for the decree of banish- 
^799' mjent was, soon afterwards, provisionally changed 
into an arrfete, placing the individuals in que- 
stion under the inspection of the minister of 
police ;; and even this was in a short time re* 
pealed. 

The mildness of the consular government alsa 
signally displayed itself in the termination put 
to the legal proscription of the catholic priest- 
hood. Such administrations as had been active 
in the persecution of priests were broken; and 
the churches which had been converted into 
places of municipal festivals, restored to their 
primitive usies. Also the honorable interment 
of the late pope, whose body lay unburied at . 
Valence, was ordered by the consuls, and a mo- 
nument ejected on the spot where his remains 
were deposited. The recal of siich citizens as 
had been banished in pursuance of the revolu- 
tion of the 19th Fructidor next engaged the at- 
tention of the government; and a consular de- 
cree was passed, restoring the greater number 
of those individuals ; among whom were Bar-* 
thelemi, Carnot, Pastoret, Portalis, &c. Lucien 
^ Bonaparte was constituted ministefr of the in- 
terior; and M. Talleyrand reinstated in his 
post as minister for foreign affairs, in which ca- 
pacity he had displayed great talents, and, in con- 



oeorge iiTi tii'f 

Cert with Sieyes, he was supposed to hare inedi- book 
tated in his retreat tiiat revolution in the state v.^^.^^ 
of which Bonaparte arrived in France so op- ^799^ 
portunely to undertake the execution. 

During this series of tf ansactions^ the legisla^ 
tive commission was diligently employed in' 
framing the plan of a new constitution^ adapted 
truly and practically to the state and condition 
of France ; and the excellence of which should 
be proved by the. good effects which it \*as cal- 
culated to produce, and not by its conformity 
to any pre-conceived delusive and visionary 
theory. Such was now the ptevailing , and po- 
pular language. At length, after a decent in* 
t#rval of delay and discussion, the fabric of a 
new government, very singular in its construc- 
tion, but answering perfectly, as it was affirmed^ 
to this description, was completed and approved 
22d of Frimaire (Dec. 13), by the consuls and 
members of the legislative committees, and or- 
dered to be offered forthwith t6 the acceptance 
of the French people ; and being accordingly . 
submitted to the suffrages of the citizens of the * 
French republic at large, it received the express 
and avowed assent of a prodigious msyority^ 
and the implied and constructive sanction of 
the whole community*. Thus brilliantly copi- 

* The votes in favor of the new constitution were 3,012 fi59 ; 
againsf it, 1562. 
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BOOK mencing its career, the new constittttion was 
v;«,^v^P^^^^^^^^ ^^^ great solemnity and universal 
17S9- acclamation at Paris, 4th of Nivose, year VIII. 
(Dec. 24, 1 799). Previous to the memorable 18th 
Brumaire, Bonaparte had repeatedly said to his 
confidential friends, " The revolution which is in 
agitation will be different from all former ones. 
It will occasion no new proscriptions, but will 
cause many of those existing ^to cease:" and 
.such was unquestionably the idea very gene- 
rally entertained of it. 

The constitutional code is divided into seven 
chapters c the chief articles contained in them 
are as follow : 

Consular CHAPTER I. The FrENCH REPUBLIC is ONE AND 

S>n^deline- INDIVISIBLE ; but is distributed into departments 
^^^' and communes. Every mail born and resident 
in France, of the age of twenty-one years, who 
has had his name inscribed in the civil register 
of his communal district, and afterwards re- 
mained a^year on the French territory, is a 
French citizen. The citizens of every commu-* 
nal district shall appoint, by their suffrages, 
those .\%dm they think most worthy of con- 
ducting public affairs. There shall be a list of 
confidence, containing a number of names,, equal 
to a tenth of the number of citizens possessing 
the righr of suffrage. From this communal list 
the public functionaries of districts shall be 
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taken. The citizens comprised in the commu- book 

XXXII* 

nal lists of a department shall appoint a tenth v^.^^^^,^^ 
of their numbep^ and from this departmental '^'^9^- 
list the public iunctionaries of each department 
shall be taken. The citizens included in the 
departmental list shall also appoint a tenth of 
their number, who shall be eligible to public 
national functions. Every third year vacancies 
to be filled ; and the names of those who may 
have forfeited the confidence of their consti- 
tuents to be withdrawn. But an absolute ma- 
jority of the electors is necessary to authorise 
an erasure; and no one shall be erased from 
the list of those eligible to national functions, 
merely because his name may have been struck 
out of any inferior list. 

Chapter II. An assembly shall be formed 
under: the appellation of the conservatory se- 
nate; consisting of sixty members, chosen for 
life, with fixed salaries amounting to 25,000 
francs, to be gradually increased to eighty, by 
an addition of two members for ten successive 
years. Four persons named in the constitu- 
tional act, viz. Sieyes, Ducos, Cambaceres, Le 
Brun, shall appoint the first thirty-one mem- 
bers, being the m^ority of the senate, which 
dudl afterwards complete itself. Subsequent 
vacancies shall be filled up by the senate, who 
Bbsil make their choice out of three candidates 
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BO o K separately presented to them, by the legidative 
s^^^^v^body, the tribunate, and the chief' consul. 
1799!^ From the national list, transmitted by the dif- 
ferent departments, shall be elected by the con- 
servative senate, who shall themselves be ineli* 
gible to any other function, the legislators, the 
tribunes, the consuls, and the judges of cassa^ 
tion. The senate shall also possess the power 
to confirm or annul every act referred to them 
as unconstitutional by the tribunate or the go- 
vernment. The sittings of the senate are not 
public. 

Chapter III. treats of the legislative power. 
No new law shall be promulg€^ted unless the 
plan shall have been first proposed by the exe* 
cutive government to the legislative body ; com-» 
municated by the legislature to the tribunate ; 
considered and discussed by the members of 
that assembly ; and finally decreed by the legis- 
lative body. The executive governmcAt is at 
liberty, in any stage of the discussion, to with- 
draw the plan or project of any Jaw- proposed, 
and to present it again in a modified, state. 
The tribunate is composed of a hundred miem- 
bers 5 pne- fifth renewable every year 5 and in- 
d^nitely^ re-eligible while they remain upon 
the national list. This assembly, after discuss- 
ing the plan of every law proposed, shall vote 
for its adoption or rejection; and shall send 
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three members^ chosen from their body, by b o o k 
whom the motives of their decision shall bev.^r-vO 
stated and supported before the legislative ^^^'' 
body. They are, moreover, authorised to ex- 
press their opinion as to all lavirs made or to be 
made; upon abuses to be corrected, and me- 
liorations to be attempted in every part of the 
public administration. The legislative body 
shall be composed of three hundred members, 
to be also renewed annually by fifths. It shall 
commence its session every year, 1st Frimaire 
(Nov. 21), and shall continue sitting at least ^ 
Tour months ; and it determines by secret scru- 
tiny, without discussion, upon the plan of the 
lawiS argued upon in its presence. The sitting of 
the legislature and tribunate to be public ; and 
the members of both to possess fixed salaries— 
the tribunes 15,000, and the legislators 10,000, 
francs. 

Chapter IW The executive government is 
entrusted to three consuls, appointed for ten 
years, but indefinitely re-eligibie. The first or 
chief consul alone has the power of promulgat- 
ing laws. He is to name or displace at pleasure 
the members of the council of state, the mi- 
nisters, the ambassadors, the ofiicers of the > 
army by sfea and land, the members of local 
administration, and the commissioners of the 
government at the tribunals. He is to appoint 
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BOOK all judges, criminal and civil, as well as justices 

XXXII 

^.^^^^.^of the peace, and the judges of cassation, with- 
• ^799' out the power of afterwards superceding them. 
Even in the inferior acts of government, the se- 
cond and third consuls have deliberative voices 
only, and the liberty of countersigning their 
^opinions; after which the determination of the 
first consul shall follow. The salary of the first 
consul is fixed at 500,000 francs, and that of 
the second and third at 75,000 francs each. 

The executive government is to direct the re- 
ceipts and expenses of the state, conformable 
to the annual law, which detennines the amount 
of each, and superintends the coinage of money. 
The government may issue orders to arrest per- 
sons suspected of conspiring against the state ; 
but if within ten days they are not set at li- 
berty or brought to trial, it shall be considered, 
on the part of the minister -signing the order, as 
an act of arbitrary detention. The government 
is to manage political relations abroad; to con- 
duct negotiations; to declare war; to sign and 
conclude all treaties of peace, alliance,- truce, 
neutrality, commerce, and other conventions. 
Such declarations and treaties to be proposed, 
discussed, and decreed in the same manner as 
laws ; and no act of government can have effect 
till it is signed by a minister. Under the dir 
rection of the consuls, the couneil of state is 
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charged with drawing up the plans of laws and book 
regulations of the public administration; andv^^n^-v^i^ 
the government can only elect or retain in this ^'^99* 
council such citizens whose names are inscribed 
on the national list. From this councd, $hree 
counsellors; to be named sit the pleasure of th« 
government, are to support, in the presence of 
the legislative body, the plan of such law as 
may be proposed for their adoption. The mi- 
nister charged with the administration of the 
public treasury is not at liberty to make provi- 
sion for any branch of the public expenditure, 
except by virtue of a law, and only to the ex- 
tent of the funds provided by law for that pur- 
pose ; and the detailed accounts of every mini- 
ster, signed and certified by him, are to be made 
public. The local administrations established, 
whether for each communal district, or for more 
extended portions of territory, are subject to 
the ministers. 

Chapter V. relates to the judicial power of 
the republic. Every communal arrondissement 
shall have one or more justices of the peace, 
elected immediately by the citizens, for the 
term of three years, whose office it shall be to 
endeavour to reconcile the parties applying to 
them, by arbitrating between them. In civil 
matters, tribunals shall be established of first 
instance, ajtid tribunsds of appeal; the judjges 
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90 o K issue from such functionary only as the law ha^ 

XXXII • . 

v.^^.^^^ invested with the power. Sdly, It mUst be noti- 
^799* fied to the person arrested^ and a copy of it left 
with him. No keeper of a prison can receive 
or detain any person without having first tran- 
scribed on his register the act ordering his ar- 
rest, &c. &c. All persons who shall sign or exe- 
cute the arrest of any person whatever — all 
those who, even in the case of arrest authorised 
by law, shall receive or detain the person so ar- 
rested in a place of confinement not publicly 
or legally designated as such— and all keepers of 
prisons who shall act contrary to the disposi- 
tions here detailed, shall be guilty of the crime 
of arbitrary detention. All severities used in 
arrest, detentions, or executions, other than 
those commanded by the laws, are crimes. 

Every man has a right of addressing petitions 
to every constituted authority;— the public 
force is necessarily in a state of obedience; no 
armed body can deliberate; — ^military crimes 
are subjected to specisd tribunals;^ and particular 
forms of judgement ; — ^a national institute is 
/charged with receiving discoveries, and perfect- 
.ing the arts and sciences ;— a committee of §even, 
jchosen by itie senate firom the national list, re- 
gulates |tnd verifies the accounts of the receipts 
^i\d expenses of the public. 

The rigivfi^ of the French colonies is deter- 
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mined by special laws. In case of the revolt of b o o k 

-s. XXXII. 

an anned body, or of troubles which menace^^^v^O 
the safety (rf* the state, the law may suspend in ^^*** 
the places, and for the time it determines, the 
empire of the constitution. This suspension 
may even be provisionally declared in the same 
cases by an arrete of government, the legislative 
body vol being sittings provided this body be 
convened at a very short time by an article of 
the same arrMe. 

This new and extraordinary constitutional 
code for the government of France, exhibited, 
undoubtedly, upon the face of it, indications 
of political ability and wisdom, far exceeding 
any discoverable in the directorial system 
which it superceded. It developed a plan at 
once vigorous and practicable ; and which, low 
as it reduced the political liberty, or more pro- 
perly the political power, of the community, di- 
splayed a real and even anxious solicitude for 
the restoration and protection of civil liberty, 
or in other words for the security of the person 
and property of each individual. The anoma- 
lies of the new constitution, which, by the sepa- 
ration of the executive, legislative, and judicial 
powers, is unquestionably entitled to be ranked 
among the few free forms of government sub- 
sisting in the world, are chiefly these : 1st The 
abridgement of the right of free representation, 
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BOOK by the creation of a conservative senate em-' 
v,.,,--^^^ powered to choose the members of the kgisla-: 
1799. tive body from a list returned by the people j 
— 2dly, The restriction of the legislative power, 
by vesting in the executive magistrate the ini- 
tiative privilege, of propounding laws ; im- 
periously confining the legislature to decide 
upon them by a simple negative or affirmative. 
But what would have been the consequence of 
establishing a system of popular liberty in the 
present state of France, where all the opei^ations 
of government were invariably ai^d systemati- 
cally opposed by the two furious factions of ja- 
cobins and royalists, actuated indeed by an ex- 
cessive and inveterate detestation of each other, 
but at all times ready to combine for the pur- 
poses of subversion and destruction ? Certainly 
any constitution founded upon such principles 
must have been of transitory duration, and the 
framers of it would have been guilty of a spe- 
cies of political suicide *. 

* " Cette constitution," says a very sagacious and intelli- 
gent writer, M. Saladin, in allusion to the government newly 
established in France, " doit ^tre envisagee coname une con- * 
stitution de circonstance^ qui peut-6tre conriendra mieux dan3 
sa pratique 2t la France qu'une autre beaucoup meilleure en 
th^orie, mais qui, adaptec a sa position prcsente, peut aussi se 
changer d^sque cette position aura change." 

Coup ^(Eit politique sur le Continent y A.D. 1800. 

The celebrated Helen Maria Williams,^ who, since the.com*' 
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A work published by M. Cabanis^ member of b o o k 
the commission for preparing the constitution, v..^-v^ 
and subsequently elected a member of the con- ^'^^** 
servative senate, entitled, by him, " Considera- 
tions on social Organisations in general, and 
particularly on the new Constitution," having 

mencement of the revolution, had chiefly resided in France, 
thus expresses herself on the subject of the consular system : 
** The constitultdn, which has been so much the subject of 
lamentation and obloquy without, has received a very general 
welcome within, and is become the regulator of the state. / 
Those generous well-wishers to French liberty, who so elo- 
quently d<*plore tlie usurpation and servitude which darken 
t'rance, will, no doubt, ascribe to less worthy motives than 
cordial assent this universal acquiescence. But their hiis- 
take arises either from ignorance of the real situation of 
France, or reluctance to renounce their hastily-formed pre- 
judices. The revision of the first constitution, which was not 
submitted to the people, produced the 10th of August. The 
late constitution was introduced with the cannon of Vinde- 
miaire ; and it was always doubtful, whether the majority, 
even of the small number who voted, were in its favor. In 
the present case, an immense majority have sealed this great 
public act with their approbation ; and I never heard of any 
who conjectured that they had thereby either sanctioned! 
usurpation, or consented to servitude. Frenchmen, I suppose, 
reason like other men ; and, having also had the melancholy 
advantage of much sad experience for their guide, they have 
descended a little from the regions of infinite perfectibility, to 
which they had hitherto soared; and, finding that it is as yet 
top toon {o attain the best possible, have contented themselves 
with the best practicable.''— SA«^cAc« of Manners in the 
FitsKca RfiFtTBLic, Vol. il. p. 6s. 
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BOOK received the approbatory sanction of the com- 
v.^r,y«OJ*^ssion, was regarded as an authorised apology ; 
1799' and a most able one it indubitably was for the 
work which they had framed. A few short ex- 
tracts fipom this publication piay serve as a les- 
son oi discretion to those who, finding their own 
visionary speculations unattended with the 
slightest difficulty^ fancy that the great affairs 
erf the world are to be managed with exactly 
the same degree of facility. 

In pointing out the benefit of the new organi- 
sation then about to be submitted to the sanc- 
tion of the people, M. Cabanis says, " The 
principal object and great advantage of this or- 
ganisation is, that the people, without exercising 
any public functions themselves, have the power 
of designating such men to fill the offices of go- 
vernment as enjoy their confidence. The peo- 
ple do not make laws ; they do not administrate ; 
they do not judge ; as in the anarchical demo- 
cracies of the Roman and Grecian republics. 
But their legislators, their governors, and their 
judges, are always taken from the objects of 
their choice. Such is true democracy, with all 
its advantages. For, in reality, the most per- 
fect equality reigns here among every class of 
citizens, ^ny man may be inscribed on the 
confidential lists, and remain so, passing through 
each successive reduction. It is su^ieat for this 
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purpose that he obtain the auffirages f>f hi^ ^\\0Vh noon 
^itij^en^. AVhat .obligation has be to fulfil i^^^JryO 
order to acquire that pre-eminence ? T^ Wfltch ^^'^* 
over hi£ conduct^.to be carejpl of hi^ regutaiipn, 
to cultivate the good opinion of hi^ feUo\KrH:;itit 
gensj to accustom himself to respect 19 thexxi 
the dignity of man — the first spurce of tho^^ 
mutual attentions, which, introducing ^ system 
of tru^ social fraternity, will sqften the mild 
principles of equality into sentiments 6f habi- 
tual affection, 

*^ Such is democracy purified from all its in- 
conveniences. In this system there is no po- 
pulace to rouse into sedition, or Ibrm iutii^ . 
clubs. The ignorant class np longer ^:^epei^ 
an improper influence over th^ legisl^.tuFe Qf 
the government. The reign of deoiagague^ is 
at an end. Every act is donp for the p^opl^ 
and in the name of the people. Non^ is dqia^ 
by them, or under their imprudent ^ud dictato- 
rial direction. And while their qQlP9§«4 force 
animates every part of the public organi.9fktLQn^ 
>vhile their sovereignty, the true sourpf^ and 
the only source of all legal power, imprei$se£i oa 
. the acts of government a goleiun ftud sficred 
character ; they live traytiquil under 1^ proteg- 
ticM^ of the laws; theiF fy^tm imfold them- 
selves ; their indurtry ip in full ^s^cisis, wd i^- 
fmds itsdf without intprrof^iop: tfe^y f^gpy? 

VOL. XI. R 
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ft o 6 It in a word, the sweet fruits of rational liberty, 
xxxii 
i^^v^S^^f untied by a government strong enough to 

1799' be always their protector/* 

In speaking of the powers and privileges con* 
ferred upon the conservative senate, lyl. Ca* 
banis styles it " a body specially commissioned 
• to guaranty the social compact from all at- 
tacks, to maintain order and peace iii the state, 
r to watch over national liberty as a sacred trust — 
Composed of persons well acquainted witkthe ob- 
ject in general of all legislation, well instructed 
in the situation of political affairs, and the state 
t)f public opinion; who may, in casting a look 
over the whole of the territorial divisions of the 
republic, appoint to the legislative trust, from 
the national list, men of ability and virtue, and 
who have an equal interest in maintaining the 
maxims of liberty and peace in the state. It 
can scarcely be conceived that a legislative 
body thus formed can fail of being composed of 
whatever is most excellent and estimable, in the 
nation. . 

" The tribunate, also, necessarily composed 
. of men of energy and eloquence, will have the 
right of making continual appeals ta the {>ublic; 
of examining in every mode the acts of govern- 
ment ; of denouncing such as it 'shall judge to 
be infringements on the constitution; of ac- 
cusing and prosecuting every agent of the exd- 
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ctttive power; of speaking and printing with »ook 

XXXII 

the most entire independence, its members nots^^-v^O 
being subject to any responsibility, either for ^799. 
their speeches or writings. The existence of 
this popular magistracy, joined to the liberty of 
the press, which under a strong governmeiit 
ought always, to be complete, forms one of the 
principal guarantees of the public liberty. 

"In Bk republic like France the executive r 
power ought to be, strong. So wide an extent 
of taritory ; so vast a mass of population ; sudi 
a violent concussion of contending interests and 
passions; a state of civilisation so advanbed» 
and, at the same time, so corrupted^ in shorty 
an assemblage of circumstances capable of con«- 
centrating and putting in motion whatever is 
most enlightened, most virtuously energetic^ 
aiid also whatever is most turbulent and most 
hostile to civil order, renders it indispensable 
that the executive department of the state be 
confided to a power which shall be irresistible^ 
and which shall have sufficient confidence in 
its legal authority never to be tempted to over- 
step its true limits. Without this essential 
guarantee of liberty, nt)thing would be more 
easy, in the present st€fcte of affairs and of opi- 
nions, than to cariy us back into the revolu- 
tionary whirlpool. There is little doubt, also^ 
but foreign intriguers and domestic dema- 

r2 
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B ei K gogues will form a confederacy^ in order to hm« 
K^^y^^det us fi*om reaching the true point^-nandijt 
17MK file creation of u vigorous goyemment, the force 
e£ which should be put in motion only for the 
support of liberty. A fundamentai quality in 
the executive power is unity of thought and ac- 
tion. It is the only real advantage of monar« 
chy ; which, under whatever form it may exist, 
has constantly the corrupting inconvenience of 
referring to the person that respect which is due 
^nly to the office ; and of putting into action a 
will guided by caprice, instead of the immuta* 
ble dictate of the law *. Of whatever number 
of functionaries the executive power of the state 
be €<Mnposed, it is clear that one alone ought 
ultimately to have the power of terminating 
discussions, and of fixing uncertainties. Unity 
of thought and action must constantly re- 
gulate the central force, whence every move- 
ment proceeds. In all cases the movement by 
which the laws are executed ought to be irfesis- 
tible, and equally felt in every pointy from the 

* In reply to this observation of M.Cabanis, it ought, in jus^ 
tic6 to our own excellent form of government, to beremaxkedi 
that the advantage which r^mblics may boast over .hereditary 
monarchies, as to the probable superiority of an dected over 
an hereditary chief, is, if any judgement may be formed from 
an appeal to experience, far over-balanced by the evils and 
mtsdoeB hitherto.annexed to kingly itnd eonantor «Iecti(Hi«. 
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first link of the chain to the most distant rami'- book 
fioations. As the execution of the laws ought s^^^^ 
to meet with no resistance, so at the same time ^^9^* 
the limits of the executive power should be 
itnariLed out with exactness* The first arbitrary 
«ct is not only the first step towards tyranny^ 
but also tp those insurrectional movements 
which, in a country and at a time of revolu* 
tions, are not long in taking place/* 

In conformity to the provisions of the new General 
constitution, now actually accepted and pro-d^uJST* 
claimed in due form, Bonaparte was declared giu?^''*^' 
first consul of the French republic, and Camba- 
ceres and Lebrun second and third consuls ; the 
last of these was chosen for five years only, in 
order to establish in future a regular alternation 
of elections in respect to those great but subor> 
dinate magistrates. Sieyes and Pucos, the two 
ex-directors and provisionary consuls, who were 
invested with the higb and transcendait power 
of nominadng in the first instajice the migority 
frf'the conservative senate, became .members of 
that assembly ; and the former, justly supposed 
to have had the chief i^are in framing the new 
constitution, was rewarded by the legiefotive com- 
mission with the grant of an estate, part 4f the 
national dtmiain, situated at Crosne, in the Viciiit- 
ty of the metropolis, of the annual value of a^Mt 
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BOOK 1^000 francs. • The choice of members to sit in 
v^^^!^ the tribunal and legislative assemblies, as well 
1799» as in the council of state, .was highly approved 
and applauded by the public; and, thougll 
the majority were doubtless of the number of 
those who were either directly or. indirectly pam 
, ti^s in the overthrow of the late govemment$ 
many were admitted whos6 characters were 
good, and whose principles moderate, howr 
lever originally and openly adverse to the revo- 
lution by which that great event was acco^afu- 
plished. , 
Renewal of Soou af^cr the instalment of the new goverur 
tiauo^ with ment, arrived in France Messrs. Elsworth, 
erica, n^j^^y^ ^^^ MuiTay, late resident at ttie 
Hague, as ambassadors from the United States 
of America, to terminate by a treaty all the 
Subsisting differences between the two refiiub- 
lies. At the close of the last year, Mr.Aiiams^ 
president of the United States, had,l oin the 
opening of the congress, explained the cacnses ol 
th^ ill success ivhich had attended the former 
negotiation. He spake in language by. no 
means the most conciliatory of the acts of thfe 
French government, which he declared, *' mr 
stead of putting a stop to the depredations ^of 
the French privateers, had sanctioned Ihose 
depredations; and while such principles and 
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practices prevailed, it was impossible to support b o o ic 
tKeir honor and their rights ^except by a firm v«#»-y-w 
resistance." He alleged " the impossibility of ^^^* 
sending again another embassy, without de* 
grading the nation, until France had given a sar 
tisfactory assurance that the sacred right of am- 
bassadors should be respected ; and as no sudi 
assurance had taken place, he inferred the ne- 
cessity of making vigorous preparations for 
war," 

The martial disposition of the president was ^ 
very ill seconded by the general temper of the 
people ; the most intelligent of whom saw the 
abjsurdity of involving the country in hostilities 
on account of rights so doubti^ in their nature, 
and of interests comparatively so trivial in their 
extenty The president had the prudence to 
yield to this repugnance, and early in the pre- 
sent year he informed the senate that he had 
named new ambassadors-plenipotentiary to treat 
with France, who were not, however, to embark 
for Europe till assurances were given that they 
should be received in the characters, and enjoy 
the privileges, of public ministers; and till a 
minister or ministers should be appointed with 
equal powers to treat with them. The directory, 
who, notwithstanding what they styled "the 
irritating and hostile measures of the president," 
had made repeated advances towards a recon- 



j^ HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

» o d t ^llifttidii *', fed.vin<s complied with these C6ndi- 

JCXXII. 

' » (tdhs^ the Ainerican ambassadors landed imme^ 



tOB< 



^^95^- ffialfely ^er the events of the 18th Bnimaire, 
^ftMi Tft^ \\^th a Viery courteous reception from 
iSite iietr gdvfetumehl. 
Desth of In ihe tticteedi Ag month of December ( 1 799) 
wwhing- AsAifeftea {silfitai^ed an irreparable loss in the 
il^itth of the venerable Washington, to whose 
Ihfembry, as to that of the friend, the father, and 
the defender of his country, the greatest public 
lionors t«^re justly paid. This celebrated per- 
^^^(Miage cannot, perhaps, be classed among the 
*a^n of sU]perior genius, or of very splendid ta- 
lents. Yet it must be allowed that he com- 
%Bted lA hi.^ own character an assemblage 
of qualities, moral and intellectual, which are 
*ardy found in the same person; and these he 
-possessed withotit the alloy of any considerable 
imperfection or defect. To an inflexible inte- 
grity, a pure aad philosophical disinterested- 
heS(3, he added the most perfect self-government, 
ihe m6st invinciWe constancy, and determined 
perseyferance. TThe characteristic of his under- 
standing was rectitude, no less than of hfe 
heart. He had a clear and extensive discern- 
ment of men and things; but, far from being 
pertinaciously attached to his own opinions, he 

• Vide M.Talleyrand's letter to Pichon, laid before the 
senate Of tlie United States, February 1799. ^ 
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paid rat;h«r too much than too little deference b o o k 
to those of others. As a commander, he was^^^i^ 
actuated by a high sense x>f honor, and mani* ^799. 
lested, on many occasions, great personal cou- 
rage. His talents seemed rather adapted to de- 
fensive than offensive war ; and he was distin- 
guished in the field by vigilance, fortitude, se- 
crecy, nlore than by great reach o£ penetration 
or ardor rf enterprise. • In this respect, as well 
as in all others, he was peculiarly fortunate-^ 
that his situation corresponded perfectly both 
with his intellectual and moral endowments, 
and exhibited them in the most conspicuous 
point of view. In the. character of that man, 
collectively considered, there must have been 
something transcendently great and noble, to 
whom, under the pressure of the most alarming 
difficulties and dangers, all America looked up, 
as to the guardian and protector of his country. 
On his wisdom and on his valor, they relied with 
confidence for safety. Never, in any age or na- 
tion, was a trust so great, so entire, so univ^sal, 
pitaced in d*iy individual ; and never did any in- 
dividual more cotupletely satii^y the lofty and 
sanguii^ e!xpectatians which had been previ- 
ous^ formed of him. 

An afikir, trivikl in its nature, but disagree- 
able in its consequences, 4>ccurred at this period, 
which must not be )>assed over ki total mleiifC^. 
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BOOK Two very conspicuous characters in the late 
^^^^ij Irish rebellion, Tandy and Black^rell, who held 
^T99^ regular commissions in the French service, hav- 
ing been shipwrecked on the coast of Norway, 
were, in their way to France, detained at Hamr 
burg, by order of the magistracy, at the instance 
of the English resident. The arrest and con- 
sequent imprisonment of these individuals oc- 
casioned frequent reclamations from the French 
Embar. goverumcnt to the senate of Hamburg, which 
?^JL was thus placed in a very unpleasant dilesmma^ 
Hamburg, between the haughty and peremptory demands 
of the English court, seconded with violence by 
that of Petersburg, on the one hand, and the uf- 
geot remonstrances of the French directory on 
the other. " At length the senate resolved to de- 
liver them up to the English resident — ^possibly 
on some secret assurance of personal safety 
to the prisoners, who were not prosecuted 
to extremity for the crime. of which they had 
been guilty. Exasperated at this step, the 
French government passed a decree, deciding 
it to be. a violation of the Iftw of nations ^ or- 
dering the agents of Frawce imuiediately to quit 
the city of Hambur^^ aj^ laying an enibargo 
on the vessels of the Ham]l>ur;gers in the ports 
. of the republic. The senate, trembling with ap- 
prehension, addressed an apologetic letter tp 
the^ chief consulj stating. th^ circumstances 
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which compelled them to this &tal necessity, book 
This probably had its effect ^ but the govern- vj^^^i^J 
ment of . France could not avowedly admit ^799^ 
any excuse from that of Hamburg, for so gross 
a departure from its neMArality. '* We have 
received, gentlanen/' said the first consul, . ' 
^' your letter. . It does not justify you. Cou- 
rage imd virtue are the preservers of states ; 
cowardice and vice, thpif . min. You have vio- 
lated hospitality. This^never happened amon|; 
the most barbarous hordes, of the. desart; Youc 
fellow-citizens will for ever reproach you." No 
marks of serious resentment^, however, followed, 
and the auger of the French government was 
insensibly appeased. 

The imperial court of St. Petersburg had j Haaghtr 
since the accession of the emperor Paul, dis- the enqpe- 
played its passionate detestation of the French 
republic in every possible mode. Thinking that 
the government of Denmark had given tpo much 
encouragement to the diffusion of French prin- 
ciples, he issued an ukase for all- Danish vessels 
to quit immediately the Russian ports : but the 
further indications of bis anger were prevented 
by the appearance of a royal ordonnance at Co- / 
penhagen, denouncing jacobinism, and proscrib- 
ing, with the utmost severity of language, its ' 
doctrines and adherents. Sweden was still more 
coi]ipU9.nt3 and,^on the requisition of the em- 
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BOOK Cited the jealousy of certain powers, he should 
^^^^-v*^ aiwE}^ endeavour to maintain ; — ^thattheobject of 
^799- the coalition, newly formed, was leas the chime- 
. rical and apparent desire of re-establishing order 
than of introducing coi^sion, by domineering 
over such nations as did not enter into its ambi- 
tious views; — that Russia had been most foi^ 
ward in the ^ercise of this domination, its em- 
peror having usurped titles that no way be- 
longed to him; — that the king' of Spam would 
not stoop to notice Uie incoherent and insolent 
language of the Russian manifesto, but that he 
would continue to repel every aggression which 
presumption and a system of false combinations 
might direct against him." 

The hatred of Paul against the French re- 
public displayed itself, however, in other and 
less obnoxious acts. To the nominal sovereign 
of France, Louis XVIII, he gave a splendid 
asylum at Mittau, the capital of Gourland ; he 
received a number of French emigrant nobles 
into his service ; and he extended his munifi- 
cence to the dispersed and ejected knights of 
;Malt£L The menibers of this institution assem- 
bled at Petersburg, October 1798, todc^upon 
them to elect the emperor grand-master of the 
order 5 and he not only accepted the office, but 
immediately began to exercise the functions erf 
it with grojat pomp and ostentation. Count 
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Lotta and prince Caprioli, the papal and Nea- book. 
politan envoys, were, among others, honored s^r-y-^ 
with the grtod croiss 5 and, to the ancient laws ^'^^• 
of the order, his czarish majesty added many 
new regulations, suggested by his own fantastic 
caprice. Early in the present year, the empe- Tiwcii- 
ror notified in form tp the respective courts of a^^s**** 
Europe that he had accepted the title of grand- grand-^"^ 
master of the^ sovereign order of Sit. John of Je-^^^j^J^ 
nisalem ; and directions were given to the mi- •^^^**^'*!°' 
nisters of government not to receive any letters 
addressed to his imperial majesty in which this 
title should be omitted. 

It had long been known to all Europe, that 
Isabella, queen of Portugal, had, for many 
years, b^en wholly incs^able of exercising any > 
of the duties or functions of government ; and, 
in the month of July, in the present year, ^the Pnnce ^ 
prince of Brasil published a decree, declaring Jares him- 
himself prince-jegent, and ordering all acts and of p^^^ 
ordonnances of state to be made out in his own ^^** 
name; ** on account," as the edict tenderly 
expresses it, "of the melancholy, verified, and 
notorious infirmity, with which, for seven years, 
the queen his mother had been afflicted,* and 
which, in common language, would be consi- 
dered an insanity.". 

In order to complete the history of this ever- 
memorable year, it now remains only to exhi- 
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BOOK bit a succinct view of those transactions wi^fa, 
v.^p-y^iii the cour^ of it, had taken place in Indi9i> 
^Z.99* and which will be found to Yis^ve a close con- 
nexion with the celebrated expedition Jnt<> 

Egypt- 

Tnmnc- Ever since the peace of Seringapatam, A.D, 
India. 1792, dictated by lord Cornwajlis, aft^r a glori- 
ous and decisive war, Tippoo Sultaun, instead 
of endeavouring to reconcile hi& mind to thQ 
condition of his circumstanced, harbored in 
secret a violent animosity against the Eor 
glish; and cherished the most delusive hopes 
and dangerous projects of re-instating himself 
in his former greatne^, and of being ultim^ly 
revenged on those who had caused him to suffer 
$uch cruel injuries and mortifications. 

In the summer of 1 796, the suspicions, designs, 
and military preparations of Tippoo Sultaun, 
obliged the government of Madras to assemble, 
at a great expense, an army of observation in the 
Carnatic, which rendered it also impracticable 
to extend, so fer as was intended, the operatiom$ 
of the company against the European enemies 
of Great Britain in Asia. Early in the year 
1797? it appears that the sultaun had require^ 
and received the official written opinions of all 
his ministers on the best practicable mode of 
introducing a French army into theDcccaa, and 
driving the English out of India; and a disguised 
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embassy was soon after sent to general Malartic, Book 

■ XXXII 

governor of the Mauritius, under the prcjtjude ^.i^^v^ 
of a mercantile adventure*. Hussein Ali^^vone ^r-^^^^' , 

1 ippooSul- 

of these ambassadors, in his narrative of their *»«**« "»• 
proceedings, dated December 1797, relates that with the 

* ^ French at 

the governor was addressed by them to the fol- Mauritius. 
lowing effect: — ^** What do you wait for? His 
majesty is ready to afford you succours. Sho^ 
yourselves in India. . The unbounded violence 
and oppression of the English have rendered all 
the princes of India their enemies: they are 
enfeebled on every side ; and from the great ex- 
tent of territory whicl^ they have acquired by 
artifice, they are dispersed in all quarters. Look 
upon the present time as a most fortunate op- 
portunity. Send a large army, and aU extensive 
train of artillery, to the assistanceof our sovereigri, 
and, effectually chastising our mutual enemies, 
drive them out of India. It is well known to 
the French republic,^ that both his late m^esty 
and our present sovereign have at alj times . 
been the friends and well-wishers of the French 
nation." . 

These overtu^s were received, as niay easily -^ 
be supposed, with great complacency; but what 
appears very surprising is, that secresy on the 
part of the French government was altogether 

*^ide Wood's Review of tjie War in Mtsorb, and 
PAPERS annexed passim. 
VOL. XI, . S 
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B.9;9K despised or neglected; . ihsomiich, that, ^vea 
Ov^ during the residence at Mauritius of the Mysore 
^799' 4ioibai5sadws, who were by their own sorereigu 
expressly prohibited from m^ing their mission 
public, general Malartic did not hesitate to pub^ 
IIeAi a proclamation (dated January 1798), in 
'which he states openly and avowedly the wii^es 
of the sultaun to form ah alliance offensive and 
defensive with France, for the purpose of ex- 
pelling the English from India: and stating that 
dispatqhies had been transmitted to the directory, 
he invites^ in the mean time,, all citizens of 
fVance who may be disposed to serve as volun- 
tteers, to enrol themselves under the banners of 
Tippoo*; and' an actual supply, though small^ 
both of men and arms, was soon after sent to 
Mysore under the command of general C3ia^y. 
"Jhe ambassadors bad brought from Mysore a 

. */'• Having comm\MMcate<l to them,'' say the instroctions 
of the ambassadors, i. c, to the governor Malartic and thc^ 
iidftlikl S^r<Jey, *' your arrival, and heard what they have to 
«ayj yoti will tell them that they mtxst by no means pay yo^ 
the compliment of going themselves, or of sending persons t» 
meet you, nor show open maris of friendship towards th§t 
JjChobdadaud Sirkar,'' t. e, the Mysore kingdom; "nor out- 
war(fly sTiow you any attentions j in order that your missioa 
inay not become public." Again-: *• You will also state, that, 
dn account o^ the ^ecresy of your miteion, jewels and 
khelauts, &c.. have not been sent on the part oi thp 
Khoodadaud Sirkar/' fee*-— AVood's Review. 
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tetter written by the sultaun to the French direc- book 
tory, whom he styles '^ the high and exalted, thevx^^v^ 
magnificent and distinguished in station, the kind ^^^' 
refoge of friends," &c. ; in which he refers than 
to the explanations of the ambassadors^ und, 
expressing his confident reliance on their ancient 
and cordial friendship, concludes with wishing, 
" that the garden of time may produce the &\iitB 
of their mutual wishes." 

On the arrival of the fearl of Momin^on^ fiari of 
chief, governor of India, and successor to sirton?^^' 
John Shore, in the spring of 1798, at Calcutta, ^rnor-g^ 
he received the most indubitable evidence of theaST^^^^"*^ 
duplicity and insincerity of the sultaun; and in 
a very able minute, subsequently entered by the 
new governor in the journal of the secret depart- 
ment^, .he states fully and satisfactorily the 
grounds of the resolutipn which he then adopted, 
to declare war against him. The governor as- 
iserts, " that Tippoo Sultaun has, since the con- 
clusion of the treaty of Seringapatcuxi, received 
the most unequivocal proofs of the constant 
disposition of the company to acknowledge and 
Goi^rm all his just rights, and to rembve 
every cause of jealousy which might tend to 
kitemipt the continuance of peace--<dthough the 
servants of the company in India have not been 

V 

•August 12, 1799- 

' ' s2 



260 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BOOK ignorajlt of the implacable sentiments of revenge 
is.^^j-v'O which he has preserved .without abatement since 
.1799. the hour of his last defeat. Tippoo Sultaun,'* 
says the governor, "cannot allege even the pre- 
text of a grievance to palliate the character of 
his recent acts. He has, indeed, alleged none, 
but has* continually professed the most sincere 
desire to maintain the relations,, of peace and 
amity with the company. In his letters to sir 
John Shore, received at Fort-William April 26, 
1798, Tippoo declares that his friendly heart is 
disposed to pay every regard to truth and justice, 
and to strengthen the foundations of harmony 
aiid concord established between the two states; 
and he signifies his desire, that sir John Shore 
Would impress lord Mornington with a sense of 
the friendship and unanimity subsisting between 
the two states. He having," aa the governor- 
general remarks in conclusion^ " prepared the 
means and instruments of a war of extermination 
against us, and of Annihilating our empire, the 
present is not merely the case of an injury to be 
repaired, but of the public safety to be secured 
against the present and future designs of an irre-. 
concilable, desperate, and treacherous enemy/' 
The intrigues of the sultaun against the Ei^ 
glish, as the governor-general appears from the 
tenor of his minute to have been well aware, 
had by no means been confined to the French 
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nation. This prince had even, previous to the book 
conclusion of the war terminated by the treaty v,^-v-%li^ 
of Seringapatam, carried on a correspondence, ^^'^^^^ 
marked with the same hostile views, at the court ^^^*^ ^' 

cret nego* 

of Zemaun Shah, sovereign of the rich and po-*<^»atio'« 

^ * with the 

pulous provinces of Candahar, Cabul, Cachemire, king of 

Canaaliar* 

&c. in the north of India, lying to the west of 
the Indus, and extending eastward of the Attock, 
to the confines of the nation of the Seiks.— 
Ahmed Abdalla, ancestor of Zemaun Shah, was 
£^ warlike Afghan chief, who followed the fortunes 
of the famous Shah Nadir, emperor of Persia, 
in hi« invasion of Hindostan, A. D. 1739. In 
the confusion which ensued on the assassination 
of Nadir Shah, he assumed the ensigns of roy- 
alty, dismembering both empires of some of 
their feirest provinces. During his reign, which 
lasted to the year 1773, he made no less than 
seven hostile incursions into Hindostan; taking 
possession at one time • of the imperial city 
of Dehli; and at another giving the united 
powers of the Mahratta empire a dreadful over- 
throw, at the great and bloody battle fought 
A. D..I76I on the plains of Paniput. He was 
succeeded by his son Timur Shah ; who died in 
the year 1792, and teft his crown to his ^on Ze- 
maun Shah, the reigning sovereign^ who re- 
sided alternately at the cities of Candahar and 
Cabul. The revenues of this monarch are ample 5 
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BO o K hiis military establishment, consisting of 160,000 
^ii^^v^ cavalry, besides a numerous infantry, very for 
*'^^- midablej and both in court and camp he main* 
tains grtat state and magnificence. 

The restless and sanguine spirit of Tippoo 
Sultauii, which seems to have been little under 
the guidance of an enlightened or rational dis- 
cernment, led him eagerly to court the alliance 
of this po^^rful but . remote sovereign, and by 
pvery possible means to engage him to second 
his own secret projects of ambition and revenge. 
It appeafs^from the series of papers found in the 
cabinet of the sultaun, and since made public, 
that Z^maun Shah was strongly solicited by him, 
and at length prefvailed upon, to undertake an 
expedition to Dehli, in order to depose the old 
and Wretched anperor Shall Allum, who had been 
redtc^ to a state of absolute dependency upon 
the Mahrattas, hy whose jealous and barbarous' 
polipy he had been inhumanly deprived of his 
^ht, though this helpless and miserable repre^ 
saitatiVe of the illustrious house.of Timur pathe- 
tically implpred ^'that his eyes, which he had 
for so many years past employed only in reading 
the sacred Koran, might for the short remainder 
of his life Tje spared to himr" 

When Zemaun Shah had established his power 
pft Dehli, in which imperial city he set, up a new 
amperor, or shadow of an emperor, of the house 
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of Timur, he was further solicited by %Tippoo b o o ic 
Sultaun to advance into the Deccan, whena tfaei 



sovereign of Mysore would join him with ^ his ^^^ 
forces, in order "to exterminate the infidels."-^ 
" Thanks to God," says the suitaun, in a letter 
written with his own hand to the king of Caudahar, 
^' that at this happy time I have the satis&ction 
to hear that your m£^e9ty, the ornament of the 
throne, the promoter of religion, the destroyer 
of heretics and oppressors, &c. employs your 
whol6 time and exerts every faculty in support 
of the enlightened religion, and is wholly de- 
voted to its cause.. In return for this,, a hundred 
thousand of the followers of the fait;h assembleevery 
Friday in the mosques of the capital, and, after the 
prescribed forms of prayer, supplicate theBestowei* 
of all things according to the words of scripture-— 
* Grant thy aid, O God, to those vdio aid the 
religion of Mohummud, and let us be of that 
number at the last day. — ^Destroy those, O God, 
who would destroy the religion of Mohummud, 
and let us ?wt be of that number at the last day.' 
Your m^esty must doubtless have been informed 
that my exalted ambition has for its object a 
holy war." 

By a subsequent letter to the vizier Gauffer 
Khan, it appears that these advances had been 
^vorably received. " You wrote," says the . 

sultaun of Mysore, " that you had availed your- 
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BOOK self of a proper opportunity to represent iriy 
O-v^ circumstances in the fullest manner to his ma* 
1799. jesty, and that his nu^esty had been pleased to 
signify in reply, that,when the victorious standard 
should be displayed in the direction of Hindos- 
tan, it was his majesty's design to honor me 
with marks of his boundless favor, and to pro- 
mote the important objects in view. The pen is 
incapable of describing my gratitude for this. 
To cement the foundations of friendship and 
attachment, two persons, true syuds by birth, 
who are among the highest in rank of the ser- 
vants of the Khoodadaud Sirkar^, are now de* 
parted with a letter calculated to inspire friend- 
ship, addressed to his majesty, the protefctor of 
the faith,. Zemaun Shah." 

In another letter, dated 7th Shabaun, 1211 
Hejira, or 5th February, 1797, the sultaun of 
Mysore says to the king of Candahar, in terms 
still more explicit than the former— "By the 
favor of God, your majesty, the ornament of 
^ the throne of power and greatness, has for the 
most part occupied your time in extending the . 
dominion of the Prophet, in destroying the 
foundation of heresy and infidelity, and in esta- 

* Khoodadaud Sirkar, literally translated, is the " Country 
given of God."i — Such was the appellation which the sultaun 
affected to bestow on that part of his empire which remained 
to him after the treaty of Seringapatam. 
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blishing the basis of the true faith, and con- book. 

• XXXII 

tinues so to do. The fame of this has amply v,.,,^^^.^ 
pen aded the wbrld. These circumstances, which ^759. 
are as well known from east to west as the sun 
in the centre of the heavens, suggested to my 
mind that, agreeably to the command of God 
and his apostles, declared in these words-—* Slay 
the divisor of the god-head* — we should unite in 
carrying on a holy war against the infidels, and 
free the region of Hin<]ostan from the contami- 
nation of the enemies, of our religion. The fol- 
lowers of the faith in these territories, always 
-assembling at a select time (on Fridays), offer up 
their prayers in the words — ^ O God, slay the 
infidels who have closed thy way! Let their sins 
return upon their own heads, with the punish- 
ment which is due to them.!'^ — I trust that Al- 
mighty God, for the sake of his beloved, will 
accept their prayers^ and, through the merits of 
a holy cause, prosper our mutual exertions to 
that end. May the sun of dignity and splen- 
dor rise from the horison of success and glory!" ♦ 
In a succeeding letter to the vizier Wuffadar 
Khan, he declares " the extreme satisfaction he 
felt at the determination of the Shah to proceed 
to Dehli. The sum of my wishes is," says he, 
" that, his majesty uniting with me, we should 
proceed to chastise those abandoned infidels, 
and not to suffer our psesent dominion to depart 
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BOOK from Our hands." He expresses his hope, '** thati 

^^^v^ through the divine goodness, the chief of the in- 

1799- fidels will \>e consumed and confounded hy the 

avenging fire of divine vengeance > and he feel- 

ingly laments the ** faded splendor of the faith 

throughout India/' 

In the same spirit, Che king of Candal^kr 
wrote with his owja hand to the sultaun of My-- 
sore as follows:— "As the object of your wellr 
directed mind is the destruction of the infidels^ 
and the extension of the faith of the -Prophet^ 
if it please God, we shall soon march with our 
conquering armies to wage war with the infidds 
and polytheists, and to free, those regions from 
the contamination of those shanieless tribes 
with the edge of the sword, so that the inhabi- 
tants of these regions may be restored to com- 
fort and repose. Be therefore perfectly satisfied 
in this respect." It is remarkable, that, amid tlie 
reiterated denunciations of Tippoo- Sultaun to 
the court of Candahar against the infidels, anil 
his declarafctions of vengeaiK^ and extehnina- 
tion, no distinction whatever is made between 
the .English and the French^ and there can be 
no rational ground to doubt that his schemes of 
destruction ultimately comprehended bpth; pur- 
posing^ agreeably to the vi^U-known treachery 
of his .disposition, ito make tt^e latter, in, quality 
of ;his. friends .aiMl allies, the unsuspectj^g-instro^ 
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ments of their own ruin, by assisting first to book-' 
effect that of their antagonists and rivals. Nei- s,,,,^^^^^ 
ther can it escape the observation of the intelli- '^99* 
gent investigator, that the correspondence, me- 
diate or immediate, of the sultaun of the Mysore 
with the French government, is^ replete with 
artifice and dissimulation, but discovers no traces 
of a truly penetrating or comprehensive mfnd. 

In a letter to the executive directory, dated TippooSui- 
from Seringapatam, April @d, 1 797) i^ announces cwt. nego* 
his intention to nominate ambassadors in order wtttTthe 
to testify to the government of France his firiend- re?iwy.^" 
/ship, and to renew the allianceanciently subsisting 
between them. " In the writing whfch I send to 
youj'* says he, **^you will perceive my attachf 
ment, my disposition, and the sentiments of my 
heart, for your nation, which I have always 
loved. Study the welfare of my country, as I 
3tudy th^t of yours." In a dispatch of the same 
date, addressed to the representatives of the 
people residing in the Isles of France and Bour** 
bon, he declares that " he has done all in his 
power, since the commencement of tlieir revolu* 
tion, to make known to them the sentiments of 
his heart. I perceive," thus he expresses him- 
3elf, " it is now the moment for me to revive the 
friendship which I have always entertained fo# 
your nation: I adknowledge the sublimity of 
your constitution} and, as a proof of my sincerity. 
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B o o K I propose to your nation and to you a treaty of 
v^i^^^Iij alliance and fraternity, which shall be for ever 
^799' indissoluble, and shall be founded on republican 
principles of sincerity and good faith. If y6u 
will assist me, in a short time not an Englishman 
shall remain in India; the springs which I have 
touched, have put all India in motion." 
TippooSui. It must be remarked, that the sultaun, exclu- 
eret nego- sivc of the powcrful succours he expected from 
thel^rts Candahar,. relied much, though upon slender 
•iidHyder-groiii^ds, ou the effect of his intrigues and ma- 
^^^ chinations at the two courts of Poonah and Hy- 
derabad. In a dispatch, dated April 21, 1797, 
to general Mengalon, commander of the French 
land forces ,at the Mauritius, he infprms the geheral 
"that the nizam is very ill, and that his great 
age leaves no hopes of recovery; that the nizam 
has a son much attached to the sultaun, who is 
expected to succeed; that Mada Row, the great 
support of the English interest at Poonah, is 
d^ad; and that a civil war is kindled in the 
iNIahratta states. He exultingly relates the tri- 
UTpphs of Zemaun Shah, who had in the preceding 
year advanced as far as Lahore, and who was at 
tliis time in possession of Dehli, in the vicinity 
of which city he had attacked and completely 
iSefeated the army of the Maiirattas. " Tliis,'* 
fiays the sultaun, "is the act of Providence. The 
nabob Asoph ul DoMla," also, he relates, "hav- 
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ing heard of the arrival of Zetaaun Shall 9t b o 6 k 

xxxir 
Dehli,- commenced hostilities against th6 En-O-y^ 

glish, and with some advantage. On the coast of ^799- 

Coromandel," says the sultaun, " from Masuli- 

•patam to Madras and Arcot, their tyranny, has 

excited revolt among all the princes, powerful 

and weak, who all assert their rights. I inform 

you of these events, in order to prove to you, 

that it is now the moment for you to inv^e 

India: with little trouble we shall drive them 

out — ^rely on my friendship/' 

But, on the oth^r hand, in a letter addressed 

to the ambassadors of Mysore at the Mauritius, 

dated February 27, 1798, the governor, general 

Malartic, expresses, in strong terms, his suspir 

cions of the duplicity of the sultaun; and hq 

declares, " that the ojfficers and voluhteers who 

are to accompany the ambassadors to India^ 

shall not make a journey of five hundred leagues 

to ascertain what pay Tippoo Sultaun may 

choose to fix for them," And he says, " that he 

shall order them not to disembark, until Tippoo 

Sultaun shall have satisfied them on this point." 

The same governor, ia a dispatch to the sultauir " 

dated the 7th of March following, thought it 

expedient thus to practise upon his vanity: — 

" Write to all the princes of Hindostan, and tell 

them that the time is come to rid yourselves of 

your common enemy. Your courage, and tb^ 
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BOOK resources of yout genius, are known to me: 

v^^v^^^h will every where attend the son of the great 

1799. Hydei^ Ali Kahn: you are destined to^ surpass 

even his feme/* 

TippooSui- Matters were now ripenins: to a crisis, and 

tauii'sde- . . 

ceitfui pno- the disimulation of the sultaun was carried to 

fe^sions 9( 

friendship an extraordinary length. In a letter written to tfa^ 
English governor-general, lord Mornington, July tlie 18th, 
aent, 1798, he says, " By the favor of God, the 
bonds of friendidiip and union are firmly drawn 
between the two states ; and I am to the last 
degree disponed to give additional strength to 
the beneficial system of amity and peace." The 
reply of the governor, who would not entirely 
relinquish the hope of goiining Tippoo by a di- 
splay of kindness and confidence, is liberal and 
politic: he declares, "that the sultaun's letter 
had given him great saticfaction /' and at the 
same time inarms him, '^ that a long-disputed 
claim respecting the sultaun^s right to the Hr 
^ itrict of Wynaad, had been determined in his 
fiivor." 

On the 20th July, two days only subsequent 
to his fiiendly letter to the ea^l of Momington, 
the sultaun being tlieai at his palace of Se- 
ringapatam, signed a dispatdi to the exeou* 
tive directory, containing also the strongest pro- 
fessions of fiiendship and attacfanient, which, to 
use his own words, *^ should endure «s long^ 
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the smk and moon shine in the hearenff: aond book 

XXXII. 

which ^haU be so solid, that the most extraordi-sJi>^>y^^ 
<iiary events shall neither break nor disunite ^^^^' 
them." He then states, that he had sent to 
them Embassadors fully authorised to represent . 
him, and to make proposals in his name to the 
French government 5 and hi concludes with say- 
ing, ** May the heavens and the earth taeet and 
unite, i;^her than the alKance of the two nations ^ 

shall suffer the smallest alteration ! " The ptaQ of 
the alliance is subjoined, in which the sultaau 
proposes that the directory shall send to his as* 
sistance ten or fifteen thousand troops, and a 
naval force, which he wUl undertake to provide 
with all necessaries. He desires that the disem- 
)>arkation of the troops may take place at some 
port 'on the Coromandel coast^ wh^ the saitattn 
will join them with his whole army; it being hia 
intention to commence operations in the heart 
of the enemy's country. All the conquests 
which may be made from the enemy, excepting 
ihose which the sultaua had been obliged to ced^ 
by the treaty of 1792, shall be equally divided 
between the two nations — the same division shall 
also be made of tlie Portuguese colonies. 

The governor-general, lord Mornington, in Disc^tee^ 
his elaborate minute of the^fth August, states, lowi Morn^ 
V that since the conclusion of the treaty of '^'^'*' / 

S^inga^am, €be British governments in Indk 
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BOOK have uniformly conducted themselves towards 

XXXII 

N^g^p-v^Tippoo Sultaun, not only with the most ^cact 
^799' attention to the principles of moderation, jtistice^ 
and good faith, but have endeavoured, by every 
practicable means, to conciliate his tionfidence, 
and to mitigate his vindictive spirit." This, in- 
deed, appears to have been strictly true; and no 
less might be expected from the equitable 
and conciliatory spirit of sir John Shore's ad^ 
ministration. And it must be acknowledged that 
the new governor-general discovered great soli- 
citude to regulate all his proceedings conforma- 
bly to the same general plan of policy. Even 
after the designs of Tippoo had become too 
publiv to admit of doubt, the efforts of lord 
Mornington to induce him to abandon them, 
and to revert to his former relations of peace 
and amity with Great Britain, were not re- 
ttiitted; and, at the same time, the requisite mea- 
sures both of precaution and fimmess were 
adppted, to give efficacy to the final determina- 
tion. " If,*' says his lordabdp, " the conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun had been of a nature which 
could be termed ambiguous or suspicious, it 
might be our duty to resort, in the first instance, 
to his constructions of proceedings, which, being 
of a doubtful character, niight admit of a satis- 
' factory ^cplanatioh; but where theare is no doubt^ 
there can be no matter for ex;p)iinations The 
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act of Tippoo*s ambassadors^ ratified by himself book 

xxxn 
and accompanied by the landing of a Frenchv^^p^^O 

force in his country, is a public, unqualified, and ^799' 
Unambiguous declaration of war; aggravatied by 
an avowal that the object of the war is neither 
explanation, reparation, nor security, but the 
total destruction of the British government in 
India." 

Deeply impressed with these sentiments, theTBecom.' 
governor-general transmitted secret orders to theJo^esV 
presidency of Madras, for assembling the forcesy^"^ 
of the company at Vellore ; and that government . 
making strong representations respecting the 
difficulties attending the execution of the order, 
his lordship not only prohibited all future discussion 
of its policy, but, for the purpose of hastening 
the necessary preparations, he repaired in per- 
son to the city of Madras. Previous to his de* 
partiu^ fi-om Bengal, he wrote (November 4) a 
letter to the sultaun, informing him of the in- 
vasion of Egypt by the French, in contempt of 
the treaties subsisting between France and the 
Sublime Porte; and apprising him, at the same 
time, of the great and decisive naval victory of 
Aboukir, ** which," his lordship says, '^ is to be 
ascribed to the justice of the British cause, and 
to the aid of divine Providence* ! " And he iu-n 

* To what, then, were Bonaparte's victoiifti on land' f W 
VOL. XI. T 
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ft o o K fets, that sdl communication being thus cut off 
C^»v-Ot>etween Egjrpt and Europe^ the French troops 
^799* which 'have landed there must perish either by 
£unine or the sword. '^.Confident/' says his 
lordship, *' from the union and attachment sub- 
sisting between us, that this intelligence will 
afford you sincere satisfaction, I could not deny 
myself the pleasure of communicating it." 
Thegorer. ^ut disdaining longer to wear the mask of 
?iS??encr. friendship, on the 8th of November the govemor- 
Sm/*" g^J^eral wrote again, and in a style of great dis^ 
rtranceto pleasurc: — ^'In no age or country," says his 
suitaun. lordship, " were the baneful and iosidious arts of 
intrigue ever cultivated with such success, as they 
are at^ present by the French nation. I sincerely 
wish that no impression had been produced on 
your discerning mind by that dangerous people j 
but my situation enables me to know that they have 
rpached your pres^ce, and have endeavoured to 
pervert the wisdom of your councils^ aiid to 
instigate you to war against those who have given 
you no provocation. It is impossible that you 
should suppose me. to be ignorant of the inter- 
course which subsists between you and the 
French, whom you know to be the inveterate 

ascribed? It is wonderful that the ceaseless vicissitude of 
htiman affurs should not long ago have demonstrated to 
men of understanding, the gross impropriety of these pre- 
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enemies of the company, and to be now engaged book 

XXXII 

in an unjust war with the British nation. Yous^^gi^v-^ 
cannot imagine me to be indifferent to the trans- ^799- 
actions which have passed between you and the 
enemies of my country; nor does it appear 
necessary or proper that I should any longer 
conceal from you the surprise and concern with 
which I perceived you disposed to involve your- 
self in all the ruinous consequences of a con- 

, nexion, which threatens not only to subvert the 
foundations of friendship between you and the - 
company, but to introduce into the heart of 
your kingdom the principles of anarchy and 
confusion, to shake your own authority, to 

'.weaken .the obedience of your subjects, and to 
destroy the religion which you revere. Whatever 
my reluctance to credit such reports might be, 
prudence required both of me and of the com- 
pany's allies, that we should adopt certain mea- 
sures of precaution and self-defence; and these 
have accordingly been taken, as you will, no 
doubt, have observed. The British government 
and the allies wishing, nevertheless, to live in 
peace and friendship with all their neighbours; 
entertaining no projects of ambition, nor any 
views in the least incompatible witH their re- 
spective engagements; and looking to no other 
objects than thp permanent security and tran- 
quillity of their own dominions and subjects;; 

T 2 
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BOOK will always be ready, as they now jare, to afford 
v*#^v-Oyou every demonstration of these pacific senti- 
1799. ments." The governor-general concludes this 
judicious letter with informing the sultaun, ** that 
the peshwa and the nizam concur with him 
in the observations now offered and recom- 
mended to his most serious consideration; and he 
proposes, in their behalf and his own, to send ma- 
jor Doveton (an officer well known to the sultaun), 
to explain more fully and particularly the means 
of removing all existing distrust and suspicion, 
and of establishing peace and a good under- 
standing on the most durable foundations." The 
governor-general declares his expectation of " a 
speedy answer to this letter, with an earnest 
hope that it may correspond with the pacific 
views and wishes of the company.'* 

No answer arriving from the sultaun for more 
than a month, lord Mornington addressed to 
him (December 10), being then on the eve of 
his departure for Madras, a second letter, in 
which, in concise terms, he again urges the pro- 
priety and necessity of taking the contents of 
, his former one into his earliest and most serious 
consideration. On the 15th of December a di« 
spatch from the sultaun reached Calcutta, filled with 
the mo§t treacherous professions of attachment, 
and complaints of the military preparations re- 
ported to be made by the English : a;nd, after 
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another long interval, an answer (dated Decern* book 
ber 18) to the two letters of November wasv^i^^v^ 
received, in which this faithless prince congra- ^^^^' 
tulates the governor-genei-al on the. glorious vio-dSiSSiI-*^ 
tory of Aboukir; and expresses his firm hope,suit«un.*^ 
" that the English, who ever adhere to the paths 
of sincerity, friendship, and good faith, and are 
the well-wishers of mankind, will at all times be 
successful and victorious; and that the French, 
who are of a crooked disposition, faithless, and 
the enemies of mankind, may be ever depressed 
and ruined." He positively denies that any se- 
cret correspondence was or ever had been car- 
ried on between him and the French ; and says, 
that " the French, who are full of vice and 
deceit, have perhaps put about reports with a 
view to ruffle the minds of both sirkars." He 
expresses his surprise at the military preparations 
avowedly made by the governor-general, but de- 
clines to receive major Doveton, declaring *' that 
no means more effectual than the engagements 
already entered into, can be adopted for giving 
stability to the foundations of friendship and 
harmony." This letter was received by lord 
Morhington at Madras, whence his lordship re- 
turned an immediate reply (January 9, 1799) to 
the sultaun,^ informing him in very full and ex- 
plicit terms of the a:ccurate advices which he 
had received of his most secret transactions with 
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BOOK the French, and of his flagrant violations of th« 

XXXII. . ' 

s^^^-Y^ subsisting treaties. , " Even under all these cir- 
1799- cumstances of provocation/' says his lordship, 
with laudable moderation, " we are ready to 
renew and confirm the bonds of amity on^ such 
conditions as shall preclude the continuance of 
those jealousies which must subsist so long as a 
final and satisfactory adjustment of all the causes 
of suspicion shall be delayed." He again calls 
upon the sultaun, in the most serious and solemn 
manner, to assent to the immediatte admission of 
major Doveton, as a measure which he is confi- 
dent would be productive pf the most lasting 
advantages to all parties — "Dangerous conse- 
quences," says his lordship, " result from the 
delay of arduous affairs." With this letter the 
governor-general enclosed a copy of the mani- 
festo issued by the Ottoman Porte against . the 
French; and in his subsequent dispatch of Jan. 
16, he trausmitted to the sultaun a letter ad- 

' drej^sed to thp-t monarch by the grand seignor, 

sultaun Selim, delivered, as the governor-genera^ 
informs the king of Mysore^ by order of his 
sublime, highness, to the British minister resident 
at Constantinople, by whom it was forwarded to 
the presidency of Bombay, and thence to lord 
Clive, governor of Madras. This letter, dated 
^ ' September 20, and written doubtless at tRe insti- 
gation, if not by the pen, of the British resident. 
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was filled with violent and common-place decla- book 
matioii against the French; although well calcu-s„^i^v^ 
lated to impress the mind of the sultami of My- ^^99^ 
$ore, had it not been, callous, to all impression 
of the extreme danger which he incurred by per- 
severing in his present system of policy. The 
Turkish emperor concludes his epistle in the fol- 
lowing words : — " We make itour especial request, 
that your majesty will please to refrain from 
entering into any measures against the English, 
or lending any compliant ear to the Fi^ench. 
Should there exist any subject of complaint with 
the former, please to conununicate itj certain a^ \ 
you may be of the employment of every good 
office on our side to compromise the same. We ' 
wish to see the connexion above alluded to ex 
changed in iavor of Great Britain, We con- 
fidently expect, that, upon consideration of all 
that is stated in this communication, and of the 
necessity of assisting your brethren Mussulmans 
in this general cause of religion; as well as of 
co-operating towards the above previous pro- 
vince [i. €. Egypt) being delivered from the 
hands of the enemy, your majesty will employ 
every means which your natural, zeaj will point 
out, to assist the common cause; and to corro- 
borate, hy that means, the ancient good under^ 
standing so happily existing between our em* 
pires." r 
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BOOK After waiting with exemplary patience 
^^V^twenty-five days for an answer to the important- 
W99* dispatch of Jan. the 9th, the governor-general at 
length, on the 3d of Fehruary, ordered the army 
to begin itsmarch towards the Mysorean territoryr 
The reply of Tippoo Sultaim was received at 
Madras the 13th of February. It contained the 
usual professipns of attachment, and acknow« 
ledged, with great ostentation of reverence, the 
receipt of the letter addressed to him by the 
grand seignor, whom he styles " the Inminary 
giving splendor to the firmament of glory and 
power/' He now also declared himself (though 
in cold and distant terms) willing to admit of 
major Doveton's embassy, but desires " that he 
muy come unattended " 

Soon after this, the sultaun being, as it should 
seem, detamined to carry to the utmost height 
and to prolong to the very last moment his cha- 
racteristic dissimulation, enclosed to the governor- 
general a pretended answer, bearing date 10th 
Ramzan(l6th of February, 1799,) to the letter re- 
ceived by him from the grand seignor, desiring 
that it might befbrwarded to Constantinople. This 
answer, addressed to **The exalted presence, 

the BRIGHT PLAJ^ET of the EMPYREUM of GLORY, 
the BLOOM erf the BOWER of GREATNESS," &C. &C. 

was couched in concise and general terms, deny- 
ing any misunderstanding between himself and 
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the English, and declaring, " that, as the French book 
nation are estranged from and are become thev^^-^^.^ 
opponents of the Sublime Porte, they had ren- ^^9S* 
dered themselves the enemies of all the followers 
of the faith." At the same time this perfidious The sui- 

taun at* 

monarch transmitted to Constantinople, by a tempts to 
more speedy and direct conveyance, the true ottoman 
answer; whidi was no other than a most virulent against the 
and furious invective against all the Europeans ^^^^^' 
in India, and comprising a summary of their 
transactions in Hindostan, from their first settle- 
ment on that continent,, to the present time, 
heightened occasionally by the most false and 
needless exaggerations. He expresses his hope 
" that the religion of Islaum will obtain exclu- 
sive prevalence over the whole country of Hin- 
dostan ; and that all the sinful heretics will, 
with the utmost ease, become the prey of the 
^ swords of the combatants in the cause of re- 
ligion."-—" Be it known to those," says the sove- 
reign of Mysore, "who stand at the foot of the im- 
perial throne, that the treachery, deceit, and su- 
premacy of the Christians in the regions of Hin- 
dostan, are beyond the power of expression.'* 
After finishing his historic elucidations, he goes 
on to say, " that the English, having adopted a 
determined resolution to subdue the whole of 
Hindostan, and to subvert the Mussulman reli- 
gion ^^ and having united to themselves nizam 
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^^if Ali Khan, and the infidels of Poonah ; have for 
^•^^^^^ five years past been devising the means: accord- 
ingly, they have lately written in plain and un- 
disguised terms that it is their intention to rfe- 
stroy the religion of Islaum — *Evil designs re- 
turn upon the heads of the inventors.' The in- 
fidels of Poonah, in consequence of the disagree- 
ments prevailing among the ministers at Dehli, 
have subverted that country, and, having de- 
stroyed dts houses, have erected their own tem- 
ples upon its ruins. They have possessed them- 
ffelves entirely of that kingdom, whilst a f)oor 
sightless individual of the royal house of Timur, 
whose servants put out his eyes, is seated in his 
palace in a state the most abject; the resources 
of liis maintenance are fixed fi-om the sale of the 
fruits of his gardens. The respected and accom- 
~ plished syuds, syud Ali Mohummud, and syud 
Modauroo-deen, are now nominated and deputed 
with this friendly letter, to represent various 
points of great importance, and to. communicate 
the sentiments of my mirid; and with instruc- 
• tions to remain in attendance on your majesty dur- 
ing three years — I trust that they will be honored 
by admission to your highness's presence. May 
the victorious banners of Islaum be ever preva- 
lent, and every trace of heresy and infidels be 
wiped away !" 

About the same period, the sultaun of Mysore 
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Wrote once more to the king of Candahar, ex- '^^xil 
pressing " the boundless »satisfaction which he'^-^'^v-^^ 
had received from the determination, of that 
powerful sovereign to prosecute a holy Var 
against the infidels, and destroy the profanation 
of polytheism by the exertions of the relentless 
isword. At this time," says he, " the English, 
having received intimation of the arrival of 
the ambassadors of the sirkar at your highness's 
court, and of the firm connexion established be 
tween the two states, have taken umbrage, and» 
in concert with the infidels and the turbulent, 
have taken up arms against me; and they have 
writ ten, that they entertain the design to subvert 
the religion of Islaum : — ^ Many are the wordj 
that proceed from their lips, but their words are 
nought Xmt lies/ If it please God, they shall 
become food for the unrelenting swords of the 
pious warriors*." 

* The assertion in each of the above letters, " that the 
English have written in express terms that they entertain the 
design of subverting the religion of Islaum/'- appears at firsts 
sight to be a direct falsity ; but, according to. the testimony of 
Hubbeeb Oollah, head moonshee to the sultaun, it was merely 
an inference (a most preposterous and malicious one indeed) 
from that expression in lord Mornington's dispatch of No- 
vember the 8th, in which the governor-genertil declares "that 
the alliance of France threatens, in its consequences, to destroy 
the religion which he (Tippoo) x*evered" — the sultaun no 
doubt supposing that, the friendship of France did not threaten 
\?orse consequences than the enmity of England. 
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BOOK On the 22d of February; the governor-general 

XXXII « 

Cp-v^ published a declaration; very ably recapitulating 
^799^ the reasons which compelled hhn to engage in 
Jjj!^7^ hostilities with the sultaun of Mysore. It states, 
wa^r^nst"^^*^ the govcmor-general waited with the ut- 
thesuHaunm^st soHcitudc for s»i answer to the reasonable 

of inyaore* 

and distinct proposition contained in his letter of 
the 9th of January; that the sultaun, however, re- 
mained silent, although apprised that dangerous 
consequences would result from delay. In the 
mean while, the season for military operations 
had already advanced to so late a period, as to 
render a speedy decision indispensable to the se- 
curity of the allies. It must be evident to all 
the states of India, that the answer of the sul^ 
taun has been deferred to this late period of the 
season with no other view than to preclude the 
allies from the benefit of those advantages which 
their combined military operations would enable 
them to secure. The allies are therefore resolved 
to place their army in such a position as shall 
afford adequate protection against any artifice or 
insincerity, arid shall preclude the return of that 
danger which has so lately menaced their posses- 
sions. Retaining, however, an anxious desire to 
effect an adjustment with Tippoo Sultaun, lieu- 
tenant-general Harris, commander-in-chief of 
his majesty's and the honorable company's 
forces on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, 
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is authorised to receive any embassy which Tippoo book 

XXXIL 

Sultaun may dispatch to the head-quarters of thex^^p^^.^,^ 
British army, and to concert a treaty on such ^'^Sp* 
conditions as appear to the allies to be indispen^ 
sably necessary for the establishment of a secure 
and permanent peace." . 

A very fine and well-appointed army was now, 
through the indefatigable exertions of the gover- 
nor-general, seconded by the efforts of the civil 
and military departments, not only formed, but ' 
put in motion. This army was commanded by 
officers of great courage, skill, and experience ; 
and being in a short time joined by the troops of 
the nizam, they marched forward in full confi- 
dence of success. But while general Harris ap- 
proached the eastern frontier of Mysore, the 
sultaun had himself commenced hostilities on the 
western side, by the attack (March 6) of ge- 
neral Stuart, who commanded the Bombay army, 
while yet in the territory of the peshwa, and en- 
camped on the high mountain of Sedaseer. Upon 
this occasion the sultaun received a severe re- 
pulse, and on being informed that general Harris, 
with the grand army, had entered Mysore, he, 
forthwith returned to the defence of his own 
country. 

By this time the allies had penetrated a^ far as 
Bangalore. On the 23d, as the British com- 
mander approached Sultaun-pettah, a cloud of 
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BOOK dust t0 the westward announced the vicinity of 
<>v^the Mysorean army; retiring, as the allies 
1799' marclied forward, the enemy attained on the 
of th^ En- 27th the heights of Malavelly, from which they 
|i ar»^y-^y^j.g Qj^ |.jj^ same day driv6n^ with considerable 
loss. On the 3d of April, the army came within 
sight of the lofty towers of Seringapatam, having 
hitherto experienced, to the general surprise, a 
resistance altogether trivial. By reports from the 
^ sultaun's camp, it was understood that he was 
extremely dejected and undetermined ; and that 
his plans of defence had been as suddenly aban- 
intestmcntdoned, as they were hastily formed. Qn the 5th, 
Fatam."^*"the British army encamped at the distance of 
3500 yards from the western fort of the city, 
which was soon after completely invested. Till 
this period the sultaun had shown no disposition 
to submit to terms; still, in all probability, che- 
rishing the delusive hope that powerful succours 
from France would arrive in time to rescue him 
from this humiliation. General Bonaparte had, 
in the month of January, attempted to transmit 
a letter to the sultaun, through the intervention 
of the cherif of Mecca, from Cairo: " You have,'' 
said the general, " already been informed of my 
arrival on the borders of the Red Sea, with an 
innumerable and invincible army, foil of the de-- 
sire of delivering you from the iron yoke of En- 
gland. I eagerly embrace this' opportunity of 
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testifying to yoit the desire I have of being in- book 
formed by you, by the way of Muscat andv^^v^O' 
Mecca, as to your political situation: I would ^'^^* 
even wisli you could send some intelligent person * 

to Suez or to Cairo, poissessing your confidence, 
with whom I may confer. — May the Almighty 
increase your power, and destroy your enemies!" 
Whether this letter or any duplicate of it ever 
reached the hands of Tippoo Sultaun, is not per- 
fectly •clear; but it was impossible that the mo- 
narch of Mysore could be ignorant that a great 
army of the French, ultimately destined for the 
conquest of the English possessions in the east, 
had established themselves in Egypt; and his' 
policy was, to practise every species of evasion 
and procrastination until their arrival in India : 
but his hatred and passion did not permit him to 
dissemble well, and his artifices were much too 
gross to deceive the vigilance and penetration of 
the chief-governor.. On the 9th of April, being 
now apparently alanped at his situation, he had the 
effrontery to write in the following terms to the 
commander, general Harris : — *^ The governor- 
general, lord Mornington, sent me a letter, the 
copy of which is enclosed — ^you will understand 
it. I have adhered firmly to treaties: what, then, 
is the ipeaning of the advance of the English 
army, and the occurrence of hostilities? Inform, 
me/' In reply, the sultaun was properly referred 
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BOOK to the previous letters of lord Mornington, and 

XXXII 

v^^i^^r^the declaration of war on the part of the allies. 
^799' On the 14 th of April, the Bombay army under 

* general Stuart crossed the Cavery, and took a 

strong position on its northern bank. That river, 
which separated the camp from the fort of Se- 
ringapatam, was at this time almost dry, and its 

The ««i- bed a naked rock. The armies of the allies having 

taun sues 

in vain for now formcd a complete junction, and the enany's 
^*^*' advanced works beyond the river being taken, 
the sultaun made another attempt to arrest the 
progress of the siege by negotiation, and wrote 
a second letter to general Harris, desiring him to 
nominate conmiissioners, and open a conference 
for peace. In answer to this overture, were sent 
the preliminary articles of the only peace that 
would now be granted him. These were, to cede 
half his territories in perpetuity to the allies; to 
pay two crores of rupees by way of indemnifica- 
tion for the expenses of the war; to renounce 
all connexion with France; to receive ambassadors 
from the- allies; and give hostages for the per- 
formance of these stipulations. Sucl^ were the 
severe terms which the perverse obstinacy of the 
sultaun had now made it necessary for him to 
accept, or by the refusal to risk his life and 
crown. For some days he maintained a sullen si- 
Jeiice; but a vigorous sally of the garriison on 
general Stuart berng repulsed, and the guns of 
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two towers on the westwn Bide diiiM«mteil/tlie book 

XXXII; 

unfortunate sultaun^ on the 28th, made a^dthef v^ji^v^ 
and last eiFort to retard the operations of ^the ^^^* 
siege, by declaring, in reply to the n-otificatioiiof 
general Harris^ " that he wished to isend atttbai^i *- '^ 
sadors to open a conference for pefifce.~-T[?ie 
points in question," said'he, •'are mighty, and 
cannot be brought to a conclusioh without 'the 
intervention of ambassadors. I am^ thei'eibN^; 
about to send two gentlemen who will ^t^miktif 
explain themselves tbyou." .' ^ . 

He was immediately informed, thiet ndcinlbas^ 
sadors would he now received, unless he ^erit a^ 
part, at least, of the specie demanded^ And Chd 
hostages requir^ for his sincerity. The isdtsiiin; 
reduced to despair by this answ^, seemed de^ 
termined to bury himself «^under the rains of |iis 
capital; and, as if to shut every avenue to future . 
negotiation, he barbarously ordered the prisoiie^ii 
he had taken to be put to death*. The firei <y{ 
the batteries, which begsin to batter m WeAch' on 
the 30th pf April, had on the eVening/rf tfie Sd bf 
May so much shattered the walls, tkot "^ geiierial 
tesd^lt was deemed practicable. The troops' W*te 
accordingly (early in the morning of the 4th) 
stationed in the trenches, that no extraordinaiy 
movement might occasion alarm ; and in order to 

* Wood's Review, p. 24. — This extraordinary circumstance 
is not mentioned in general Harris's public di$patch6s« 
vol.. XU V 
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BOOK take the examy by surprise, it was determined 
v.«#p*y-^i^to nmke the attempt in the heat of the daj — ^the 
1799- season of indolence and repose. At one o'clock 
Ijj^w^ the troops under general Baird moved from the 
Kyitorm. trenches^ and, crossing the rocky bed of the 
Cavery» under a heavy fire from the stupendous 
works which defended this great and magnificent 
capital, passed the glacis and the fosse; then -as- 
cended the breaches with the most heroic gallantry, 
«dnnottnting i^very obstacle which the valor of 
the enemy could oppose, to their progress. In a 
s^rt time all was confusion and consternation, 
^n4 the British colors were displayed on the 
' suqunit of the breach. Resistance continued, 
however, to be made from the palace of Tippop. 
for seme time after all firing had ceased from thet 
wQrks: two of his sons Were there, who, on as- 
Heroic surance of safety, at length surrendered. It was^ 

deftth of 

^ sol- at the i^ame time reported that Tippoo Sultaun 
was slain. The most active measures were .im- 
mediately adopted to put an end to the hoirrors 
of the assault, and diligent search wais made for 
t]^,bodyof the sultaun^ which was with difficulty 
found, encompassed and almost covered with 
heaps of dead: it was conveyed to the palace, 
9iad being recognised by the family, was the 
next day interred, with the honors due to hiii 
rank, in the mausoleum of his father. 
Thus, after a short but brilliant career, fell the 
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house or dyn^asty of the celel>rated Hyder All book 
Khan, of whose great and acknowledged talents^ v,,^^^^^^ 
civil or military, his son and successor seemed to ^799* 
inherit but a slender portion. On the ensuing 
day, Kerim Saheb, the brother of the kte sul* 
taunj Abdul Khalic, the elder of the princes 
formerly hostages with lord CornWallis; and in A 
skort time the remainder of the family of Tippoo, 
surrendered themselves, and demanded protect 
tioft. The dominions' of the sultami were dis*- ParUttoti 

' of tiie snl- 

|>ol5ed of inconfomiity tO an arrangement soout«iii*s< 
itfter conchided upon by the conquerors. To the 
cotaipany were allotted the provinde of Canara, 
the disrtricts of Coimblttore and Dat^aportoi, with 
an extensive district erittending along the Mala* 
bar coiast, including Mangalore; also the fortress^ 
city, and island of Seringapatani^>--to the nijEani 
was assigned a large tract of country contiguous 
to his own dominions; — and to the Mahrattas^ 
who had taken no active part in the wkr^ Were, by 
a liberal policy, given Soonda, Harponelly, and 
a portion of Bidenore — the fortresses belonging 
to the latter were, however, retained ih the hands 
oi the English, and a strong barrier opposed to 
the foture incursions of that powerful and warlike 
people, extending from the eaistern to thewestern 
Ghauts. 

On a earful investigation it was found, that 
the surviving representative of the ancient royal 

v9 
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5 o Q K ijindoo fspnily pf . Mysore, expelled by the high 

y^rv^fo^t^? pf Hyfler Ali frovi the throne, was a:bo^ 

'■^^^ pf five years of age. To him it was deei|ied both 

royafhousei**** and politic to r^tofc the Ipjaigdom of Mys<^ew 

resto?^'^ which mas bfr the fete partitioa comprised nearly 

wJtJiifi the same lirriits by jijbich it wa3 bounded 

pricvioiis te the usurpation of Hydi^r; and by aQ 

£^ri^icle of tl^a txefity of Mysore^, tbe dependeftpy 

, of that l^ingd^ip i^jwn th^. British goy^eamBaent 

WBi? foroj^llyjr^pgQisie^,. 2«d the right ^f BrMish 

: ^n|;erferei?(G^. 4i8tijactly ?^kno?Rle4giBd. , : : TJt^ft tib? 

interppts o|* the infant rf^jak w^sfl »W tQ be 

ide^ti^^d. wii;h tih^se of ^reat , Brits^ ^ a^ sfk ^ 

frif^tsij;)K^h .ipt?iifer^Hoei ifiere be*t^ 0»ercified 

Cjpeijfy a|i|i g,yowedly, tb9^ i» the way o£ ctedH 

destine. suid mxauthprised coercion* .Thei&imly 

pf TippoQ Sultaun werie in a n^hort tij»i0 sfimprod 

tQ YeUare^ in the ;G^natic, iand ah amuial xe* 

venue (BsuQunliing to About. 600,000 jrupees was 

altow^ for. rtheiiTifetuf^. maintenance, ^^ 

. Xh^gov^mPfHgeniBi^ mhiB public c(m@ratu«« 

lation^ tq rthe cpn^gtai^der-in-chief and to the al* 

lied . arn(y or^ these meinor^ble eyenj^i ) ctepl^r^ 

^' that^ l^h^y^haye^sflrpa^s^d the mosit sanguine ey- 

peatatipp^ tha;t yf^^ . p^eyioydy fprimedj, spcj. haye 

^aise^ ^.rppptotion of thp Bj^iti^h arms in India 

" to a degree of splendor and glory unrivalled m, th^ 

m^ita^^l^^o^y p£thi§jiuarter,^^ .^and 

headds,yvdth£reat ?(PB??fi?itt|ce^f re?8oii|."th»t the 
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Ivfstte of this i/sctbry <an be ^qMled only iry the book 
sttbi^antial akjhmnt^ges iivinch ttproinises to esta^s„^^^ 
blish, by nrstoring the peace aind sa&ty 0£ thi BtU ^'^9^* 
tish posseiSRsions in Indki on a durable conditioh oT 
genuine security." How&tr the genera} sgnstem of, 
British' government in India is consisteht Witft th« 
principtei^ of universal jukice, or even Of national 
policy^ are questions foreign to thfe purpose of 
the present harration ; but it iteui^ liti^&stionab^ . x 
be allolved^ that upon those ptincfi^s^of pc^icy^ 
and even of 'safety, on whfch it was the duty of 
the governor-general to act, great merit is to be 
ascribed to him ^ot the temper and moderation 
which he displayed in the earlier stages of this 
arduous business ; and for his subsequent firmness 
and decision, when it clearly appeared that the 
former qualities were no longer in any degree 
available. 

In the month of November (A. D. I799) died^^f^^^^^ 

^ ' KienLong, 

the celebrated Kien Long, upwards of sixty-four e«ip«ror of 
years emperor of China, aged eighty-nine. He 
was succeeded by his son, Ka Hing, who had 
for some time past administered the government 
of the country. The virtues and talents of the 
late emperor had endeixed him to all his subjects, 
who expressed extreme regret for his loss. The 
person of this great eastern monarch is described 
as graceful and majestic, and his deportment as 
equally dignified and affable: his countenance 
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B o o K i was regular and pleasing; and 1ms general appearr 
-. — ^ by no means indicated the extreme age to 



^'^^' irhicfa he had attained. He is represented in 
.^ . 'Ifte Narrative of the late Embassy to the Court of 

* 'Pekin in picturesque colors, as usually wearing 
a robe of yellow silk, girded with a blue sash; 
fi cap or turban of black velvet, with a red tas- 
sel and plume of peacocks' feathers ; and boots 
embroidered with gold — a costume truly orien- 
tal, and which may justly vie with the stars, gar^ 
ters, wid coronets of European vanity. His 
grand&ther, Kang*hi, whom he succeeded in 
1735, had filled the throne of China during tl^ 
Iplttg peHod of sixty*twp yeftrPt 
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BOOK XXXIII, 

SESSION rfFarUamttit 1799-lSOO. Bill for the further Ktduc- 
tion'Ofthe Militia — Unaoailing Opposition to it in both Hofts^, 
Overture of the First Consul fir Peat^e — ScornfuUy rejected by 
the English Oocemment. Correspondence beticeen M» Talleyrand 
and Lord GrtmUle laid before ParliameHt^--'Memorable De-' 
bate on the, same. The Administration becomes unpopular. 
Motion of Mr. Sheridan relative to the Fmhtre if the 
Expedition to Holland negatived. Enormous Supplies voted. 
Subsidy to the Emperor. Habeas-CorpusAct again suspended. 
Statement qfthe Affairs tf India. Project of t/^on reovoed. 
Meeting of the Irish PurUament^ January HKX). Eloquent 
Speech (f Mr. Grattan. Message from the Lord-Lieutenant 
recommendatory (f the Measwe of a Unio»r^VioleKt Debates 
on the Subject. Able Speech of the Lord-ChanceUor. Resolu* 
tions (fthe Parliament of Great Britain successive adopted, 

-' Address to the King from the Parliament of Ireland, »gii^ying 
their Assent to the Resohitkms. Message from the King to the 
British Parliament, communicating the Contents of the Address 
"-'Proceedings and Debates of the two Homes thereupon. Act 
(f Union finally passed. Act of Union ratified by the Irish 
Pa^kament. Military Operations on the Continent. Change 
if 'System at the COurt of St. Petersburg. First Consul takes 
the Field in Person. Successes of General Moreau in Ger^^ 
many. General Massena takes the Command in Itaty^^Bc" 
tieged in Genoa by General Melas. Passage iff the First Con* 
sul across the Great St. Bernard. His rapid and successive 7>i- 
umphs—TiAes Possession ifMifm. Heroic Drfenee of Gene* 



S9Q HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

ral Massena. Evacuation of Genoa by the Frau^. Dtddve 
Battle ^Ma&engo. Death of General Desaix, Armistice 
concluded between the French and the Austrian*. Re'establish" 
-nuxijrfiit Cisalpine RqwbUCf Arrival^ th€ Rrst Con^at, 
Parisr-^jpistingmshed Honors paid to kirn. Farther Successes 
of General Moreau in Germany. Armistice of Italy extended 
to Germany* Preliminary Articles of Peace signed at Paris 
between France and Austria — fke Emperor refuses his Ratifi-- 
paHmf 

^^j^ *,^^ session of parliament opened so early as 
^-•'v^^the 24th of September (1799). His majesty de- 
sessionof ckuTed to the two houses '^ that he had called 
1 799!i8oo: them together at that unusual season in ordei* to 
recoftimend to th^m to consider of the propriety 
of enabling liim, without delay, to avail himself 
to a furthiai^ extent of the voluntary services of 
the nodlitia* Ufa a moment when aii incnrease. of our 
active fotoe abroad may be productive of the 
miost hnpdrtaht arid beneficial consequences. — 
Iij ttie short interyal^^'^ . said hi3 m^y esty, " since 
thi^jslose of th? last session, our situation and 
Respects ha?e,'undetthe btes»ing of Providetice, 
improved beyond the most sanguine expectar? 
tron. THd abilities and valor of the commahr 
ders apd troops of the combined imperial ..proxies 
havet continued to be eminently d^played. The 
delkafance of Italy may now be 0nsidered as 
secured by the result of a campaign equal in 
spilelidor and success to any recorded in history.v 
-—Tl^e French ex|)editioii to Egypt has continued 
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to fee productive of calamity and disgrace to our book 

, ., .^ , . / . . ^ XXXIII. 

en^nieS) while its ultimate views against ourv^^^^.^^^.^^ 
eastern possessions have been utterly confound* ^799- 
e4 TSie desp0^t€ attempt which they have 
lately m»At to extricate themselves from their 
difiicttlties, has been defeated by the courage of 
the Turkic forces, directed by the skill, and 
animated by the heroism, of a British officer, 
with a small portion of my naval force under his 
command; and' the overtteow of that restless 
and perfidious power, vrho, instigated by the ax- 
ti&ces and deluded by the promises of the 
French, had entered into their ambitious and 
destructive projects in India, has pladed the 
British interests, in that quarter of the globe, in 
a 9lta;fe of solid and permanent security. — ^There 
is, I trust, every reason to expect that the effort 
which I am' making for the deliverance of the 
United Provinces will pfove successful. The 
British arms have resciled firom the possession of 
the enemy the principal port and naval arsenal 
of the Dutch republic; and although we have 
to regret the loss of many brave men in a sub- 
sequent attack against the enemy, whose posi- 
tion enabled them to obstruct our progress, I 
have the strongest ground to expect that the 
skill of my generals and the determined resolu- 
tion and intrepidity of my troops, and those of 
my bUies, will soon surmount every obstacle; 
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BOOK and that the fleet which, under the usarped do*' 
s^^..^^^ minion o[ France, was destined to co-operate in 
^759. the invasion of these islands, may speedily, I 
trust, under its ancient standard, partsdce in ihe 
glory of restoring the religion, liberty, and inde- 
pendence of those provinces, so long in intimate 
union and alliance with this country. While 
you rejoice with me in the events which add so 
much lustre ta the British character, you will, I 
am persuaded, as dordially join in the senti- 
ments so justly due to the conduct of my good 
and £&ithful ally the emperor of Russia. To his . 
magiianimify end whdem, directing to so many 
quarters of Europe the force of l^is esctensive 
and powerful empire^ we are, in a great mea« 
sure, indebted for the success of our own efforts, 
as weU as for the rapid and favorable change 
in the general situation of affiurs." His msyesty 
concluded this remarkable speech with inform 
ing the two houses that he had communicated^ 
to the parliament of Ireland, at the close of their 
last session, the sentiments expressed to him 
by the British legislature respecting an incor- 
porating union with that kingdom. ** The expe- 
rience of every day," said the monarch, " con- 
firms me in the persuasion that signal benefit 
would be derived to both countries from that 
important measure : and I trust that the disposi* 
tion of my parliatnent there will be found %o: 
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correspond with that which you have xtam- book 

XXXIIL 

fested for the accomplishment of a w^k which v^^^^^-.,^ 
would tend so much to add to the ^security and ^^^* 
happiness of all my Irish subjects, ^nd to con- 
solidate the strength and prosperity of the em- 
pire," . - 

In the> house of lords the address was moved 
hy the marquis of Buckingham. Adverting to 
4;hat part of the royal speech which related to 
the militia, his lordship acknowledged ^^ that 
nothing less than the necessity of t/ns extj'oordi" 
nary war could warrant the least depcMrture 
from the original system. When he ccmt^n** 
plated the events of the present year, and thfj 
siicc^ss which had attended our arms in ahiiost 
every qu^er of the globe, he could not help 
considering these advantages as being far short 
of those which Providence had yet in store for 
us.'' The marquis then expatiated on the im- 
piety, cruelty, and injustice, of the French na- 
tion ; together with the fate which had attend- 
ed every action undertaken on such principles. 
^^ The man who was called the conqueror and the 
hero, was defeated and frustrated in ail his at- 
tempts^ from the battle of Aboukirto the siege 
of Acre. After sitting down bf^fore an incon- 
siderable and ilUfortified town, which he regu- 
larly besieged, he was seen to retreat, loaded, 
4^ith disgrace, and completely defeated^ by a 
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B o ^ K handful of British sailors^ who on that occa* 

XXX HI 

v^^^y^sioR were converted into- soldiers; and }yy the 
1799. fevt Turks \rtiom the pfresence ot bxir small 
naval force, arid, the exbrtittnii of its gaUant 
comipandfer;- ihsjxifed With ctotirage which they 
would otherwise never have displayed." His 
lorddiip then exulted' oi^er' the fate of Tippoo 
Saheb, " whose pride had been humbled to the 
dust, and Whose capital had been taken by our 
army/' ' The astonishing efforts' of the emperor 
of Rttssisfe canie next uwder* his consideration. 
" It Was to the eii^i^g^, cfcnd, above alf, to the 
Jfdelity, of tlUbt illustrious priiice, that Europe 
might be regarded as chiefly indebted for her 
deliverance.'' "The address was seconded by 
lord Amherst, and carried without a division. 

A similaip address, echoing in the usual mode 
the iSentitnents o^ the speech, passed the lower 
hduse with the same^ facility. . 

The measure of engrafting a still larger, pro- 
portion of the militia ititoi;he regular army being 
regarded as of extreine importance, Mr. Plu- 
mer, member fbr Herts, a maii of great public 
and private respectability, moved a call of the 
house ; but ' this was opposed ^nd over-ruled by 
Mr. Pitt, althbu'gh the number of members* bc- 
'- tu^ly ass^mbifeddid nbt amount to two hun- 
dred. J I 

On the .^th of iSeptemfcer Mr, secretary 



Dundai; . moved to briag i(i ,a f)ULfor l^ie ir^duor book 
tion of the militia^ and to enable hia majesty to ,^^^^^^iij^ 
accept the services. of an additional number of ^^99^ 
volunteers. He did not wish to conceal that P*",^'^ ^''^ 

^ further re- 

this motion had in view the emplovment of a^^^ctionof 

r^ the militia- 

greater force on, the continent. The supple- 
mentary militia was brought forward when the 
country was threatened with invasion; but for 
some: tipae pai* ,the iji^e§sity,pf,a Urge.^ta- 
blisbff^eipl; ((kislfiomfi: defei^Qe had b^n gradua(Uy 
weairing,«w-ay;. : ,. . ( ., m 

Mi«. Ti^rjtfey .$(^id ." th^ he ^id\ »Qt object tjo , 

the xnea,^jiu^;in |>f0^l^3it;cire^ ps a bad 

Qne, m «i*efe?as .t<h,th^AppliG?itioiipf.4t> We 
thought ,11iere, \y%$ ijufiiQif i^,arpaj^iin [to pQnote4e 
that i tbi^PiHQli: h^ . no. inclination t<) co-operate 
witfe :oii^«ffQfltsn- Ihhough our. an¥(y rha^ been a 
month ip thft cowntry^ few. joined our cause ; 
and an ob^tina^te resistance had beejm apposed 
to our puagroift : Aft^ a suqcession of severe 
enconistf^rs, wft axnenely Occupjied the positions 
behi at the .ooanxaencemient of our enterprise. 
Holland: iiad. iiow no JS<eet: nothing raa\ained 
tx> the Difetch but their swamps and their cia- 
palfi; an. attempt to pecover which j from their 
presenl possessors^ would oidy tend to make that 
ooiwtey the gnave of Englishmen.'; ; 

Mr. Sluaridaa affirmed that the expedition 
aj^ttRst.HQlland could np^ stftcceed, and ought. 
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BOOK not to have been attempted without a foil as- 

XXXIIf 

v^^-v^surance of the Co-operation of the Dutch na- 
^^^S; tion, which there appeared no reason to ex- 
pect. He hoped, therefore, that ministeri? 
would not persevere in the frtiitless attempt to 
conquer Holland by force ; or, at least, that thc^ 
house would not support administration in such 
destructive obstinacy. 

Mr. Pitt, in his accustomed loftiness of lan- 
guage, assured the house •* that the expedition 
to Holland was undertaken under such auspices 
as would justify the most sanguine hope of suc- 
cess. We can draw," said the minister, ^from 
HUMAN NAT0RE Use^^ the most solid assurance 
of favor and support to our cause. We know 
that there can be no country wUc^ has ever 
tasted French oppression, which has ev^r been 
linked in French fraternity, that does not long 
to shake off the galling yoke. Unless the 
Dutch have lost, not only their national chafac*^ 
ter, but the features of hukak NATtTRE it^lf, we 
must find allies in their hearts, their affections, 
their hopes, and their prayers. If, contrary to 
all he bejiieved, the attempt to rescue Holland 
from the tyranny of France should miscarry/ 
government would still have cause, not merely 
of consolation, but triumph, in the acquis&tiion'' 
of an object fully adequate to justify thier'design 
and compensate for the sacrificelSr If #e cosoMl 
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not secure a friend, at least vre had succeeded book 

XXXIII 

in disannifig an adversary," . v-«^v-^ 

Mr. Windham, in that high tone of arrogant ^^99- 
fiituity ivhich distinguished the faction of the 
Burkites, considered " the inyasion^ and con- 
quest of Holland as only the means towards ac- 
complishing th« great end in view. Could we," 
he^ asked, ^^ be safe, while such a republic as that 
established in ; France continued to exist ? He 
would state £iirly, that both the reduction of 
France, and the total overthrow of the French 
governfnent, was his object and the object of 
those with whom he acted." 

On the 4th of October, the bill having beenrUnaraiUng 
transmitted to the peers, earl Fitzwilliam roseinboth 

, . . J /•. i*ii* houses, to 

m opposition to the principle of it; which histhebiufbr 
lordship affirmed to be not only unjust iix itsreduction^ 
nature, bnt calculated to introduce into the mi-^uia.^ "**' 
litia a degree of insubordination of the most 
perilcHis tendency. When it was J^rougfat inta 
parliament last year, he had foreseen that what 
was then grounded upon a particular CTaergency 
would be resorted to on every occasion as a ge-- 
neral principle. The same reasons which in- 
duced him t0 pppose it at that time, %vere 
strengthened by this proposed extension. The: 
plan waa a breach of the engagement which 
subsisted with men who were raised for a pecu- 
liar purpose under a peculiar sysitem. :. By 
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BOOK changing the nature of their service, go^ern^ 
^^^^^^^iii^ment acted in a manner which thejr had tl^ 
1799' anticipated. 

Lord Holland observed, that the practice which 
had been introduced of sacrificing the militia to 
the regular army, tended to destroy that €on^ 
stitutional system of defence ; ajid he suspected 
that from the beginning it had been in the con-* 
temptation of ministers to render the m^itia siib-^ 
servient to the recruiting of the army— a n^ea- 
sure calculated to disgust the officers in that 
service, the nature of whiqh was different 
from th^-t of a regular army : the views and the • 
/ quaUficatioms were different ; — and his lordi^ip 
> cohcliided with expressing his disapprobation 
of the billi both with reelect to the object and 
the means, The avowed objeet of administra^ 
ti<m was the restoration of the stadthotderV^ 
power ; but this it would be^ extreme fblly and* 
mjuistice to attempt, unless the people of Hol^ 
land thpmselv.es co-op«ated with our 'e^rt», of 
which he saw no probability. 

The earl of Carnarvon forcibly declared that 
this perversion of the militia, once carried into 
execution, irrecoverably destroyed it >' the legis- 
lature could not, with all its dmnipotenee, re^ 
store it; the same confidence could nevei< ber 
. r-evived. Unprofessional gentl^snen cocdd not 
be expected to labor in the formation of xegi- 
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meiits which they were not to command in the book 
hour of danger. They must remember thatv.^^s^,,0 
their zeal and labor had been rewarded by the ^799^ 
transfer of its object to another ; and that those 
vcho directed military arrangements held the 
constitutional system of the militia in aversion, 
and sought every opportunity of depressing its 
ardor and reducing it to a standing army. - 

The lords Grehville and Westmoreland de- 
fended the provisions of the bill throughout, as 
perfectly constitutional ; but the earl of Hard- 
wicke, who spoke on the same side, admitted^ 
with fairness and moderation, that the bill was 
liable to much objection, and contained many 
things grievous and painful to militia officers ; 
but the propriety of enlarging the offensive 
force of the country induced him to give it sup- 
port, much as he deplored the necessity. This 
appeared, on the subsequent division, to be the 
almost unanimous sense of the house; and, 
after voting ^ the supplies required- for two 
months only, both houses of parliament ad- ^ 
journed to the 21st of January, 1800. 

The close of the old and the commencement Ov«5itur« 

n -i 1. . . 1 1 t of the first 

' of the new year were xlistmguished by a trans- consul for 

. . , ^ peace.— 

action most qiomentous in its nature and conse- 
quences. About the end of December lord 
Grenville received a letter from M. Talley- 
rand, secretary for foreign affairs in France, 

VOL. XI. X 
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BOOK dated 5th Nirose^ 8th year, signifying that 
K^^v^he had, by order of his government, dis{iatched 
^59. a messenger with a letter from the first consul 
to his majesty the king of England. Of this ce- 
lebrated epistle, the following is an accurate 
• transcript: — 

« FRENCH REPUBLIC— SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
PEOPLE—LIBERTY— EQUALITY, 

** Rqnapakte, First CoNstJL of ^Ae Republic, to Us 
Majesty the King ^Great Britain and Ireland. 

" Paris, 5th JJivose, 8th year (December 25, 1799). 

" CALLED by the wishes of the French nation to occupy 
the first magistracy of the republic, I think it proper, on en- 
tering into office, to make a direct conununicadcm of it to your 
majesty. 

'' The. war which for eight years has ravagi^d the four quar- 
ters of the world, must it b$ eternal ? Are .there no meaps of 
coming, to an understanding ? 

" How can the two most enlightened nations of Europe, 
powerful atid strong > b<^ond what their safety and indepen^ 
dence require, sacrifi^ ta ideas of vain giteataess th« benefits 
of commerce, internal prosperity^ and the happiness, of fami- 
lies } How is it that they do not feel that peace is of the first 
necessity as well as of the first glory ? 

" These sentiments cannot' be foreign to the heart of your 
majesty ) who reigns oyer a free nation^ and with' the sole view 
of rendering, it happy* 

" Yoxir majesty will only see in^ this overture my sincere 
desire to contribute efficaciously, for the second time, to a ge- 
neral pacification, by a step speedy, entirely of confidence, 
and disengaged from those forms which, necessary perhaps to 
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dbguise the dependence of weak states, prove only in those BOOK 
which are strong the mutual desire of deceiving each other. X^III. 
" France and England, by the abuse of their strength, 1700, 
may still for a long time, to the misfortune of all nations^ re- 
tard the period of their being exhausted. But I will venture to 
say it, the fate of all civilised nations is attached to the termr-^ 
nation of a war which involves the whole world. 

" Of your majesty, 

" Bonaparte/' 

In a few days lord Grenville informed M. isoo. 
Talleyrand " that he had laid before the kingfouyre- 
the two letters transmitted to him; and that histt^EngUsh 
majesty, seeing no reason to depart from those mJnt?" 
forms which have long been established in Eu- 
rope for transacting business with foreign states, 
had commanded him to return, in his name, the 
official answer enclosed. 

** Official NoTE/roOT Lord Grenville to the Mini- 
ster ybr Foreign Affairs at Paris. 

" London, January 4, I8O6. 

** THE king has given frequent proofs of his sincere desire 
for the re-establishment of secure and permanent tranquillity 
in Europe. He neither is, nor has been, engaged in any con- 
test for a vain and false glory. He has hiid no other view 
than that of maintaining against all aggression the rights and 
happiness of his subjects. 

" For these he has contended against an unprovoked at- 
tack ; and for the same objects he is still obliged to contend ; 
nor can he hope that this necessity could be removed by en- 
tering at the present moment into negotiation with those whom 

X 2 
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B O O K a fresh revolution has so recently placed in the exercise of 
^^^^?/~V power in France ; since no real advantage can arise from such 
iSOO. negotiation to the great and desirable object of general peace, 
until it shall distinctly appear that those causes have ceased 
to operate which originally produced the war, and by which 
it has since been protracted, and, in more than one instance, 
renewed. 

" The same system, to the prevalence of which France 
justly ascribes all her present miseries, is that which has also 
involved the rest of Europe in a long and destructive warfare, 
of a nature long since unknown to the practice of civilised na* 
tions. 

" For the extension of this system, and for the extermina- 
tion of all established governments, the resources of France 
have, from year to year, and in the midst of the most unpa- 
ralleled distress, been lavished and exhausted. To this indis- 
criminate spirit of destruction the Netherlands, the United 
Provinces, the Swiss cantons, his majesty^s ancient friends and 
allies, have successively been sacrificed. Germany has been 
ravaged ; Italy, though now rescued from its invaders, ha& 
been made the scene of unbounded rapine and anarchy. His 
majesty has himself been compelled to maintain an arduous 
. and burdensome contest for the independence and existence of 
his kingdoms. 

** Nor have these calamities been confined to Europe 
alone. They have been extended to the most distant quarters 
of the worlds and even to countries so remote both in situation 
and-interest.from the present contest, - that the very existence 
of such a war was perhaps unknown to those who found them- 
selves suddenly involved in all its horrors. 

** While such a system continues to prevail, and while the 
blood and treasure of a niunerous and powerful nation can be 
lavished in its support, experience has shown that nodefence 
but that of open and steady hostility can be availing. The 
most solemn treaties have only prepared the way for fresji 
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aggression ; and it is.to a determined resistance alone that is b O O K 
now due whatever remains in Europe of stability, for proper^ ^^ ^^ ^* 
ty, for personal liberty, for social order, or for the freeexer- isOO.' 
cise of religion. 

" For the security, therefore, of these essential objects, his 
majesty cannot place his reliance on the mere renew;al of ge- 
neral professions of pacific dispositions. Such professions 
have been repeatedly held out by all those who have succes- 
sively directed th^ resources of France to the destruction of 
Europe ; and whom the present rulers have declared to have 
been all, from the beginning and uniformly, incapable of 
maintaining the relations of amity and peace. 

" Greatly, indeed, will his majesty rejoice whenever it 
shall appear that the danger to which his own 'dominions, and 
. those of his allies, have been so long exposed, has really 
ceased-; whenever he shall be satisfied that the necessity of , 
resistance is at an end ; that, after the experience of so many 
years of crimes and miseries, better principles have ultimately 
prevailed in France ; and that all the gigantic projects of am- 
bition, and all the restless schemes of destruction, which have 
endangered the very existence of civil society, have at length 
been finally relinquished. But the conviction of such a 
change, however agreeable to his majesty's wishes, can restilt 
only from experience and the evidence of facts. 

" The best and most natural pledge of its reality and perma- 
nence, would be the restoration of that line of princes which 
for so many centuries maintained the French nation in pros- 
perity at home, and in consideration and respect abroad. 
Such an event would at once have removed, and will at any 
time remove, all obstacles in the way of negotiation or peace. 
It would confirm to France the unmol&ted enjoyment of its 
ancient territory, and it would give to all the other nations of 
Europe, in tranquillity and peace, that security which they 
are now compelled to seek by other means. 

^< But, desirable as such an event must be both to France and 
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B O O K to the world, it is not to this mode exclusively that his 
XXXIII. . - 

y^*^^^^ majesty limits the possibility of secure and solid pacification. 

1 800. His majesty makes no claim to prescribe to France what 

shall be the form of her government, or in whose hands she 

shall vest the authority necessary for conducting the affairs of 

a great and powerful nation. 

" His majesty looks only to the security of his own domi- 
nions and those of his allies, and to the general safety of £u- 
rppe. Whenever he shall judge that such security can in any 
manner be attained, as resulting either from the internal situ- 
ation of that country from whose internal situation the dan- 
ger has arisen-— or from such other circumstances, of whatever 
nature, as may produce the same end — his majesty will eagerly 
embrace the opportunity to concert with his allies the means 
of impiediate and general pacification. 

" Unhappily no such security hitherto exists ; no sufficient 
evidence of the principles by which the new government will 
be directed; no reasonable ground by which to judge of its 
stability. In this situation it can, for the present, only re-r 
main for his majesty to pursue, in conjunction with other 
powers, those exertions of just and defensive war which his 
regard to the happiness of his subjects will never permit him 
either to continue beyond the necessity in which they origi- 
nated, or to terminate on any other grounds than such as may 
best contribute to the secure enjoyment of their tranquillity, 
their constitution, and their independence. 

" Grekville." 

In as short a time as the distance and other 
circumstances would admit, lord Grenville 
received a note from M. Talleyrand, inclosing, 
by command of the first consul, an answer to 
his last communication, " equally official," as 
follows : — 
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" M. Taileyrand to Lord Grenvillb. xxxiil. 

" Paris, a4th Nivoae, 8th year (Jan. 14, 1800). jgoQ. 

" THE official note, under date of the 14th Nivose, the 8tb 
year, addressed by the minister of his Britannic majesty, hav- 
ing been laid before the first consul of the French republic, he 
observed with surorise that it rested upon an opinion which is 
not exact, respecting the origin and consequences of the pre- 
sent war. Very far from its being France which provoked it, 
she had, it must be remembered, from the commencement 
of her revolution, solemnly proclaimed her love of peace and 
her disincUiiation to conquests, her respect for the indepen-* 
dence of all governments ; and it is not to be doubted, that, 
occupied at that time with her own internal aSairs, she would 
have avoided taking part in those of Europe, and would have 
remained faithful to her declarations. 

" But, from an opposite disposition, as soon as the French 
revolution had broken out, almost all Europe entered into a 
league for its destruction. The aggression was real long time 
before it was public. Internal resistance was excited : 
its opponents were favorably received ; their extravagant de- 
clamations were supported ; the French nation was insulted 
in the person of its agents ; and England set particularly this 
example by the dismissal of the minister accredited to her. 
Finally, France was, in fact, attacked in her independence, in 
her honor, and in her safety, long time before war was de- 
clared. 

'* Thus it is to the projects of subjection, dissolution, and 
dismemberment, which were prepared against her, and the 
execution of which was several times attempted and pursued, 
that France has a right to impute the evils which she has suf-« 
fered, and those which have afflicted Europe. Such projects, 
for a long time without example with respect to so powerful 
a nation, could not fail to bring on the most fatal conse^ 
quences* 
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BOOK *\ Assailed on all sides, the republic could not but extend 
, ^^^JJ^ universally the efforts of her defence ; and it is only for the 
1800. maintenance of her independence that she^has made use of 
those means which she possessed in her own strength and the 
courage of her citizens. As long as she saw her enemies ob-* 
stinately refused to recognise her rights, she counted only 
upon the energy of her resistance ; but as soon as they were 
obliged to abandon the hope of invasion, she sought for means 
of reconciliation, and manifested pacific intentions ; and if 
these have not always been efficacious— if, in the midst of the 
critical circumstances of her internal situation which the revo- 
lution and the war have successively brought on, the former 
depositaries of the executive authority in France have not al- 
ways shown as much moderation as the nation itself has shown 
courage — ^it must, above all, be i^nputed to the fatal and per- 
severing animosity with which the resources of England have 
been lavished to accomplish the ruin of France. 

^' But if the wishes of his Britannic majesty, in conformity 
with his assurances, are in unison with those of the French 
republic for the re-establishmefit of peace, why, instead of at> 
tempting the apology of the war, should not attention be 
rather paid to the means of terminating it } And what obsta- 
de can prevent a mutual understanding, of which the utility 
is reciprocal and is felt ; especially when the first consul of 
the French republic has personally given so many proofs of 
his eagerness to put an end to the calamities of war, and of his 
disposition to maintain the rigid observance of all the treaties 
concluded ? 

" The first consul of the French republic could not doubt 
that his Britannic majesty recognised the right of nations to 
choose the form of their government, since it is from the exer- 
ci«E of this ri6ht that he holds his crown. But he has been 

^ unable to comprehend how to this fundamental principle, 
upon which rests the existence of political societies, the mini-^ 

. sters of his majesty could annex insinuations which tend to an 
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inteiference in the internal affairs of the republic ; and which BOOK 
are no, less injurious ^o the French nation and to its govern- ^ ^i^}^ 
ment, than it would be to England and to his majesty if a sort ^^qq.^ 
of invitation were held out in favor of that republican govern- 
ment of which England adopted the forms in the middle of 
the last century ; or an exhortation to recal to the throne < 
that family whom their birth had placed there, and whom a 
revolution compelled to descend from it. 

*' If, at periods not far distant, when the constitutions} 
systttn^f the republic presented neither the strength nor the 
solidity which it contains at present, his Britannic majesty 
thought himself enabled to invite a negotiation and pacific 
conferences, how is it possible that he should not be eager tiow 
to renew negotiations to which the present and reciprocal 
Htuation of affairs promises a rapid progress f On every side 
the voice of nations and of humanity implores the conclusion 
of a war marked already by such great calamities, and the 
prolongation of which threatens Europe with an universal 
convulsion and irremediable evils. It Is^ therefore, to put a 
stop to the- course bf these calamities, or in order that their 
terrible consequences may be reproached to those only who 
shall have provoked them, that the first consul of the French 
republic proposes to put an immediate end to hostilities by 
agreeing to a suspension of arms, and naming plenipotentiaries 
on each side, who shall repair to Dunkirk, or any other town 
as advantageously situated for the quickness of the respective 
communications ; and who should apply themselves, without 
any delay, to effect the re-establishment of peace and good 
understanding between tlie French republic and England. — 
The first consul offers to give the passports which may be ne- 
cessary for this purpose. 

" C. M.Talletrawd." 

To this note the following official answer was 
returned : — 
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XXXIII. *' Lord Grenville to M. Talleyrand. 

I^QQ " Downing-fitreet, January 20, 180O, 

'^ THE official note transmitted by the minister for foreign 
affairs in France, and received by the undersigned ou the X8tli 
instant, has been laid before the king. 

'' His majesty cannot forbear expressing the concern vrith 
which he observes in that note that the unprovoked aggres- 
sions of France, the sole cause and origin of the war, are sy- 
stematically defended by her present rulers under theaam in^ 
jurious pretences by which they were originally attempted to 
bo disguised. His majesty will not enter into the refutation 
of allegations now universally exploded ; and — ^in so far a^ 
they respect his majesty's conduct — ^not only in themselves 
utterly groundless, but contradicted both by the internal evi- 
dence of the transactions to which they relate, and also by the 
express testimony, given at that time, of the government of 
France itself. 

" With respect to the object of the note, his majesty can 
only refer to the answer which he has already given. 

'' He has explained without reserve the obstacles which, in 
.his judgement, preclude, at the present moment, all hope of 
advantage from negotiation. All the inducements to treat 
which are relied upon in the French official note ; the personal 
dispositions which are said to prevail for the conclusion of 
peace, and for the future observance of4reaties ; the power of 
insuring the effect of those dispositions, supposing them to 
exist ; and the solidity of the system newly established after 
so rapid a succession of revQlutions^-"all these are points 
which can be known only from that tesst to which his majesty 
has already referred them, the result of bxperiekce and 

the EYIDEKCE of FACTS. 

" With that sincerity and plainness his anxiety for the re- 
establishment of peace indispensably required, his majesty has 
pointed out to France the surest and speediest means for the 
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attainment of that great object. But he has declared, in b O O R 
terms equally explicit, and with the same sincerity, that he XXXIII. 
entertains no desire to prescribe to a foreign nation the form i^qq 
of its government ; that he looks only to the security of his 
own dominions and of Europe ; and that, whenever that es- 
sential object can, in his judgement, be in any manner what- 
ever sufficiently provided for, he will eagerly concert with his 
allies the means of immediate and joint negotiation for the rc- 
establishment of general tranquillity. 

" To these declarations his majesty steadily adheres ; and 
it is only on the grounds thus stated that his regard to tho 
safety of his subjects will suffer him to renounce that system 
of vigorous defence to which, under the favor of Providence, 
his kingdoms owe the security of those blessings which they 
now enjoy. 

" Grenville." 

The whole of this very extraordinary corre- corre- 
spondence was immediately communicated toKeen^^ 
parliament by message from the king ^ and, onj^dand^^ 
the 28th of January, lord Grenville moved an JtJte ,^i7" 
address to the throne, which he ushered in by {^^m?^' 
an harangue of outrageous abuse -and violence 
against the first consul. ^^ He had multiplied 
violations of all moral and religious duties; he 
had repeated acts of perfidy; his hypocrisies 
were innumerable; and, in the declarations 
which affik'med the French to be true mussul- 
men, he had given us a correct idea of his sin- 
cerity and his principles." The address was— Memo- 
ably opposed by the duke of Bedford, who ob- bate on the 
served " that there were no terms sufficiently**"^^* 
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BOOK strong to censure the littleness which attacked 

XXXIIL 

v,.^,^-y^^the personal character of Bonaparte in order to 
1800. j-^jj^ i^jj^ jj^ ^i^Q estimation of the French na- 
tion. Could these railing accusations/' asked 
his grace, " enable us to negotia,te with more 
effect, or in any degree facilitate the prospect 
of peace?" He concluded with moving an 
amendment to the address, expressive of disap- 
probation, censure, and regret, for the evil 
counsels by which his majesty had been induced 
to reject the advances made for that purpose. 

Lord Romney, though he professed to ap- 
prove the general conduct of ministers, thought 
they had, in this instance, taken wrong ground, 
and had acted improperly in their abrupt rejec- 
tion of the overtures of France. " No bad con- 
sequence^ could have ensued from entering into 
a negotiation, and our preparations might have 
gone on with equal vigor for the succeeding cam- 
. paign. If the terms of Bonaparte had been un- 
reasonable, they might have been refused ; and 
the odium of prolonging the war would have 
devolved on France." His lordship said he 
could not, in consistency with his sentiments, 
vote either for the address or the amendment. 
Lord Carlisle, who approved the rejection of 
the overtures in present circumstances, admitted 
I lie letters of lord Grenville to be violent, and 
apparently indiscreet. But the earl of Liver- 
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pool maintained " that ministers had adopted the b o p k 
only course of security and honor by their replies ^ 
to the proposition of Bonaparte. Until the French 
repealed their decrees, of which one was that they 
had a right to interfere with every government 
upon earth, and another that they had a right to 
annex any part of Europe which fell into their 
hands to th^ republic, no good could be derived 
from any negotiation. All the commerce of 
the world was now brought into oun harbors : 
should we depart from a system which had 
placed us in so prosperous a situation ? "—In 
answer to the latter part of his argument, *lord 
Carlisle admonished the noble earl that this rea- 
soning was decisive against entering into a ne* 
gotiation with France at any time and under 
any circumstances ; and he begged to ask the 
noble lord " whether it was arguing like a philo-^ 
sopher or a statesman to insist that war must be 
Continued in infinitum^ in order that all the ships 
of the world might come into the port of Lon- 
^don?" In the result, though manifest symp- 
toms of dissatisfaction appeared on the part of 
many of the ministerial lords, the address was 
carried by the usual overwhelming majority. 

In the house of commons, Mr. Dundas moved 
(Februarys) a similar address, which he sup- 
ported, after the example of lord Grenville, in 
stigmatising, with the utmost asperity of lan- 
guage, the character and conduct of Bonaparte; 
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BOOK in whose hands, he affirmed, " that all power 
v,^^.,^^-^was now consolidated and concentred. It was 
1800. not," he said, " France in arms which was to be 
dreaded by Great Britain, but the permanent 
existence of a government foanded on bad prin- 
ciples and bad £iith. Such a government must, 
therefore, be overthrown, or its powers rednced^ 
before this country could safely consent to treat. 
He admitted that twice within these four years 
England had entered into negotiation vrith 
France. But the feelings of ministers were re- 
pugnant to the measure, and its i^iccess wouid 
have proved a calamity." 

Mr. Whitbread observed " tlmt every ex- 
pression which could revile, every topic which 
could prejudice, every art which could blacken, 
had been used for the purposes of political 
slander. But even allowing Bonaparte to be 
preciseiy what he had been described, was he 
the only person who could be accused of a vio- 
lation of honor or good faith ? In the subver- 
sion of the Venetian republic, a transaction 
he would not defend, was not Austria equally 
concerned ? Were not both parties alike culpa- 
ble ? England was: now smarting under the 
treachery of Prussia, who took an enormous 
subsidy from lis, and then broke through all 
engagements. Did not three of the first pow- 
ers in Europe divide and appropriate to them^ 
selves theik^oi^tunate kingdom of Poland^ whilst 
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England was a tame spectator ? Yet Austria no ok 
and Russia were still our good and true allies. >^^^iij;^ 
Is not Bonaparte as upright as these ? If he had ^^^^^k 
broken treaties, so had they ; if he had killed his 
thousands, Suwaroff had killed his ten thou« 
sands. Ministers very modestly required that 
Bonaparte should acknowledge himself an 
usurper, recant his principles, descend from the 
exalted situation which he now filled, in order 
that the house of Bourbon might be re-instated. 
But was it really their wish to lavish the blood 
and treasure of England to effect that restora- 
tion ? We were now contending either for this, 
or for the extermination of Jacobinical princi- 
ples. If for the former, we were fighting for an 
unattainable object ; if for the latter, against 
opinions, — ^which could not be eradicated by 
force ; and, in both cases, the contest must en- 
dure as^ long as time itself." 

Mr. Ersfcine- remarked " that whether it were 
politic or impolitic to accede to the armistice 
proposed by Fratice, or eveir to the unqualified 
overture of negotiation, under no circumstances^ 
and at no time, could such an answer as was 
actually returned be either wise or decent from 
the ministers of any nation to any possible pro- 
fessions of conciliation a^d peace. It was /ash, 
insolent, and provoking, without necelssity. 
Had ministers been able, by eight years of in- 
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BOOK vective, to mitigate the evils of the French re- 
s^^^y^ volution ? On the contrary, had we not, by per- 
1800. sisting in an hostile line of conduct^ and dddlar- 
ing France incapable of maintaining the rela- 
tions of peace and amity, placed *helr out of the' 
pale of social community ; and by this means 
heightened, and even created, many of the evils 
which we deplored ? Could it be a matter of 
wonder if France, thus denounced as a public 
enemy, should be actuated by. the spirit of reta- 
liation, and^ in her ungoverhed rage, desolate 
whatever territory she occupied ? Or that, war- 
ring against so formidable a confederacy, the 
rights of nations should be so little respected ? 
Was not the world agitated with portentous 
violence, because the ministers of Great Britain 
had resolved to re-establish an oMer of things 
which had reached its destined period and ex- 
pired ? Mr. Erskitie treated with contempt 
the idea that the present overture from the first 
consul was to be rejected as insincere^ Sur- 
rounded with perils, at the head of an untried 
government, menaced by a great confi^eracy, 
of which England was the ac]{:nowledg^d chief, 
compelled to press heavily on the resource* of 
an exhausted people, peace was undoubtedly 
his interest ; and he might be reasonably ex- 
pected to make great sacrifices for the re-esta- 
blishment of the national tranquillity. In every 
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view he disapproved the answer which had b o o it 
been sent by ministers to Bonaparte. It ap-v,^-^!^ 
peared to him to be pregnant with danger, and i^^* 
jto entail an awful responsibility upon those who 
advised and those who supported it," 

The attention of the house was then attracted 
by a labored and eloquent oration from the 
chancellor of the exchequer, who, embracing a 
very large scope, endeavoured by every possiUe 
. artifice of rhetoric, taking a retrospective view of 
things from the very commencement of the revo- 
lution, to revive and inflame to the utmost all 
the angry and malignant passions of human na^ 
ture, against a nation from which such frank smd 
generous overtures for the renewal of amity had 
so recently proceeded. Mr. fttt stated to the 
house, that the foundation of the reasoning of 
the last speaker, and his grand argument for iok- 
mediate treaty, was the suppoi^ impossibility 
of overturning the French revolution; and that 
it would not only be imprudent but impious to 
struggle any longer against the order of things^ 
which — ^upon he knew not what idea of prede-* 
stination^ie regarded as immortal. Mr. Pitt 
acknowledged that he did indeed consider the 
revolution as the severest trial whicih the visita* 
tion of Providence had ever yet inflicted on the 
nations of the earth : but he could not help re- 
flecting with satisfaction that this country, even 

VOL. XL y 
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BOOK under such a trial, had not only been exempted 
^^^-v^fr^in those calamities which had covered almost 
1800. every other part of Europe, but appeared to hare 
been reserved as a refuge and asylum to those 
who fled from its persecution > as a barrier to op* 
pose its progress > and, perhaps, ultimately as an 
instrumetit to deliver the World from the crimeife 
and miseries which have attended it. Mr. Pitt, 
in adverting to the origin of the war, affirmed 
that the refusal to recognise M. Chauvelin in the 
capacity of ambassador from the republic, in no 
sort accelerated that event. He maintained^! on 
the contrary, that an opportunity was afforded 
for discussion as fiilly as if a regular and accre- 
dited minii^er had been resident here, but that 
all the explanations On the side of France were 
inadmissible. He justified the rejection of M. 
Chauvelin's new credentials. We had a right 
to reply to M. Chauvelin> when he tendered 
them, * We hate had no satisfaction for the 
injuries we have received ; no security fi-om the 
dangers with which we are threatened : under 
these circumstances we wUl not accept your 
new credentials; the former you have your- 
selves recalled by the sacrifice of your king.' 
Mr* Pitt, after uttering in this strain a long and 
furious invective against the French republic,, 
observed " that it was after receiving the mosi 
insulting declarations from the government of 
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France, under the name of explanations, that b 6 o k ^ 
M. Chauveiih was required to depart : and even>^^^^i^ 
after that period— he was aknost ashamed to re- i^^* 
cord it — ^we did not on our part shut the door 
against other attempts to negotiate. But this 
transaction was immediately followed by the de- 
claration of war — not proceeding from England 
in vindication of her rights, but from France as 
the completion of her insults* And, on a war 
thus originating, could it be doubted by an En- 
glish house of commons whether the aggression 
Was imputable to this country or to France ? or 
whether the manifest aggression on the part of 
France was the result of any thing but the prin- . 
ciples which characterise the French revolu- 
tion ? 

^* The only objection to this simple statement 
of facts was to be found in the insinuation con- 
tained in the note from France, that this coun- 
try had, previous to the transactions to which 
he had referred, encouraged and supported the 
combination of other powers directed against 
the French nation. 

" Upon investigating the subject, the proofs 

which contradicted such an insinuation wer^ 

ft 

innumerable. In the year 1792, Russia con- 
ceived, as well as ourselves, a natural and just 
alarm for. the balance of Europe, and applied to 
learn our sentiments. In our answer we im- 
. Y 2 
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s^^v^An<l ^^ communicated this answer to the court 
1800. Qf Berlin, with whom we were connected in de- 
fensive alliance* On the 29th of December, 
^ 1792, a dispatch was sent from lord GrenVille 
to his majesty's minister in Russia, stating 
* the line of conduct to be followed previous to 
the conunencement of hostilities, with the view» 
if possible, to avert them, and the nature and 
amount of the forces which the powers engaged 
in this concert might be enabled to use, suppos- 
ing such extremities unavoidable/ — ^As to the 

^ first, it appeared most advisable that the powers 

not liitherto engaged in the war should propose 
to the French nation terms of peace ; — that those 
terms should be the withdrawing their arms 
within the limits of the French territory — ^the 
abandoning their conquests — the rescinding any 
acts injurious to the sovereignty or rights of any 
other nation — ^and the giving, in some public 
and unequivQcal manner, a pledge of their in- 
tention no ktfiger to foment troubles or excite 
disturl)ances against other governments. In re- 
turn ibr thesestipulations, the di£ferent potentates 
of Europe who should be parties to this mea- 
sure, might engage to abandon all measures or 
views of hostility against France, or interference 
ill 4ier internal affairs; and to maintaii^ a cor- 
respondence and intercourse of amity with the 
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<^xisting powers in that country with whom such book 
a treaty may be concluded. If, on the result of v««p^v^ 
this proposal so made by the potentates acting in ^*^' 
concert, these terms should not be accepted by 
France, or, being accepted, should not be satis- 
fectorily performed, the different powers might 
then engage themselves to each other to enter 
into active measures, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the ends in view ; and it may be to be con-* 
sidered, whether, in such case, they might not 
reasonably look to some indemnity for the ex- 
penses and hazards to which they would neces- 
sarily be exposed/'— As to the second point, viz. 
" that of the forces to be employed," Mr. Pitt 
thought it unnecessary then to speak. 

The minister, on finishing this recital, asked^ 
in a very high and lofty tone, *^ whether ft was 
possible to conceive any measure to be adopted, 
in the situation in which we then stood, which 
could more evidently demonstrate our desire, 
after repeated provocations, to preserve peace 
on any terms consistent with our safety? of 
whether any sentiment could now be suggested 
which would have more plainly marked our mo- 
deration^. forbearance, and sincerity?** — ^He de- 
clared', " that he was, upon this account, far fromf 
(Challenging the applause of his country; for 
he confessed that ministers were too slow in an- 
ticipating the danger resulting from revolu- • 
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BOOKtionary principles, against which, nothing but 
v.i0^v^vigorous and open hostility can afford complete 
1800. Q^^ adequate security*. You cannot,'* said 
this eloquent orator, "look at the map of £u-« 
rope, and lay your hand upon that country 
against which France has not either declared an 
open End aggressive war, or violated some posi- 
tive treaty, or broken some recognised principle 
of the law of nations. The all-searching eye of 
the French revolution looks to every part of Eu- 

* The paper 90 vauntingly panegyrised on the part of Mr. 
Pitt for its forbearance find inoderation, was in fact flagrantly 
insidious, and decidedly hostile to France, Scarcely had the 
war commenced, when France, then under the constitutional 
monarchy, applied earnestly to England to mediate between 
her and the Germanic powers. This was refused on the shal- 
low pretext that it was not desired by both the belligerent 
parties:, and the English court saw the invasion of France, 
and the probable dismemberment of her provinces, with ap- 
parent complacency ; but no sooner had the war taken a dif- 
ferent turn,* and France had not only repelled her invading 
foes, but occupied an extensive portioi^ of their territory, than 
the court of London made overtures to ^i^sis^, to pompel 
France to make ignominious retractations, and to conclude a 
peace upon condition of relinquishing all her acquisitions. 
These imperious demands it was previously certain that 
France would not comply with : in which case the mediat- 
^ ING POWERS might engage themselves in active measures, to 
obtain not only security, but indemnity, at the expense 
of the republic. Such was the boasted candor and impar-* 
tiality of the British government in this great contest between 
. * Fi;anpe and her continental enemies ( 
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pope and every quarter of the world in which can book 
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be found an object either of acquisition or plun-s«^v^ 
der. Nothing is too great for the temerity of its ^®^- 
ambition ; nothing too small or insignificant for 
the grasp of its rapacity. Even to India mes- 
sengers were sent, for the purpose of inculcating 
war in those distant regions on revolutionary 
principles. An insatiable love of aggrandise- 
ment — an implacable spirit of destruction 
against all the civil and religious institutions of 
every country y-^this is the first moving and 
acting spirit of the French revolution. This is 
the spirit which animated it at its birth, and this 
is the spirit which will not desert it till the mo- 
ment of its dissolution. — From the alliance of 
the most horrid principles with the most horrid 
means only, could such calamities have been 
brought upon Europe. Groaning under every 
degree of misery, the victim of its own cringes, 
France still retains new and unexampled capaci- 
ties of annoyance and destruction against all the 
other powers of Europe." 

After dwelling very long on this part of his 
subject, Mr. Pitt adyerted to the different ne- 
gotiations for peace which had taken place.— 
^' It had," he said, "been affirmed^ that the ne- 
gotiation of 1796 was broken off on the single 
point of the possession of the Netherlands ; and 
therefore, upon this ground only has the war 
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Vrv^ ^^t on the decision of this question of po- 
^^^- Key and expediency that the issue of the ne- 
gotiation tl>en turned. What was required of 
us by France, was not merely that we should 
acquiesce in her retaining the Netherlands; l^t 
that we should,' as a preliminary to all treaty 
and all discussion, recognise the principle, that 
whatever France, in time of war, had annexed 
to the republic, must remain inseparable for 
ever, and could not become the subject of nego- 
tiation. In refusing suc^ a preliminary, we 
were only resisting the claim of France to arro- 
gate to itself the power of controlling, by i*^ 
own separate and municipal acts, the rights and 
interests of other countries, and moulding, at its 
discretion^ a new and general code of the law 
of nations*/* In the year 1797, Mr. Pitt said, 

*' But Mr. Pitt dare not assert, in plain terms, that En-* 
gland would or ought to have continued the w^r in opposition 
to the abstract claim of the French government, if the Aus- 
trian Low Countries had not been accidentally included in 
the scope of it. No recognition of the claim was required — ^it 
* was a question merely of terms ; and the indubitable fact is, 
that the negotiation of 179^ broke off precisely and specifi- 
cally, on the peremptpry domand, or sim qua noMy of lord 
JMalmesbury, for tbe restoration of the Netherlands. It 
would indeed .have been inexpressibly absurd to have broken 
off the negotiation in consequence of any such mere theoreti- 
cal or speculative assumption on the part o^ France*; but 
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under the pressure of a necessity which he b o o k ^ 
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should not disguise^ we made another attempt v^^^-v^ 
to negotiate. " It was not now a demand that ^®^- 
France should restore any thing-— Austria hav- 
ing made peace upon her own terms. So fai^ 
from retaining any French possessions in our 
own hands, we freely offered them all ; requir- 
ing only, as a poor compensation, to retain a 
part of what we had acquired by arms frcwn 
Holland, then identified with France. This pro- 
pose also was proudly refused, in a way wiiich 
had been reprobated by the general v<Mce of the 
country.^' Having exhausted the stores of his 
eloquence on this tojuc, and the subsequent con- v 

duct of France respecting Switzerland, America, 
and Egypt, he came at length to the considera- 
tion of the question before the house. " A cha- 
racteristic of the republic of France, as striking 
as its power of destruction, was its instability, 
which was of itself sufficient to annihilate all 
confidence in its rulers. Such had been the in- 
credible rapidity with which the revolutions in 
France had succeeded each otlier, that the names 

when that speculative assumption involved in it a practical 
point, which the court of London was determined not to give " ^ 
up, it was CQWcenient to exhibit the theoretical claim in the 
most odious colors, and to represent it as the sole cause, 
though in reality no cause at all, of the failure of the nego- 
tiation.. 
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Wtf^v^lute power under the pretence of Jiberty, were to 
1800. jj^ numbered by the years which had elapsed. 

" Having taken a view of what France was," said 
the minister, *' let us now examine what it is. 
A supreme power is placed at the head of this 
nominal republic, with a more open avowal of 
military despotism than at any former period. 
The different institutions, republican in form and 
appearance, which were before the instruments 
of that despotism, are now annihilated. They 
have given way to the absolute power of one 
man, concentrating in himself all the authority 
of the state, and differing from other monarchs 
only in this, that he wields a sword instead of a 
sceptre. What, in these circumstances, is the 
confidence we are to derive, either from the frame 
of the government, pr from the character and 
conduct of the perspn who is now the absolute 
ruler of France ?'* 

Mr, Pitt then took a most minute and ma<* 
lignant survey of the public conduct of Bona- 
parte, from the conunencement of his civil and 
. military career to the present period, in France, 
in Italy, and in Egypt. " His acts of perfidy," 
he said, " were copamensurate with the number of 
his treaties; and ^we trace the history of those 
deeds which have been stained by the most atro- 
pious cruelty, and marked the most strongly with 
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the characteristic features of the revolution, the book 
name of Bonaparte will be found allied to more y^j^^^ 
of them than that of any other which can be ^^oo. 
handed down in the narrative of the crimes and 
miseries of the last ten years. But it will per- 
haps be argued, that,. whatever may be his cha^ 
racter, or whatever has been his past conduct, 
he has nbw an interest in making and observing 
peace. This was to him a doubtful proposition : 
that it was his interest to negotiate, he readily 
would acknowledge ; and. to negotiate with this 
country separately, in order to loosen and dis^ 
solve the whole system of the confederacy on the 
continent ; to palsy at once the arms of Russia 
Qf of Austria, or of any other country that 
Di^ight look to Great Britain for support. But 
on what grounds are we to be convinced that he 
has an interest in concluding a' solid pacifica* 
tion ? What other security has he for retaining 
his newly-acquired power than the sword ? He is 
^ stranger, a foreigner, and an usurper. He ap- 
peals to his fortune ; and placing his whole re- 
liance on military support, can he afford to let 
his military renown pass away? to let his laurels 
wither ? to let th^ meipory of his trophies sink 
' in obscurity ? What grounds have we to be- 
lieve that this new usurpation, more odious and 
more undisguised than all that preceded it, will 
be more durable ? I say not that we will in no. 
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s,^ip^v-i^of the answer returned to the French note, I sajr 
180a fj^^^ ^Q ought to wait for experience and the 
EVIDENCE of FACTS befoTC wc are convinced that 
such a treaty is admissible. Considering the im- 
portance of obtaining complete security for the 
objects for which we contend, we ought not to 
be discouraged too soon ; but the limits, beyond 
which it would be wrong to persist, can be deter- 
mined-only by estimating and comparing fairiy, 
from time to time, the degree of security to b<* 
obtained by treaty, and the risk and disadvan- 
tage of continuing the contests If there ap- 
peared agns of a stable governAient, not now 
to be traced; — ^if the danger of the contest 
should increase, whilst the hope of ultimate suc- 
cess should be diminished ; these considerations 
would have their due weight* But if the que- 
. stion is no longer between naonarchy and ^en 
the pretence and name of liberty, but between 
the ancient line of hereditary princes on the one 
hand, and a military tjo^nt, a foreign usurper, 
on the other; — if the armies of that usurper are 
likely to find sufficient occupation on the fron- 
tiers, and to be forced at length to leave the in- 
terior of the country at liberty to manifest its 
real feeling and disposition; what reaason have we 
to anticipate that the restoration of monarchy, 
under such circumstances^ is impracticable ? And 
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the world, whether the throne of France is to hcs^^^^.^^^ 
filled by a prince of the house of Bourbon, or by ^^^• 
him whose principles and conduct I have en- 
deavoured to develope ? Is it nothing whether a 
system shall be sanctioned which confirms, by • 
one of its fundamerftal articles, a general transfer 
of property from its ancient and lawful posses- 
sors ; which holds out one of the most terrible 
examples of national injustice; and which has, by 
this very act of injustice, furnished the great re- 
source of revolutionary finance and revolutionary 
strength against all the powers of Europe ? It is 
true indeed, that even the gigantic and unnatural 
means by which that revolution has been sup- 
ported, are so f^-r impaired, the influence of its 
principles and the terror of its arms -so far . 
weakened, and its power of action so miich con- 
tracted and circumscribed, that, against .the em- 
bodied force of Europe, prosecuting a vigorous 
war, we may justly hope that the remnant md 
^reck of this system cannot long oppose an ef- 
fectual riesistance. At this moment I see no pos- 
sibility of such a peace as would be attended with 
any of t;he advantages of established tranquillity; 
Mid as I cannot be content with its nominal at-^ 
t^inmeats, I will not grasp at tlie sliadow when 
tl;i^ reajity js beycmd my r^cb— -C«r ?gUnr pa^ 
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' ^ esse non potest r 

Ml". Fox immediately rose in reply. ** All 
parties," said this i*enowned orator and^ states^ 
man, " are agreed in opinion, that the present ii^ 
a new jera of the War : yet th6 right honorable 
gentleman does not seem to think atny new ar- 
guments, necessary to induce us to persevere in 
it. All the topics which have sc) often misled 
us— oil the reasoning which has so invariably 
failed — all the lofty predictions which have been 
so constantly falsified by events--all the hopesr 
tvhich have amused the sanguine, and all the as-* 
surances of the distress and weakness of the enemy 
which have satisfied the unthinking, are again 
enumerated and advanced as arguments for out 
continuing the war. Were we not told, five 
years ago, that France was not only on the verge 
of ruin, but actually sunk in the gulf of bank^ 
fuptcy; that she could not hold out another 
campaign ; and that we had nothing to do but to 
persevere for a short time in order tKi save our- 
selves fofv ever fi^om the consequences of her 
ambition and her jacobinism? Aftw having 
gone on from year to year upon asstimnces like 
these, and after having seen the repeated refu- 
tatfons of every prediction, are we again to be 
gravely and seriously, told that we have th^ 



1800. 



GEoiiOE nr; - s^s 

same prospect of success on the sam^ identical book 
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grounds ? And upon those assurances and pre-s 
dictions, which have so uniformly failed, we are 
called upon, not merely to refuse all negotiation, 
but to countenance principles and views as di- 
stant from wisdom and justice as they are in their 
nature wild and impracticstble. I must lament, 
in common with every genuine friend of peace, 
the harsh and unconciliating language which mi- 
nisters have made use of in their answer to a re- 
spectful offer of negotiation. Such language 
hg,s ever been reprobated and considered as ex- 
tremely unwise by the most celebrated diplo* 
matic charatcters. I must Irnnent that such li* 
cense has this night been given to invective and 
reproach; send that the right honorable gentle- 
man has entered with such severity and minute* 
ness of investigation into all the early circum- 
stances of the war, which, whatever they were, 
are nothing to the present purpose. I certainly 
shall not follow him in his details j but I will tell 
him, fiiirly and candidly, that, until I see better 
grounds for changing my opinion than any he 
has this night produced, I shall continue to think 
and to affirm that this country was the aggressor 
in the war betwixt France and England. But 
with regard to Austria and Prussia, no maa can, 
against the evidence of documeiits so clear and 
decisive, plausibly contend that they were not 



336 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BOOK engaged in a war of aggression. The unfortu- 
\^0..y^^nBte monarch, Louis XVL, himself, as well as 
1800. those who were in his confidence, have bonye 
testknony to the fact that between him and the 
emperor there existed a perfect understandings. 
No man can read the declarations of Pilnitz and 
» Mantua, as they are given by M. Bertrand de 
Moleville, without perceiving an intention on 
thejpart of the great powers of Germany to in- 
terfere by force in the internal government of 
France. Was it not a menace and an insult to 
France to declare, that, whenever the other pow- 
ers of Europe should concur, they would attack 
France, with whom they were then at pjsace ? 
And, when we see it established on the most in- 
disputable testimony that both at Pilnitz and 
Mantua declarations werie made to this effect, it 
is idle to say that, as far as the emperor and the 
king of Prussia were concerned, they were no* 
the aggressors in the war. As to the decree of 
November, which the right honorable gentleman 
styles an act of heinous aggression on the part 
of France, I am not one of those who attach 
much interest to wild indiscriminate proposi-^ 
tions thrown out at random ; nor do I think it 
consistent with the dignity of a great nation to 
apply to itself menaces of this vague and gene« 
ral nature. If any such provocation should be 
deemed worthy of UQtice, an explanation oughts 
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in the first instance^ to be demanded ; and^ in b o o k 
the present case, we all know that MXhauve-s^^^^Iiij 
lin did give an explanation of this offensive de* ^^^* 
cree. He declared, in the name of his govern- 
ment, ^ that it was never meant to favor insur^ 
rections; that France would respect, not only the 
indep^idence of £ngland, but also that of her 
allies with whom the republic was not at war/' 
A nation^ to justify itself, in appealing to the last 
solemn resort, ought to prove that it had taken 
every possible means, consistent with its dighity, 
to obtain, for any injury offered, such repa^ 
ration and redress as would be satisfactory; 
and, if she refused fairly and candidly to expliiin 
what would be satis&ctory, she did not do her 
duty, nor exonerate herself from the charge of 
being the aggressor. The right-honorable gen- 
tleman has this night, for the first time^ pro* 
duced a most important paper — ^the instruction? 
which were given to his majesty's minister at 
the court of St. Petersburg about the end of the 
year 1792, to prevent, by the joint mediation of 
England and Russia, the evils of a general war. 
This the right-honorable gentleman seems disf 
posed to take blame to himself for^ and to make 
the subject of his apology — 2uad solum excusat^ 
Iwc solum miror in ilh. But why was not this idea 
acted upon ? The merit of this paper is confined 
to the composition. It was a fine theory never 

VOL. XI. z - 
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B o o R to be carried into practice. This dispatdi^ or the 
^^^^!^8ubstance of it, was never commanicated to the 
1800, French, never acted upon, never known to the 
world until this day. On the contrary, at the 
very time that ministers had drawn up this paper,, 
they were insulting M.Chanvelin in every way ; 
until, about the asd or 24th of January, they 
finally dismissed him without stating any one 
ground upon which they were willing to preserve 
terms with the French; and knowing that, by 
the treaty of 1786, the dismissal of a ministar 
was to be considered as tantamount to a dedam^ 
tion of war. In all this I am not justifying the 
French. I am not striving to absolve them 
from blame either in their internal or ext^mal^ 
policy. I think, on the contrary, that their sue- 
, cessive rulers have been as bad as any that the 
world ever saw. I think it impossftde that it 
sho)uld have beafi otherwise. They could not 
have lived so long under their ancient masters 
without imbibing the restless ambition, the per- 
.fidy, and the insatiable spirit of the Bourbon 
race ; and, through their whole career of mis- 
chief and of crimes, they have done no more 
than servilely trace the steps %ai Louis the grand 
MONARQUE. I ther^re contend, that, as we 
never scrupled to^ treat with the princes of the 
house of Bourbon on account of their i^acity, 
their thirst of conquest, their violation of trear 
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ought not to refuse to treat with their republi-x^^^^ 
can imitators. The right-honorable gentleman ^*W' 
makes it his boast that he was prevented, by a ^ 
predilection for the system of neutrality, from 
taking timely measures of precaution. But this 
neutrality, which respected only the internal 
rights of the French, and from which the people 
of England would never have departed but for 
the impolitic and hypocritical cant which was 
employed to arouse their jealousy and alarm their 
fears, was very different from the great principle 
of political prudence which ought to have ac- 
tuated the councils of the nation on seemg the 
first steps of France towards a career of external 
conquest. My opinion is, when the unfortu* 
nate Louis offered and even entreated us to me* 
4iate between him and the allied powers of Aui5* 
tria and Prussia, that England should hare ac* 
cepted the offer, and exerted her influence to 
save the nations of Christendom from the cala- 
mities with which they were threatened. Hav- 
ing not done so, ministers have no right to talk 
about the aggression of France and the violated 
rights of Europe. If this war of reproach ,and 
invective is to be countenanced and continue 
against th6 French, surely we ought not to be 
wholly indifferent to the character of other 
powers, with whom we maintain a connesiidn of 
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^^j^^a^l thought so at the time ; and so the petitions on 
1800, yo^^ table stated it to be. But who does not re* 
collect with what contempt those petitions were 
treated^ and how. little they ware allowed to 
speak the sense of the people. Now we find 
these petitions did speak the sense of the people^ 
and that ministers acted upon it in contempt of 
the vote of parliament. The negotiation of 1796 
broke off upon the question <^ Belgium . * This/ 
pays the right-honorable gentleman^ ^ is a mis- 
take : ^it went off on account of a monstrous 
principle sidvanced by Ymnce, incompatible with 
all negotiation/ But^ in the succeeding year, a 
new negotiation was, by the solicitation of the 
English government, opened vnth the French at 
Lisle, without waiting for the retractation of this 
incompatible principle, and with all the enormities 
of the French upon their heads. I do not blame 
ministers for this ; but I insist that the fcHmoer ne^ 
gotiation could not, as the right-honorable gentle- 
, man pretends, have been broken off in consequence 
pf the avowal of any such incompatible principle, 
^^ But ministers tell us they have iK>t refused all 
discu^Bsfon, They have declared the restoration 
pf the house qf Bourbon to be an event which 
wbuld inunediatel^ remove every obstacle to ne^ 
gotiation. If the restoration of that house be 
the wiOi pf tije French nation, I, for one, sh^U fee 
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perfectly content to acquiesce ; but^ as an En- book 
glishman, actuated by English feelings, I cannot v,^pv-0 
wish for their restoration to the power which ^^^* 
they abused. I feel for their situation; I re- 
spect their distresses; but I cannot forget that 
the history of the century is little more than an 
account of the calamities arising from their in- 
trigues, their perfidy, and their ambition. 

*^ The restoration of the house of Bourbon is, 
however, denied to be a sine qua non. The right- 
honorable gentleman, in language whidi I do 
not' understand, talks of limited possibilities^ 
which may induce ministers to treat with Fraiice, 
though this restoration should not take place* 
But these must depend upon experijsnce and 
the EVIDENCE of FACTS ; and, in order to conv 
vmce the house that new evidence is requisite, 
he goes back to all the earliest acts and crimes 
of the revolution; to all tl^ atrocities of the 
governments which have pasi^ed away ; and con- 
tends that he must have experieiice of the adidp- 
tion of a purer and better system, by which 
he may be sure that France shall be capable of 
maintaining the relations of peace and amity. It 
seems^ therefore, that the war is to be continued 
till aD the peaceable virtues are excited, and for 
the very purpose of exciting them. Wha* can 
we say of such a test, but that it is hopeless? It 
IS th^ nature of war^to inflame animoi^ty, not 
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BOOK to generate moderation; to exasperate, not to 
^^2^?li^800th; to widen, not to approximate ; and, during 
1800. the continuance of hostility, it is ridiculous to re- 
quire evidence of a peaceable demeanor- 

« But it is held to be a degradation to treat with 
an usurper, a military despot, whose power it is 
taken for granted will be short-lived. Was not 
the government erected by Julius Caesar a mili- 
tary despotism? and yet it lasted for five or six 
hundred years. Cromwell was an usurper, yet 
France and Spain did not refuse to treat with 
him uppn that account. It may be said that the 
splendor of his talents and the success of his 
arms gave weight and auUiority to his govern- 
ment. But may not the same be affirmed of 
Bonaparte ? Is not he a man of great abilities ? 
and are not the French as likely to acquiesce in his 
government as the English were in that of Crom- 
well ? For this the right-honorable gentleman 
prof^ses to wait. But will nqt the very test 
required, the acquiescence of the people of 
France in his government, give him an advan- 
tage-ground in the negotiation which he does 
not possess now? Is it quite sure that he will 
then treat on the same terms as now ? Will he 
not have one interest less than at present to de- 
sire peace? and is it politic to overlook a favora- 
fpile occasion of terminating this destructive, war 
fpr ^ Chp-nce so extremely doubtful? Thes^ ar$ 



1800, 
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the considerations I would urge on his majesty's book 

. , , . ^ ^ XXXIII, 

ministers, against the dangerous experiment ois. 
waiting for the acquiescence of the people of 
France. 

** But the right-honorable gentleman has an- 
other salvo in store : — * If the allies of this coun- 
try shall be less successful than may reasonably 
be expected, in stirring up the people of France, 
and in the further prosecution of the war ; or if 
the pressure of the war should be heavier upon 
us than it would be convenient to the nation for 
a continuance to bear' — ^then the right-honora- 
ble gentleman would consent to treat even with 
Bonaparte. I have often blamed the minister 
for being disingenuous and insincere : on the 
present occasion I certainly cannot charge him 
with any such thing : he has made to-night a 
most honest confession : he is open and candid : 
he tells Bonaparte what he has to' expect : — ^^ I 
mean,' says he, * to do every thing in my power 
to raise up the people of FwMice against you. I 
have engaged a number of allies, and4>ur com- 
bined efforts shall be used to excite insurrection 
and civil war in France: if I succeed, — ^well; 
but if I fail, then I will treat with you. My 
resources being exhausted, and my solid system 
of finance vanished into air, you will see 
me renounce my high tone, my attachment to 
the house of Bourbon^ my abhorrence of your 
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BOOK crimes, my alarm at your principles.* Is this a 
j^^^^^^^Iiil^political language for one state to hold to an* 
1800. other ? And what sort of peace does the right 
honorable gentleman expect to receive in that 
case ? Does he think that Bonaparte would grant 
to baffled insolence, to humiliated pride, to dis- 
appointment and imbecility, the same terms 
which he would be ready to give now? 

" Sir, what is the question to-night ? We are 
called upon to support mitiisters in refiising a 
frank, candid, and respectful offer of negotiation ; 
and to countenance them in continuing the war. 
But let us for a moment suppose that ministers 
had been inclined to adopt the line of conduct 
which they pursued in 1796 and 1797> and that 
the address purported to contain thanks to his 
miyesty for accepting the overture, and for open- 
ing a negotiation to treat for peace. I appeal to 
all the members of this house — ^I desire them to 
lay their hands upon their hearts, and to say 
whether they would not have cordially voted for 
such an ; address. Had the address breathed the 
spirit of peace, your benches would have re- 
sounded with praises and rejoicings; and I ask for 
the votes of none but those who, in the secret 
confession of dieir conscience, admit at this in*- 
stant, while they hear me, tliat they would have 
cheerfully and heartily voted with the ministef 
^ for an address directly the reverse of this. If 
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every gentlemen of that deacription should vote book 
with me, I should be this night in the greatest v^^^s^^O 
m^ority that ever I had the honor to vote with ^^^• 
in this house. 

« We have heard to-night many acrimonious 
invectives against Bonaparte — against the whole 
course of hid conduct — and against the unprinci- 
pled manner in which he seized upon the reins of 
govemnieht: I will not make his defence. I 
. think all this sort of invective, which is used only 
to inflame the passions of this house and of the 
country, exceedingly ill-timed, and very impo-' 
litic — but I repeat, that I will not make his de« 
^nce. I am not sufficiently in possession of ma- 
terials upon whkh to form an opinion on the 
charactar of this extraordinary man. On his ar- 
rival in France he found the government in a very 
unsettled state, and the whole affairs of the re- 
public deranged, crippled, and involved: he 
thought it necessary to reform the government, 
- and he reformed it in a way which may be deemed 
most natural to a military man — by seizing on 
the whole authority himself. It will not be ex- 
pected from me, that I should either approve or 
apologise for such an act ; but why the right- 
honorable gentleman should be so violently in- 
dignant upon this occasion, I cannot discover. 
Is it not the system which was so happily and so 
fl4yantageously established of late all over Ire*^ 
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BOOK land ? and which, even now, the government 
C^^^^^Iiil/may at its pleasure proclaim over^the whole of 
I8W. tijat kingdom — and this at a time when the peo- 
ple of Ireland are called upon to discuss the in- 
teresting and momentous question of a legislative 
union? This the right-honorable gentleman 
thinks precisely the period, and these the circum- 
stances, in which she may best declare her 
free and unbiassed opinion. What right have 
ministers, then, to exclaim against military des- 
potism in France? — ^But it seems Bonaparte has 
broken his oaths— he has violated h\^ oath of 
fidelity to the constitution of the third year. I 
confess myself of the number of those who think 
that such oaths ought not to be exacted : they are 
seldom or never of any effect; and I am not for 
sporting with a thing so sacred as an oath. Who 
ever heard, that, in revolutions, the oath of fide- 
lity to the former government was regarded ? The 
violation of their oaths of allegiance was never 
imputed to the people of England when they ex- 
pelled the house of Stuart, and will never in 
similar circumstances be imputed as a crime to 
any people. But who brings forward this charge 
of perjury? — ^he who desires the whole French 
nation to violate the oaths they have so recently 
taken, and who makes the success of his project 
depend entirely upon that national act of perjury. 
'^ We are told that Bonaparte has declared it 
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^ his Opinion, that the two governments of book 

XXXIII 

Great Britain and of France cannot exist toge-v.^..y^ 
ther. After the treaty of Campo Formio, he sent ^^^• 
two confidential persons (Berthier and Monge) 
to the directory, to say so m his name. Sup- 
posing it to be true that this absurd and pu- 
erile assertion was actually made by Bonaparte, 
has not the right-honorable gentleman in this 
house said the same thing ? — in this, at least, 
they resemble one another ; they have both niade 
this assertion, and they are perhaps the only 
two persons upon earth who liave adopted this 
^ntiment. If we are to reason on facts instead . 
of assertion, I should think it equally the interest 
and the inclination of Bonaparte to make peace. 
His measure of military glory is full : it maybe tar- 
liished by a reverse of fortune, and can hardly be 
increased by any new laurels : p^ace would secure 
to him what he has achieved, and fix the incon- 
stancy of fortune. — Sir, I have done. I have told 
you my opinion.'' I think you ought to have given 
fi civil, clear, and explicit answer to the overr 
ture which was fairly and handsomely made to 
you. If you were desirous that the negotiation 
js^buld have included all your allies, as the means 
of bringing about a general ,peace, you should 
|iave told Bonaparte SO; but I believe you were 
afraid of his agreeing to' the pro}>osal. I know 
that public opinion, if it could be collected, would 
be for peace as much now as in 1797; iuid I know 
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BOOK that it 18 only by public opinion^ not by a sense 
K^^^t^^of duty, not by the inclmation of their xninds^ 
1800. tjjat ministers will be brought, if ever, to give us 
peace." 

On the conclusion of this m^norable speech, 
the house divided ; in favor of the address, 
862 against sixty-six voices. But the impres- 
sion made upon the majority of the members, 
by the arguments of Mr. Fox, was too forcible 
to be concealed. The political adherents of Mr. 
Pitt could not desert him upon a question of this 
momentous nature, without imminently endan- 
gering the tenure by which he held his mini- 
sterial office: this alone prevented his being left 
in a very small minority ; the furious faction of 
the alarmists or Burkites only, in reality, coin- 
ciding in sentiment with the ministers on this 
occasion. The tale of French aggression and 
French atrocity had now been so often repeated, ' 
that no power of language could revive the ori- 
JbtrS^n ginal impression. The feelings of the nation at 
large, on this question of common humanity and 
common sense, were in perfect unison with those 
really entertained, and indeed very openly aytow- 
ed, by their representatives; and it was with 
irresistible conviction felt, that, under the influ- 
ence of the present rash and revengeful system, 
it was in vain to hope for the restoration of the 
blessings of peace. 
It could scarcely be imagined that an eyesOt 



bec(»nes 
unpopular. 
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to dtsgi^ful and disastrous to the British book 

arms as the capitulation of the Helder, shoulds^^rv^ 

pass entirely unnoticed by parliament. m^^^* 

On the sixte^ith of February, Mr. Sheridan Mr. Sheri- 
dan for aa 

mored for an inquiry into the causes of the inquiry 
failure of the expedition to Holland, which he causes of - 
supported in a very animated speech. He ani*ofth«ex. 
miMiyerted on the precipitate adjournment ofaoiia^, 
parliament previous to the recess, as done with a "*^*^*^ 
Knanifitst view to stifle all investigation at a time 
when the disgrace was recent and the feelings 
df the country warm. He ridiculed, with much 
pleasantry, the confidence expressed by Mr. 
Pitt in the success of the expedition, founded on 
his kndtvledge of hitatan nature. At the break* 
ing out of the present war, the Dutch, against 
their own wishes — nay, against the remonstrances 
of many friends of the house of Orange, had 
been compelled by us to abandon their beloved 
neutrality, though we had been found unequal to 
their protection at the moment of difficulty. He 
treated with contempt the specious language of 
the declarations addressed to the Dutch nation 
during the late invasion, in which so much Was 
said to them of the blessings to be derived from 
returning, order, religion, and regular govern* 
ment. Instead of all these reflections, with the 
wise exhOBtetions annejced, to forget and forgive, 
if the minister had said, in plain terms, we will 
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BOOK gi'oe you back your coloniesy the argument would 
vi^^^lij^yhave been understood, and the effect might hare 
1800. been favorable; but, in the inmdious language 
of the proclamation, they saw nothing mcH*e than 
a request to forget they ever had any colonies, 
and to forgive us for taking them. Mr. Sheridan, 
in a more serious strain, declared it to be arro* 
gant and presumptuous to embark in such a-de* 
sign upon vain speculation. Mr. Pitt ought to 
have acted upon authentic information and prac- 
tical grounds, and not upon his visionary theories 
of HUMAN NATURE, of whichhc uudcrstood so 
little. 

This motion of inquiry, like all the preceding 
ones, was resisted and over-ruled. Mr. Dundas 
maintained, that the expedition in question had 
been eminently succeissfiil: the ^ry/ object of it 
was to rescue the United Provinces from the 
tyranny of France, and to accomplish the even- 
tual restoration of the stadtholder; the seco?id, to 
diminish the efficient force of the enemy, by 
gaining possession of the Dutch fleet ; and the 
thirdy by a powerful invasion on the coast of 
Holland to divert the pursuits arid disconcert 
the plans of the foe in other quarters : . and two 
of these objects, he contended^ had been effec- 
tually obtained. 

Mr, Sheridan, in reply, exposed the incompa- 
tibility of these pretences! •'If the object of the 
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expedition was to restore the stadtholder, it could book 
not be a branch of the same project to rob himvJ^^^^IIi;^ 
of his fleet." As for the diversion^ of which the ^^^* 
advantage was so much boasted, Mr. Sheridan 
observed, that " Holland was a country beyond all 
others the worst calculated for any such purpose > 
for the very nature of it enabled an inferior body 
of troops successfully to resist a very superior 
enemy. In this case, having landed a mighty 
force, we had been baffled in all our designs by 
the inferior numbers of the adversary; and, 
e;»caping back with difficulty, and after sustaining 
great loss, we were now told that the expedition . 
was successful, being designed by the planners of 
it merely for a diversion I" The house at length 
divided — for the motion, 216; against it, 45. 

On the 12th of February, the house being in a Enormous 
committee of supply, 192,000 men were voted J^tSl** 
for the land service of the year, together with 
120,000 seamen and marines; the expense of 
maintaining which, including the ordnance and 
plantation service, amounted to upwards of 
twenty-six millions ; and, together with a vote of 
credit for three millions, exchequer-bills three 
millions, subsidies and extraordinary services^ 
made the whole supply voted, little less than 
forty millions. 

The ways and means were, in the first place, 
a loan of 18,500,000/. of which 13,500,000/, were 

VOL. XI* 2 A 
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B o o R to be charged upon the incojue-tax, already 
v^.^^!^ loaded with the seyeral sums of eight and eleven 
1900. millions^ for the interest and principal of which 
it stood deeply mortgaged. 

The next resource was the produce of the in- 
come-tax for the year, now reduced, according 
' to Mr. Pitt's own calculation (deducting the sum 
df 1,700,000/. for the interest due on a capital of 
thirty-two millions and a half funded on the 
credit of it, and converted into fifty-six millions 
thrte per cent, annuities), to 5,300,000/., or, in 
\ ttthei" words, about half its original estimate. 

The consolidated fund he reckoned at about four 
ttiilliohs ahdahalf: land-tax, malt-tax, lottery, 
land tiax ujxm imports and exports, about four 
millions ; exchequer-bills, three millions ; an ad- 
Vancte bf three millions, bearing no interest for 
Sfe years, from th^ bank, as a premium for the 
renewal of the charter for a term of twenty-one 
ye^rs; and other incidental sources of revenue, 
made up the deficiency. 

For every ItX)/. paid into the exchequer, the 
Mibscribers to the loan agreed to accept 15?/. 
three per cent, stock, which had so far recovered 
from its late iekcessive depression. But the pre- 
sent hovel plan of supply was in this view most 
alarming, that a tax beyond all example of for- 
mer times despotic and oppressive, must, on the 
system notv adopted, inevitably be rendered per- 
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petual. This, however, was not ajll : for, after book 
the jfirst ten per cent, of the national income wass,gp^v-*g/ 
mortgaged to the utmost vgJue, which would ^*^' 
quickly be the case, nothing better could bar 
hoped from the daring improvidence of the pre*' 
sent minister, than the imposition, and conse- 
quent mortgage, in the same manner, of a second 
and third ten per cent. ; and thus, in succession, 
till the government had absorbed not only all 
the affluence of the country, but even the neces- 
sary means of subsistence. If the wat must b$ 
all events continue, to raise ten millions within 
the year by war-taxes was a plan both noble 
and just ; but to throw out such an idea by way 
of a LURE, and then to mortgage beyond any ra^ 
tional prospect of redemption the taxes so im- 
posed, was a new and alarming species of political 
delinquency. Instead, however, of being roused 
to exertion, the house seemed, in consequence of 
the desperate situation to which the minister had 
reduced the affairs of the country, to take refugd 
in a state of stupefaction ;* and, to spare the un- 
grateful la;bor bf thinking, they ^still resigned 
themselves and the nation implicitly (though 
eonfidence was no more) to the same disastrous 
direction. Mr. Tierney compared the extraor- 
dinary expedient of obtaining the sum of three 
millions by a renewal of the bank charter, of which 
twelve years were still unexpired, to raising money 
2 A SI 
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BOOK upon post obits; and Mr. JoIIiffe complained bit- 
.NjS%SL[l^terly of ^te deception practised upon the house 
1800. and the country, by a mode of procedure which- 
inevitably led to a perpetuation of the income- 
tax. 
Subsidy to Qn the l7th of February, Mr. Pitt moving for 

the empe- •' . 

wr. an advance of 500,000/. to, the emperor, it was 
opposed with great energy by Mr. Tiemey ; who 
conjured the house to recollect that the war had 
now continued seven years, at the expense of 
200 millions, on the pretext of its being just and 
necessary. Just it could not be, if the object of 
it was to force upon the French nation the resto 
ration of the Bourbons 3 nor necessary, because 
we had refused to negotiate when the opportu- 
nity was presented to us. If this simi were 
granted, much larger demands would follow; 
and thus we were to lavish our blood and trea- 
sure in a cause for which no one plain, satis^- 
tory, intelligible reason could be assigned, and he 
defied the minister to name it. 
. Mr. Pitt rose, and declared that he found no 
difficulty in stating the object of the war in a 
' single sentence, nay, even in a single word — 
8£CURiTY. It was also more than this : it was se- 
curity against a danger the greatest that had ever 
threatened the world : a danger which never ex- 
isted before in any period of society; which had 
been felt and resisted by all the nations of 
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Europe, but by none so successfully and uni- book 
ibrmly as our own. Our resistance had not beens 
confined to external force, it had joined internal 
policy and wise legislative measures, to oppose 
jacobinism in the bosom (he was sorry to have 
found it there) of our own country. How was 
it discovered that jacobinism had disappeared in 
France ? It was now centred in one man, nursed 
in its school, who had gained celebrity under its 
auspices, and was at once the child and the 
CHAMPION of its atrocities — ^Bonaparte. Our 
security in negotiation was to be this man, who 
was at the present moment the organ of all that 
Was destructive in the revolution. Granting that 
two hundred millions had been expended for the 
Ivords "just and necessary," they had been ex- 
pended for the best of causes — ^to protect the 
dearest rights,- to defend the most valuable privi- 
leges,— ^the laws, the liberties, the happiness of 
our country; and, for such objects, as much more 
would we spend; and as much more could we find* 
Mr. Tieriiey- replied, that security was the 
watch-word with ministers; and the object of the 
^ar was now almoist openly avowed to be the re- 
storation of Gallic royalty. The estates of those 
whose ancestors hadplaoedthe present family on 
the British throne, were to be taken fi'om them in 
order to reinstate the Bourbons in the possession 
of the crown of France. 
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BOOK Sir William Pulteney dedared, that therejec- 

v^i^yi^tioii of Bonaparte's overtures had been dissatis- 

^*^* ftctory to his mind. Could any one pronounce 

what the effect of that negotiation might hare 

been? Perhaps the French would have given up 

' V Belgium. As to the restoration of the Bourbons^ 
he totally reprobated the idea. He feared that 
ministers were very defective in their in&rmationj 
taking their reporta from persons who were 
exDed from their country, a^d biaased in their 
judgements. He lamented ow refus^al to listen to 
the proposals of Bonaparte/ ai$ a great drror in 
admimstration^ and a^he considered the measure 
before the house, as a part of the $ame system> h^ 
must vote against it. 

After a vehement debate, the questioii wa* 
put, and' carried by the usual minority. 

Habeas- o^^ the annual motioii for the renewal of the 

corpus act • ^ 

*|wn?i8- habeasHCprpus suspenmon act hi the course of this 
mondi, a warm debate ensued; and it was de* 
dai:ied by Mr. Sheridan to be better to repeal the 
]ia!be£Ukcorpus act at once^ than thus insidiously 
to undermine it. No conspiracy, ag minister^ 
well knewy at this time existed ; and it was mou'- 
Btrous^ tlmt parsons should be confined for so many 
yearif without being brought to trial, or scarcely 
knowing of what ihsj were accuseds 

Sir Francis Burdett said^ he had not language 
to express his feelings on these repeated suspen*- 
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sions of the habeas corpus. Whea that act was book 
removed, little difFeren^^e w^s left Ijetween ow\^^gry^ 
own and ftiiy other government. He solemnly *^^* 
proteated his belief, that i^inisters were afraid to 
bring the persons accused, to trial. He affirmed, 
thatj so fkr as he could judge, their innocence was 
tl^ir criiqe ; and whoj he asked> could doubt of 
their being brought to trial, if any traitorous de* 
sign could be proved i^gainst them? He demanded 
a trial for them ; and enforced this natural claim 
of justice, by relating to the house divers horrid, 
abuses of power, which to his own knowledge 
had been committed under the suspension.-r^ 
" What," exclaiiiied this ardent patriot, *^ would 
the immortal Chatham have s^aid, on the recital 
of such oppression? The thunder of his elo- 
quence woyld have shaken the house. In his 
estimation, the cottage of the peasant was as 
sacred as the palace of the king. Hfi would have 
raised a storm, from which ministers would gladly 
have screened their heads." 

The motion being carried, the debate was re- 
^ vived on a foflowing day with increase Of indigna- 
tion. Mr. JoUiiFe complained, that all who dif- 
fered from the minister were branded as jaco- 
bin3; and that cQuntry gentlemen,, exerting 
themselves for the good of their constituents, met 
from his hands with treatment the^most iUiberai. 
He never would consent that a hill of this high 
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BOOK and momentous import, should, like the mutiny 
y^^^OT land-tax bill, be suflFered to pass as a matter of 
1800, course ; and, in conclusion, he moved a postpone- 
ment of the second reading for six weeks, for the 
purpose of receiving such information from mini- 
sters as might justify the measure. Mr. Hob- 
house, in allusion to the case of colonel Despard,. 
asked whether this was proper treatment, he 
would not say for a gentleman of rank in the 
army, but for any person unconvicted, un- 
tried ? To grasp at illegitimate power by a sy- 
stem of terror, had been the leading feature of 
the present administration. Even that dangerous 
degree of authority vested in ministers' by this 
and former bQls similar in their nature, had been 
exceeded. These bills conferred no power of 
commitment without previous information upon 
oath, though it afterwards deprived the person 
so committed of the privilege of habeas corpus ; 
but in fact, many had been sent to prison on a 
mere warrant of the privy-council, and a bill of 
INDEMNITY would ouc day be found necessary to 
screen these violators of the law from the punish- 
ment they so justly merited. 

In the house of lords this measure was again 
vigorously opposed, by the lords King and Hol- 
land; but it finally passed both houses by great 
and decided msgorities. 

Towards the' end of March, Mr. Dundas 
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stated, in a committee of the whole house, in book 
magnificent language as usual, the wonderfully .^^^^^^i"^ 
prosperous condition of the East-India, com- 1800. 
pany. He admitted the increase of debts and^^^,^^^^ 
the decrease of assets in India and China to the{**"^^"^ 
amount of 2,700,000/. ; but the increase of assets 
and the decrease of debt in Europe he com- 
puted at about 3,800,000/. ; so that the company 
had gained, upon the balance, a million and up- 
wards, in the course of the year: but the charges 
of the late ivar zvere not yet ascertained ! 

Mr. Tierney, on the 5th of June, movedfor leave 
to bring in a bill repealing the tax upon income 
from and afler the 5th of April of the ensuing 
yean This gentleman declared, that, odious and 
oppressive as the tax upon income was, he would 
not, from the urgent necessity of circumstances, 
object to its being continued from year to year 
duringthe war ; but that,as awar-tax,its operation 
ought to be temporary^ and that it should be annu- 
ally yoted. To the principle of raising a large sum 
within the year, he readily acceded; but he was 
of opinion that less arbitrary means might be de- 
vised for carrying that plan into effect, than either 
of the two projects which had been recommended 
by the chancellor of the exchequer, and which 
had both proved miserably deficient in their ex* 
pected products, grounded upon the estimates 
of the minister. The motion was negatived, afler 
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BOOK a debate of some length, by 104 to 24 
xxxm. 
^^^v*^^ voices. 

Prtv2?of ^^^^ virtual rejection of the Irish parliament, 
«>iow te- during the last session, of the overture made by 
Great Britain towards the accomplishment of a 
legislative and incorporative union of the two 
kingdoms, wouldhave su£Siced to deter ale^sdaring 
and persevering minister than Mr. Pitt, from the 
prosecution of so great and difficult a project ; 
but, whether right or wrong, it was the charac- 
teristic of his genius to arm and fortify itself 
against all resistance, to contemn all obstacles, 
and to defy all opposition. From the manner in 
which the business was resmned in the English 
parliament subsequent to its* dii^ission by the 
Irish house of commons, and especially from the 
strong and explicit terms in which this great 
measure was recommended by the lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland at the close of the last session, it was 
fully apparent that the whole weight and influ- 
ence of government wou|d be exerted during tJie 
present session, to effect this grand, mjd in the 
general opinion -highly beneficial, purpose. Of 
the means which were employed in the course 
of the recess to facilitate the intended arrange- 
ment, future historians n>ay be better enabled to 
sjpeak. The conciliatory policy of the lord-lieu- 
tenant— rthe guaided, and even respectful, de- 
meanor in relation to Ireland which on this occa- 



GEORGE III. 363 

sipn marked the conduct of the English admini- book 
stf^iou — the real and solid advantages of thev^^^!i^. 
m^sure proposed — ^the equity of the conditions ^^oo.. 
ofFered-r-the conviction produced in the minds of 
many, by recent events, that the contii>uanc0 of 
the old system tended only to the perpetuation of, 
discord^ oppression, and misery--^l concurred 
and co-operated with the private and separate in«- 
terests of numerous and powerful individuals to 
the final success of this arduous attempt, op- 
posed and impeded as it was by the most formi- 
dable obstacles* 

On the 15th of January, 1800, the Irish parlia- Meeting of 
nlent met at Dublin. In the speech delivered by pania- • 

•^ ment, 

lord ^Corriwallis on that occasion, he rn^de noJan. isoo. 
allusioii to the prcgeqt in contemplation. As it ^ 
was, however, well known that it would at a 
very early" period be rmved, a resolution was 
taken^ by the members in the contrary interest, to 
oppose it in limine^ and when the address of 
thanks was jM'oposed by lord Loftus, sir I^w- 
rence Persons moved an amendment, wnexing 
to the wish of perpetuating a constitutional con*- 
ne^on with Great Britain, an equal solicitude 
for the preservation of an independent resident 
parliament. A violent debate ensued, which was 
rendered yery memorable by a paost able ancj 
l^^nt speech of Mr. Gmttan, who supported 
tb9 m»Saa^mmt with, all the powers of his su« 
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v^^iv^^his elaborate harangue, he endeavoured to prove 
Stomal *^* *^^ ^^^ adjustment of 1782 excluded the 
iT^o ^u ^^^^ ^^ ^^y ulterior arrangement ; and he abso* 
•«• Jutelj denied the competency of parliament to 
-annihilate its own existence. The incompatibility 
of independent legislatures in the same empire, had 
been, he affirmed, the doctrine which lost AmericaV 
and an imperial parliament was once more to 
take its bloody station in (lie pages of the mini* 
ster. " How strange were the ideas which the 
minister entertained of the functions of an Irish 
parliament ! — it was incompetent to* regulate the 
commerce of the country — ^^it was omnipotent to 
overturn her constitution ; it was inadequate to 
protect — almighty only to subvert and destroy. 
To rely upon the cas6 of the regency as an ar- 
gument in favor of the union, was, Mr. Grattan 
said, unpardonable in the British minister, who 
alone had created the difficulty, by his broad and 
unqualified declaration that the parliaments of 
both countries had a right to supply, at their dis- 
cretion, the defeci; in the executive poWef; in 
other words, that each might establish a tempo- 
rary republic. Ireland refused to be guided by 
these principles of democracy, and displayed her 
fidelity and attaichment to monarchy, by trans- 
ferring the executive power entire to the next 
heir. The perplexity and danger arose fiiom the 



eEORGE HI, 365 

deviation of the minister from this straight-forward book 
path of safety. v^^i-v-^^ 

" The constitution which he is now attempting ^^^• 
to destroy., is one of the pillars of the empire; 
dear from its violation — dear in its recovery. Its 
restoration cost Ireland her noblest efforts. It 
is the habitation of her loyalty, as well as of her 
liberty ; her temple of fame, as well as of free- 
dom. But the field of imagination was that in 
which the British minister delighted to rove; and 
by holding out visionary prospects and promises, 
he hoped ultimately to accomplish his designs. 
Where^ indeed, he is to extinguish our power of 
legislation, to abrogate our highest court of judi- 
cature, to extort from us, by a financial agree- 
ment, a perpetual tribute, he is altogether a 
matter-of-fact man: but whien he is to provide a^ 
compensation for all thii^ prodigality of conces- 
sion, then he becomes wholly poetic and prophe- 
tic ; Fancy gives him her wand — ^Amalthea takes 
him by the hand — Ceres follows in his train: the 
English capitalist and manufacturer will leave his , 
mines> his machinery, his comforts, and his ha- 
bits ; .he will conquer his prejudices and prepos- 
sessions, and come over to Ireland with a gene- 
rous design to give her commerce for her lost 
constitution. A man who reasons, may be an- 
swered by reasoning ; but the minister in all this 
does not argue, but foretel: now you cannot 
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v,^p^^.^It forms the genuine harmony of the state^ when 
1800. tjj^ r Jell encourage and employ the poor, and the 
poor with confidence look up to the watdifol 
. care and guardian protection of the rich; both 
concurring to the same end, form that grand 
column of society, * where all below is strength, 
and all above is grace.' How does the minister's 
plan accomplish this ? he takes away our gentle- 
men and nobles, and supplies their place by 
English factors and commercial adventurers. 
This minister proposes to you to give up the 
ancient inheritance of your coyntry — to pro- 
claim an utter incapacity to make laws for your 
own people ; — and is this ho attack upon the ho- 
nor and dignity of the kingdom ? The thing 
which he proposes to buy, cannot be sold — li- 
berty ! and his propositions are built upon no- 
thing but your dishonor. I have heard of par- 
liaments impeaching ministers, but here is a 
minister who impeaches parliament ; nay, the 
parliamentary constitution itself: and he pro- 
poses to you to substitute the British parliament 
in your place ; to destroy the body which restored 
your liberties, and to restore that body which 
destroyed them. Against such a proposition, 
weie I expiring on the floor, I should beg to 
utter my last breath, and to record my dying 
testimony/' 
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This brilliant declamation' was answered, itf a' ib ok 
speech less eloquent than argumentative, by the v,,.^*y-o 
new chancellor of the fexchequer, Mr. Corry ; and ■^^^^• 
the debate was prolonged till ten the next morn- 
ing, when there appeared to be 96 votes only 
in favor of the amendment, to 138 who sup* 
ported the address in its original form. 

On the 5th of February, a n^essage from the Message 
lord-lieutenant was delivered to each house oftheiord- 
parliament, intimating the king's desire that therecom- 
resolutions passed by the parliament of Great™/ a* 
Britain should be submitted to the attentive "^^*'"' 
consideration of the Irish legislature; and ex- 
pressing his hope that the great object to which 
they relaljjed, might be matured and completed ' 

by the wisdom of the two parliaments, and the 
loyal concurrence of the people. On this great 
occasion, the secretary of state, lord Castlereag^i, 
to whose able nianagement the business was 
entrusted, arose, and in a well-digested speech 
entered into a very comprehensive view of the 
measure proposed, recommending it by argu- 
ments analogous to those of Mr. Pitt and other 
advocates of the union in the British parliament. 
On the other hand^ those arguments were con^ 
tested, with at least equal ability, by the principal 
leaders of the opposition. 
, Mr. Grattan declared, that the end and design— violent 

_ ^ ' , . debates on 

Of the measure wus no leas than to restore the.the subject. 
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\^^v-^ abdicated Ireland, and to depose the Irish paflia- 
1800. inent, which had saved her 5 but that, in the pro- 
secution of this plan> the mhiister had gigantic 
difficulties to^encounter. It was incumbent upon 
him to explain away the tyrannic acts of a 
century; to apologise for the lawless and op- 
pressive proceedings of England, which had 
counteracted the bounty of Providence towards 
Ireland, and had kept her in a state of thraldom 
and misery. He again denied the competence 
of parliament to assent to an act which would 
involve in it the surrender of the constitution. 
Parliament exercised only a delegated authority, 
and had no right to assign over what it . held 
merely in trust for the community. This, he 
said, was the doctrine of Hooker, Locke, and 
Grotius. Mr. Pitt, however, thought differently; 
and he who denied to France the right to alter 
her government, maintahis the omnipotence of 
the parliament of this country to annul the con- 
stitution of Ireland. 

Mr. Corry in reply observed, that in every 
constitution a power must subsist for the cor- 
rection of the evils incident to human policy; 
that this must be the supreme power of the state; 
and that in our constitution the parliament had 
this remedial authority, because the exercise of 
it by the people at large was impracticable. 
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That a social compact paramount to the con- book 

Icxxiii 
stitution really existe<d, he did not believe 5 andv^^Pv^O^ 

the' propagators of such a notion, he said, ought ^^^' 
to state when or by whom the agreement was 
adjusted, where it Was deposited or recorded^ 
and by what means and on what occasions it 
was to supercede the authority of parliament. 
In the case of the Scottish union, he contended 
that no special authority had been given to the 
northern parliament, and that it was folly com- 
petent to accomplish that transaction with- 
out any such extraordinary delegation. 

Mr. Saurin, father of the Irish bar, maintained, 
with Mr. Grattan, the existence of a compact 
between the government and the people, which, 
he said, was to be found recorded in the breast 
of every honest senator j and he trusted that 
every member would seriously reflect on the 
duties implied in it. The trustees of the people 
had no right to destroy that which they were de- 
legated to prefserve; — ^On moving the first reso- 
lution, after a vehement debate, the numbers 
wer6 in favbr of the court 158, against it 115. 
The tumulti? of the populace of Dublin were 
upon thi0 occasion very alarming; and a mili- 
tary guard' of cavalry was fourid necessary to 
preserve th6 parliamentary advocates of the 
union from personal insult and violence. 

Oh the 10th of February^, the 'business Was 

VOL. XI. 2 b 
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BOOK once more introduced into the house of peer$ 
J^i^JULby the earl of Clare, late lord Fitzgibbon, chan- 
1800. cellor of Ireland, in a speech of extraordinary 
i^h of ability, and, in certain poiijts of view, of distia- 
chlicSior guished excellence; but contaminated by a 
wretched spirit of bigotry and malignity, and 
abounding with personalities unknown to the 
dignified and decorous proceedings of the Bri- 
tish house of peers, and which it would pollute 
' the page of history to notice. On moving the 
. first resolution, this nobleman declared himself 
" satisfied in his judgement and conscience, from 
an attejfitive observation of what had passed in 
Ireland for the last twenty years, thai the exis- 
tence of her independent parliament had gradu- 
ally led to her recent and bitter calamities," And 
he avowed that he had, for the preceding seven 
years, pressed upon ministers the urgent neces- 
sity of union, as the last remaining resource to 
preserve this country to the British crown. 
The noble earl then entered into an historical 
' deduction of the political connexion subsisting 
between the two countries from tjie sera of the 
invasion of Henry H. The first English settle- 
ments in Ireland he truly aiSirmed to have 
been merely colonial; and for centuries the 
English pale was not extended beyond its origi- 
nal limits. So late as the reign of Henry VIH. 
it consisted of four counties only. The com- 
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mon observation of the cotintry was, that they book 
who dwelt by west of the river Barrow, dwelt by s.^-'vO 
west of the law. i®^- 

y 

** The early policy of the English government 
certainly was to discourage all connexion of the 
colony with the native Irish. The statute of 
Kilkenny, enacted by the provincial assembly, 
of the pale, in the reign of Edward III., prohi- 
bited marriage or gossipred with the Jrishry, or 
claiming the benefit of the Brehon law by any 
person of English blood, under the penalties of 
treason. Thus the colony of the pale was im- 
plicated in ceaseless warfare, notonly with the na- 
tive Irish, but with every person of English blood 
who had settled beyond its limits. The taunt-^ 
ing answer of Ma^ire, chief of Fermaniagh, to 
the lord deputy, who applied to him to receive 
a sheriff commissioned by Henry VIII., suffi- 
ciently explains the state of the country, and 
the authority of the, king's government in it. 
* Your sheriff shall be welcome to mej but, if 
he come, send me his eric) the price of his 
head), that, if my people slay him, I may fine 
them accordingly.* — Queen Elizabeth, after a 
difficult and bloody war of seven years, effected 
the complete, reduction of the island; and the 
accession of James I. was the true sera of na- 
tional connexion. Then, for the first time, was 
the spirit of resistance to the English power 
2b2 
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v.g.^v-0 acknowledged. The old proprietors, who had 
i^^» led the revolt, were expelled and replaced by a 
new set of adventurers from England and Scot- 
land, all protestants, who, with a new reli- 
gion, brought over with them« new source of 
contention with the inhabitants* 

*^ The distinction of Englishry and Iri^y had 
been nearly superceded in, the time of Eliza* 
beth by a new schism of protestant and papist; 
but, from the first introduction of this protestant 
colony by James L, the old distinctions of native 
Irish and degenerate English, and English of 
blood and English of birth, were lost and for* 
"^ gotten; all rallied from that time round the 
banner of the popish faith; and from that day 
all have clung to .the popish religion, as a com^ 
mon bond o^ union, and an hereditary pledge of 
animosity to British settlers and the British na* 
tion. The physical consequence of the country 
\. was arrayed against the British colony and the 
English goyernment: the long was therefore 
driven to the necessity of fortifying his protest 
tant colony, by investing them exclusively 
with the arti^cial povirer of a separate govern- 
ment, which, on every principle, of se}f*intere$t 
and self-preservation, they were bound to admi- 
nister in concert with England. The steady go* 
vernment of Stratford kept down those ahimosi- 
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ties, which had continued with unabated rancor book 
till his time : biit, at his removal, the old inha-\,2^^^IJ[;^ 
bitants, taking advantage of the weaki^ss and ^^^ 
distraction of the English goVemmeht, broke out 
into open hostility and rebellion. After a fierce 
and bloody contest of elev«i yeats> in which the 
face of the whole island was desolated, the insure- 
gents were subdued, and suffered all the calami- 
ties which could be injected on the vanquished 
party. The possessions of the ancient proprie^ 
tors were seized and given up to the conquerors, 
or distributed among the adventurers who had 
advanced money to defray the expenses of tihe 
war. Thus, a new coloby of settlers^ compoi^d 
of all the various sects which then infested En- 
gland — ^many of them infected with Ae leaVen of 
democracy — poured -into Ireland, and were put 
into possession of the ancient inheritance of its 
inhabitants./ After the expulsion of Jaihes If. 
from the throne, the Irish Romanists madiie an- 
other efibrt for the i^ecovery of thdr long-lost 
power, in which they w^re onbe more de£^ated 
by an EnglisTi army ; and the relics of Irish pro- 
perty became the subject of fresh confiscation. 
The situation, therefore, of the Irish nation at ; 
the revolution, stands tmparalleled in the his- 
tory of the world. If the wars of England, car- 
ried on liere from the reign of Elizabeth, had 
been waged against a foreign enemy, the inha- 
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XXXIII. 

v^^v^ der the established law of civilised nations^ and 
1800. |;iieir country have been annexed as a province 
to the British empire. But the continued and 
persevering resistance of Ireland to the British 
crown, during the whole of the last century, was 
mere rebellion; and the municipal law of En- 
gland attached to the crime. What, then, was the 
situation of Ireland at the revolution? and what 
is it at this day? The whole power and pro- 
perty of the country has been conferred by suc- 
cessive monarchs of England upon an English 
colony, composed of three sets of English ad- 
venturers, who poured into this country at the 
termination of three successive rebellions. Con- 
fiscation is their common title; and irom their 
first settlement they have been hemmed in on 
every side by the old inhabitants, brooding over 
their discontents in sullen indignation. What, 
then, was the security of the English settlers for 
their physical existence at the revolution ? and 
what is the security of their descendants at this 
day? — the powerfiil and commanding protec- 
tion of Great Britain. If, by any fatality, this 
faifs, you are at the mercy of the old inhabitants 
of the island.'*' — Having deduced fi-om these con- 
siderations, in a manner very convincing, the 
urgent political necessity of a legislative and 
incorporative union, his lordship adverted to 
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what had so often been styled the final adjust- book 
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ment of 1782; and demonstrated, incontrover- v^^^v-O 
tibly, that the adjustment in question was not ^^^^ , 
considered, even at the period when it took place, _ \ 
as a transaction which in any manner pre- 
cluded an ulterior arrangement. On the con- 
trary, it appeared that the duke of Portland, lord- 
lieutenant, in concert with the then English mi- 
nisters, lord Rockingham, lord Shelburne, and 
Mr. Fox, had it in contemplation to bring for- 
ward an act, to be adopted by the legislatures 
of t)oth kingdoms, by which the superintending 
power and supremacy of Great Britain, in all 
matters of state and general commerce, should 
be virtually and effectually acknowledged. The 
marquis of Rockingham himself, on the 25th 
of May (1782), thus writes to the lord-lieute- 
nant : ** The essential points on the part of Ire- 
land now acceded to, will, I trust, establish a 
perfect cordiality between the two countries; 
and, as there cannot now exist any ground of 
contest or jealousy between them on matters of 
right, the. only object left for both will be how 
finally to arrange, settle, and adjust all matters 
whereby the union of power, strength, and mu- 
tual and reciprocal advantage will be best per- 
manently fixed." This design was relinquished 
merely and solely from the apprehended inabi- 
Hty of government to carry it into etfect. And 
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XXX in 
^^»vO Glares to lord Shelburne, ''the disappointment 

^ laoo. m^^ mortification he suffered by the unexpected 
change in those dispositions which had autho- 
rised him to entertain the hopes he had perhaps 
too sanguinely expressed." — ^' But," said this able 
orator, " admitting, in contradiction to these 
damning proofs , that this was considered by 
both countries as a final adjustment, if practice 
and experience have proved that it has sown 
the seeds of ceaseless contention and periodical 
rebellion, is there a principle of sound poKcy or 
common sense to preclude a revision of it ? We 
acknowledge the dependence of the crown of 
Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain. But 
there is a distinct parliament in each country, 
exercising all legislative functions without re- 
striction, not only in respect of municipal regu- 
lations, but in every branch of imperial. policy. 
Between two countries equal in power such a 
connexion could not subsist for an hour; and 
therefore its existence must depend upon the 
admitted inferiority and marked subordination 
of one of them. Ireland is that inferior coun- 
try; and call her constitution by what high- 
sounding title you please, hers must be a pro- 
vincial government of the worst description — a 
government maintained, not by the avowed ex- 
ercise of legitimate authority, but by a perma- 
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nent and comms^ndiiig influence of the Engli9h book 
executive, or rather of the English cabinet, in \^^^^^ 
the councils of Ireland, as a substitute for it. ^^^* 
Such a connexion is calculated to generate na« 
tional discontent and jealousy, arid to perpe* 
tuate faction and rnisgovernment in the inferior 
country. English influence is the inexhausti- 
ble theme for popular irritation and distrust of 
every factious demagogue who fails in the 
struggle to make himself the necessary instru- 
ment of it* — ^With respect to the old code of 
popery laws, there cannot be a doubt that it 
ought to have been repealed. It wa3 impossi- 
ble that any country could cohtiiiue to exist un 
der a code by which a majority of the inhabi- 
tants were cut o|F from the rights of property. 
But in the relaxation of these, laws there was a 
fetal error. It should have been taken up sy 
stanatically by the ministers of the crown, and 
not left; in the hands of every individual who 
chose to take possession of it as a^n engine of 
power or popularity. If the catholics of Ireland 
are not satisfied with the indulgence which they 
have already experienced, let their further claims 
be discussed upon their solid merits in the im- 
perial parliament, where the question will not 
be influenced by passion and prgudice;, and 
where it will be gravely considered whether they 
may be yielded with safety to the Britii^ mo- 
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v,,,^^^^^ as human nature and the popish religion con- 
1800. tinue to be what I know they are, a conscien- 
tious popish ecclesiastic never will become a 
well-attached subject to a protestant state ; and 
tliat the popish clergy must always have a com- 
manding influence on every member of that 
communion. — ^It is, I know, said by some, * Let 
the British minister leave us to ourselves, and 
we are very well as we are.' Very well as we 
are! Gracious. God ! of what materials must 
the heart of that man be, who knows the state of 
this country, and will coldly tell us we are very 
well as we are ! We have not three years* cer- 
tain redemption from bankruptcy, nor otie 
hour's security against the reniewal of extermi- 
nating civil war. Session after session have 
you been compelled to enact laws of unex- 
ampled rigor and novelty, to repress the horri- 
ble excesses of the great mass of your people; 
and the fury of murder, and pillage, and deso- 
lation, have so out-run all legislative exertion, 
that you have been at length driven to the hard 
necessity of breaking down the pale of the mu- 
nicipal law, and putting your country under 
the ban of military government. Look to your 
V civil and religious dissensions, to the rage of po- 
litical faction, and the torrents of human blood 
that stain the face of the land, and wh^re 
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is the man who will not listen with complacency book 
to any propositions that can be made to him for \^^-y.^ 
composing the distractions and alleviating the ^®W- 
miseries of this devoted country?" — ^The noble 
speaker then proceeded to the enumeration of 
those blessings which might reasonably be ex- 
pected from a perfect union with Great Britain. 
" By union, the resources of Ireland must neces- 
sarily increase ; by union, Ireland will partici- 
pate in Britisb capital and British industry; 
and until we can find employment for our poor, 
.and teach them to feel and value the comforts of 
life, it is in vain to expect that they will be re- 
claimed from* barbarism. If you do not qualify 
the mass of your people for the enjoyment of 
sober liberty, you will never teach them to ap- 
preciate the blessings of it. • But we are told, 
that, by giving up our separate government and 
separate parliament, we sacrifice national dignity, 
and independence. When I look at the squalid 
misery, and profound ignorance, and barbarous 
manners, and brutal ferocity, of the mass of the 
Irish people, I am sickened at this rant of Irish 
dignity and independencfe. Does the dignity 
of Ireland consist in the depression of the people 
and the exaltation of a factious and rapacious 
oligarcHy, who consider the Irish nation as their 
political inheritance ? I wish to withdraw ^he 
higher orders of my countrymen from the nar- 
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iji^^^ilil^ direct their attention to objects of national im- 
1800. portance ; to teach them to improve the natural 
energies, and extend the resources, of their coun* 
try — above all, seriously to exert their best en- 
deavours to civilise the lower orders of the 
people ; to inculcate in them habits of religion, 
and morality, and industry, and due subordina- 
tion J to relieve their wants, and correct their ex- 
cesses. Unless you will civiHse your people, it 
is in vain to look for national tranquillity and 
contentment. — But you are told that a union 
will drive the nobility and gentry of Irelsmdfrom 
their own country. Look to the number of Irish 
emigrants who now crowd every village in Great 
Britain, and have been driven to seek an asylum 
there from the brutal fiiry of the Irish people, 
from Irish faction and Irish treason, and then 
say whether the evil of emigration can ever be 
greater than it is at this day. . If we are to live 
in a perpetual storm here, what gentleman, who 
has the means of living out of this country, will 
be induced to remain in it ? I do most solemnly 
declare, that no earthly consideration, short of 
a strong sense of duty, should have induced me 
to remain an eye-witness of the scenes of folly 
and pdadness, and horrors of every description, 
in which I have lived for some years back j and 
that I had rather give up every prospect which 
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course m my old age, than submit to the samey^^-y,.,^^ 
misery and disgust for the remnant of my life. ^•^^ 
If you wish to stop emigration, you must enable 
sober and rational men to live in peace at home« It 
is with cordial sincerity, and a full conviction that 
an entire and perfect union with Great Britain 
will give to this my native country lasting peace, 
and security for her religion, her laws, her liberty, 
and her property ; an increase of strength, riches, 
and trade ; and the final extinction of national 
jealousy and animosity ; that I now propose that 
important measure to this grave assembly tot 
their adoption. If I live to see it completed, to 
my latest hour I shall feel an honorable pride 
in the share which I may have in contributing to 
effect it.'* 

No peer in opposition ventured on this occasion 
formally to enter the lists against this redoubta- 
ble orator. The lords Dillon, Powerscourt, 
Farnham, and Bellamont, however, declared in 
successive speeches their disapprobation of the 
mesijsure 5 which was defended by the law-lord$ 
Carleton and Kilwarden, and various other 
peers: after which, the question upon the first 
resolution was put, and passed the house by a 
majbrity of seventy-five to twenty-six voices. 

The succeeding resolutions were in the course 
of a few weeks carried through this house 
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BOOK with th6 same or greater facility. The discus- 
v^^^^^sion of the fourth resolution, upon the^ 22d of 
isoo. March, Avas signalised by a masterly speech of 
the lord chief-baron Yelverton, whose charac- 
teristic liberality had happily preserved him 
throughout the late scenes of distraction from 
the disgrace of perverting his talents to serve 
the purposes of any party. " The great value of 
the arrangement of 1782, v^^hich he had assisted 
in forming,'* his lordship said, ** was, that it 
placed the Irish on a proud footing of national 
and legislative independence, and enabled them 
to say upon what terms they were willing to 
unite ; whereas, if that adjustment had not oc- 
curred, they would, perhaps before this time, 
have yielded to an union of subjection, riot an 
union of equality. Their independence had 
never since been violated; and they w^re not 
now desired to give up their legislative rights, 
but to perpetuate them by union. Their liber- 
ties would not be annihilated, but would be ren- 
dered immortal, by being placed on the same 
. broad base with those of Great Britain. The 
Hibernian parliament would so far be annihi^ 
lated as to be no longer a distinct legislature ; 
and sQ^^buld that of Great Britain also^ but 
out of the two a third would arise, neither Bri- 
tish nor Irish, but a^ compound body, more 
competent than either to promote and secure 
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of the whole. If an idle fondness for indepen- C^<vO 
dency had prevailed from the beginning, no po- ^^^• 
litical association could hiave been framed, and 
mankind must have remained in a statCiof na* 
ture. But prudence and policy taught two or 
more families to form a society, societies to form 
a nation, and small nations to form a great one, 
by sacrificing distinct independence to common 
security. The condition of Ireland was misera- 
ble when it was divided into petty principalities 
inflamed with the pride of independence : dis- 
order and dissension prevailed; and scenes of 
rapine and bloodshed were deplorably frequent ; 
but. such a- state was not peculiar to Ireland, 
being general ^mong petty dynasties. In the 
opinion of some politicians, the existing federal 
alliance between Great Britain and Ireland 
might be made to operate as a sufficient remedy 
for all the disorders of this country. But the 
history of the world proves the inadequacy o£ 
federal connexion. to the purposes of real union; 
for the jealousy of the weaker state would always 
prompt it to* separate itself from the strongerw 
An.incorporative union could alone prevent the 
effects of this jealousy." His lordship asserted 
the perfect competence of the two parliaments 
to enact the proposed measure, if conducive to 
the welfare and happiness of the two nations. 
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B o o K To doubt the competency of the two legislatures 
\^0^^^^^to frame such a law^ was to doubt their compe- 
1800. tency to answer the ends of their institution. 
—The question was then put> and carried by a 
great majority, thattwenty*eight temporBji and 
four spiritual peers should represent Ireland in 
the imperial parliament; with an amendment^ 
importing that, on the extinction of three Irish 
peerages, one might be created, till the number 
was reduced to a hundred, and afterwards one 
for every &iilure. 

In the course of these debates three diflB&rent 
protests, drawn with vigor and ability, were 
entered upon the journals of the house, signed 
by the duke o£ Leinster, the marquis <rfI>own- 
shire, the lords Pery and Moira, the bishop 
of Down, and about twenty other peers, ex- 
pressive of their highest indignation at these 
proceedings. 

On the 17th of February, the house of com- 
mons being, in a gencsrad committee, Mr. Corry, 
chancellor of the exchequer, made an able 
speech in vindication of the measure, blended 
/ however, agreeably to the too ^quent custom 
of the Irish parliament,- with virulent piuty and 
personal reflexions. Mr. Gratlatn ■ retorting in 
high and bitter language, a vehen^^nt alt^r6a^ 
tion arose, which was, m the s^qu^l, productive* 
^f a challenge from the chanceUc^r of the ex- 
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chequer to that gentleman ; and a duel ensued, book 
in which Mr. Corry was wounded, though notv.^^v^ 
dangerously. ^®^' 

In the same debate general Hutchinson 
offered to the house some excellent obser- 
vations. ** The co-equality of the parliament 
of Ireland," he affirmed, " with that of Great 
Britain, was a dream of fancy which would 
never be realised. Any attempt to make a prac- 
tical use of their independence would expose 
the subsisting connexion with Britain to the 
risk of dissolution. Surely it would be bet- 
ter to be a component part of a free and flou- 
rishing empire, than to be a weak and petty 
state» convulsed with faction, or the deluded 
victim of treacherous allies. What is property 
without security ? What is liberty when life is 
in danger, and when the house of a country- 
gentleman must be either his garrison or his 
tomb? All the arguments which he had heard 
against the . union were addresses to the pride, 
the passions, or the prejudices of an irritable 
nation, more accustomed' to act from the im- 
pulse of quick feelings than from the dictates of 
sound discretion and -sober reason. He ad- 
mitted the necessity of preserving a sense of na- 
tional dignity : it was the source of all pre-emi- 
nence, of all power, strength, and greatness. He 
considered this high sense of dignity as a nibble 
VOL. xh 2 c 
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BOOK passion^ and wish^ it tp r^st upon a ralkmal. 

Wtf^v^ foundation. For the last six centuries Ireland 
1800. jjgj exhibited the melancholy picture of ravage 
acrimony^ barbarous discord ; of a parliament 
fearless pf the people^ from whom it did not de- 
rive its origin; a triumphant aristocracy; and 
a government the most arbitrary and oppressive 
of any in Europe. Under such a mode of admini* 
. stration it was iippossible to hope for k)ve to the 
laws, zeal for the constitution^ or attaLchmeni to 
the government. That pure and un$uUied alle^ 
giance which is the vital principle of states, can 
only be expected by a good and beneiic^it go- 
vernment from a happy and contented people." 

After a debate no Iqss vehement than any of 
the former^ the question of adjournment W9» put 
and negatived; and the 1st of January following 
fixed as the aera whence the union of the two 
I^ingdoms was to date its commencement. 
From this period the debates^ referring merely 
to the details of the treaty, cewe to be the 
proper topics of general history. The last great 
effort on the part of the opposition was jnade on 
the 13th of March, when sir John PameU moved 
that the kiqg should be requested tq convoke a 
new parliament before any final anrangmieot of 
uniqn should be adopted. And sir Laurence 
Parsons, arguing in support, of the motion^ det 
claredt '' that, seusible as \» waa of die. gr«ak 



!nftu6nc^ of the crown in the choice of members, b o o it 
he wad nevertheless willing to put the fate of the J^^^ 
question on the election of a new parliament. The ^^^* 
renerable Saurin, also, on the same side, urged 
the expediency of attending to the sense of th^ 
natiov; and, in the spirit of Somers arid Locke, 
he maintained that if laws should be enacted in 
composition to the public will constitutionally re- 
pressed, they would not be obligatory, and the , 
right of rei^ii^ance would revert to the people. 
The solicitor-general, rising in the warmth of 
^sion, accused the fatlier of the bar of unfurling 
the bloody flag of rebellion : however, Mr. Egan 
not only vindicated the expression, but retorted 
the accusation, by ch^ging the ministry with 
unfurling the flag of prostitution and corruption. 
Oh the division, there appeared 104 voices for 
the motion, against 150 who opposed it. OuAddregs 
the 27th of March, the 'whole business being Spar- 
completed, lord Castlereagh moved an address slgSfyiiig 
to his m^esty from the commons, declaratory oltS^^e*^ 
their approbation of the resolutions transmitted^*^'*®'*®*' 
to them, " which they considered as wisely cal- 
culated to form the basis of a complete and 
entire union of the two legislatures: that by 
those propositions they had been guided in their 
proceedings; and that the resolutions now 
offered were those articles which, if approved by 
the lords and commons ,of Great Britain, they 
2 c 2 
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BOOK were ready to confirm and ratifVj in order that 
s„0^^,^m^the same might be established for ever by the 
1800, mutual consent of both parliaments/' This ad- 
dress being agreed to by the two houses, was 
immediately transmitted by marquis Cornwallis, 
the lord-lieutenant, to England. 
JU^J™^^-. On the 2d of April the duke of Portland in- 
wiSr^'*' f^"^^ *h^ British house of peers, by message 
from the kuig> ^^ that it was with the most, sin- 
cere satisfaction his majesty found himself ena- 
bled to communicate to this house the joint ad- 
dress of his lords and commons of Ireland, 
laying before his msgesty certain resolutions 
which contain the terms proposed by them for 
an entire union between the two kingdoms. 
His majesty, therefore, earnestly recommended 
to the house to take all such further steps as 
might best tend to the speedy and complete 
execution of a work so happily begun, and so 
interesting to the security of his majesty's sub- 
jects, and to the general strength and prosperity 
of the British empire." 
Proceed- An address of thanks havine been returned, the 

ings there* - . . , . 

iil>on, papers were taken mtp consideration on the 
21st of the same month; when lord Holland 
made an animated speech against the principle 
of the union ; in which his lordship went over 
all the popular topics of opposition to the mear 
sure with considerable ability^ He maintained 
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rights to be very great, while the advantages to ^^.^-v-w/ 
be expected were few and distant. His lordship ^^^^ 
affirmeki that too much stress had been placed, 
in the course of the argument, upon the salutary 
effects which had resulted to Scotland from her 
union with England; but, without entering 
into the discussion whether the benefits of an 
increased commerce, an improved system of 
agriculture, an enlarged scale of manufacture,, 
were derivable from that union or from other 
causes, it was sufficient to remark that forty 
years had elapsed before Scotland began to 
reap any of those essential benefits. He there- 
fore maintained, that speculative ideas of di- . 
itant advantages were but visionary and delu- 
sive, when set in competition with invaluable 
rights and the glory of independence. His lord- 
ship then adverted to the solemn assurance of 
ministers, " that, however desirable in their 
judgements the union of the two countries might 
appear, it ought not to be accepted unless it 
were the pure and spontaneous ofler of the pai> 
liament of Ireland, uninfluenced by corruption 
or menace; "—appealing to the feelings of every 
individual whether it was doubted that corrup- 
tion and intimidation had been practised to 
obtain a majority in both houses of the Irish par- 
liament. , 
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HOOK Lord Grenville expressed great surprise zt' 
Vi#<v«i^^i>^S called upon that day to support a ga* 
IW>. neral principle which had been repeatedly, r^^ 
oently, fuid almost unanimously, recognised as 
constitutional by both houses of parliament He 
challenged the noble lord to bring proof of tim 
corruption and menace which he insinuated 
had been practised in order to obtain the assent 
of the Irish parliament $ through the medium 
* of which he sincerely believed that the people 
of Ireland had spoken their real sentiments 
respecting the proposed legislative union with 
Great Britain. He thought the noble lord had 
viewed thfe subject in a very narrow light with 
respect to the benefits derivable from the 
union, In looking at a matter of such magni^ 
tude, we were to consider, Jlr^t^ the immediate 
necessity whidi demanded it; and next, the 
ultimate benefit and {security which would gra» 
dually arise from it to the whole extended em^ 
pire. Whatever difference of opinion might 
exist respecting the present measure In other 
p<»nts of view, all must agree that the catholic 
claims would be best and most dispassionately 
discussed by an imperial parliament ; aiidj^ 
moreoyer, that relief could more safely be 
granted by an imperial parliament than by a 
parliament of Ireland. 
Th^ objections of lord Hplland being oyer^ 
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1rUl<Sf, the hottte went into a committee ; And the B o o k 
ttticlel^ 6f the union, as framed by the Irish s^#^^^ 
fe^islature. Were severally discussed and agreed ^^^' 
16 by the house, with very trivial alterations, 
or any memorable opposition. 

In the house of commoiis the saitie spirit of ge- 
tieral acquiescence prevailed. The business was 
opened on the 21st of April by Mr. Pitt, in a 
^ Speech recapitulating ^v^ith much ability the argu- 
ments in favor of a union, and defending the terms 
of the resolutions framed by the Irish parlia- 
ment, which he proposed and t^ecommeiided to 
the adoption of the house. Mr. Grey denied 
the concurrence of the Irish nation in the mea- 
sure of a legislative union. On the contrary, 
he maintained that it Was held in extreme and 
general ^abhorrence; and no lesis than twenty- 
tSeven counties had petitioned a^inst it. He 
thought there Was little analogy between th6 
Unioii now in contemplation, and that with Scot- 
land, feith6r in respect to the r6fetiv:e eircum^ 
stances of the two countries, dr to the tei^s of 
the coihpa6t; and he conclad<^d by moving, 
ihat an humble address be jiresented to his 
ma^sty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
direct his njiinisters to suspend all proceedings 
on the Irish union till the sentiments of the 
Irish people respecting that measure could be 
ascertained. 
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BOOK Lord Carysfort maintained the union to ht 

Va^-^i^wise, politic, and advantageous to both coun- 

1800. ^f leg . 3^^ }^Q ^i^ ^i^i there was unquestionar 

l>ly ft gre^t balance of the whole property ct 
the Irish nation in favor of it. 

The &ct seems to have been, that the landed 
property of the kingdom was generally favora- 
ble to the measure ; ihat the commerGial in- ^ 
terest was much divided ; and that the city of 
Dublin, which feared to be degraded to the rank 
of a provincial capital, was violent in its opposi<- 
tion to the union. The bulk of the kingdom, con- 
sisting of the catholics, sullenly acquiesced. They 
indulged a faint hope that their condition might 
eventually be bettered by it ; and' they were 
thoroughly persuaded that it could not, by any 
change whatever, be made worse. 

The motion of Mr. Grey was negatived by a 
vast majority of 236 to 30 voices. 

On the discussion of the fourth artide, ^4r. 
Pitt moved an important and neqessary add> 
tional clause, importing that not more than 
twenty of the ^tire number of representatives ' 
returned by Ireland should hold any place qv 
pension under the crown — those above the pre* 
scribed number who most lately received their 
office,' being obliged to make their option be- 
tween that^'Ud their peat. .5, 

On the 28th of April the house proceeded to 
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^e consideration of the sixth article, respecting book 
the fair participation of Ireland in commercial s^-^^^f^/^ 
privileges ; upon which occasion Mr, Law and ^^^^ 
Mr. PJtnner appeared at the bar, as counsel for 
certain petitioners concerned in the woollen 
manufa<;tures established in the north and west 
of England, who were filled with most ararm- 
ing apprehensions at that part of the resolution 
which legalised the exportation of English wocl 
in its raw state to Ireland. A caipital of twenty 
millions, according to the statiement made to 
the house, was engaged in the woollen trade; 
and if the resolution now proposed were to pass 
into a law, this immense property might be 
nearly annihilated* A great number of wit* 
nesses were examined in support of the allega^ 
tions of the petition; and Mr.Wilberforce, as 
member for Yorkshire, expatiated largely on 
the pernicious consequences of permitting this 
proposed uiUimited exportation. He allowed 
that to expect Ireland, as at present, to suffer 
the exportation of her wool to England, would 
be um^e^oable, while that of English wool to 
Ireland was probibit^ ; : but all that the En« 
glish manufacturejr^.iasV^ was^ that each coun* 
try. should hencafoi:th /enjoy the use of all the . 
wool it might produce. 

Mr. Pitt , observed, that the - radical policy of 
the union, so for as it regarded commerce, was 
to make the intercour^ of the two countries^ 
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BOOK with respect to raw materials, and the whole of 
s,«^pv^ the trade between all parts of the united king^ 
^^^^ doBi, as free as possible : and the tenor of the 
evidence confirmed him in the opinion that fto 
necessity existed for making the article of wool 
an exception to this general rule. He believed 
that the unrestrained and mutual intercourse of 
the two countries, in this as in all other respects, 
iKrould be found equally beneficial to both. 

On the division which tock place in coti^e^ 
qnenoe of an amendment subsequently moved 
by Mr. Wilberforce, the numbers were, fifty- 
three only in its fevor, against one hundred and 
fifty4hree who gave their voices against it ; and 
* this was the greatest efibrt made on the part of 
those whose sentiments w^:^ hostile either M 
the general principle or to the specifid terms 6f 
the union. 

. Early in May, the remaining artides having 
been severally investigated and aipproved hf 
very decisive majorities, Mr. Pitt moved that atl 
humble address be presented to hk itisLjesty, dt^ 
quainting him that the holfee hiNl prot^eeded 
tbraugh the great atid impotf wit me^uf e 6f a 
legislative union, which «hey had the siltlsfiK> 
tibh to see was -nearly in strict conformity with 
the principle laid down in his majesty^s message. 
This was carried without a division; and the 
address and resolutions being forthwith tratis* 
mitted to the house of peers^ the assent of that 
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saffmkhly ww obtained without, any material at- book 
t^ration. And a joint address, as usual onwi-v^ 
great occasions/ was presented to the throne. ^^^* 
A bil{, givunded upon the resolutions, was then Act ^u- 

' ^ J^ ^ mon finally 

introduced, and passed through both houses with ?»««*- 
great facility-^he first day of the new year and 
Ibe i^ew century, January 1st/ 1801> being the 
^Sij^kious aera trbm and after which the union of 
the two kiligdoms wait to take effect. 

On the ad of July the royal bss&at was given 
to thia unportant bill ; and on the 29th of the 
same month the session was terminated by a 
iStpeech from the throne, in which his majesty ex- 
prised the peculiar satisfaction with which he 
isongratudiated the two houses of parliament on 
the success of the rteps which they had taken for 
effecting an entire union between the kingdomi? 
-of Great Britiun and Ireland- ** This great mea* 
mre," said; the numarch, ** oh whidi my wishe« 
have been long ean^estly bent, I shall ever con* 
sider as the happiest event of my reign;, being 
persuaded that nothing could so effiectuaJIy con- 
tribute to extend to my Irish subjects the full 
participation of the blessings derived from the 
Sntisb constitution^ and to establish, on the 
most solid foundationii, the strength, prosperity, 
land power of the whole empire.** 

The Irish session also, which had been pro-tifiedby*' 
^On^ed till the i^nion-bill passed in England, iup^rUunent. 
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Vg^^viOtions and additions made by the British parlia^ 
1800. inent> with other necessary regulations respect* 
ing the election of the Irish representatives to 
the imperial legislature, was terminated on the 
Sd of August, and with it the existence of the 
parliament of Ireland. The chief-governor, lord 
Comwallis, on this occasion, with great cordiality, 
communicated to the two houses *< his migesty's 
warmest acknowledgements for the ardent zeal 
and unshaken perseverance which they had so 
conspicuously manifested in maturing and com* 
pleting the great measiire of a legislative union 
between that kingdom and Great Britain." His 
exceUency added his& own personal congratula- 
tions on the accomplishment of this great work, 
" which,** he remarked, ** had received the sanc- 
tion of the sovereign on that auspicious day 
whidi placed his illustrious family on the throne 
of these realms ;" and he expressed his firm con* 
viction, ^ that it would remain in all future ages 
the fitirest monument of his majesty's reign.*' 

MUitwry The military operations of the present year 

operations .... , . . , . 

on the con- were no less important and interesting than its 
civil transactions. At the period when the court 
of London returned that haughty and wajrward 
answer to the overture of the first con$ul which 
lias been related, it had already become almost a 
matter of certainty that the emperor of Russia 
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would withdraw himself from the coalition, his book 
extreme ill-humor having displayed itself in varv^^^p.^^..^^^ 
rious striking instances. The recent ill success -J^^- 
of his arms, both in Germany and Holland, and "^^ of rus- 
the refusal of the court of Vienna to ioin in the ^^^aws from 

. thecoali- 

mqgnammous declaration of carrymg on the wartion. 
for the sole purpose of restorii^g the house of 
Bourbon, had wounded his pride and excited his 
anger. The supposed insult also offered to the 
Russian arms at the capture of the important ma- 
ritime city of Ancona, by the Austrian general 
Frolich, who appeared, not without reason, jea* - 
lous lest it should be forcibly occupied by the 
Russian troops ; and the strange neglect by which 
the Russian auxiliaries in British pay had been 
sacrificed at Bergen; alienated the heart of the 
czar, if not from the cause in whichy at least from 
the allies wVA whom, he was jointly engaged i 
and, in the month of January (1800), orders 
were dispatched to general SuwarofF to hasten 
bw march into Poland. 

The first consul had made to the coulrt of Vi- 
enna specific overtures of pacification, nearly at 
the same time when he addressed a similar appli- 
cation to the court of London; and the imperial 
cabinet, far from returning a rude and insolent 
refusal, seemed long to hesitate on the propriety 
pf entering into an amicable negotiation. The 
archdi)ke Charles, a prince whose heroism in 
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BOOK war was eqvialled only by Im iov6 of peace, exr 
v^^v^erted his utmost influence to gire effect to the 
^*^' system of conciliation. The court of Berlin ii»- 
terposed also its friendly mediation for the same 
purpose. But the machinations of the Engli^ 
lAiaistry, seconded by the persuasions of the 
empress^ and supported by her minister. Won 
Thugut, finally and unfortunately prevaifed. 

The appeal being once more made to the 
sword, the French nation, with its characteristic 
gallantry, accepted the challenge. On the 7th 
of March, a consular message communicated th^ 
determination of the coalesced powers to the le- 
gislative body. « Frenchmen," say the consuls^ 
^ you have been anxious for peace — your go^ 
vernment has desired it with still greater ardor : 
, its Ja-st steps^ its most constant wii^es, have been 
for its attainment. The English ministry have 
betrayed the secret of their horrible policy — to 
dismember Frahce, destroy its marine and its 
ports, strike it out from the map of Europe, or 
lower it to the rank of secondary powers. To 
obtain this horrible triumph it is that England 
scatters its gold, becomes prodigal of its pro- 
mises, and multiplies its iiitrigiies. The first 
consul has engaged, that, if circumstances re- 
quired, he would place himself at the head of liis 
troops; but that, in the midst of battles and tri- 
umphs, he would invoke Peace, and swear to 
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fight only for the happiness of France and book 
the repQse of the world." A decree was thenv^p-v^i^ 
passed ftwr the formation of an army of ^^^^"^^ fil^^. 
sit Pijon, of 60,000 men, which was to be com-^' ^^^\ 

^ the fieHi uk 

B;iaiided by the first consul iu person. person. 

On the 25th of April,, the left wing of the 
French aitn^, under generals St;Susanae and 
$t. Cyr, passed the Rhine at Fort Kehl and New 
Brisac. The chief oommand was entrusted to^ucceues 
general Moreau> who, not being limited by spe^fa GerT"* 
cific instructions, had full scope to display his*"*°^' 
great military talents. St.Susanne had forced the ' 
Austrians back upon Offenburg ; and St. Cyr, 
having taken possession of Friburg, seemed t<» 
threaten the passes of the Black Forest. But 
tins was only a deep feint. St. Susanne, repass- 
ing tlie river, ascended it on the French sidcj 
pursuing the track of the divisions of Stv Cyr and 
of Moreau, who had crossed the Rhine in person 
at Basle. By rapid movements a junction of thci 
whole army was formed near ScalThausen, where 
the river was again passed by general L-ecourbe, 
at the head of the right wing, which, after re- 
ducing the strong fortress of Hohentweil, directed 
its course towards Kampten, a town in Upper 
Suabia, in the rear of the Austrian army, where 
the grand magazines were dqwsited. At the 
>am^ time general Moreau advanced. May 5i 
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BOOK with the main army, to Engen, in order to attack 
y^^y^m^the Austrians in their forward position. 
1800. Mar^chal Kray, the Austrian commander, 
though an officer of tried skill and bravery, had 
suffered himself to be completely deceived by the 
false demonstrations of St. Cyr and St. Susanne ; 
and, confident of the enemy's intention to at- 
tack merely in front, he was astonished and 
alarmed to find himself in extreme danger of be- 
ing surrounded and cut off from his magazines. 
Utterly unable, in the exposed situation which he 
now occupied, to resist these combined assaults, 
he retreated with great precipitation toward Mos- 
kirch; the magazines and stores being either 
conveyed aWay in baste, abandoned, or de- 
stroyed. In this, new position, the Austrians 
were again attacked. May 5, by their indefati- 
gable adversary. General Kray, however, de- 
fended himself gallantly, and the French were at 
length repulsed: nevertheless, on the next day 
the Austrian army prosecuted its retreat to Sigma- 
ringen. A succession of bloody but indecisive 
engagements ensued ;— but general Kray conti- 
nued retreating, till he at last found shelter under 
the cannon of Ulm, an imperial city on the Dar 
nube ; in the vicinity of which he remained for 
several weeks, strongly fortified and intrenched 
— ^hfe camp ^tepding oxx both sides of the riveri 



' GE'ORGE" III. 401 

the navigation of which it 'Commanded ; wiiile b q o kL 
the French laid the eifctes of SOabirf^and Fran-iyS^iiL 
conia under severe contributidn.' • V ^^^• 

The events of the war in Italy in the aveati - 
time attratl^ted the attention of all Europe. ' Tt 
had been by some credulous persons expected 
that the entrance of the coalesced amies* into 
Piedmont would have been signalised^ by the re- 
cal of the king of Sardinia; but the court of Vi- 
enna discx)vered no such intention, and probably 
felt no greater hesitation in appropriating to it- 
self the spoils of the Sardinian monarchy than of 
the Venetian republic. Nothing now remained 
to the French but Genoa and the surrounding 
'territory, which was regarded as a certain and 
easy prey ; and all Italy, at this moment, seamed 
to bend submissive under the Austrian yoke: 
After the brilliant campaign of Massena inSwit-Massena 
zerland, that general was deemed by the first ^mwid 
consul the fittest man to sustain the military*'* ^^^^*"" 
honor of the French name in Lombardy, and to 
defend to the last extremity the posts still occu- 
pied -by the French troops. From Switzerland 
he had repaired to Paris, where he conferred 
with the chief consul ; and, proceeding through 
Lyons and Toulon to Marseilles, he arrived^ 
February 9, at Genoa, where his presence in- 
fused new life into the exhausted and spiritless 
soldiery. « - . i 

VOL. XI. 2 D 
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Br a a K On the. ^h. ^ April, lord Kj^h^, wHih, ^ Biri* 
\ti8h. fle^ iHld^ hiS) QOttvawnd*.. atppea^od ia tfae 
Gulf of Genoa, md fi>rm^ tjie blocl^tsidp of: tbe^ 
port; wWIq the vwjy of gen^ml M^w, ^bput 
50,000 moiunher, apprMehed dom to^ the oity 
by landi and extended ita jfronjk along the wholo 
line occupied by the French, The si^ge*. which 
wa» not that of a single: toi^n, but of a> conr 
Qected chain of poets, defended by aa a^y, wa3 
carrk^d.on wit;h. gmat vigor : wd^ in.a fevv daj^s 
from its conunencement^yi^o f^ll mtQ t^e hftnds 
of the Aufitriaii9.; by whiah meapa the divisipn 
under generali Suchet, to the w^efijtwfiffd) of thfit 
place, ivas completely isolated : aiid) sj^or^y Mler, 
the fittnou8;pass of the Bochett^; was forced by 
the Austrian gc^ral ; spud the Fi^aich ccmmiant 
der found himself under the necessity of contiractf 
ing his line of defence, and fortifying himself 
inore strongly within the walls of the city. The 
o|kerations.Qif the besieged, were now oonfm^ to 
desperate sorties s in divers of wludr. the French 
were* successful 5 but their numbers rapidly dimi- 
nished, and their stores, and provisions, were 
nearly exhausted. T^ie army, of Bonaparte was 
too remote to come in aid of Ma^ena, before the 
last of^ his soldiers should have period with 
hunger. Apd general Suchet,compelI^ to ah^nt- 
don his strong post of the Ool de Tende^ retreated 
to Nice, closely pursued by the enemy., Nice 
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being ft)«ind untenable, he passed the Var into book 
F»ttce> leaving the Austrians in possession of thev„^^v-^ 
whole department of the Maritime Alps. ^^^• 

The city of Savona surrendered to the Aiis* 
triads on the 15th of May; and the English 
fleet bombanf ed Genoa itself with great effect. 
Scarcely could the presence of the French sol- 
diery prevent an insurrection of the Genoese po- 
pulace, who, with bitter cries and reproaches, cla^ 
mored fbr peace. Still the heroic inflexibility 
of Massena disdained the idea of a capitulation^ 
and he seemed determined to bury himself and 
his army under the ruins of Genoa. 

Dttring this interval, the first consul was anxi- passage of 
eusly revolving in his mind the means of rescu- consul 
ing Genoa arid of recovering Italy. Thirty oiJ^^f 
tbottsand conscripts had already arrived at Di-^**^*^' 
jjOn. To these were united a number of troops 
returned from La Vendee, now completely tran- 
^illised^ and numerous volunteers from all parts 
of the republic^ The army soon amounted to 
more than 50,000 men; and the gallant general 
Berthier was nomijr^ated to the immediate com- 
mand. Elarly in the month of May the whole 
f(»ce moved in seven columns, by the route of 
Geneva, to the foot o£ the Great St. Bernard, 
situated on the confines of Switzerland and Sa- 
voy, near the souix^s of the Drance and thj^Ko- 
ria* At Martigny they were joined }^^(^ first 
2d 2 
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» o o K no enemy appeared to ot»straot their march, 

XXXIII 

s^m^i^vrhere a single troop might have opposed the pro- 
1900. gfess of an army. Even when informed of the 
preparations made by the first consul for the in^ 
vasion of Italy, general Melas treated the intel- 
ligence with proud and fetal contempt. 

Hisnpd On the S6th Floreal (May I^) general Bona- 
'parte took possession, after defeating a body of 
Austrians — ^the first which had ventured to show 
ttiemselves— <^the town of Aosta, situated bn the 
banks of the Doria. He then proceeded to the 
attack of the celebrated fort of Bard^ which is so 
constructed as to command, from the lofty ani- 
n^ice on which it is placed, the entrance of the 
valley of Aosta, where the opposing mountains 
approach within the distance of fiity ysLrds. 
Having taken the principal outwork by assault, 
an effort was made to carry the fort by escalade, 
but repelled with loss. Tlie inventive genius 
^f the commander, nevertheless, ever fertile in 
expedients, discovered a narrow, and hitiierto 
impracticable, passage across the aeighbauring 
mountain, or rock, Albaredo. The artillery was 
transported, under cover of the night, at aU ha* 
sards, through the pass of the ^iliey, under the 
wall$ of the fort ^ the garris<m of whidi, being 
menaced with anc^her assault, and thinking no 
resistimce available against such perseverance and 
temerity, now surrendered at discreti<»i. 
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IvF^ and Romagno. at which last place a'bobk 

xxxni 
considerable force had a)9sembled, next feH into>„^^-y^ 

-Ihfe hands of the JFrench ; the Austrian troops ^9^- 
'being^ completely defeated by general Lannes. 
On the 30th of May the first consul entered 
VerceHi, finding there large inagazines; and, 
ifeftrching on to Noyara, passed the Tessmo after 
ia sharp action. The Austrians retiring every- 
where before him, he tooTc possession of Milan on— Takes 
<he 2d of June. Here he was complimented by^^to^ 
the tnagistracy, and received with loud acclama- 
Hdtas; which ^ere the more likely to be iSthcere, 
ss the oppression exercised by thfe Austrians wafe 
f not otriy more recent, but far more grievous atad 
I indiscriminate, than that of the Ff ench, and to b6 
g; exceeded only by the hoirible barbarities of the 
f in&rtious court of Naples. The -celebrated phi- 
losopher Fontana, among innumerable other es- 
timable and distinguished persons — victims of 
their too ardent patriotism — was liberated from 
the dungeon into T<^hich he had been thrown, 
loadied with chains, for having accepted aft officie 
under the republican government, when no other 
govefntnent existed. A Te i>eum was sung at 
the cathedral for the happy deliverance of Milan 
frotn thfe ^nfemy, at Which Bonaparte attended 
in perspn, ^^ ia spite, '* as he expressed himself 
in a letter to the consuls Cambaceres and Le 
]Srun, ^ of what the atheists of Paris may say.*' 
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BOOK A proclamation was also issued by the first 

XXXIII 

s,^»^v^consuI» replete with wisdom and moderation, ad- 
.I809. dressed to the Cisalpine people ; in which he ex- 
horted them to bwy their former animosities in 
oblivion, and to unite in one general effort to esta- 
blish, upon the most solid basis, a free and pow- 
erful state. He composed a provisional govern^- 
ment of the most respectable and enlightened 
citizens ; promising then) ^^ to fix the republic on 
the firm foundations of religiofi and social order, 
^ soon as he had driven the enemy from their 
territory.** He commanded the generals of the 
different divisions to make no requisition for the 
use of the army without informing the chief pom- 
missary therewith, who was charged fiilly to in- 
demnify the inhabitants fiimishing the necessary 
supplies; and, in every part of his conduct, he 
appeared to act upon a system of justice ancf 
equity, which restored confidence and infiised the 
most animating hopes into every breast. Gener 
ral Eloi^aparte remained seven days at Milan, ii^ 
pr4€r to refresh the trpops^ as well as to re-or-i 
ganise the several branches of the government, 
. The different divisions of the french army 
yrbich had received directions to co-operate with 
the commander-in-qhief in various and distant 
quarters, were all stropgly actuated by the same 
spirit, and all participated in the same, flow of 
success. The division of Mount Cenis, under 
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general Thureau, had forced that famons p^s, book 

YX3CIYI 

and taken possession of Suza and Bnmetto,v.,..^..v.^^^ 
That under general Lannes, which had separated i*^- 
from the main army after the battle of Romagno, 
entered Chiavasso the 27th of May, seizing a great 
number of boats on the Po laden with rice and 
com. He then captured the important town of 
Pavia, containing a vast quantity of military 
stores. And general Moncey, with labor infe- 
rior only to that of Bonaparte himself, travers- 
ing the Grisons and Mount St. Gothard at the 
head of 20,000 men detached from the army . 
of the Rhine, had reached Bellinzona, and esta- 
blished himself on the borders of Lake Mag- 
giore. 
All thiese splendid achievements were, how-Eracna- 

. 1 1 tion of Gc- 

ever, mcompetent to avert, or even to retard, thcnoabythe 
fall of Genoa. The regular provisions of the '^^ 
garrison were now entirely consumed; and the 
extremities of famine, with all its. attendant 
horrors, had been long endured by the iidiabi- 
tants; when gaaeral Massena received a mes- 
sage from general Melas, inviting him to ah, in- 
terview with lord Keith and the generals Ott and 
St. Julien, who offered him a ca;pitulation on thh - 
most honorable terms ; but the French com- 
mander declared that no negotiation would be 
/entered into if the word capitulation were men- 
jtio^ed. After a short detour, thfe overture 
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BOOK being renewed ani modified^ a convention was 
^^^J^signed on the 6th of June; according to the tento 
1 800. of which, Genoa was to be evacuated by the rioht 
WING of the French army^ the gieneral-4n^hirf 
of which, and his staft were to be at liberty to 
join the centre of the said army by land ; and 
the rest to be transported to France, with their 
arms and baggage, by way of Nice and Antives. 
Such were the honorable terms which the heroic 
defence of general Massena entitled him to 
claim^from the prudence, no less than the gene- 
rosity, of the enemy. 

The Austrian commander seeifned not a little 
elated with the magnitude and importance of 
this new acquisition. In the proclamatioii 
issued by him on his entrance into the city of 
Genoa, he thus expresses himself: — ^** Since Dr- 
vine Providence, continuing to shower down its 
blessings upon the troops of his imperial, royaJ, 
and apostolical ma^sty, has deigned to succour 
this people, who, under the yoke of an ai^ard^ 
cal government, had for a season forgotten thos6 
sentiments of religion for which they had been 
iat all former timet; distinguished. We may be- 
lieve that each inhabitant will not onfy returti 
thanks to the God of Armibs for the deH^eroMe 
obtained, but will mafee it his duty to co^of]^ 
fufce in the psMic tranquttlity, by his subftitefiaon 
to the orders which shadi lue found jprovisik>¥i^y 
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most proper for the g<>vermiieut of this city 9 e o jc 
0xid province.** The procIamatioH concludes s^^^^v-^^^ 
with menacing all oontraveners of such orders ^^^• 
with prompt and terrible punislmient; and 63&* 
liortini; idl the inhabitants ^^ to act conformablj 
to tliose s^itiinexits %>£ gratitude which the firai^ 
laess of his imperial m^jeBty, who haa spared no 
Sacrifice for the ddwerance of the taty and pro* 
vimXy ornght to ibsptre." Nothttig contained in 
this prodaznation seemed to iodicate any more 
or farther intention^ on the part of the emperor^ 
to re-establish the Genoese rqpuUic^ tiian the 
Sardinian jnonarchy; and it did not^ at this 
XDoment^ appear utterly improbable^ that the de«- 
i^ourihg ambition of Austria might be ultimately 
gratified by the acquisition of its most darling 
pbject^— «the undivided possession of Lembardy. 

Geotieral Melas had long imagined .the army of 
Dijon to be us fabukus as the soldiers of Cad*^ 
mus; audi, when its existence wai^ ascertained^ 
so defective was his intelligence, that he deemed 
it composed at most Jsf «xghte^i cr twenty 
thousand men^ intended to maioe a diversion 
into Italy with a view to. draw x)ff the Austricuit 
frcMm the blockade of Genoa ^ and he desp^ed 
the distaist threats of an invasion^ which he re^ 
garded as a ra£di and impractkiable iattempb 
Roused, at length, fromius dreams of seCiirity^ 
Jie repaired in the beginning of Junoe to Pied- 
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BOOK mont, and assembled in haste the main body of 
s^^y^^his army, in order to defend the passage of the 
1800. Pq and tii^ approaches to Turin and Asti. But 
to his surprise, the French general, instead of 
proceeding immediately to the relirf of Genoa, 
crossed the Tessino, and established hirosetfin 
the Milanese. On this intelligence the Aus- 
-trians, conmianded by general Ott, fell back 
upon Montebello. The French had now, after 
concentrating their forces, taken a strong posi- 
tion on the northern bank of the Po,- below its 
junction with the Tesano, when it becomes a 
stream of great depth and magnitude; and on 
the 8th of June the van-guard of the army, under 
general Lannes, passed that rivar opposite to 
Stradella, after a vigorous resistance by the force 
opposed to them. On the next day, urging 
their march to Montebello, they were ftuiously 
attacked by the flower of the Austrian army, un- 
der general Ott. The conflict was doubtftil, 
till general Watrin, arriving with reinforce- 
ments, decided the ev^it in £a.vor of the republi- 
cans; and the enemy, after the loss of three 
thousand men, and twelve pieces of cannon, 
retreated to Voghera. A few hours after the 
battle, general Desaix arrived at the head-quar- 
ters, and was received with transport by the first 
xonsnl and all the army, f 

By the prisoners captured at Montebello, 



intelligence was communicated of the, surrender boo k 
of Genoa; and, the. French army advanced to,,^,^r^^.^ 
Tortoha, while the Austrians established them-r ^^^• 
selves in gi^eat force at Alessfindri^. . On the . 
13th of June : the French, decamped., ftoip- rTor- 
tona^ and inarched toi^ards AIessamdria--^he van 
halting for some time a,t St. Julianp> a hamlet si- 
tnated a league from Tortona^ at the entrance of 
the pi^in, of Marengo. . As soon as the different 
divisions caime wp, both ^infantry aijd. cavalry { 
moved forward in order: of battle. , .Geperal Boi 
naparte^ attended by his suite, traversing the. 
plain, examined the ground with great atten- 
tion ; ni^itating deeply, and occasionally giving 
.insijtmctiQtis.:: Notwithstanding . the vicinity of. 
the. two armies, an awful silence prevailed ; and 
b0foi^ midnight all seemed hushed into a pro- 
fgUnA and portentous repoise. 

On the 14tK of June> at day-break, the Decisive 
SifenQh. formed in two lines, the wings being Maren^ 
proted;edKby , strong bodies of cavalry, and the 
.\dUage of Matengo supporting the centre. The 
Austrian line extended two leagues on the banks 
of the Bormida, over which: a bridge had been 
previously thrown. Eighty pieces of cannon 
preceded the Austrian bafttalions, and discharged! 
into the ranks of the French dreadftd showers of 
shot and shells. The battle soon raged in every- 
point of the line. After several hours' close con- ' 
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BOO ic tiet, the left wing ef the Frenclr, voider geaAiI 
v!^^^!^ VictOF, began to grre way. At tile some tnnr 
^^^* the right wing, under general Larnies^ wa» hard 
pressed, and with difficulty pefiis^ed th» eSSoffts^ 
of a numeroQS body of cavalry, which assaulted 
the enemy in flank, and threatened to turn tlteit^ 
wing of the army. EVerywhw^ the cloudfr of 
Austrian cavriry- overspread the plaui^ wid, 
masking several pieces o{ lig^ artiU^y, did terri-^ 
ble execution. Notwithstanding Uie heroic ex- 
ertions of Bonapvte, who, assisted by general 
Bc^tluer, commanded in the centre^ and m per- 
son repeatedly rallied the troops and led them 
to the charge, it was perceived thai the Aus- 
trians gained ground, till at length the whole 
line wa« thrown into dangerous disorder^ Seve^ 
ral diWsions, l^roken and unable to resume thear 
stations, retired altogether fiwn the fie^d^ and the 
garrison of Tortona making- a vigorous sally in 
the rear, the sitaation af the French became' 
vwy critical. Order* had been^ Mpeatedly sent: 
for the reserve to advance with ail speedy but* 
the divisions of Desaix and Monnssr wctb slili 
at; a greatr distance. 

Behind tlie caitre of;tfae French was a de^^. 
having a wood oa the oau side, and oa the other 
a. chain'of vineyards, extending to the village of 
Marengo. Here the first consul. detemiined to. 
make his ultimate stand, and to de£md to die. utr 
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most the eDtrance of this, defile. The Austrian^, book 
aBimalddi by success, redoubled their efforts^ andv.^^^^^^!^ 
the ground was. everywhere strewed with the i®^- 
dead and ciydngi . To retreat, was inevitably de- 
stiaiction to the JFrench, .as the Austrian cavalry: 
were posted at the other extremity of the de^ 
file, eagerly awaiting the issue o£ the combat. 
At four in the afternoon, after an astonishing 
straggle^ the lYench. still ms^ntained their posi^ 
tion. Geneml Melas^ irritated at the obstinate op* 
poaitipoiof this: phalanx of veterans, resolved, in a 
&ttal momenta to adopt the hazardous manoeuvre 
of extending his. wings, in order to turn the cen* 
tre of the enemy, andj by throwing* lus in£uitry 
into the vineyards and: woods, to enclose the 
Frendi and cut off all retreat. At this moment 
the dwisions of Desaix smd Monnier were de« 
scried at a distance ; and Fortune and. Victory 
seemed, in the view of the anxious e^q^ectantS) 
to hover round their standards. General Bona^ 
parte, whose watx^hful eye nothing could escape 
perceiving the Austrian line dangerously weak-, 
ened by the last movements, xtnd having intelli- 
gence of the near apprx)ach of Desaix, deter- 
mined upon ' one grand effort'. As the batta- 
lions of reserve came up, they formed in line of 
battle x)n the right ; and every thing being pre^ 
viously prepared, the generals Bonaparte and 
Berthier, with the officers of the staff, passed 
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BOOK through the ranks> in the &ce of a niost tremen*' 
^^^^^lill^ <Jo*^ fif ^> inspiring that confidence which is the best 
1800. and surest omen of success. At length, the signal 
being given, every corps was at once in motion ; 
and returning like lions to the charge, the defile 
was ill an instant cleared of the enemy, who, 
in their turn, astonished and dismayed, were 
pursued with vigor by the French, cavalry, 
under the gallant general Murat. Those divi-^ 
sions of the French which had retired fi*om the 
scene of action, now re-entered the plain ^ and 
the whole army being formed anew, presented a 
formidable fi'ont. On the right, also, general 
Desaix carried all before him ; and, falling on 
the advanced post of St. Stejrfiano, made dr^ul- 
ful slaughter of the Austrian le& wing. Gene- 
ral Victor, on the other side, rallying his troops, 
not only resumed his position, but drove the 
Austrians back to the Bormida. In the very 
height of the exultation excited by all these 
successes, general Desaix received a mortal 
wound fi-om a musket-balL This only served 
to inflame still higher the military ardor of the 
troops, who were impatient to avenge the death 
of their beloved commander: When Bonaparte 
was informed of the fate of this distinguished 
officer, he exclaimed, without further notice, 
" Why am I not permitted to weep for him ? " 
The Austrian cavalry charged once more in a 
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mass, but without effect; they were repulsed with b q o k 

XXXIII 

loss, by the far inferior force of general Murat. v.^^^^-^ 

Night was now coming on, and the confusion ^^^^• 
of the Austrian army was irremediable. Giving 
way on all sides, and in the utmost disorder, 
they at length reached the bridge of the Bormida, 
where they fought in heroic despair till after sun- 
set... Cavalry, infantry, and artillery, all in vain 
striving against the increasing pressure of the 
€nemy, and attempting to pass the bridge at 
once, a frightful scene of carnage ensued; and 
the shattered remains of the different legions 
which had been so long victoriously engaged on 
the plain of Marengo, now with difficulty saved 
them'selves from utter destruction. The village 
clock sounded the hour of ten, when the French, 
weary of slaughter, returned slowly to their camp. 
The field, covered with the dying and the dead in 
promiscuous heaps, presented a dreadful specta- 
cle; and the cries of the wounded, to whom little 
or BO relief could be administered till the dawn 
of the morning, excited all the sympathies of hu- 
manity. This day cost the Austrians about 
1^,000 men in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
with twenty-six pieces of cannon ; the loss of the 
French could scarcely fall short of ten thousand. 
Never was there a more obstinate combat — never 
was a victory disputed with more fury ; and few 
with superior skill or judgement. The two ar- 
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BOOK mies were engaged for fourteen hours within 

XXXIII. 

s,^i^v^ musket shot; — it was, in one word, a battle 
1800. worthy to decide the fate of Italy. 

^^i^ The death of Desaix excited the deepest sor- 

^^^*** row and regret. On the next day his remain^, 
covered only with his cloak, were conveyed to 
Milan in an open carriage. " Every eye," says 
a spectator, " was moistened with tears while 
looking on the inanimate blood-stained corse*." 
He was not quite thirty-two years of age, but he 
had lived long enough for fame and glory. His 
conduct at Weissenburg, at Lauterburg, at Kehl, 
and more recently in Egypt, had raised him to 
a high rank as a warrior ; and his private charac- 
ter seemed composed of all that was either amia- 
ble or estimable in human nature. The charac- 
ter given him in common by friends and foes, 
was that of being a second chevalier Bayard — 
** Sans peur, et sans reproche j-.'* 

Armistice Earlv the next morning an Austrian officer 

between •' ^ ^ ^ 

the French arrived to treat of an armistice; and general 

and Aus- 
trians. 

* Vide Petif s Campaign of Italy, A. D. 1800. 
f The elegant lines of Prior, in his Ode to the Memory 
of Colonel Villiers, may, without any violence of allusion, 
be applied to the young and accomplished Desaix : — 
" Lay the dead hero graceful in a grave, — 
" The only honor he can now receive ; 
** And fragrant mould upon his body throw, -j 

** And plant the warrior laurel o'er his brow ; > 

" Light lie the earth, and flourish green the bough !" J 
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Berthier, to whom this negotiation was entrasted, book 
in the course of the same day concluded articles y^^^-y^ 
with general Melas which^ filled the French i^^- 
with joy and astonishment. They imported, that 
a suspension of hostilities should immediately 
take place, and remain inviolate until an answer 
could be received from the court of Vienna ; 
and in case of objection to the conditions of the 
armistice, ten days* notice of the renewal of 
hostilities to be given j — ^that, in consideration of 
this suspension, the castles of Tortona, Alessan- 
dria, Milan, Turin, Pizzighitone, Arona, and 
Placentia, shall be put into the hands of the 
French before the 20th June ; and the fortresses 
of Coni, Ceva, Savona, and the city of Genoa, 
before the 24th of the same month , and Urbino on 
the 26th; — that the imperial army shall occupy all 
the country situated below the Mincio and thePo, 
including Peschiera, Mantua, and the city of Fer- 
rara, on the right bank of that river; also Tuscany 
and Ancona : and that the French army shall oc- 
cupy the country comprised between theChiesca, 
the Oglio, and the Po, — the intermediate space 
being left wholly unoccupied. On the conclusion 
of the armistice, the first consul made a present 
to general Melas, of a rich Turkish sabre, ii:i to- 
ken of his esteem ; and that officer expressed in 
high terms his admiration of Bonaparte's extra- 
ordinary talents and genius. 

2 £2 



420 HISTORY OF GREAt BRITAIN. 

BOOK The first consul having so speedily and prospe- 
sl.1^^^0 rously executed his arduous commission, nowpre- 
1800. pared to return to Paris. Arriving at Milan on 
the 17th of June, he attended once more at the 
cathedral, where a Te Deum was chaunted in 
honor of the deliverance of Italy. He said to 
the Milanese patriots—-" Let them have mass; 
the PEOPLE are sovereign. If they will have re- 
ligion, learn to respect their will." And in a 
conference with the clergy, he exhorted them ^*to 
preach and practise themorality of Jesus Christ.^' 
Rc-csu- He recognised and declared the Cisalpine repub- 
df uiT^u- he to be a free and independent nation, establish- 
public.'^* ing a provisional executive government of nine 
persons; and directed a consulta to be convoked, 
in order to prepare a constitution for the new- 
republic, thus rising like a phoenix fi-om its ashes. 
On the 26th of June, general Bonaparte de^ 
parted for Turin, and entered that capital amid 
the loudest acclamations of the people. He Irft 
that royal residence of the Sardinian monarch, 
after a transient visit ; traversed Mount Cenis> 
passed by Chamberri, and arrived at Lyons on 
the evening of the 28th. There, as in all other 
places, the highest honors were paid to him. 
The quays, bridges, and even the roofs of the 
houses, were covered with spectators, whose 
animating gratulations were blended with mili- 
tary music, and discharges of artillery. During 
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his stay of twenty-four hours at Lyons, he laid book 
the first stone of the beautiful place of Belle- v^^^^-y-O 
Cour 5 and, touched with the deep distress which i^^- 
that superb city had experienced since the com- , 
mencement of the revolution, he consoled the 
public functionaries, who presented complimen- 
tary addresses to him, with the most kind and 
encouraging declarations. 

Passing by Dijon, he arrived in the capital on Return of 

_ . the first 

the Sd of July, after an absence of little more consul t» 

_ - . . . - Paris* 

than two months, . receiving, without any ap- 
pearance of elation or vanity, the congra- 
tulations of all the constituted authorities of 
Paris, and of the ministers of foreign powers. 
The address of the department of Paris, de- 
livered by the prefect, thus expressed the senti- 
ments with which, at this auspicious moment, 
every breast was animated: — "In the history 
of the world we find, citizen chief consul, 
the most splendid victories to be only splendid 
calamities j and the remotest posterity wept the 
blood-stained laurels of the conqueror. You, 
general -consul, have created a new kind of 
glory, as an example to heroes, who, like you, 
shall be called to defend the independence and the 
happiness of their country — it is for peace that 
you have never ceased to fight, and to conquer. 
To you it is given to unite all parties at home — to 
triumph over the greatest captains abroad— to be 
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BOOK at once conqueror and pacificator. Enjoy, gene- 
v^^^v^ ral-consuI,the adoption of all Europe — ^yon do not 
1800. belong only to France. There are men of whom 
the world has a right to be prond. Every one 
of our fellow-citizens blesses with us the chief 
magistrate of the republic, who, for the accom- 
plishment of its glorious destinies, is about to 
give peace to Europe, and to restore France to 
the universe." 

By an article of the Italian armistice, neither 
of the armies, during the suspension, was al- 
lowed to send reinforcements into Germany^ 
which was now the only scene of military opera- 
tions. For nearly two months general Moreau 
had sought nothing further than to amuse gene- 
ral Kray by marches and counter-marches, and 
to alarm the court of Vienna for the safety of 
the hereditary states. General Kray, however, 
remained in his entrenched camp before Ulm, 
which by new works he had made almost im- 
Further pregnable. Oh receiving intelligence of the 

accesses . «^ «-? 

of Mo- victory of Marengo, the French commander was 

r6au in 

Germany, at liberty to unfold the enterprise of his cha- 
racter, afier a display of the most consummate; 
prudence. He therefore prepared to cross the 
Danube, and if possible to bring general Kray 
to a decisive action. For this purpose he de- 
tached a strong corps under Lecourbe, at the 
end of June, to pass that river below Ulm, in. 
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order to cut off the Austrian general from his book 
magazines at Donawert and Ratisbon. In this v,^^,^^ 
design he was in a great degree successful. Gene- i®^* 
ral Kray immediately raised his camp, and feaving 
a numerous garrison at Uhn, crossed the river at 
Newburg. A series of actions ensued, in which 
the Austrians upon the whole were very much 
worsted; and in the result, general Kray fell 
back on Ingoldstadt, leaving the French masters 
of the whole electorate of Bavaria to the south 
of the Danube; and general Moreau immedi- 
ately established his head quarters at Munich. 
A very numerous detachment, now rapidly ad- 
vanced, under the orders of general Lecourbe, 
towards the Tyrol, to seise upon the Voralberg 
and the Grisons, and form a junction with the 
army of Italy. This bold manoeuvre was crowned 
with such success, that the French had already 
taken possession of Coire, the capital of that 
country ; when, in consequence of the important 
intelligence that count St. Julien had arrived at 
Paris from Vienna with proposals of peace, it 
was agreed that the armistice of Italy should be 
in like manner extended to Germany, leaving, 
for the line of demarcation, the posts occupied 
at the period when this convention was con- 
cluded (July 15) by the respective armies. 

On the 28th of July, articles of pacification Preiknr- 
were signed by count St. Julien and M. Talley- cxelo/ ' 
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BOOK rand, at Paris, on the basis of the treaty of 

XXXIII 

v^^^^-^ Campo Formio— subject to modification on cer- 
X800, tain subordinate points — ^\i'hichwere immediately 
iTntS at ^^^^^^ ^y ^he French government. But when 
p»rii. these articles reached Vienna, the entire pro- 
ceeding jvas violently opposed by the British 
ambassador, lord Minto, and the whole Anglo- 
The empe- Austrian party in that court, who inveighed 
KUratm-*^^ against the dishonor and dislionesty of a sepa- 
^ *^"' rate treaty. The articles in question being con- 
fessedly provisional, and the powers of the 
count St. Julien being in fact extremely limited, 
the emperor could by no means be charged with 
any violation of public faith, in refusing his im- 
perial ratification — ^to which step he was at 
length, and in an evil moment, persuaded — of 
the articles signed at Paris ; or of any conditions 
"Whatever, unless his ally the king of Great 
Britain were expressly comprehended in the ne-- 
gotiation. 
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